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July 12. 2004

The Honorable Richic Farmer
Commissioner of Agriculture
Kentucky Departiment of Agriculture
Suitc 188

Capitol Annex

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

Dear Commissioner Farmer:

This is in further response to your letters of April 19 and May 7, 2004, to Secretary
Veneman requesting a special need exception to supersede current Federal sudden oak
death (SOD) regulations and impose additional restrictions on the movement of Cahfomla
nursery stock and other materials into the Commonweaith of Kentucky.

We understand your desire to protect Kentucky's agricultural industries. The
Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
continues to work with the National Plant Board (NPB), the National Association of State
Departments of Agricuiture (NASDA), and the industry to minimize the risk of spreading
Phytophthora ramorum, the fungus that causes SOD, to areas where the organism is not -
known to be established. In 2002, we promulgated regulations that have led to
multi-county quarantines in California, as well as a smaller area in Oregon. APHIS also
coordinated the preparation and implementation of a program to certify host and
associated host nursery stock from these areas. In addition, as you indicate, on April
22, 2004, APHIS issued an “Amended Order Restricting Movement of Nursery Stock
from California Nurseries” to prevent the dissemination of P. ramorum by regulating the
interstate movement of host and associated host plants from commercial areas in
non-quarantined counties in Caiifornia. This action was taken in response to the March
2004 detections of SOD in southern California and provides additional assurances that
commercial nursery stock shipments from that State are free of the disease. We
worked with NPB and NASDA in a good faith effort to determme the level of regulation
appropriate for the situation.

APHIS’ current actions to address P. ramorum are in accordance with national and
international phytosanitary standards and are based on the best available science we
have at this time regarding the biology of and rigks associated with the pathogen, as well
as current information regarding its distribution. We will continue to adjust our SOD
regulatory approach—including, as appropriate, amending the scope of the current



Federal Order to include other areas within States where the pathogen is
established—in accordance with verifiable scientific information. In this regard,
The Honorable Richie Farmer
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APHIS recently convened a panel of scientific experts and noted academics from other
Federal and State agencies, universities, and foreign governments to address Agency
officials’ remaining questions about SOD and identify any additional risk mitigation
measures that may be available to decisionmakers. We expect that the nationwide
SOD survey in nuiseries and natural resource areas and ongoing European-U.S.
research concerning the biology of SOD will provide additional information that will help
shape our future regulatory actions. We want to take this opportunity to express our
appreciation for your State’s participation in and support of the national SOD survey.

On behalf of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, you requested permission to impose
additional restrictions on all plants and plant products from all nurseries throughout the
entire State of California. Section 436 (b) (2) (B) of the Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C.
7758) provides a State or political subdivision of a State an opportunity to petition the
Secretary for such permission. Under the Act, any determination of special need must
~ be based on “sound scientific data or a thorough risk assessment” demonstrating that
there is a special need for the additional measures proposed.

APHIS officials have carefully reviewed the materials submitted by your State, along
with the relevant authorities contained in the Plant Protection Act. We do not believe
that there is scientific evidence to indicate that P. ramorum is established throughout
California or to suggest that all plants and all piant products from all nurseries
throughout the State of California should be regulated for the pathogen. Accordingly,
in the absence of further scientific data, we must respectfu!ly deny your State’s request
for a special need exceéption.

Please be assured that APHIS is monitoring the developing situation closely and Wl” ,
conlinue to base al: SCD policies and program strategies on the best available science
regarding this compiicated disease. :

S’incerély,f
/sl
Bill Hawks

Under Secretary
Marketing and Regulatory Programs



cc:. MRP, Wash., DC
Dr. Richard L. Dunkle, PPQ, Wash., DC w/cy of inc.
Ms. Felicia Stepney, LPA, Riverdale, MD w/cy of inc.
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United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Heaith
Inspection
Service

Washington, DC
20250 -

May 28, 2009

Dr. Harry Fulton

State Entomologist

Bureau of Plant Industry

Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce
P.O. Box 5207

Mississippi Street, Mississippi 39762

Dear Dr. Fulton:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection.Service (APHTS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brewn apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and for sudden oak death
(Phytophthora rantorum, SOD)

APHIS is cuirently evaluating these requests. Our review will include an analysis to
determine if the States’ request meets the special needs criteria listed in special needs
request regulations (7 CFR Patt 301.1). APHIS i is also considering potenual alternatives
to fulfill the concerns of the States. . ;

