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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2009 5:01 PM 
To: Andrea.C.McNally@aphis.usda.gov; Bill.Clay@aphis.usda.gov; Smith, Cindy; 
Jane.E.Levy@aphis.usda.gov; Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov; Sharon.M.
Coursey@aphis.usda.gov 
Cc: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov 
Subject: Fw: Permit Documents - meeting tonight?
 
 
I didn't see any of you copied.  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/03/2009 04:58 PM ----- 
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From: John Clifford

To: Smith, Cindy

cc: Andrea.C.McNally@aphis.usda.gov; Bill.Clay@aphis.usda.gov; Jane.E.
Levy@aphis.usda.gov; Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov; Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.
gov; Sharon.M.Coursey@aphis.usda.gov

Subject: RE: Permit Documents - meeting tonight?
Date: 03/03/2009 05:06 PM

Cindy, 
 
I am going to stay for this meeting.  I will provide everyone with an 
update in the morning. 
 
------ 
▼ --------------------------------------------------------- 
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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2009 5:01 PM 
To: Andrea.C.McNally@aphis.usda.gov; Bill.Clay@aphis.usda.gov; Smith, 
Cindy; Jane.E.Levy@aphis.usda.gov; Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov; 
Sharon.M.Coursey@aphis.usda.gov 

This section is being referred to OSEC., This section is being referred to FSIS., This section is being referred to OGC.



Cc: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov 
Subject: Fw: Permit Documents - meeting tonight? 
  
 
I didn't see any of you copied.  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/03/2009 04:58 PM -----  
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Jones, Ronald

Subject: Re: Permit Information
Date: 02/06/2009 12:20 PM

Hi Ron, Things are hectic as usual, as I am sure they are with you. 
 
I am fine with sharing the figures internally as you propose, and I am not 
privy to where the request from Administrator to Administrator instructions 
came from.  My only concern, as explained to Bill, is that people often take 
initial numbers as "gospel" and begin to distribute them with some degree 
of "finality".  When they then change after final scrutiny, suspicion, 
criticism, etc. begin to take root from various stakeholders.  These 
numbers were generated by initial database query and I'm not 
comfortable that they will reflect the final numbers after individual 
inspection of the permits by our folks. 
 
If you are comfortable with the fact that they will not distribute them 
widely, and will use them as a guide at this point, then the decision is 
yours to share them.....and I understand, and trust your judgement.  It's a 
big world out there and FAS and USTR folks cover most of it! 
 
Thanks for checking. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2009 4:05 PM 
To: aphis_oa@aphis.usda.gov; Catherine.S.Fulton@aphis.usda.gov; Jere.L.
Dick@aphis.usda.gov; John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; Jose.R.Diez@aphis.usda.gov; 
Michael.R.Doerrer@aphis.usda.gov; Sharon.S.Fisher@aphis.usda.gov; Thomas.J.
Myers@aphis.usda.gov; Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov; Jones, Ronald 
Subject: FYI: Permit issuing - update
 
 
Below, is an update on permit processing from APHIS:  
 
 
On March 19, 2009, APHIS had 211 permits on hold, and had 
cancelled 28 permits from China.  
 
Permits processed by APHIS to date (March 26): 

1.  Processed 148 permits - either new permits or for renewals 

This section is being referred to FSIS.



2.  Included in  these 148 permits, are the 2 permits from China 
that were re-instated 

3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, NCIE has 
contacted all 28 of the permitees by phone and sent an e-mail 
to confirm that contact 

4.  Countries/territories for which NCIE has issued/re-issued 
permits to date include Argentina, Canada, China, Denmark, 
France, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, 
Jordan, Mexico, the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taipei, 
Thailand, and Vietnam, 

_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171



From: Jere L Dick

To: Jones, Ronald; John Clifford

Subject: Re: Permits
Date: 02/26/2009 06:01 PM

Hi Ron, just got out of meetings all day and home. Will be back in the office in 
the morning. 
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-------- -------------------------------- 
----- ----------------------------- 
----------- --------- 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------ 

-------------------------- 

------------------------------ 

------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------- 

--------------------------- 

--------------------------- 

------------------------- 

This section is being referred to FSIS.



------ ---------------- 

--- --------------------------------- - ----------------------------------- 

--------- -------------- 
------ -------------------------- 

--- 
 

-------------------------- - 
------------------------------ - 
------------------------------------- - 
--------------------------------------------------- - 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- - 
--------------------------------  

--------------------------- - 
--------------------------- - 
-------------------------  

From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, February 26, 2009 6:00 PM 
To: Jones, Ronald; John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov 
Subject: Re: Permits
 

Hi Ron, just got out of meetings all day and home. Will be back in the office in the morning.

---------- --------------------------------------------------------- 
-------- --------------------------------- 
------ ----------------------------- 
------------ --------- 
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From: Michael J David

To: Jere L Dick

cc: Catherine S Fulton; John Clifford; Larry M Granger; Michael R Doerrer; Thomas 
J Myers

Subject: Re: Permitting
Date: 03/19/2009 10:32 AM

Jere, 
 
 As of yesterday we had 211 permits (this number changes as we get 
more requests)  ... it will take us at least a week and maybe two weeks to 
process them  -- sort them out, and make sure we address each one 
properly ... so given we've been patient with folks taking their time to 
determine how to proceed with this ... we would expect some 
understanding to allow us the time to do the job we've been waiting to do. 
 
Michael 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Michael David, MS, VMD, MPH 
Director 
National Center for Import and Export 
International Animal Health Standards Team 
Veterinary Services 
4700 River Rd  Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
 
301-734-5324 (tel) 
301-734-6402 (fax) 
michael.j.david@aphis.usda.gov 
usa.oie@aphis.usda.gov 
 
▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 



Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
03/19/2009 09:31 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
cc Michael J David/MD/APHIS/USDA, Larry M 

Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA, Michael R Doerrer/
MD/APHIS/USDA, Catherine S Fulton/MD/
APHIS/USDA, John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA 

Subject Permitting 
 
  

 
I am likely to get asked how many permits we have to do and about how 
long it will take. Could you get me that info sometime today please. 
 
Thanks 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Michael J David

cc: Catherine S Fulton; John Clifford; Larry M Granger; Michael R Doerrer; Thomas 
J Myers

Subject: Re: Permitting
Date: 03/19/2009 10:35 AM

Thanks 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
▼ Michael J David/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Michael J David/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
03/19/2009 10:32 AM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John 

Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M Granger/
CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R Doerrer/MD/
APHIS/USDA, Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Permitting 
 
  

 
Jere, 
 
 As of yesterday we had 211 permits (this number changes as we get 
more requests)  ... it will take us at least a week and maybe two weeks to 
process them  -- sort them out, and make sure we address each one 
properly ... so given we've been patient with folks taking their time to 
determine how to proceed with this ... we would expect some 
understanding to allow us the time to do the job we've been waiting to do. 
 
Michael 



 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Michael David, MS, VMD, MPH 
Director 
National Center for Import and Export 
International Animal Health Standards Team 
Veterinary Services 
4700 River Rd  Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
 
301-734-5324 (tel) 
301-734-6402 (fax) 
michael.j.david@aphis.usda.gov 
usa.oie@aphis.usda.gov 
 
▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
03/19/2009 09:31 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
cc Michael J David/MD/APHIS/USDA, Larry M 

Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA, Michael R Doerrer/
MD/APHIS/USDA, Catherine S Fulton/MD/
APHIS/USDA, John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA 

Subject Permitting 
 
  

 
I am likely to get asked how many permits we have to do and about how 
long it will take. Could you get me that info sometime today please. 
 
Thanks 
 
 



From: Ed C Curlett

To: John Clifford; Bethany X Jones; James C Ivy; Jere L Dick

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Meghan K Klingel

Subject: Re: preliminary documents
Date: 02/15/2009 05:03 PM

I'll as Carol if they can do that.  

  From: John Clifford 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:49 PM EST 
  To: Ed Curlett; Bethany Jones; James Ivy; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: Re: preliminary documents 

 
Ed, 
 
I believe that the equivalent countries should be broken down to to each 
category of poultry, meat and eggs. I think only one country is approved for 
eggs, 5 for poultry.  

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:08 PM EST 
  To: Bethany Jones; James Ivy; John Clifford; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: preliminary documents 

 
Hello everyone,
Here is a communications strategy, a Q and A, and talking points that 
FSIS is clearing through their leadership.  Carol asked me not to share 
this far and wide as their leadership has not wieghed in.  I realize that 
many of you only have BB access. I will not attempt to paste these 
documents in here as it would run too long. Here are highlights.  The 
comm plan is a chart like document that lists the typcial notifications 
made during a rollout.  Your've seen these types of charts before in 
our comm plans. The highlights of the chart are that a meeting with 



OSEC at 8 a.m. Tuesday will determine timing of the rollout.  The 
chart assumes that communications will begin tomorrow to annouce 
this.  A press briefing is planned.  Our A an Qs were incorporated into 
theirs and are unchanged except for a couple questions where they 
added more FSIS content.  The talking points are exactly what we 
provided except for the first point.  I've pasted it here.  I will let you 
know what I see updated documents from Carol.  Thanks.
 

