
Combining Education and Experience for Professional and Scientific Positions 

Combining Education and Experience: When combining education with experience, first determine 
the applicant's total qualifying education as a percentage of the education required for the grade level; 
then determine the applicant's experience as a percentage of the experience required for the grade 
level; finally, add the two percentages. The total percentage must equal at least 100 percent to qualify 
an applicant for that grade level.  

For example, an applicant for a GS-184, Sociology, position has successfully completed 60 
undergraduate semester hours, including 24 semester hours in sociology, and, in addition, has 2 full-
time years of appropriate experience that demonstrates that the applicant possesses the necessary 
analytical and communication skills. The applicant would qualify for GS-5, since the 60 semester 
hours (the equivalent of 2 years of undergraduate education, or 50 percent of the total requirement) 
were supplemented by 2 additional years of appropriate experience that provided the remaining 50 
percent of the total required education and experience. 

Link to the Professional/Scientific qualifications standard on the Office of Personnel Management’s 
website:  http://www.opm.gov/qualifications/standards/group-stds/gs-prof.asp 

 


