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Article 2.2.3. 

Principles of risk assessment 

1. Risk assessment should be flexible to deal with the complexity of real life situations. No single method is 
applicable in all cases. Risk assessment must be able to accommodate the variety of animal commodities, the 
multiple hazards that may be identified with an importation and the specificity of each disease, detection 
and surveillance systems, exposure scenarios and types and amounts of data and information. 

2. Both qualitative risk assessment and quantitative risk assessment methods are valid. Although quantitative 
assessment is recognised as being able to provide deeper insights into a particular problem, qualitative 
methods may be more relevant when available data are limited. 
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