●     The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) regulates domestic and imported meat, poultry, and egg 
products under statutory authority of the Federal Meat Inspection Act 
(FMIA), the Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA), and the Egg Products 
Inspection Act (EPIA).  All products for human consumption made using 
meat, poultry or processed egg products that are not prepared under the U.
S. inspection system or an equivalent foreign food regulatory system are 
not eligible to enter the United States, even if they were made with only a 
relatively small amount of meat, poultry, or egg ingredients.  

And lastly, one question in their Q and A that may be for us is "... 
.....Import permits are required for entry into the United States and are 
verified by U.S. Department of Agriculture (and Customs and Border 
Protection ?)
 
Any thoughts on that?  Thanks!
 
Ed
Ed
 
 
 
Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  



From: Bethany X Jones

To: Ed C Curlett; John Clifford; James C Ivy; Jere L Dick

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Meghan K Klingel

Subject: Re: preliminary documents
Date: 02/15/2009 06:23 PM

Yeah. Wait to see what you get. But if by mid morning tomorrow, we don't have 
that. Go ahead and send to OA. And, I agree with Jere ......great work, Eddie 
and thanks! 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 05:03 PM EST 
  To: John Clifford; Bethany Jones; James Ivy; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: Re: preliminary documents 

 
I'll as Carol if they can do that.  

  From: John Clifford 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:49 PM EST 
  To: Ed Curlett; Bethany Jones; James Ivy; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: Re: preliminary documents 

 
Ed, 
 
I believe that the equivalent countries should be broken down to to each 
category of poultry, meat and eggs. I think only one country is approved for 
eggs, 5 for poultry.  

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:08 PM EST 
  To: Bethany Jones; James Ivy; John Clifford; Jere Dick 



  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: preliminary documents 

 
Hello everyone,
Here is a communications strategy, a Q and A, and talking points that 
FSIS is clearing through their leadership.  Carol asked me not to share 
this far and wide as their leadership has not wieghed in.  I realize that 
many of you only have BB access. I will not attempt to paste these 
documents in here as it would run too long. Here are highlights.  The 
comm plan is a chart like document that lists the typcial notifications 
made during a rollout.  Your've seen these types of charts before in 
our comm plans. The highlights of the chart are that a meeting with 
OSEC at 8 a.m. Tuesday will determine timing of the rollout.  The 
chart assumes that communications will begin tomorrow to annouce 
this.  A press briefing is planned.  Our A an Qs were incorporated into 
theirs and are unchanged except for a couple questions where they 
added more FSIS content.  The talking points are exactly what we 
provided except for the first point.  I've pasted it here.  I will let you 
know what I see updated documents from Carol.  Thanks.
 

●     The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) regulates domestic and imported meat, poultry, and egg 
products under statutory authority of the Federal Meat Inspection Act 
(FMIA), the Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA), and the Egg Products 
Inspection Act (EPIA).  All products for human consumption made using 
meat, poultry or processed egg products that are not prepared under the U.
S. inspection system or an equivalent foreign food regulatory system are 
not eligible to enter the United States, even if they were made with only a 
relatively small amount of meat, poultry, or egg ingredients.  

And lastly, one question in their Q and A that may be for us is "... 
.....Import permits are required for entry into the United States and are 
verified by U.S. Department of Agriculture (and Customs and Border 
Protection ?)
 
Any thoughts on that?  Thanks!
 
Ed
Ed
 
 
 



Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  



From: Ed C Curlett

To: Bethany X Jones; John Clifford; James C Ivy; Jere L Dick

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Meghan K Klingel

Subject: Re: preliminary documents
Date: 02/15/2009 06:40 PM

Will do Beth.  And thank you.   

  From: Bethany X Jones 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 06:23 PM EST 
  To: Ed Curlett; John Clifford; James Ivy; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: Re: preliminary documents 

 
Yeah. Wait to see what you get. But if by mid morning tomorrow, we don't have 
that. Go ahead and send to OA. And, I agree with Jere ......great work, Eddie 
and thanks! 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 05:03 PM EST 
  To: John Clifford; Bethany Jones; James Ivy; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: Re: preliminary documents 

 
I'll as Carol if they can do that.  

  From: John Clifford 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:49 PM EST 
  To: Ed Curlett; Bethany Jones; James Ivy; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: Re: preliminary documents 



 
Ed, 
 
I believe that the equivalent countries should be broken down to to each 
category of poultry, meat and eggs. I think only one country is approved for 
eggs, 5 for poultry.  

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:08 PM EST 
  To: Bethany Jones; James Ivy; John Clifford; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: preliminary documents 

 
Hello everyone,
Here is a communications strategy, a Q and A, and talking points that 
FSIS is clearing through their leadership.  Carol asked me not to share 
this far and wide as their leadership has not wieghed in.  I realize that 
many of you only have BB access. I will not attempt to paste these 
documents in here as it would run too long. Here are highlights.  The 
comm plan is a chart like document that lists the typcial notifications 
made during a rollout.  Your've seen these types of charts before in 
our comm plans. The highlights of the chart are that a meeting with 
OSEC at 8 a.m. Tuesday will determine timing of the rollout.  The 
chart assumes that communications will begin tomorrow to annouce 
this.  A press briefing is planned.  Our A an Qs were incorporated into 
theirs and are unchanged except for a couple questions where they 
added more FSIS content.  The talking points are exactly what we 
provided except for the first point.  I've pasted it here.  I will let you 
know what I see updated documents from Carol.  Thanks.
 

●     The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) regulates domestic and imported meat, poultry, and egg 
products under statutory authority of the Federal Meat Inspection Act 
(FMIA), the Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA), and the Egg Products 
Inspection Act (EPIA).  All products for human consumption made using 
meat, poultry or processed egg products that are not prepared under the U.
S. inspection system or an equivalent foreign food regulatory system are 
not eligible to enter the United States, even if they were made with only a 
relatively small amount of meat, poultry, or egg ingredients.  



And lastly, one question in their Q and A that may be for us is "... 
.....Import permits are required for entry into the United States and are 
verified by U.S. Department of Agriculture (and Customs and Border 
Protection ?)
 
Any thoughts on that?  Thanks!
 
Ed
Ed
 
 
 
Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  



From: Jere L Dick

To: Ed C Curlett; Bethany X Jones; James C Ivy; John Clifford

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Meghan K Klingel

Subject: Re: preliminary documents
Date: 02/15/2009 06:01 PM

Thanks Ed. CBP is now responsible for verifying import documents, I believe. 
They took all the PPQ Ag Inspectors several years ago. 
 
Thanks for all your work on this project this weekend. 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:08 PM EST 
  To: Bethany Jones; James Ivy; John Clifford; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: preliminary documents 

 
Hello everyone,
Here is a communications strategy, a Q and A, and talking points that 
FSIS is clearing through their leadership.  Carol asked me not to share 
this far and wide as their leadership has not wieghed in.  I realize that 
many of you only have BB access. I will not attempt to paste these 
documents in here as it would run too long. Here are highlights.  The 
comm plan is a chart like document that lists the typcial notifications 
made during a rollout.  Your've seen these types of charts before in 
our comm plans. The highlights of the chart are that a meeting with 
OSEC at 8 a.m. Tuesday will determine timing of the rollout.  The 
chart assumes that communications will begin tomorrow to annouce 
this.  A press briefing is planned.  Our A an Qs were incorporated into 
theirs and are unchanged except for a couple questions where they 
added more FSIS content.  The talking points are exactly what we 
provided except for the first point.  I've pasted it here.  I will let you 
know what I see updated documents from Carol.  Thanks.
 

●     The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) regulates domestic and imported meat, poultry, and egg 
products under statutory authority of the Federal Meat Inspection Act 
(FMIA), the Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA), and the Egg Products 
Inspection Act (EPIA).  All products for human consumption made using 



meat, poultry or processed egg products that are not prepared under the U.
S. inspection system or an equivalent foreign food regulatory system are 
not eligible to enter the United States, even if they were made with only a 
relatively small amount of meat, poultry, or egg ingredients.  

And lastly, one question in their Q and A that may be for us is "... 
.....Import permits are required for entry into the United States and are 
verified by U.S. Department of Agriculture (and Customs and Border 
Protection ?)
 
Any thoughts on that?  Thanks!
 
Ed
Ed
 
 
 
Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  



From: Bethany X Jones

To: Ed C Curlett; James C Ivy; John Clifford; Jere L Dick

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Meghan K Klingel

Subject: Re: preliminary documents
Date: 02/15/2009 04:55 PM

Thx, Ed. When you say notifications will start tomorrow. Do you mean Monday 
or Tues after OSEC briefing? Sorry, my bberry doesn't do well with charts. Also, 
once you have VS comments, I think OA is next, so go ahead and share with 
them and ask whether Kevin wants to share a draft with Cindy, or wait until 
tuesday am. 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:08 PM EST 
  To: Bethany Jones; James Ivy; John Clifford; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: preliminary documents 

 
Hello everyone,
Here is a communications strategy, a Q and A, and talking points that 
FSIS is clearing through their leadership.  Carol asked me not to share 
this far and wide as their leadership has not wieghed in.  I realize that 
many of you only have BB access. I will not attempt to paste these 
documents in here as it would run too long. Here are highlights.  The 
comm plan is a chart like document that lists the typcial notifications 
made during a rollout.  Your've seen these types of charts before in 
our comm plans. The highlights of the chart are that a meeting with 
OSEC at 8 a.m. Tuesday will determine timing of the rollout.  The 
chart assumes that communications will begin tomorrow to annouce 
this.  A press briefing is planned.  Our A an Qs were incorporated into 
theirs and are unchanged except for a couple questions where they 
added more FSIS content.  The talking points are exactly what we 
provided except for the first point.  I've pasted it here.  I will let you 
know what I see updated documents from Carol.  Thanks.
 