Given the leve! of interest by the number of States in these requests, APHIS is assessing
whether ths requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concerns that
might affect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. As
part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of
National Plaut Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to provide an -
oppertunity to nbsczvc ﬁrst-h and the regulatory measures cur rently in place. -

Foilowing the LBAM and SOD program vmts, we would like to 1nv1te the petmomng
States to engage in a discussion that will help us determine whether or not the same |
concerns remain, whether there are new or different concerns, and whether the remaining
concerns are best addressed in the context of the special needs request process or in a
broader, national context. We will be contacting you to discss arrangements for the .
discussion scon. For additional information, contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771
or Eric Hrszar (301) 734- 0873 or you may visit APHIS wcbsne Plant Health Spec1al
‘Needs Request Rule.

bt/ fwww, thlS usda.gov/plant h».alth/SDecnaI needs request/mdex shtml

Sir caarely,

(a0 3B I
Rebecca A. Bech

Denuty Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine



United States
Department of
Agricuiture

Animal and
Plant Health
inspection
Service

Washington, DC
20250 7

LODA

May 28, 2009

Mr. Criag Roussel
Director
Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry

P.O. Box 3596
Rator: Rouge, Louisiana 70821-3596

Decar Mr. Roussel:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health.Inspection Service (APHIS) received.
two Spacidi Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light™
brown appie moth (Epiphyas postvittana, T BAM) and for sudden oak. dcath

(Phytophthora ramorum, SOD).

APHIS is currontly evaluating these requests Our review will mclude an analysis to

~ determine if the States’ request meets the speclal needs criteria listed in special needs

reauest regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also chsxdermg potenual alternauves
to fuifill the concerns of the Statcs.- ‘

Given the leve! of interest by the ‘number of States in these requests, APHIS is assessing =~
whether the requests reflect special nceds or whether they reflect broader concems that -

- might affect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. As

part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of

- National Plant Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to prowde an

oppmtunﬁy to observe ﬁr-'st-hand the regulatory measures cm‘rent!y in place.

_Fo‘lomng the LBAM and SOD program v1sxts, we would like to mwte the petmomng

States to engageina dlscussmn that will help us determine whether or not the same -

© concerns temait, whether there are new or different concerns, and whether the remaining

coricerns are best addressed in the context of the special needs request process orina

‘ bmadex, rational context. We will be contacting you to discuss arrangements for the

dnscussum soort. Tor additional mfennamcn contact either Mike Tadle (301)734-0771
Bric Huszar (301) 734-0873 or you may visit APHIS wcbszte, Plant Hea th, Specxai

Needs Request Rule. , '
bttp:/www.aphis. usda.cov/ )lant heal u’s eclal needs re uest/mdex shtn

Sircerely.

R ARI>

Rehecca A. Bech
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantive



United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Heaith
Inspection
Sarvice

Washington, DC
20250

May 28, 2009

(b)(6)

State Entonologist

Department of Entomology

$-225 Agriculture Science Center North
Universitv of Kentucky

Lexingtor, Kentucky 40546-0091

Dea (b)(6)

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and for sudden oak death '
(Piwrophtkom ramorum, SOD), :

APUIS is curr ently cvaluating these requests. Our review will molude an analysis to
determine if the States’ request mcets the Specxal needs criteria listed in special necds

request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also conszdermg potential a]tematwes
to fulﬁli the concerns of the States B

Given the level of interest by the numbel of States in these requests APHIS is assessmg

- whether the requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concerns that

might alfect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD' programs. As |
part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of ;
National Plant Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to pr0v1de an.
ct)por(nnrty to observe first~hand the regulatory measures cuncntly m place ‘

Fo Im Anig the LPAM am:l SOD program VlSltS, wc would hko to umtc thc pctmonmg

-~ Stales to engage in a discussion that will help us determme whethet or ot the same -
~ concerns remain, whether there are new or different concerns, and whether the remammg -
~ concems aie best addressed in the context of the special needs request process or'ina.

broacler, rational context. We will be contacting you to discuss arrangements for the

 discussion soon. For additional information, contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771

or Eric Huszar (301) 734-0873 or ' you may v:SJt APHIS website, Plant Health, Speclal

- Needs Request Rule.
 htty//wwny.aphis.usda, ,q,ov/plam heanhfqnecml needq 1equest!mdex shtmj

Sv vernlv,

Vsl A@gsu

Rebecca A. Bech
Devuty Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine



United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animaland
Plant Heaith
Ingpection
Service

Washington, DC
20250

May 28, 2009

Mr. Mike Evans

Director

Plant Protection Division

Georgia Department of Agriculture
19 Martin Luther King Drive, Room 243
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-4201 .

