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GLOSSARY

uati imal Ith

means the governmental and non-governmental organisations that implement animal health and
welfare measures and other standards and recommendations in the Aguatic Code in the territory. The
Aguatic Animal Health Services are under the overall control and direction of the Competent Authority.
Private sector organisations, veterinarians, aquatic animal health professionals or veterinary
paraprofessionals are normally accredited ot approved by the Competent Authority to deliver the
delegated functions.

Protection zone

means a zone established to protect the health status of aguatic animals in a free country or free zone, from

those in a country or zope of a different aguatic animal health status, using measures based on the
epidemiology of the disease under consideration to prevent spread of the eausative i€ disease
agent into a free country or free zone. These measures may include, but are not limited to, vaccination,
movement control and an intensified degree of surveillance.

CentralBuresulHeadquarters
means the Permanent Secretariat of the World Organisation for Animal Health swhich-headeuarters-are

located at:

12, rue de Prony, 75017 Paris, France
Telephone: 33-(0)1 44 15 18 88

Fax: 33-(0)1 42 67 09 87

Electronic mail: oie@oie.int

WWW: http://www.oie.int

Competent Authority

means the Veterinary Authority or other Governmental Authority of an—OHE Member having the

responsibility and competence for ensuring or supervising the implementation of aquatic animal health

and welfare measures, international health certification and other standards and recommendations in the
Aguatic Code in the whole territory.

Early detection system
means an efficient system for ensuring the rapid recognition of signs that are suspicious of a /fisted
disease, or an emerging disease situation, or unexplained mortality, in aguatic animals in an aquaculture
establishment or in the wild, and the rapid communication of the event to the Competent Authority, with


http://www.oie.int/�

the aim of activating diagnostic investigation with minimal delay.
Such a system will include the following characteristics:

a) broad awareness, e.g. among the personnel employed at aguaculture establishments or involved in
processing, of the characteristic signs of the /Jsted diseases and emerging diseases,

b)  weterinarians or aguatic animal health speetalists professionals trained in recognising and reporting
suspicionss of disease occurrence;

c) ability of the Competent Authority to undertake rapid and effective disease investigation based on a
national chain of command;

d) access by the Competent Authority to laboratories with the facilities for diagnosing and
differentiating /sted diseases and emerging diseases;

¢) thelegal obligation of private veterinarians or aguatic animal health professionals to report suspicions
of disease occurrence to the Veterinary Authority ot other Competent Authority.

Emerging disease

means a newly recognised zfection resulting from the evolution or change of an existing pathogenic
agent, a known snfection spreading to a new geographic area or population, or a previously unrecognised
pathogenic agent ot djsease diagnosed for the first time and which has a significant impact on aguatic
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means a biological, chemical or physical agent in, or a condition of, an aguatic animal ot aguatic animal
product with the potential to cause an adverse effect on aguatic animalhealth or public health.

Infected zone
means a goze in which a
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disease has been diagnosed. Fheinfeted soneraustbeclearlydefined by the
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International aquatic animal health certificate

means a certificate, issued in conformity with the provisions of Chapter 5.10., describing the aguatic
animal health and/or public health requirements swhiek-that sust should be are fulfilled prior to export
of the aguatic animal bythe-exported commodityses.

Notification — Aquatic Code
means the procedure by which:

1. the Veterinary Authority informs the GentratBurean Headquarters,
2. the GentratBurean Headquarters informs 1Veterinary Authorities of Members

of the occurrence eenfirmation of a disease entbreak, according to the provisions of Section 1. of the
Agquatic Cod.

Pathological material

means samples obtained from live or dead aguatic animals, containing or suspected of containing
infectious-or-parasitie disease goents, to be sent to a laboratory.

Susceptible species
means a species of aquatic animal in which infection has been demonstrated by natural cases or by
experimental exposures to the disease agent that mimics the natural pathways for infection. Each disease
chapter in the Aguatic Code and Agunatic Manual contains a list of currently known susceptible species.