●     The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) regulates domestic and imported meat, poultry, and egg 
products under statutory authority of the Federal Meat Inspection Act 
(FMIA), the Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA), and the Egg Products 



Inspection Act (EPIA).  All products for human consumption made using 
meat, poultry or processed egg products that are not prepared under the U.
S. inspection system or an equivalent foreign food regulatory system are 
not eligible to enter the United States, even if they were made with only a 
relatively small amount of meat, poultry, or egg ingredients.  

And lastly, one question in their Q and A that may be for us is "... 
.....Import permits are required for entry into the United States and are 
verified by U.S. Department of Agriculture (and Customs and Border 
Protection ?)
 
Any thoughts on that?  Thanks!
 
Ed
Ed
 
 
 
Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  



From: Ed C Curlett

To: Bethany X Jones; James C Ivy; John Clifford; Jere L Dick

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Meghan K Klingel

Subject: Re: preliminary documents
Date: 02/15/2009 05:03 PM

Oh goodness I meant notifications will begin Tuesday. I forgot we have off 
tomorrow.  I can send these to OA with VS comments. Carol said she would be 
providing documents for us that had their lederships weigh in. They are looking 
at it now and Carol didn't say exacty when I would get it.  Should I wait for that 
version before getting to OA? Ed 

  From: Bethany X Jones 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:55 PM EST 
  To: Ed Curlett; James Ivy; John Clifford; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: Re: preliminary documents 

 
Thx, Ed. When you say notifications will start tomorrow. Do you mean Monday 
or Tues after OSEC briefing? Sorry, my bberry doesn't do well with charts. Also, 
once you have VS comments, I think OA is next, so go ahead and share with 
them and ask whether Kevin wants to share a draft with Cindy, or wait until 
tuesday am. 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/15/2009 04:08 PM EST 
  To: Bethany Jones; James Ivy; John Clifford; Jere Dick 
  Cc: Michael Doerrer; Meghan Klingel 
  Subject: preliminary documents 

 
Hello everyone,
Here is a communications strategy, a Q and A, and talking points that 
FSIS is clearing through their leadership.  Carol asked me not to share 
this far and wide as their leadership has not wieghed in.  I realize that 
many of you only have BB access. I will not attempt to paste these 



documents in here as it would run too long. Here are highlights.  The 
comm plan is a chart like document that lists the typcial notifications 
made during a rollout.  Your've seen these types of charts before in 
our comm plans. The highlights of the chart are that a meeting with 
OSEC at 8 a.m. Tuesday will determine timing of the rollout.  The 
chart assumes that communications will begin tomorrow to annouce 
this.  A press briefing is planned.  Our A an Qs were incorporated into 
theirs and are unchanged except for a couple questions where they 
added more FSIS content.  The talking points are exactly what we 
provided except for the first point.  I've pasted it here.  I will let you 
know what I see updated documents from Carol.  Thanks.
 

●     The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) regulates domestic and imported meat, poultry, and egg 
products under statutory authority of the Federal Meat Inspection Act 
(FMIA), the Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA), and the Egg Products 
Inspection Act (EPIA).  All products for human consumption made using 
meat, poultry or processed egg products that are not prepared under the U.
S. inspection system or an equivalent foreign food regulatory system are 
not eligible to enter the United States, even if they were made with only a 
relatively small amount of meat, poultry, or egg ingredients.  

And lastly, one question in their Q and A that may be for us is "... 
.....Import permits are required for entry into the United States and are 
verified by U.S. Department of Agriculture (and Customs and Border 
Protection ?)
 
Any thoughts on that?  Thanks!
 
Ed
Ed
 
 
 
Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  



From: Jere L Dick

To: John Clifford

Subject: Re: Progress on Two Task Teams
Date: 02/13/2009 07:42 PM

Call me at 9 

  From: John Clifford 
  Sent: 02/13/2009 07:19 PM EST 
  To: Jere Dick 
  Subject: Fw: Progress on Two Task Teams 

 
Maybe we could have a call tomorrow so we can discuss. What time is good.  

  From: Kevin A Shea 
  Sent: 02/13/2009 06:19 PM EST 
  To: John Clifford; Jere Dick 
  Subject: Fw: Progress on Two Task Teams 

 
Please determine who this should be and alert them to be ready to attend.  
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From: Kevin A Shea

To: John Clifford; Jere L Dick

Subject: Re: Progress on Two Task Teams
Date: 02/14/2009 09:23 AM

Rebecca is in Australia. You might want to send the message to Paul Eggert as well.  

  From: John Clifford 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 09:15 AM EST 
  To: Kevin Shea; Jere Dick 
  Subject: Re: Progress on Two Task Teams 

 
Kevin, 
 
Jere will be in Riverdale working with Karen and her team on the permits. I will attend 
but would like to have Maureen Bell attend. I will send a request to Rebecca.  
 
John 

  From: Kevin A Shea 
  Sent: 02/13/2009 06:19 PM EST 
  To: John Clifford; Jere Dick 
  Subject: Fw: Progress on Two Task Teams 

 
Please determine who this should be and alert them to be ready to attend.  
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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2009 5:34 PM 
To: Smith, Cindy 
Cc: Jones, Bethany X; Ed.C.Curlett@aphis.usda.gov; John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; 
Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov; Catherine.S.Fulton@aphis.usda.gov; Michael.R.
Doerrer@aphis.usda.gov; Andrea.C.McNally@aphis.usda.gov; Jane.E.Levy@aphis.
usda.gov; Sharon.M.Coursey@aphis.usda.gov 
Subject: RE: Progress on Two Task Teams
 
 
Cindy,  
 
As an FYI/Update.....  
1.  I spent about half and hour with Beth Jones and Ed Curlett bringing them up to 
speed on the issues.  John and I will both be available this weekend to answer their 
questions, and to assist with developing the various communications.  
2.  Michael and I have already started preparing folks for Tuesday-Thursday 
workload.  Karen has sent a message to her folks as a heads-up.  
3.  I will report to Riverdale on Tuesday morning for an NCIE all-hands meeting to 
work on permit cancellation logistics.  
 
Will stay tuned for the final go-ahead to begin cancellations for Tuesday.  Thanks  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Smith, Cindy

cc: Jones, Bethany X; Ed.C.Curlett@aphis.usda.gov; John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; 
Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov; Catherine S Fulton; Michael R Doerrer; Andrea C 
McNally; Jane E Levy; Sharon M Coursey

Subject: RE: Progress on Two Task Teams
Date: 02/13/2009 05:34 PM

 
Cindy,  
 
As an FYI/Update.....  
1.  I spent about half and hour with Beth Jones and Ed Curlett bringing them up 
to speed on the issues.  John and I will both be available this weekend to 
answer their questions, and to assist with developing the various 
communications.  
2.  Michael and I have already started preparing folks for Tuesday-Thursday 
workload.  Karen has sent a message to her folks as a heads-up.  
3.  I will report to Riverdale on Tuesday morning for an NCIE all-hands meeting 
to work on permit cancellation logistics.  
 
Will stay tuned for the final go-ahead to begin cancellations for Tuesday. 
 Thanks  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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From: Thomas J Myers

To: John Clifford; Karen A James-Preston; Christopher C Robinson

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere Dick; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: Re: Q from Cindy,
Date: 02/22/2009 05:20 PM

Correct, as far as I know.  Karen and Chris, can you provide any specifics? 
Thanks 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 
▼ John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
John Clifford/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/22/2009 04:44 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 

Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov> 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA 

Subject Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
TJ or Jere, 
 
Cindy was asked this Q from OSEC.  I responded that this would be fsis or 
fda. Is that correct? 
 
Do you handle the FB section which allows the state to determine the 
movement of interstate meat? 
 
 

(b)(6)



From: Christopher C Robinson

To: Thomas J Myers

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere Dick; John Clifford; Karen A James-Preston; Michael R 
Doerrer

Subject: Re: Q from Cindy,
Date: 02/23/2009 09:21 AM

TJ 
 
What I know is that in order for meat to travel interstate it must come from 
Federally approved establishments which is FSIS. 
 
There is an issue with some states saying state inspection systems should be 
looked upon as FSIS equivalent systems as with the inspection systems FSIS 
has approved in foreign countries. 
 