Dear Mr. Evans:

'On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received

two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light

- brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and for sudden oak death

(Phytophthora ramoruni, SOD).

APUIS is currently evaluating these requests. Our review will include an analysis to
determine if the States’ request meets the special necds criteria listed in special needs
request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also cons1dermg potentxal alternatives
to fulﬁll the concerns of the States. o

Given the lqvei of interest by the number of States in these reqﬁests; APHIS is a'ss'essing

- whether the requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concerns that

mizght affect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. As
part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of
National Plant Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to providéan

~ opportunity to observe ﬁrst~hand the 1egu1atory measures currenﬂy in place

I‘oﬂowmg the LBA\/I and %OD program vmts, we would lxke to 1nv1te the petmomng
States Lo engage in a discussion that will help us determine whether or not the same -

‘concerns remain, whether therc are new or different concerns, and whether the remazm’ng .

‘concens are best addressed in the context of the special needs request process orina
broader, national context. We will be contacting you to discuss arrangements for the.
discussion soon. For additiorial information, contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771

~ or Eric Huszar (301) 734- 0873 or you may v1sxt APH_IS websﬂe, PIant Health Speclal
- Ne=ds Request Rule; ~ , .

htin://wway.aphis.u u%dggovfplfmt healthz’sg cxal nee 3

Su werely,

(el dag,

Rebesca A. Bech
Deputy A dlmmstrator
P!mt Protection and Quarantine



United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Healthy
Inspection
Servica

Washinglon, DC
20250

USDA

May 28, 2009

Mr. Richard Gaskalla
Director of T'torida Department of Agriculture
Division of Plant Industry -
Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services
P. O Box 147100
Gainesville, Florida 32614-7100

Dear Mr. Gaskalla:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and for sudden oak death
(Pfozlophz'fzam ramoruny, SODY).

APUIS is currently evaluati ng these reqﬁests. Our review will include an analysis to.

determine if the Siates’ request meets the special needs criteria listed in special needs -

request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also considering potennal alternatives

- to fulfill the concerns of the States.

Gwcn the level of interest by thc number of States in these requests, 'APHIS is assessing
whether the requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concerns that
might affect the overall regulatory [ramework for the LBAM and SOD programs. As

; p.m of this proccss, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of -

National Plant Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to pravide an

o opm:rr'mn*‘y to observe ﬁrst—hand the regulatorv measures currenﬁy in plase

Pollowmg the I BAM and SOD pmgram visits, we would like to invite thc petitioning
States to engage in a discussion that will help us determine whether or not the same
concerns remain, whether there are hew or different concerns, and whcther the remammg
concetns are hest addressed in the context of the special needs request process or ina.
broader, national context. We will be contacting you to discuss arrangements for the:
discussion soon. For additional information, contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771

- or Bric Huszar (301) ”34—0873 or you may visit APHIS websltc, Plant Health Specxal

Nezds Request Rule.

}*14 ¥ //ww N, dDhlS usda aovi’p!an‘c healtlﬂsncmal needs reaue%t/mdex shtml

Sincerely,

/%,Q@, A\f;n

Rebecca A. Bech .
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantire




United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Health
inspection
Service

Washington, DC
20250

USDA
oL

May 28, 2009

Mr. Larry Nichols

Office of Plant and Pest Services

Virginia Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services -

P. 0. Box 1163 :

Richmond, Virginia 23218

Dear Mg. Nichols:

On March 6, 2009 the Animal and Plant Health Inspcctxon Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas | postvittana, LBAM) and for sudden oak death
(Phytophthora ramorum, SOD) o «

~ APHIS is currently evaluatmg these requests. Our review will include an analysis to

determine if the States’ request meets the special needs criteria listed in special needs
request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also consxdermg potcntlal alternatives
to fulﬁll tha concems of the States o

G,wcn the level of i mterest by the number of States in these requests, APHIS is assessmg
whether the requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concerns that
might affect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD prograins. As
part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of
National Plaut Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to provide an
opportumty tu observe ﬁrst~hzmd the regulatory measures currently in place

