
Questions and Answers 

Federal Order for Mediterranean Fruit Fly (Ceratitis capitata) Host Material  
from the Dominican Republic 

 

What is medfly? 

Mediterranean fruit fly (medfly) is one of the 
world’s most destructive agricultural pests.  It 
originated in Africa and has since spread 
throughout the Mediterranean region, southern 
Europe, the Middle East, Western Australia, 
South and Central America, and Hawaii. It was 
recently detected in the Caribbean. In general, it 
is found in most tropical and subtropical areas of 
the world. Medfly poses a serious threat to U.S. 
agriculture, particularly in the southern region of 
the country. If medfly were to become 
established in the United States, it could cause 
millions of dollars in damage, expensive 
eradication efforts, lost trade revenue, and 
higher food prices. For more information about 
medfly, please visit www.hungrypests.com. 

Why is the United States restricting 
commercial and non-commercial shipments of 
certain fruits and vegetables from the 
Dominican Republic? 

On March 13, 2015, the National Plant 
Protection Organization of the Dominican 
Republic notified the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service (APHIS) of confirmed medfly captures in 
the Punta Cana area. To prevent the spread of 
medfly to the United States, APHIS issued a 
Federal Order to immediately suspend 
commercial shipments of fruit fly host materials 
and to prohibit the movement of those same 
items in passenger baggage. 

What commodities are affected by this  
Federal Order?  

• avocado (other than Hass) 
• clementine 
• grape 
• grapefruit 
• lemon 
• litchi 
• longan 
• mamey (sapote) 
• mandarin 
• mango 
• orange 
• papaya 
• pepper 
• pummelo 
• tangelo 
• tangerine 
• tomato (pink or red) 
• tuna (cactus fruit) 

Why are these commodities prohibited from 
entering the United States at this time? 

The above-listed commodities are known to be 
medfly hosts and APHIS considers them to be a 
high risk for introducing medfly into the United 
States. APHIS is helping the Dominican Republic 
Agriculture Ministry to establish a trapping 
network that will allow them to determine how 
widespread medfly is in the Dominican Republic. 
Once the Ministry and APHIS are confident of 
the boundaries of the outbreak, APHIS will 
evaluate alternatives that may alleviate some or 
all of these restrictions.

http://www.hungrypests.com/


Why are Hass avocados allowed to enter the 
United States and not the larger varieties which 
are prevalent in the Dominican Republic? 

“Hass” avocados (see figure 1 below) are not 
considered a fruit fly host. Based on a review of 
research, APHIS has determined that Hass 
avocadoes are conditional non-hosts to medfly, 
Ceratitis capitata, and the Anastrepha spp. The 
conditions for non-host Hass avocadoes include 
the requirement that the Hass avocadoes be 
commercially produced and safeguarded after 
harvest from fruit flies prior to export. The larger 
green smooth skinned varieties (see figure 2 
below), including but not limited to Pinkerton, 
Miguel, Bacon, Lula, Russell, Zutano and 
Choquette, are considered medfly hosts based 
on scientific literature and pest interceptions. 

 

Figure 1: Hass avocado 

 

Figure 2: Larger varieties of avocado include 
Pinkerton, Miguel, Bacon, Lula, Russell, Zutano and 
Choquette. 

Are mangoes that undergo hot water 
treatment affected by this action? 

Commercial shipments of mangoes from the 
Dominican Republic will continue to be 
enterable under the conditions of the APHIS hot 
water treatment preclearance program. 

Why are green tomatoes allowed to enter the 
United States and not pink or red tomatoes? 

APHIS does not consider green tomatoes a 
medfly host based on scientific literature and 
pest interceptions. To be considered a green 
tomato, the surface of the fruit must be less 
than 30 percent pink or red at the time of 
harvest. 

Can I send in-transit shipments of fruits and 
vegetables affected by this Federal Order to 
Canada? 