Chris 
 
 
Christopher Robinson, DVM 
Assistant Director, Import Products 
USDA, APHIS, VS,NCIE 
4700 River Road Unit 40 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
Office 301-734-3277 
Fax 301-734-8226 
E-mail - Christopher.C.Robinson@aphis.usda.gov 
▼ Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/22/2009 05:19 PM 

 
To John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A 

James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 
Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov>, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
Correct, as far as I know.  Karen and Chris, can you provide any specifics? 
Thanks 



TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
------------------------- 
------------------------ 
 
▼ John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
John Clifford/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/22/2009 04:44 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 

Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov> 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA 

Subject Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
TJ or Jere, 
 
Cindy was asked this Q from OSEC.  I responded that this would be fsis or 
fda. Is that correct? 
 
Do you handle the FB section which allows the state to determine the 
movement of interstate meat? 
 
 
 

(b)(6)



From: Jere L Dick

To: Christopher C Robinson

cc: Catherine S Fulton; John Clifford; Karen A James-Preston; Michael R Doerrer; 
Thomas J Myers

Subject: Re: Q from Cindy,
Date: 02/23/2009 09:26 AM

I hate to be daft here, but what is the "FB Section" referred to....? 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
▼ Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Christopher C Robinson/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/23/2009 09:21 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

"Jere Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov>, John 
Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A James-
Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
TJ 
 
What I know is that in order for meat to travel interstate it must come from 
Federally approved establishments which is FSIS. 
 
There is an issue with some states saying state inspection systems should be 
looked upon as FSIS equivalent systems as with the inspection systems FSIS 
has approved in foreign countries. 
 
Chris 
 
 



Christopher Robinson, DVM 
Assistant Director, Import Products 
USDA, APHIS, VS,NCIE 
4700 River Road Unit 40 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
Office 301-734-3277 
Fax 301-734-8226 
E-mail - Christopher.C.Robinson@aphis.usda.gov 
▼ Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/22/2009 05:19 PM 

 
To John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A 

James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 
Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov>, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
Correct, as far as I know.  Karen and Chris, can you provide any specifics? 
Thanks 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
------------------------- 
------------------------ 
 
▼ John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 

(b)(6)



John Clifford/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/22/2009 04:44 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 

Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov> 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA 

Subject Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
TJ or Jere, 
 
Cindy was asked this Q from OSEC.  I responded that this would be fsis or 
fda. Is that correct? 
 
Do you handle the FB section which allows the state to determine the 
movement of interstate meat? 
 
 
 
 



From: Christopher C Robinson

To: Jere L Dick

cc: Catherine S Fulton; John Clifford; Karen A James-Preston; Michael R Doerrer; 
Thomas J Myers

Subject: Re: Q from Cindy,
Date: 02/23/2009 09:55 AM

I don't know either. I just know that interstate transit of meat is an FSIS 
issue. 
 
Sorry... 
 
 
Christopher Robinson, DVM 
Assistant Director, Import Products 
USDA, APHIS, VS,NCIE 
4700 River Road Unit 40 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
Office 301-734-3277 
Fax 301-734-8226 
E-mail - Christopher.C.Robinson@aphis.usda.gov 
▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA 
 
 
02/23/2009 09:26 AM 

 
To Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John 

Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A James-
Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Thomas J Myers/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
I hate to be daft here, but what is the "FB Section" referred to....? 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 



Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
▼ Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Christopher C Robinson/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/23/2009 09:21 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

"Jere Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov>, John 
Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A James-
Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
TJ 
 
What I know is that in order for meat to travel interstate it must come from 
Federally approved establishments which is FSIS. 
 
There is an issue with some states saying state inspection systems should be 
looked upon as FSIS equivalent systems as with the inspection systems FSIS 
has approved in foreign countries. 
 
Chris 
 
 
Christopher Robinson, DVM 
Assistant Director, Import Products 
USDA, APHIS, VS,NCIE 
4700 River Road Unit 40 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
Office 301-734-3277 
Fax 301-734-8226 
E-mail - Christopher.C.Robinson@aphis.usda.gov 
▼ Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 



Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/22/2009 05:19 PM 

 
To John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A 

James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 
Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov>, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
Correct, as far as I know.  Karen and Chris, can you provide any specifics? 
Thanks 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 
▼ John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
John Clifford/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/22/2009 04:44 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 

Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov> 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA 

Subject Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
TJ or Jere, 
 
Cindy was asked this Q from OSEC.  I responded that this would be fsis or 
fda. Is that correct? 
 
Do you handle the FB section which allows the state to determine the 

(b)(6)



movement of interstate meat? 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Catherine S Fulton

To: Christopher C Robinson

cc: Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Karen A James-Preston; Michael R Doerrer; Thomas J 
Myers

Subject: Re: Q from Cindy,
Date: 02/23/2009 10:16 AM

Farm Bill-  Title XI- which amended the Federal Meat Inspection Act (FMIA) 
and Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA) to create an option for State-
inspected plants with 25 employees or less to ship in interstate commerce. 
Does not replace existing State inspection programs. Establishments 
currently under Federal inspection are not eligible. Secretary may allow 
establishments with more than 25 but less than 35 employees to transition 
to Federal inspection 3 years after final regulations are issued. Plants 
selected by Secretary to ship in interstate commerce using this program 
must follow FMIA and PPIA in same manner as federally inspected 
establishments.  Requires Secretary to reimburse States for not less than 
60% of eligible costs related to inspection of selected establishments. 
Requires Secretary to issue final regulations for this program not later than 
18 months after enactment. 
 
Not sure of status of program... 
 
Catherine 
========== 
Catherine S. Fulton 
Chief of Staff 
USDA/APHIS/ Veterinary Services Deputy Administrator 
202-720-6836 
 
▼ Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Christopher C Robinson/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/23/2009 09:55 AM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A 
James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael 
R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Thomas J 
Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  



 
I don't know either. I just know that interstate transit of meat is an FSIS 
issue. 
 
Sorry... 
 
 
Christopher Robinson, DVM 
Assistant Director, Import Products 
USDA, APHIS, VS,NCIE 
4700 River Road Unit 40 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
Office 301-734-3277 
Fax 301-734-8226 
E-mail - Christopher.C.Robinson@aphis.usda.gov 
▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA 
 
 
02/23/2009 09:26 AM 

 
To Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John 

Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A James-
Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Thomas J Myers/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
I hate to be daft here, but what is the "FB Section" referred to....? 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
▼ Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 



Christopher C Robinson/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/23/2009 09:21 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

"Jere Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov>, John 
Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A James-
Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
TJ 
 
What I know is that in order for meat to travel interstate it must come from 
Federally approved establishments which is FSIS. 
 
There is an issue with some states saying state inspection systems should be 
looked upon as FSIS equivalent systems as with the inspection systems FSIS 
has approved in foreign countries. 
 
Chris 
 
 
Christopher Robinson, DVM 
Assistant Director, Import Products 
USDA, APHIS, VS,NCIE 
4700 River Road Unit 40 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
Office 301-734-3277 
Fax 301-734-8226 
E-mail - Christopher.C.Robinson@aphis.usda.gov 
▼ Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 



Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/22/2009 05:19 PM 

 
To John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A 

James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 
Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov>, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
Correct, as far as I know.  Karen and Chris, can you provide any specifics? 
Thanks 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
------------------------- 
------------------------ 
 
▼ John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
John Clifford/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/22/2009 04:44 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, "Jere 

Dick" <Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov> 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA 

Subject Q from Cindy, 
 
  

 
TJ or Jere, 
 
Cindy was asked this Q from OSEC.  I responded that this would be fsis or 
fda. Is that correct? 
 
Do you handle the FB section which allows the state to determine the 

(b)(6)



movement of interstate meat? 
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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Friday, February 27, 2009 2:54 PM 
To: Maurine.F.Bell@aphis.usda.gov 
Cc: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov; Bill.Clay@aphis.
usda.gov; Catherine.S.Fulton@aphis.usda.gov; Thomas.J.Myers@aphis.usda.gov; 
Michael.R.Doerrer@aphis.usda.gov; Jones, Ronald; Hicks, Ron; Engeljohn, Daniel; 
Quick, Bryce 
Subject: REQUEST: Follow-up to conference call PENDING APPROVAL BY 
SECRETARY
 
 
Dear Maureen:  
 
I'd like to provide the most current information at my disposal regarding the 
disposition of the 30 permits (original 29 +1 more recent finding) that APHIS 
cancelled.  Veterinary Services and FSIS have carefully reviewed the 30 cancelled 
permits to determine if any of the imports that shipped on those permits could be 
allowed entry into the United States. Based on that review, we have determined 
that 2 permits (C-3916 and C-8678) were for products sourced from poultry of U.S. 
origin. The Administrators of FSIS and APHIS are currently reviewing the eligibility 
of these products; once they reach a final determination, APHIS is prepared to 
reissue these 2 permits.  In the top right corner of each permit,  the same permit 
number will appear with the word "renewed" under it.  There will also be a 
statement under "Restrictions" in the body of the permit indicating that this permit 
was reinstated. No other permits are being considered for reissuance at this time.  
 
Moving forward, APHIS and FSIS have developed new procedures to ensure that 
products issued permits to enter the United States meet both APHIS and FSIS 
requirements. First, all APHIS permits will include, under "Restrictions",  the 
following language:  

This section is being referred to FSIS.