Followmg the LBAM and SOD program v1sxts we would like to mvﬂ:e the pe’utzomng
States to engage in a discussion that will help us determine whether or not the same
concerns remain, whether there are new or different concerns, and whether the remmmng
concerns are best addressed in the context of the special needs request processor in a
bmader, national context. We will be contacting you to discuss arrangements for the -

. discussion soon. For additional information, contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771

or Eric Huszar (301} ?34—0873 or you may VISlt APHIS websxte, Plant Health, Spccxal
Needs Request Rule.
m.g [;’ww ap_hls usda. szov/glant healthfsgengal needg geguest/mdex sl_;tm}

Smccrcly, :

ReBécga A.Bech |
~ Deputy Administrator
- Plant Protection and Quarantine




Unifed States
Department of
Agriculture

Animal and
Plant Health
{nspection
Servica

Washington, DG
20260

USDA
P |

May 28, 2009

Ms, Christel Harden

Assistant Department Head
Department of Plant Industry

511 Westinghouse Road _
Pendleton, South Carolina 29670~

Dcar Ms. Hardeh:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Scrvice (APHIS) received -

- two Spccial Nceds Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light

brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, | ,BAM) and for sudden oak dcath:

‘ (Phytophlhom raniorum, SOD).

APHIS is currently evaluating these requests. Our review will include an analysis to
determine if the States® request meets the special needs criteria listed in special needs
request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also considering potent]al alternatives-
to I‘ulﬁll the concerns of the States* : o

Given the level of interest by the number of States in these requests, APHIS is assessing

‘whether the requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concerns that

might affect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. As

part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of f .

National Plant Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to provxde an

‘ opportumly o observe ﬁrst-hand the regulatory measures currently i in place.

B ollowmg the LBAM and SOD proglam vths we would like to invite the petitioning |

Stateés lo en gage in a discussion that will heIp us detcrmmc whcther or not the same -

concerns tcnnm, whether there are new or different concerns, and whether the rc.mmmng :

concerns ate best addressed in the context of the special needs request processor in &
broader, national context. We will be contacting you to discuss arrangements for the
discussion soon. For additional information, contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771
or Eric Huszar (301) 734- 08"3 or you may visit APHIS webszte Plant Health Special

Needs Request Rule. .

v ,hm:) f/www aplm usch gov/plant heaithfspectat needs 1equestfm_dex shtm,l

o Sincerely,

(R0l

Rebecca A. Bech
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarautine

i e



United States
Department of
Agriculitire

Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection
Servica

Washington, DC
20250

USDA
P |

May 28, 2009

Mr. David Padilla Velez

Supervisor

State Plant Quarantine Program

Puerto Rico Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 10163

San Tuan, Puerto Rico 00908-1163

Dear Mr. Velez;

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Nceds Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and for sudden oak dcath
(Phyrophthora ramorum, SOD).

APHIS is currently evalua’;ing these requests. Our review will include an analysis to
determine if the Stales’ request meets the specnal needs criteria listed in special needs
request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also consudermg potential alternatives
to fulfill ’Lhe concerns of the St&tes

Given the level of intcrest by the number of States in these requests, APHIS is assessing
whetlter the requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concernis that
might affect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. As
part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of

 National Plant Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs 10 provide an-
‘ oppox tumly to observe ﬁrstAhmd the regulatory measures currently in place.

~ Following the LBAM and ‘SOD program vxsxts we would like to mv;te the pcntmmng

States to engage ina discussion that will help us determine whether or not the same

~ concerns remain, whether there are new or different concerns, and whether the remammg

concesns are bést addressed in the context of the special needs request processorina
broader, national context: We will be contactitig you to discuss arrangements for the
discussion soon, For additional information; contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771
or Eric Huszar (301) 734- 0873 or you may visit APHIS webszte, Plant Health Special

 Needs Request Rule.

http: //www aphis. usda, s:ov/niant health/snectg 1_needs reguegtfmdex §h§g;1,

Smce‘ely,

Rebeeca A. Bech

Deputy Adminisu'ator ’
Plant Protection and Quarantine



United States
Department of
Agriculture

Animat and
Plant Health
Inspection
Servics

Washington, DC
20250

May 28, 2009

i Mr. Sancho M. Dickinson

Director

Consumer Protection Services Division
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Food and Torestry

P. O. Box 528804

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152-8804

Dear Mr. Dickinson:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Ilealth Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and for sudden oak dea’rh

(Phytophthora ramorum, SOD).

