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In order to prevent the introduction of quarantine pests into the United States, § 319.37-2a allows 
the APHIS Administrator to designate the importation of certain taxa of plants for planting as not 
authorized pending pest risk analysis (NAPPRA).  APHIS has determined that the following 
plant taxon should be added to the NAPPRA category.  In accordance with paragraph (b)(1) of 
that section, this data sheet details the scientific evidence APHIS evaluated in making the 
determination that the taxon is a quarantine pest plant. 

Quarantine Pest Plant:  Gomphrena celosioides Mart.1 

Family: Amaranthaceae1 

Synonyms: Gomphrena alba Peter 

Common names: yin hua xian1, globe amaranth, prostrate globe amaranth, baan mai ruu 
roi paa, gomphrena weed, soft khakiweed, white eye2. 

Distribution of plant: 

Brazil, Bolivia, Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay1, Taiwan, Thailand, Australia, India, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, South Africa6, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Burundi, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Tanzania, Uganda,9. Widely naturalized in the tropics1 

Distribution in the United States:  none reported3

Damage potential of plant: 

Gomphrena celosioides was identified as a potential threat to United States ecosystems 
using a model that prioritized pest plants based on their invasive potential, geographic 
range potential, damage potential and entry potential4. G. celosioides is toxic to 
mammals1 and is invasive in the Pacific Islands5,

 
8. Holm et al. reported that G. 

celosioides is a serious weed of Taiwan and Thailand6
. In southern Africa, G. celosioides 

is competitive and tends to replace indigenous vegetation7
.  



 
References: 
 

1. USDA, Agricultural Research Service, National Genetic Resources Program. Germplasm 
Resources Information Network (GRIN). [Online Database] National Germplasm 
Resources Laboratory, Beltsville, Maryland. Accessed February 1, 2011 online at 
http://www.ars-grin.gov/cgi-bin/npgs/html/taxon.pl?411200 
 

2. Randall, R.P. 2002. A Global Compendium of Weeds.  Accessed February 1, 2011 online 
at http://www.hear.org/gcw/species/gomphrena_celosioides/ 

 
3. USDA, National Resources Conservation Service. The PLANTS database. National Plant 

Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA. Accessed February 1, 2011 online at 
http://plants.usda.gov/java/ 

 
4. Parker, C., Caton, B.P., & Fowler, L. 2007. Ranking Nonindigenous Weed Species by 

Their Potential to Invade the United States. Weed Science 55:386-397 
 

5. Yoshioka, Toshiya. 2005. Invasive Plants Database: Accessed February 1, 2011 online at 
http://invasive.m-fuukei.jp/sdetail.php?g=Gomphrena&s=celosioides 

 
6. Holm, L.G., Pancho, J.V., Herberger, J.P. and Plucknett, D.L.  1979. A Geographical 

Atlas of World Weeds. Wiley-Interscience, New York. 391 pp. 
 

7. Wells, M.J., Balsinhas, A.A., Joffe, H., Engelbrecht, V.M., Harding, G. and Stirton, C.H. 
1986. A catalogue of problem plants in southern Africa. Memoirs of the Botanical Survey 
of South Africa 53. 658 pp.  

 
8. Pacific Islands Ecosystem at Risk project (PIER).  Plant Threats to Pacific Ecosystems. 

Accessed February 1, 2011 online at 
http://www.hear.org/Pier/species/gomphrena_celosioides.htm 

 
9. W3 Tropicos, the nomenclatural database of the Missouri Botanical Garden. Accessed 

February 1, 2011 online at http://www.tropicos.org/Name/1100153 
 

 

http://www.ars-grin.gov/cgi-bin/npgs/html/taxon.pl?411200
http://www.hear.org/gcw/species/gomphrena_celosioides/
http://plants.usda.gov/java/
http://invasive.m-fuukei.jp/sdetail.php?g=Gomphrena&s=celosioides
http://www.hear.org/Pier/species/gomphrena_celosioides.htm
http://www.tropicos.org/Name/1100153