 
***Importer is also responsible for obtaining any required authorization from  
the USDA, Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).  Meat, poultry, or egg  
product ingredients used in FSIS-exempted products must be prepared under  
USDA, FSIS inspection or under a foreign inspection system approved by  
FSIS.  Contact FSIS via e-mail at: permits@fsis.usda.gov or by  
telephone at:  888 287 7194 for information regarding approved foreign  
inspection systems and foreign establishments approved by FSIS to export to  
the United States. A list of countries eligible to import meat, poultry or egg 
products  
is published on the FSIS web site at the following address: 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/PDF/Countries_Products_Eligible_for_Export.pdf  
 
Finally, APHIS and FSIS are instituting the following  procedures  to ensure that 
APHIS, VS import permits for commodities that contain meat, poultry, or egg 
products used in FSIS-exempted products (i.e., less than 2%), are prepared under 
USDA, FSIS inspection or under a foreign inspection system approved by FSIS.  
 
1. NCIE will review new import permit applications and renewals to determine if the 
application/renewal is for any commodity that contains any type of meat, poultry or 
egg product that is for human consumption.  
2. If a determination is made that the application or renewal request is for such a 
product, the applicant will be entered into the ePermits system and assigned a 
reference number.  
3. All processing of the application will stop by NCIE  
4. NCIE will forward to that applicant a letter informing them that they must first 
contact FSIS.  
5. NCIE will at the same time will forward a copy of that letter to FSIS with the 
aforementioned reference number.  
6. Once FSIS makes a determination on the eligibility of the FSIS regulated product, 
FSIS will email to NCIE the results of that determination using the reference 
number issued by ePermits  
7. If approved by FSIS, NCIE will continue to process the import permit application 
or its renewal.  
8. If not approved, NCIE will issue a letter, stating the reasons why the import 
permit cannot be approved or renewed  
9. NCIE will continue to forward to FSIS copies of all approved import permits, new 
and renewals, containing FSIS regulated products.  
 
APHIS and FSIS are in the process of preparing a more comprehensive overview of 
these issues, including the disposition of shipments refused entry. That overview is 
currently under APHIS and FSIS review; once that review is complete, I will forward 



the overview to you.  
 
Please provide this information to our partners in DHS/CBP, as promised during the 
teleconference call this morning.  I would like to re-iterate, a decision is still 
pending related to final interpretation on the FSIS definition of poultry at this time.  
 
As always, thank you for your assistance!  
 
Sincerely,  
____________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171
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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Friday, February 27, 2009 2:54 PM 
To: Maurine.F.Bell@aphis.usda.gov 
Cc: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov; Bill.Clay@aphis.

This section is being referred to FSIS.



usda.gov; Catherine.S.Fulton@aphis.usda.gov; Thomas.J.Myers@aphis.usda.gov; 
Michael.R.Doerrer@aphis.usda.gov; Jones, Ronald; Hicks, Ron; Engeljohn, Daniel; 
Quick, Bryce 
Subject: REQUEST: Follow-up to conference call PENDING APPROVAL BY 
SECRETARY
 
 
Dear Maureen:  
 
I'd like to provide the most current information at my disposal regarding the 
disposition of the 30 permits (original 29 +1 more recent finding) that APHIS 
cancelled.  Veterinary Services and FSIS have carefully reviewed the 30 cancelled 
permits to determine if any of the imports that shipped on those permits could be 
allowed entry into the United States. Based on that review, we have determined that 
2 permits (C-3916 and C-8678) were for products sourced from poultry of U.S. 
origin. The Administrators of FSIS and APHIS are currently reviewing the eligibility 
of these products; once they reach a final determination, APHIS is prepared to 
reissue these 2 permits.  In the top right corner of each permit,  the same permit 
number will appear with the word "renewed" under it.  There will also be a 
statement under "Restrictions" in the body of the permit indicating that this permit 
was reinstated. No other permits are being considered for reissuance at this time.  
 
Moving forward, APHIS and FSIS have developed new procedures to ensure that 
products issued permits to enter the United States meet both APHIS and FSIS 
requirements. First, all APHIS permits will include, under "Restrictions",  the 
following language:  
 
***Importer is also responsible for obtaining any required authorization from  
the USDA, Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).  Meat, poultry, or egg  
product ingredients used in FSIS-exempted products must be prepared under  
USDA, FSIS inspection or under a foreign inspection system approved by  
FSIS.  Contact FSIS via e-mail at: permits@fsis.usda.gov or by  
telephone at:  888 287 7194 for information regarding approved foreign  
inspection systems and foreign establishments approved by FSIS to export to  
the United States. A list of countries eligible to import meat, poultry or egg products  
is published on the FSIS web site at the following address: 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/PDF/Countries_Products_Eligible_for_Export.pdf  
 
Finally, APHIS and FSIS are instituting the following  procedures  to ensure that 
APHIS, VS import permits for commodities that contain meat, poultry, or egg 
products used in FSIS-exempted products (i.e., less than 2%), are prepared under 
USDA, FSIS inspection or under a foreign inspection system approved by FSIS.  
 



1. NCIE will review new import permit applications and renewals to determine if the 
application/renewal is for any commodity that contains any type of meat, poultry or 
egg product that is for human consumption.  
2. If a determination is made that the application or renewal request is for such a 
product, the applicant will be entered into the ePermits system and assigned a 
reference number.  
3. All processing of the application will stop by NCIE  
4. NCIE will forward to that applicant a letter informing them that they must first 
contact FSIS.  
5. NCIE will at the same time will forward a copy of that letter to FSIS with the 
aforementioned reference number.  
6. Once FSIS makes a determination on the eligibility of the FSIS regulated product, 
FSIS will email to NCIE the results of that determination using the reference number 
issued by ePermits  
7. If approved by FSIS, NCIE will continue to process the import permit application 
or its renewal.  
8. If not approved, NCIE will issue a letter, stating the reasons why the import 
permit cannot be approved or renewed  
9. NCIE will continue to forward to FSIS copies of all approved import permits, new 
and renewals, containing FSIS regulated products.  
 
APHIS and FSIS are in the process of preparing a more comprehensive overview of 
these issues, including the disposition of shipments refused entry. That overview is 
currently under APHIS and FSIS review; once that review is complete, I will forward 
the overview to you.  
 
Please provide this information to our partners in DHS/CBP, as promised during the 
teleconference call this morning.  I would like to re-iterate, a decision is still pending 
related to final interpretation on the FSIS definition of poultry at this time.  
 
As always, thank you for your assistance!  
 
Sincerely,  
____________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171
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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2009 11:44 AM 
To: Jones, Ronald; Hicks, Ron; Quick, Bryce 
Cc: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; Thomas.J.Myers@aphis.usda.gov; Catherine.S.
Fulton@aphis.usda.gov; Michael.R.Doerrer@aphis.usda.gov; Larry.M.
Granger@aphis.usda.gov; Michael.J.David@aphis.usda.gov 
Subject: Request: Technical Contact Point for Permits in FSIS
 
 
Gentlemen,  
 
APHIS/VS is making preparations to issue/re-issue animal product permits as soon 
as we are given the green light by the Office of the Secretary.  We have 
determined that access can be granted to our APHIS e-permits system without 
having to have someone physically move into our building in Riverdale.  Obviously, 
all reports and systems are not yet fully developed, but we believe we can make it 
work in the interim.  This collaborative work should also serve as a good proving 

This section is being referred to FSIS.



ground for future changes we both might like to see to the system.  
 
Therefore, it would be very helpful if we could get the FSIS technical point of 
contact(s) for all future work on permit issuance as soon as possible today.  We 
have been working with Mary Stanley as our FSIS policy point of contact thus far, 
but want to be sure of your official designee(s) for the large volume of work that 
will occur daily regarding actual permit issuance.  
 
Once you supply me with the name (or names if you want backup), I will have our 
folks contact them and begin to get them access to the system asap.  
 
Thanks!  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171



From: Jere L Dick

To: Jones, Ronald

cc: Quick, Bryce; Catherine.S.Fulton@aphis.usda.gov; John.Clifford@aphis.usda.
gov; Larry.M.Granger@aphis.usda.gov; Michael.J.David@aphis.usda.gov; 
Michael.R.Doerrer@aphis.usda.gov; Hicks, Ron; Thomas.J.Myers@aphis.usda.
gov

Subject: RE: Request: Technical Contact Point for Permits in FSIS
Date: 03/04/2009 12:24 PM

 
Sorry for the confusion, Ron. It is my understanding from further discussion with 
staff that it will be through the established email boxes for the time being.  Work 
will continue simultaneously between our staffs to sort out possible future 
epermit processes so the work can occur more seamlessly.  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 04, 2009 11:44 AM 
To: Jones, Ronald; Hicks, Ron; Quick, Bryce 
Cc: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; Thomas.J.Myers@aphis.usda.gov; Catherine.
S.Fulton@aphis.usda.gov; Michael.R.Doerrer@aphis.usda.gov; Larry.M.
Granger@aphis.usda.gov; Michael.J.David@aphis.usda.gov 
Subject: Request: Technical Contact Point for Permits in FSIS  
   
 
Gentlemen,  
 
APHIS/VS is making preparations to issue/re-issue animal product permits as 
soon as we are given the green light by the Office of the Secretary.  We have 
determined that access can be granted to our APHIS e-permits system without 
having to have someone physically move into our building in Riverdale. 
 Obviously, all reports and systems are not yet fully developed, but we believe 
we can make it work in the interim.  This collaborative work should also serve as 
a good proving ground for future changes we both might like to see to the 
system.  
 
