Dr. Karen Sliter provides senior leadership for APHIS’ mission throughout Europe,
Africa, the Middle East and Central Asia. APHIS’ mission is to protect US
agriculture through animal and plant health (SPS) trade negotiations; pest and
disease tracking; and capacity building for foreign professionals. APHIS” work is
divided among six Area offices-the Brussels office (European Union), the Vienna
Area office (East and Central Europe, Russia and Independent States), Rome, Italy
(the Food and Agriculture Organization), The Cairo office (North Africa, Middle
East), The Dakar office (Central Africa) and the Pretoria Area office (Sub-Sahara
Africa).

Dr. Sliter represents APHIS’ and USDA’ interests via liaison with global
international standard setting and disease monitoring and control organizations
such as the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE), and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

Dr. Sliter also represents APHIS and USDA at the Global Partnership Against the
Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction and the Global Health
Security Agenda (GHSA); working with the National Security Staff, other US
government agencies, a coalition of partner countries and international
organizations such as the World Health Organization (WHO), the OIE and FAO to
help ensure biosecurity and protect the world’s citizens against infectious disease
threats, including both those which have a significant economic impact on plant
or animal populations and zoonotic diseases which transmit between animals and
humans.
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