
 

  
 

 
 
Import Alert: Removal of HPAI restrictions for avian commodities 
originating from or transiting British Columbia, Canada 
 
 
Issuance Date: June 9, 2015 
 
Effective immediately  the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Veterinary Services (VS) is removing  
prohibitions  due to HPAI, on the importation of poultry, commercial birds,  
other types of birds (research, performing), ratites, any avian hatching eggs, 
unprocessed avian products and by-products, and certain fresh poultry products, 
which originated from or transited through the province of British Columbia, 
Canada. This Alert updates  the previous Alert dated April 16th that referenced 
import restrictions  placed  on British Columbia.  Import restrictions in that alert 
pertaining to the province of Ontario, Canada are still in effect.   
 
Processed and unprocessed avian meat, meat products and egg products for 
personal use originating from or transiting through the province of  British 
Columbia, Canada and entering in passenger baggage for personal use may now 
be imported without restriction.  All other avian/poultry products that are not 
imported in passenger baggage continue to require an import permit and/or 
CFIA certification.  Customs and Border Protection (CBP) port personnel are 
advised to consult the Animal Products Manual for import determination and 
guidance. 
 
Canadian pet birds, (including U.S. origin returning birds) originating from  or 
transiting locations within  British Columbia, Canada, can enter the United States 
from Canada through a US port of entry  with a valid APHIS issued import permit 
and port inspection.  A health certificate and  30 days quarantine will no longer 
be required.  
 
For any other questions, please contact a local Plant Protection and Quarantine 
(PPQ), Veterinary Regulatory Support (VRS) Agriculture Quarantine Inspection 
(AQI), Veterinary Medical Officer (VMO), or PPQ VRS headquarters staff in 
Riverdale, Maryland at (301) 851-2295. 
 
 
Joyce Bowling-Heyward DVM, MS 
National Director, Import Export Animals 
National Import Export Services 
Veterinary Services 
301-851-3350 
Fax 301-734-6402 

 
 
United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 
 
Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection 
Service 
 
Veterinary Services 
 
National Center 
for Import and Export 
 
4700 River Rd 
Unit 39 
Riverdale, MD 
20737 
 
 
301-851-3300 (v) 
301-734-6402 (f) 
 

 
 
Safeguarding American Agriculture 

Federal Relay Service 
APHIS is an agency of USDA’s Marketing and Regulatory Programs         (Voice/TTY/ASCII/Spanish) 

    An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer              1-800-877-8339 
                  
                    