Therefore, it would be very helpful if we could get the FSIS technical point of 
contact(s) for all future work on permit issuance as soon as possible today.  We 
have been working with Mary Stanley as our FSIS policy point of contact thus 
far, but want to be sure of your official designee(s) for the large volume of work 
that will occur daily regarding actual permit issuance.  
 

This section is being referred to FSIS.



Once you supply me with the name (or names if you want backup), I will have 
our folks contact them and begin to get them access to the system asap.  
 
Thanks!  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171  



From: Kevin A Shea

To: Jere L Dick

cc: Alan S Green; Bethany X Jones; Bill Clay; bryce.Quick@fsis.usda.gov; Catherine S 
Fulton; Christopher C Robinson; Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov; Dan J Sheesley; 
John Clifford; John K Greifer; Karen A James-Preston; Larry M Granger; Maurine F 
Bell; Michael J David; Michael R Doerrer; Philip.Derfler@fsis.usda.gov; ronald.
Jones@fsis.usda.gov; Ron.Hicks@fsis.usda.gov; Theresa Boyle; Thomas J Myers

Subject: Re: Resumption of permitting - initial actions
Date: 03/19/2009 12:41 PM

Please allow me to add my thanks to everyone as well. 
 
▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA 
 
 
03/19/2009 10:39 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Alan S Green/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Bethany X 

Jones/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Bill Clay/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, bryce.Quick@fsis.usda.gov, Catherine 
S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Christopher C 
Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Clay.
Hamilton@fas.usda.gov, Dan J Sheesley/INTL/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, John Clifford/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, John K Greifer/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Kevin A Shea/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Larry M Granger/CO/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Maurine F Bell/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Michael J David/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Philip.Derfler@fsis.usda.gov, ronald.
Jones@fsis.usda.gov, Ron.Hicks@fsis.usda.gov, 
Theresa Boyle/INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Resumption of permitting - initial actions 
 
  

 
Thanks, TJ for jumping right on this project this morning.  I appreciate 
everyone's patience there while we worked through all the issues over the 
past weeks.  Please thank those involved. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 



Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
▼ Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
03/19/2009 10:34 AM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John Clifford/

MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Bethany X Jones/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Bill Clay/

MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, bryce.Quick@fsis.usda.
gov, Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov, Kevin A Shea/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M Granger/CO/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Michael J David/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Philip.Derfler@fsis.usda.gov, ronald.
Jones@fsis.usda.gov, Karen A James-Preston/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Christopher C Robinson/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Maurine F Bell/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Alan S Green/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Ron.Hicks@fsis.usda.gov, Dan J 
Sheesley/INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John K Greifer/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Theresa Boyle/INTL/
APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Resumption of permitting - initial actions 
 
  

 
Hi John, Jere, et. al.:  Below I have updated the agreed upon permitting 
framework to show the revised dates for the 90 day period.  The steps being 
taken by APHIS this morning are: 
 
1.  APHIS is beginning to review and issue permits for the backlog of 

applications that has been accumulating (211 at last count).  We will 
track the number and types of permits we issue and report on progress. 

2.  APHIS will reissue the 2 Chinese permits found by FSIS to be from an 
approved US source.  We are notifying the remaining 28 Chinese entities 
(by phone and letter) of their opportunity to reapply. 

3.  APHIS has released the letter to CBP regarding the disposition options for 
the Chinese products on hold at the ports.  We are asking CBP if it is 
possible for them to track and report back to us on those disposition 
actions. 



 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
TJ 
 
The updated framework: 
 
 
       All expired APHIS permits will, per the Secretary’s recommendation, 
be extended for approximately 90 days, to Friday, June 19, 2009.  These 
extensions will be issued through e-Permit.  APHIS and FSIS will send a 
cover letter with the extension that states that information about the source 
of the product will need to be provided to FSIS after June 19. 
 
 
•       Any permits that expire during the 90 day extension will be 
extended for 90 days by APHIS.  APHIS wants to avoid having an 
overwhelming number of permits to deal with on June 19. 
 
 
•       Two letters will be sent to Custom and Border Protection.  One, 
prepared by FSIS, will tell CBP not to make any changes with respect to 
product containing meat, poultry, or egg products from how it is currently 
operating.  The other, prepared by APHIS, will tell CBP about what to do with 
respect to Chinese product held at ports (i.e., re-export or destroy). 
 
 
•       APHIS will make only one change in how it handles applications 
for new permits during the 90 extension period.  Applications for permits that 
are otherwise acceptable that are received by APHIS during the 90 days will 
be granted for one year.  The only change is that the permit will contain the 
new language on attestations that FSIS and APHIS have developed.   
 
 
•       APHIS will issue new permits for the two Chinese products for 
which the permits were cancelled but that have been found by FSIS to be 
made with US source chicken.  These permits will be for a year and will 
contain the new language.  For the products that were the subject of the 
other 28 cancelled permits, the responsible parties will be told to reapply.  If 
the parties do, their applications will be treated like all other applications 
received at the time that the applications are received by APHIS. 
 
 



•       Mr. Lazarus will need to decide how to advise the TRPG of the 
various steps that are being taken by the agencies.  
 
 
•       FSIS and APHIS will begin their outreach efforts. The 
communications plan will be implemented during the 90 day period. 
 
 
•       At the end of the 90 days, that is, beginning on or about June 22, 
for products containing small amounts of meat or poultry, FSIS and APHIS 
will begin their new collaborative arrangements on permit applications.  FSIS 
will verify that the meat or poultry comes from an approved source. 
 
 
•       For egg products, until further notice from FSIS, APHIS will extend 
permits or grant new permit applications in the same manner it has 
traditionally done for a period of several months while FSIS makes certain 
necessary changes to its program.  The only change that APHIS will make is 
that the permits will have the language that it will be using during the 90 day 
period in permits for meat and poultry products. 
 
 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Thomas J Myers

cc: Alan S Green; Bethany X Jones; Bill Clay; bryce.Quick@fsis.usda.gov; Catherine S 
Fulton; Christopher C Robinson; Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov; Dan J Sheesley; 
John Clifford; John K Greifer; Karen A James-Preston; Kevin A Shea; Larry M 
Granger; Maurine F Bell; Michael J David; Michael R Doerrer; Philip.Derfler@fsis.
usda.gov; ronald.Jones@fsis.usda.gov; Ron.Hicks@fsis.usda.gov; Theresa Boyle

Subject: Re: Resumption of permitting - initial actions
Date: 03/19/2009 10:39 AM

Thanks, TJ for jumping right on this project this morning.  I appreciate 
everyone's patience there while we worked through all the issues over the 
past weeks.  Please thank those involved. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
▼ Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
03/19/2009 10:34 AM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John Clifford/

MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Bethany X Jones/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Bill Clay/

MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, bryce.Quick@fsis.usda.
gov, Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov, Kevin A Shea/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M Granger/CO/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Michael J David/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Philip.Derfler@fsis.usda.gov, ronald.
Jones@fsis.usda.gov, Karen A James-Preston/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Christopher C Robinson/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Maurine F Bell/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Alan S Green/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Ron.Hicks@fsis.usda.gov, Dan J 
Sheesley/INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John K Greifer/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Theresa Boyle/INTL/
APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Resumption of permitting - initial actions 



 
  

 
Hi John, Jere, et. al.:  Below I have updated the agreed upon permitting 
framework to show the revised dates for the 90 day period.  The steps being 
taken by APHIS this morning are: 
 
1.  APHIS is beginning to review and issue permits for the backlog of 

applications that has been accumulating (211 at last count).  We will 
track the number and types of permits we issue and report on progress. 

2.  APHIS will reissue the 2 Chinese permits found by FSIS to be from an 
approved US source.  We are notifying the remaining 28 Chinese entities 
(by phone and letter) of their opportunity to reapply. 

3.  APHIS has released the letter to CBP regarding the disposition options for 
the Chinese products on hold at the ports.  We are asking CBP if it is 
possible for them to track and report back to us on those disposition 
actions. 

 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
TJ 
 
The updated framework: 
 
 
       All expired APHIS permits will, per the Secretary’s recommendation, 
be extended for approximately 90 days, to Friday, June 19, 2009.  These 
extensions will be issued through e-Permit.  APHIS and FSIS will send a 
cover letter with the extension that states that information about the source 
of the product will need to be provided to FSIS after June 19. 
 
 
•       Any permits that expire during the 90 day extension will be 
extended for 90 days by APHIS.  APHIS wants to avoid having an 
overwhelming number of permits to deal with on June 19. 
 
 
•       Two letters will be sent to Custom and Border Protection.  One, 
prepared by FSIS, will tell CBP not to make any changes with respect to 
product containing meat, poultry, or egg products from how it is currently 
operating.  The other, prepared by APHIS, will tell CBP about what to do with 
respect to Chinese product held at ports (i.e., re-export or destroy). 
 