Prohibited products from the Dominican 
Republic are allowed overland transit movement 
as long they enter through U.S. ports north of 
the 39° latitude. This includes airports and 
seaports north of (and including) the Port of 
Baltimore, Maryland. Shipments of prohibited 
products sent to Canada will NOT be allowed to 
move back into the United States. 

How do I apply for an in-transit permit? 

An overview of the PPQ transit permit 
application process  is available on the APHIS 
Web site Transit Permit Information. To apply 
for an in-transit permit, please use  
PPQ Form 586. 

How long will this Federal Order be in place? 

APHIS, in conjunction with the Dominican 
Republic Agriculture Ministry, is assessing the 
medfly outbreak in the Dominican Republic to 
determine further actions. 

Where I can a get the latest information 
regarding the Dominican Republic medfly 
outbreak? 

For updates on this situation, please subscribe 
to the PPQ Stakeholder Registry and select the 
PPQ - Fruits and Vegetables Imports topic. 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/planthealth/sa_import/sa_permits/sa_plant_plant_products/ct_plantproducts/!ut/p/a1/jZNds5owEIZ_zbnMZIkBwqWfgB_UU9tRuWEihkNa-RCwrf31DYJTO-dg4YKZ7L5Jdt88i328w37Kf8g3Xsks5ad67RvB_JNDtBEQ17anI3C92XJtLuYEVroS7JVgbA8dai4BgDIC7mTkTExrBeAa_9u_xT72w7TKqxjveR7LMgiztBJpFZzkoeDF9QVKHmSXIoiy8FLeVvmJq3ws-KmKbwGZ5FlRNTlRJLJ61LX_IjtewjoRtqF7pK4gD-VR3c8FNweMIYtFGqI6FcgaCIF00KlmmpQwy2w7ho5vCLeOqcsIGaiO2ebVAHe29vQxIRrYRrv_iaCX412Chd7L8ccKbG04UXVvlt6rMwNYaK3g2aPeBM88eFqFKnKvujA7XViYePP3WbSQDuBgEcR0FiFq0iM6EE4QMKGBdiSGpjM87-E7KVbj1Zs6llcxkmmU4d2dkhLvai7ycyBaguoN8tv57A8VoDWSvyq86ya0EKWCNBQNeeIdhi14jxc0HnSZNDUePeiF5rwHOx970AxQY8e9_Y4Baoz6Z4C2I-wn0-gF2E-cJ18TNrhKib5_dn5_iZLtehl5HvL3k-sfsmU9Rg!!/?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_plant_health%2Fsa_import%2Fsa_permits%2Fsa_plant_plant_products%2Fsa_transit%2Fct_transit
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/planthealth/sa_import/sa_permits/sa_plant_plant_products/sa_transit/ct_transit/!ut/p/a1/lZFLc4IwFIV_SxddMgkYCC5BraDS2geDsGFiEMkMJEyInWl_fRGw46I-mkXm3pxzkjtfQAI2IOHkk-2JYoKT8tgnVrp48QzdhYY_n89c6D8_rdZ4uTBgYLaG-Iphad6Xn8wdD-EVhBDZBvSnrjfF4wBC37ovDy8sB97KRyABCeWqVgWISV2wJqWCqx1Xacm2ksivR9iQVBxkmgt6aLquLkmrFztSqqI7YFUtpOq1nayYOvcNuxTZgQ6CkoQ3rA1QdaqPc9SUZSBGGdYxtTMNG8jUkK7b2phut5o1ykyk5-MMj1A_9w3yneEa2s5whV3cwsUXn5hZ4P2fUy_u-E5DBpNg315LVKExnguw-SXclQPhvv6DcCecqG7OCEcuSGZ82cSvoK7CMKzskfXmfX_kVeSs_YcfMWIooQ!!/?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_resources%2Fsa_epermits%2Fsa_plants%2Fct_ppq_epermits
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USDAAPHIS/subscriber/new
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