APHiS is currently evaluating these requests. Our review will include an analysis to
determine if the States’ rcquest meets tthspecml needs criteria listed in special needs
request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also cons1dermg potential alternatives
to fulfill Ihe concerns of the States. -

Given the level of interest by the number of States in these requests, APHIS is assessing
whether the requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concerns that
might affect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. As. .
part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of-
National Plant Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to provide an.

| opportumtv to observe ﬁrst—hand the regnlatory measures currently in place

Followmg the LBAM and SOD program vxsm we would like to invite the pctxtxomng
States to en gage in a discussion that will help us determine whether or not the same
concerns remain, whether there are new or different concerns, and whether the remanung
concerns are best addressed in the context of the special needs request process or in a

© broader, national context. We will be contacting you to discuss arrangements for the

discussion soon. For additional information, contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771 -
or Eric Huszar (301) 734-0873 or you may visit APHIS website, Plant EIealth, Special
Neceds Request Rule. V

It/ wwny dzﬂ:‘w usda, oovfnhnt I eam‘/sgema! needs request. 1gde\: s 1tml '

Sincerely,

<3L

Rebecca A. Bech

Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine



United States
Department of

© Agriculture.

Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection
Service

Washington, DC
20250

USDA
aaai

May 28, 2009

Dr. Stephen Schinidt

Plant Pest Administrator

North Carolina Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services

Plant Industry Division

1060 Mai! Service Centor ,

Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-1060 \

Dear Dr. Schmidt:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Necds Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvitiana, LBAM) and for sudden oak death
(Phytophthora ramorum, SOD). ,

APHITS is currently cvaluating these requests. Our review will include an analysis to

“determine if the States’ request meets the special needs criteria listed in special needs

request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). APHIS is also cons:dermg potentlal alternatives

vto fu ﬁll the concerns of the States..

Given the level of interest by the number of States in these requests APHIS is assessing

whether the requests reflect special needs or whether they reflect broader concerns that
might affect the overall regulatory framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. As
part of this process, APHIS is helping several States facilitate a site visit for a number of
National Plant Board members to the LBAM and SOD programs to provide an
Oppertum’cy to obse:rve first-hand the regulatory medsures cnnentiy in place.

F ollow:mg the LBAM and SOD program v1sxts, we wouid like to mvxte the petmomng

' States to engage in a discussion that will help us determine whether or not the same =~
concerhs remain, whether there are new or different concerns, and whether the remaining

concerns are best addressed in the context of the special needs request process or ina
broader, national context. We will be contacting you to discuss arrangements for the
discussion soon. For additional information, contact either Mike Tadle (301) 734-0771
ot Eric Huszar (301) 734- 0873 or you may visit APHIS websxte, PIant Health Specla}
Needs Request Rule. ,

hittp: /f\mvw aDIm usda, gov/nlant healthfsgccml needs xequest/mdex shin_u

' Smcerely, 4

(e ABA

Rebecca A. Bech

Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine



Inited States
)epartment of
\griculture

\nimal and Plant
{ealth Inspection
ervice

Vashington, DC
0250

5

C\

USDA
St

September 21, 2009

Mr. David Padilla Velez

Supervisor

State Plant Quarantine Program

Puerto Rico Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 10163

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00908-1163

Dear Mr. Padilla Velez:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death ( Phytophtlzom
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concemns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concemns were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

Safeguarding American Agriculture
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For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit our
Website at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Bech

Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Ms. Christel Harden

Assistant Deputy Head
Department of Plant Industry
511 Westinghouse Road
Pendleton, South Carolina 29607

Dear Ms. Harden:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concems were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.
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For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please Vvisit

our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_hea]th/special_needs_request/index.shtml .

Sincerely,

@u«vgﬁla&\)
Rebecca Bech
Deputy Administrator

Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Mr. Sancho M. Dickinson

Director

Consumer Protection Services Division
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture
Food and Forestry

P.O. Box 528804

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73152-8804

Dear Mr. Dickinson:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concemns were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
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that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit

our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

QEQQ«QS@,QJ’\)

Rebecca Bech
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Dr. Harry Fulton

State Entomologist

Bureau of Plant Industry :
Mississippi Department of Agriculture and Commerce
P.O. Box 5207

Mississippi Street, Mississippi 39762

Dear Dr. Fulton:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death ( Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concemns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concems were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concems. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

Safeguarding American Agriculture
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For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit
our Website at