 
•       APHIS will make only one change in how it handles applications 
for new permits during the 90 extension period.  Applications for permits that 
are otherwise acceptable that are received by APHIS during the 90 days will 
be granted for one year.  The only change is that the permit will contain the 
new language on attestations that FSIS and APHIS have developed.   
 
 
•       APHIS will issue new permits for the two Chinese products for 
which the permits were cancelled but that have been found by FSIS to be 
made with US source chicken.  These permits will be for a year and will 
contain the new language.  For the products that were the subject of the 
other 28 cancelled permits, the responsible parties will be told to reapply.  If 
the parties do, their applications will be treated like all other applications 
received at the time that the applications are received by APHIS. 
 
 
•       Mr. Lazarus will need to decide how to advise the TRPG of the 
various steps that are being taken by the agencies.  
 
 
•       FSIS and APHIS will begin their outreach efforts. The 
communications plan will be implemented during the 90 day period. 
 
 
•       At the end of the 90 days, that is, beginning on or about June 22, 
for products containing small amounts of meat or poultry, FSIS and APHIS 
will begin their new collaborative arrangements on permit applications.  FSIS 
will verify that the meat or poultry comes from an approved source. 
 
 
•       For egg products, until further notice from FSIS, APHIS will extend 
permits or grant new permit applications in the same manner it has 
traditionally done for a period of several months while FSIS makes certain 
necessary changes to its program.  The only change that APHIS will make is 
that the permits will have the language that it will be using during the 90 day 
period in permits for meat and poultry products. 
 
 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 



 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
------------------------- 
------------------------ 
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From: Karen A James-Preston

To: Catherine S Fulton

cc: Elizabeth M Brown; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Michael R Doerrer; Thomas J 
Myers; Maurine F Bell; Michael J David

Subject: Re: RUSH- Readout of PPt as requested
Date: 03/04/2009 07:58 AM

Below in red are responses to your concerns.  This is based on my 
conversations with CBP. 
 
As usually, I probably gave you more information than you wanted... 
 
Anyway, if you require further clarification,  please let me know.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 
▼ Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Catherine S Fulton/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
03/03/2009 04:00 PM 

 
To Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Elizabeth M Brown/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jere L 
Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John Clifford/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject RUSH- Readout of PPt as requested 
 
  

 
Michael- 
 
We've gotten a couple of questions from OA about the CBP presentation.  
Could you all work with Maurine Bell on the answers?  On pages 4 and 5, 
the tables on "Impact by Top Ports of Entry" and "Impact by Top Trading 



Partners", do the numbers in the total value column add up to the $9.8 
billion, and if not, why? The numbers do not add up to the $9.8 billion.  
What CBP provided us are examples of major exporting countries and US 
port that would be impacted based on their searches of HTS codes for the 
various commodities identified on the list that was provided to them from 
us.  Based on HTS codes they identified 390 commodities resulting in a 
total trade of $9.8 Billion affecting approximately 16,000 importers; 163 
ports of entry,  and 169 countries of origin.  
 
Of the 390 commodities, CBP identified 256 imports of record from the list 
we provided them that imported these commodities.   Of the 256 
importers they have a value of $1.04 billion in trade which is 11% of the 
$9.8 billion; affecting 74 ports of entry , and 62 countries of origin.  
18,688 bills of lading , which is 10% of the 178,703 total bills of lading 
would have to be reviewed to ascertain exactly what the products 
contained. 
 
The bills of lading would have to be reviewed for CBP to know for sure 
what the exact commodity is (say the HTS code  was for soup) they would 
have to review approximately 178,703 bills of lading.  Of the 256 
importers identified from the list of total trade in the 390 commodities to 
ascertain if the product contained any animal food stuff.  Some HTS codes 
might identify animal origin products while some do not. 
 
  I suspect that it's that the charts only capture top ports and partners, 
rather than all of them. Correct. This is highly visible and I hate to make 
wrong assumptions.  We need to provide the explanation for the "total 
value" column for both charts. 
 
And since the meeting could be at any time, it's a "respond as soon as 
possible". 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
Catherine 
========== 
Catherine S. Fulton 
Chief of Staff 
USDA/APHIS/ Veterinary Services Deputy Administrator 
202-720-6836 
 



▼ Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Michael R Doerrer/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/25/2009 03:22 PM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Elizabeth M Brown/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Readout of PPt as requested 
 
  

 
[attachment "Impact of Cancellation of Permits 2-25-09 v7.doc" deleted by 
Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA]  
 
__________________________ 
Michael Doerrer 
Chief of Staff 
National Animal Health Policy & Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Telephone: 301-734-5034 
Facsimile: 301-734-8818 
 
 



From: Catherine S Fulton

To: Karen A James-Preston

cc: Elizabeth M Brown; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Maurine F Bell; Michael J David; 
Michael R Doerrer; Thomas J Myers

Subject: Re: RUSH- Readout of PPt as requested
Date: 03/04/2009 09:00 AM
Attachments: Impact of Cancellation of Permits 2-25-09 v9.doc 

Perfect- 
 
Thanks you.  Here's the latest version of the CBP document- 
 

 
 
Best- 
 
Catherine 
========== 
Catherine S. Fulton 
Chief of Staff 
USDA/APHIS/ Veterinary Services Deputy Administrator 
202-720-6836 
 
▼ Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
03/04/2009 07:58 AM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Elizabeth M Brown/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jere 

L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John Clifford/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R Doerrer/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Maurine F Bell/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Michael J David/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: RUSH- Readout of PPt as requested 
 
  

 
Below in red are responses to your concerns.  This is based on my 
conversations with CBP. 



 
As usually, I probably gave you more information than you wanted... 
 
Anyway, if you require further clarification,  please let me know.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 
▼ Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Catherine S Fulton/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
03/03/2009 04:00 PM 

 
To Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Elizabeth M Brown/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jere L 
Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John Clifford/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject RUSH- Readout of PPt as requested 
 
  

 
Michael- 
 
We've gotten a couple of questions from OA about the CBP presentation.  
Could you all work with Maurine Bell on the answers?  On pages 4 and 5, 
the tables on "Impact by Top Ports of Entry" and "Impact by Top Trading 
Partners", do the numbers in the total value column add up to the $9.8 
billion, and if not, why? The numbers do not add up to the $9.8 billion.  
What CBP provided us are examples of major exporting countries and US 
port that would be impacted based on their searches of HTS codes for the 
various commodities identified on the list that was provided to them from 
us.  Based on HTS codes they identified 390 commodities resulting in a 
total trade of $9.8 Billion affecting approximately 16,000 importers; 163 
ports of entry,  and 169 countries of origin.  



 
Of the 390 commodities, CBP identified 256 imports of record from the list 
we provided them that imported these commodities.   Of the 256 
importers they have a value of $1.04 billion in trade which is 11% of the 
$9.8 billion; affecting 74 ports of entry , and 62 countries of origin.  
18,688 bills of lading , which is 10% of the 178,703 total bills of lading 
would have to be reviewed to ascertain exactly what the products 
contained. 
 
The bills of lading would have to be reviewed for CBP to know for sure 
what the exact commodity is (say the HTS code  was for soup) they would 
have to review approximately 178,703 bills of lading.  Of the 256 
importers identified from the list of total trade in the 390 commodities to 
ascertain if the product contained any animal food stuff.  Some HTS codes 
might identify animal origin products while some do not. 
 
  I suspect that it's that the charts only capture top ports and partners, 
rather than all of them. Correct. This is highly visible and I hate to make 
wrong assumptions.  We need to provide the explanation for the "total 
value" column for both charts. 
 
And since the meeting could be at any time, it's a "respond as soon as 
possible". 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
Catherine 
========== 
Catherine S. Fulton 
Chief of Staff 
USDA/APHIS/ Veterinary Services Deputy Administrator 
202-720-6836 
 
▼ Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 



Michael R Doerrer/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/25/2009 03:22 PM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Elizabeth M Brown/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Readout of PPt as requested 
 
  

 
[attachment "Impact of Cancellation of Permits 2-25-09 v7.doc" deleted by 
Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA]  
 
__________________________ 
Michael Doerrer 
Chief of Staff 
National Animal Health Policy & Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Telephone: 301-734-5034 
Facsimile: 301-734-8818 
 
 
 



From: Karen A James-Preston

To: Catherine S Fulton; Michael R Doerrer

cc: Elizabeth M Brown; Thomas J Myers; Jere L Dick; John Clifford

Subject: Re: RUSH- Readout of PPt as requested
Date: 03/03/2009 04:30 PM

Michael 
 
I should be in tomorrow, I can explain.  
Dr.  Karen A. James-Preston 
▼ Catherine S Fulton 
 
    ----- Original Message ----- 
    From: Catherine S Fulton 
    Sent: 03/03/2009 04:00 PM EST 
    To: Michael Doerrer 
    Cc: Elizabeth Brown; Karen James-Preston; Thomas Myers; Jere Dick; 
John Clifford 
    Subject: RUSH- Readout of PPt as requested 
Michael- 
 
We've gotten a couple of questions from OA about the CBP presentation.  
Could you all work with Maurine Bell on the answers?  On pages 4 and 5, 
the tables on "Impact by Top Ports of Entry" and "Impact by Top Trading 
Partners", do the numbers in the total value column add up to the $9.8 
billion, and if not, why?  I suspect that it's that the charts only capture top 
ports and partners, rather than all of them.  This is highly visible and I 
hate to make wrong assumptions.  We need to provide the explanation for 
the "total value" column for both charts. 
 
