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Article 10.3.3. 

Importation or transit of aquatic animals and aquatic animal products for any purpose from a 
country, zone or compartment not declared free from gyrodactylosis Gyrodactylus salaris 

1. Competent Authorities should not require any gyrodactylosis Gyrodactylus salaris related conditions, regardless 
of the gyrodactylosis Gyrodactylus salaris status of the exporting country, zone or compartment when authorising 
the importation or transit of the following aquatic animals and aquatic animal products from the species 
referred to in Article 10.3.2. intended for any purpose and complying with Article 5.3.1.: 

……. 

Rationale for changes indicated below:   
Unlike other diseases that are caused by a specific etiological agent, gyrodactylosis can be associated 
with any number of the extremely diverse Gyrodactylus genus.  Gyrodactylosis due to species other 
than the Gyrodactylus salaris is a very common clinical concern in many fish culture systems, but 
does not approach the (consequences and spread) criteria for OIE listing.  Methods do exist for the 
identification of the pathogen species of concern, G. salaris (Aquatic Manual chapter 2.3.3, Shinn et 
al, 2010), but not for many of the other Gyrodactylus species which have not been well characterized 
or even described in many cases.  Therefore, the United States believes that the general term, 
gyrodactylosis, which is associated with common clinical cases that pose no international threat, 
should be replaced with a listing that places a greater emphasis on the precise species of concern. 
 
Reference:   
Shinn, AP; Collins, C; Garcia-Vasquez, A; Snow, M; Matejusova, I; Paladini, G; Longshaw, M; 
Lindenstrom, T; Stone, DM; Turnbull, JF; Picon-Camacho, SM; Rivera, CV; Duguid, RA; Mo, TA; 
Hansen, H; Olstad, K; Cable, J; Harris, PD; Kerr, R; Graham, D; Monaghan, SJ; Yoon, GH; 
Buchmann, K; Taylor, NGH; Bakke, TA; Raynard, R; Irving, S; Bron, JE (2010) Multi-centre testing 
and validation of current protocols for the identification of Gyrodactylus salaris (Monogenea) 
International Journal for Parasitology 40:12 (1455-1467). 
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2.  When authorising the importation or transit of aquatic animals and aquatic animal products of a species 
referred to in Article 10.3.2., other than those referred to in point 1 of Article 10.3.3., Competent 
Authorities should require the conditions prescribed in Articles 10.3.7. to 10.3.12. relevant to the 
gyrodactylosis status of the exporting country, zone or compartment. 

3. When considering the importation or transit of aquatic animals and aquatic animal products from an exporting 
country, zone or compartment not declared free of gyrodactylosis Gyrodactylus salaris of a species not covered 
in Article 10.3.2. but which could reasonably be expected to pose a risk of transmission for 
gyrodactylosis, Competent Authorities should conduct a risk analysis in accordance with the 
recommendations in the Aquatic Code. The exporting country should be informed of the outcome of this 
assessment. 

[…] 

Article 10.3.12. 

Importation of aquatic animals and aquatic animal products for retail trade for human consumption 
from a country, zone or compartment not declared free from gyrodactylosis Gyrodactylus salaris 

1. Competent Authorities should not require any gyrodactylosis Gyrodactylus salaris related conditions, regardless 
of the gyrodactylosis Gyrodactylus salaris status of the exporting country, zone or compartment when authorising 
the importation or transit of the following commodities which have been prepared and packaged for retail 
trade and complying with Article 5.3.2.: 

a) [fish (chilled or frozen); 

b) fillets or cutlets (chilled or frozen); 

c) dried fish (including air dried, flame dried and sun dried); 

d) smoked salmonids] (under study). 

a) no commodities listed. 

For these commodities Members may wish to consider introducing internal measures to address the risks 
associated with the commodity being used for any purpose other than for human consumption. 

2. When importing aquatic animals or aquatic animal products, other than those referred to in point 1 above, of 
the species referred to in Article 10.3.2. from a country, zone or compartment not declared free from 
gyrodactylosis Gyrodactylus salaris, the Competent Authority of the importing country should assess the risk and 
apply appropriate risk mitigation measures. 
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