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

(ol ARudi
Rebecca Bech
Deputy Administrator

Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Mr. Craig Roussel

Director

Plant Protection Division

Georgia Department of Agriculture

19 Martin Luther king Drive, Room 243
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-4201

Dear Mr. Roussel:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD). ,

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concems that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concems were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.
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For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit
our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

@ﬁ,ﬂaﬂ%

Rebecca Bech
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Dr. John Obrycki

State Entomologist

Department of Entomology _
S-225 Agriculture Science Center North
University of Kentucky

Lexington, Kentucky 40546-0091

Dear Dr. Obrycki:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concerns were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

Safeguarding American Agriculture
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For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit

our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Bech

Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Dr. Stephen Schmidt

Plant Pest Administrator

North Carolina Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services

Plant Industry Division

1060 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-1060

Dear Dr. Schmidt:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora

ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each

State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concerns were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
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that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit

our Website at ‘
http://www .aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

Rebecca Bech
Deputy Administrator

Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Mr. Mike Evans

Director

Plant Protection Division

Georgia Department of Agriculture

19 Martin Luther King Drive, Room 243
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-4201

Dear Mr. Evans:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth ( Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each

State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concerns were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

Safeguarding American Agricufture

— Federal Relay Service
APHIS 15 an agency of USDA’s Marketing and Regulatory Programs (Voice/TTY/ASCII/Spanish)

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 1-800-877-8339



For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit

our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

5 -
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Rebecca Bech

Deputy Administrator

Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Mr. Richard Gaskalla
Director of Florida Department of Agriculture
Division of Plant Industry
Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services
P.O. Box 147100
Gainsville, Florida 32614-7100

Dear Mr. Gaskalla:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information 1n
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concerns were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
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that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit
our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

‘Rebecca Bech
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Mr. Terry Walker

Division Director

Division of Plant Industry
Arkansas State Plant Board
P.O. Box 1069

Little Rock, Arkansas 72203

Dear Mr. Walker:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS

~ to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concerns were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

Safeguarding Amencan Agnculiure
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For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit

our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

CEW AN

Rebecca Bech
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Mr. Dennis Barclift

Plant Pest Administration

Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries
Division of Plant Industry

P.O. Box 3336

Montgomery, Alabama 36109-0336

Dear Mr. Barclift:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually.

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concerns were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.
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For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit
our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

((eudBas
Rebecca Bech

Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine
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September 21, 2009

Mr. Larry Nichols

Office of Plant and Pest Services
Virginia Department of Agriculture
And Consumer Services

P.O. Box 1163

Richmond, Virginia 23218

Dear Mr. Nichols:

On March 6, 2009, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) received
two Special Needs Requests regarding the Federal regulatory programs for the light
brown apple moth (Epiphyas postvittana, LBAM) and sudden oak death (Phytophthora
ramorum, SOD).

APHIS evaluated these requests and determined that they do not meet the criteria listed in
the Special Needs Request regulations (7 CFR Part 301.1). The regulations state that
although special needs requests can be submitted by multiple States, the information in
the request must be detailed enough to allow APHIS to evaluate the special needs of each
State individually. ‘

The requests did not include risk assessments that provided new information for APHIS
to consider why the existing regulatory program is inadequate. The risk assessment
information that was provided was taken from APHIS’ pest risk assessments, which
address the risks of these pests at a National level and formed the foundation of the
current Federal regulatory programs for LBAM and SOD.

After our review, we concluded that the Special Needs Requests do not reflect the States’
special needs, but more so reflect broader concerns that may affect the overall regulatory
framework for the LBAM and SOD programs. Because concems were raised in the
Special Needs Requests and the report that was developed in response to the recent
LBAM and SOD program site visits, APHIS would like to invite the petitioning States to
engage in a discussion to consider science-based short-term, intermediate, and long-term
strategies to address their concerns. We will be contacting you soon to arrange this
discussion.

In addition, APHIS is planning to conduct a full review of the LBAM and SOD programs
during the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. As part of this process, APHIS will also
consider the additional regulatory requirements contained in the Special Needs Request
that was submitted. If APHIS determines that changes are required to these programs
after the review, appropriate modifications will be made.

Safeguarding American Agriculture

Federal Relay Service

APHIS Is an agency of USDA's Marketing and Regulatory Programs (Voice/TTY/ASCII/Spanish)
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 1-800-877-8339



For additional information on the APHIS’ Special Needs Request regulations, please visit
our Website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/special_needs_request/index.shtml.

Sincerely,

(600, ARus

Rebecca Bech
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine
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