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USA COMMENTS

GENERAL COMMENT: While the United States understands the desire by certain Members to
expand the number of diseases for which the OIE grants official status, it does have strong concerns
over the indiscriminate expansion for such disease recognition. The United States asks that the OIE
carefully review and consider any implications associated with granting official freedom from
diseases that are vector borne. As noted in our comments made in the actual AHS Code chapter, the
United States has already made known its concerns with granting seasonal freedom for AHS.
Despite well-intended efforts, the control of vector borne diseases is difficult and extremely
challenging. Factors that are currently affecting the occurrence and distribution of vector borne
diseases include globalization and climate change. Witness alone the spread of West Nile virus
across the United States or that of several Bluetongue serotypes across Europe and North America
just during this past decade. Furthermore, given that the main vector for transmitting African Horse
Sickness virus (Culicoides imicola), circulates in Europe, it may be just a matter of time before this
disease makes its way from sub-Saharan Africa again. It is with this concern that the United States
asks that the OIE carefully review its consideration of adding vector borne diseases for which
official status is granted. The following references may assist any ad hoc group with this review:

Gale P, Brouwer A, Ramnial V, Kelly L, Kosmider R, Fooks AR, and Snary EL. Assessing
the impact of climate change on vector-viruses in the EU through the elicitation of
expert opinion. Epidemiol. Infect. (2010), 138, 214-225.

Reiter P, Rogers. Climate change and mosquito-borne disease: knowing the horse before
hitching the cart in climate change: impact on the epidemiology and control of animal
diseases. Rev Sci Tech 2008;27(2); 383-398.

Mellor, PS. African horse sickness. Vet Res. 35 (2004); 445-466

CHAPTER 1.6.

STATUS FOR OIE LISTED DISEASES:
PROCEDURES FOR SELF DECLARATION AND
FOR OFFICIAL RECOGNITION BY THE OIE
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