And since the meeting could be at any time, it's a "respond as soon as 
possible". 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
Catherine 
========== 
Catherine S. Fulton 
Chief of Staff 
USDA/APHIS/ Veterinary Services Deputy Administrator 
202-720-6836 



 
▼ Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Michael R Doerrer/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/25/2009 03:22 PM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Elizabeth M Brown/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Readout of PPt as requested 
 
  

 
[attachment "Impact of Cancellation of Permits 2-25-09 v7.doc" deleted by 
Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA]  
 
__________________________ 
Michael Doerrer 
Chief of Staff 
National Animal Health Policy & Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Telephone: 301-734-5034 
Facsimile: 301-734-8818 
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From: Ryan, Ann M [mailto:RyanAM@state.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2009 6:46 PM 
To: Hamilton, Clay 
Cc: Bryan, Alexander T; Clements, Gary A 
Subject: RE: Meeting today
 
It was my impression that most of the list below had already been shared with 
USTR and NSC.  If they haven't or they need to be significantly reworked I'm happy 
to stick with my first request, a copy of the letter that was sent to the exporters.  
During the meeting, I saw the list APHIS was looking at which listed countries which 
could be affected, and I think this would be very useful for us to understand the 
gravity of this problem.
 
Ann

This section is being referred to FAS.



 

------ ------------------------------------------------------------------ 
------ ---------------------------------------------- 
--- ----------------- 
--- ----------------------------------------------- 
--------- ----------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
------------------------------------------ 
 
------- 
------------------------ 
------------ 
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From: Ryan, Ann M  
To: Hamilton, Clay  
Cc: Bryan, Alexander T ; Clements, Gary A  
Sent: Tue Feb 17 18:14:59 2009 
Subject: Meeting today 

Clay, 

Who should I be contacting for additional information regarding this low quantity 
meat import issue?  

I'm going to be asking for quite a few items including at least the letter to exporters, 
the summary list of countries, the list of facilities affected, and the draft federal 
register notice.

Thanks, Ann 

This section is being referred to FAS.
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-----Original Message-----
From: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2009 3:01 PM
To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Radler, Cina; Engeljohn, Daniel; Berman, Dan; Wetzel, Howard;
Sheikh, Pat; Macke, Robert
Subject: Re: State's request for information

Clay,

You are correct that the letters could not be shared due to privacy
issues.
I think we could share the content of the letter.

John
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This section is being referred to FAS.

This section is being referred to FAS.
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This section is being referred to FAS.
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From: Ryan, Ann M [mailto:RyanAM@state.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2009 6:46 PM
To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Bryan, Alexander T; Clements, Gary A
Subject: RE: Meeting today

It was my impression that most of the list below had already been shared
with USTR and NSC.  If they haven't or they need to be significantly
reworked I'm happy to stick with my first request, a copy of the letter
that was sent to the exporters.  During the meeting, I saw the list
APHIS
was looking at which listed countries which could be affected, and I
think
this would be very useful for us to understand the gravity of this
problem.

Ann

--------------------------------------------------------
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---------------------------------------

----

This section is being referred to FAS.

This section is being referred to FAS.
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From: Ryan, Ann M
To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Bryan, Alexander T ; Clements, Gary A
Sent: Tue Feb 17 18:14:59 2009
Subject: Meeting today

Clay,

Who should I be contacting for additional information regarding this low
quantity meat import issue?

I'm going to be asking for quite a few items including at least the
letter
to exporters, the summary list of countries, the list of facilities
affected, and the draft federal register notice.

Thanks, Ann

This section is being referred to FAS.
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-----Original Message-----
From: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2009 3:01 PM
To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Radler, Cina; Engeljohn, Daniel; Berman, Dan; Wetzel, Howard;
Sheikh, Pat; Macke, Robert
Subject: Re: State's request for information

Clay,

You are correct that the letters could not be shared due to privacy
issues.
I think we could share the content of the letter.

John

-
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------------------------------
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---

This section is being referred to FAS.

This section is being referred to FAS.



--------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

-
---
----------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------
---------
--------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------
---------
----------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------

-
--------
----------------------------------------------------------------------

-

-

-

-

-

-

----------

----------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------------------------------------------------------------------
---------------------------------------------------------------------
-----
---------

----

This section is being referred to FAS.
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From: Ryan, Ann M [mailto:RyanAM@state.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2009 6:46 PM
To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Bryan, Alexander T; Clements, Gary A
Subject: RE: Meeting today

It was my impression that most of the list below had already been shared
with USTR and NSC.  If they haven't or they need to be significantly
reworked I'm happy to stick with my first request, a copy of the letter
that was sent to the exporters.  During the meeting, I saw the list
APHIS
was looking at which listed countries which could be affected, and I
think
this would be very useful for us to understand the gravity of this
problem.

Ann

This section is being referred to FAS.
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To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Bryan, Alexander T ; Clements, Gary A
Sent: Tue Feb 17 18:14:59 2009
Subject: Meeting today

Clay,

Who should I be contacting for additional information regarding this low
quantity meat import issue?

I'm going to be asking for quite a few items including at least the
letter
to exporters, the summary list of countries, the list of facilities
affected, and the draft federal register notice.

Thanks, Ann

This section is being referred to FAS.
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-----Original Message-----
From: John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2009 3:01 PM
To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Radler, Cina; Engeljohn, Daniel; Berman, Dan; Wetzel, Howard;
Sheikh, Pat; Macke, Robert
Subject: Re: State's request for information

Clay,

You are correct that the letters could not be shared due to privacy
issues.
I think we could share the content of the letter.

John

-
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--------------------------------------------------------------------
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------
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This section is being referred to FAS.



--------------------------------------------------------------------
------
----------------------------------------------------------------------
------------------------------------------------------------------
-------

---------------------------------------------------------------------
---
-----------------------------------------------------------------------
--
---------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------
--------
----------------------------------------------------------------------
--
-----------

--------------------------------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------------

--------

----

From: Ryan, Ann M [mailto:RyanAM@state.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2009 6:46 PM
To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Bryan, Alexander T; Clements, Gary A
Subject: RE: Meeting today

It was my impression that most of the list below had already been shared
with USTR and NSC.  If they haven't or they need to be significantly
reworked I'm happy to stick with my first request, a copy of the letter
that was sent to the exporters.  During the meeting, I saw the list
APHIS
was looking at which listed countries which could be affected, and I
think
this would be very useful for us to understand the gravity of this
problem.

Ann
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---------------------------------------
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This section is being referred to FAS.

This section is being referred to FAS.
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From: Ryan, Ann M
To: Hamilton, Clay
Cc: Bryan, Alexander T ; Clements, Gary A
Sent: Tue Feb 17 18:14:59 2009
Subject: Meeting today

Clay,

Who should I be contacting for additional information regarding this low
quantity meat import issue?

I'm going to be asking for quite a few items including at least the
letter
to exporters, the summary list of countries, the list of facilities
affected, and the draft federal register notice.

Thanks, Ann

This section is being referred to FAS.



From: Bill Clay

To: Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov

cc: Kevin A Shea; Jane E Levy; John Clifford; Jere L Dick

Subject: Re: Status of trace amounts
Date: 03/20/2009 04:28 PM

Cindy, 
 
APHIS VS began issuing or re-issuing permits yesterday afternoon.  At that 
time there were 211 permit requests that were on-hold.  To date (March 
20, 2009) APHIS has: 
 
1.  Processed 51 permits - either new permits or for renewals; 
2.  Included in  these 51 permits, are the 2 permits from China that were 

re-instated; 
3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, APHIS has 

contacted 10 of these by phone to ensure that they are aware of the 
FSIS or FDA requirements and sent an e-mail to confirm that contact; 
and  

4.  Countries for which APHIS has issued/re-issued permits to date include 
China, Taipei, Denmark, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, the 
Philippines, South Korea, and Thailand. 

 
I will be here for awhile, so if you need additional information, let me 
know.  Thanks. 
 
Bill 
 
 
▼ ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

This section is being referred to OSEC.
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This section is being referred to OSEC.
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From: Bill.Clay@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Bill.Clay@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2009 4:29 PM 
To: Smith, Cindy 
Cc: Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov; Jane.E.Levy@aphis.usda.gov; John.
Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov 
Subject: Re: Status of trace amounts
 
 
Cindy,  
 
APHIS VS began issuing or re-issuing permits yesterday afternoon.  At that time 
there were 211 permit requests that were on-hold.  To date (March 20, 2009) 
APHIS has: 

1.  Processed 51 permits - either new permits or for renewals; 

2.  Included in  these 51 permits, are the 2 permits from China that were re-
instated; 

3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, APHIS has contacted 10 
of these by phone to ensure that they are aware of the FSIS or FDA 
requirements and sent an e-mail to confirm that contact; and 

4.  Countries for which APHIS has issued/re-issued permits to date include 
China, Taipei, Denmark, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, the Philippines, 
South Korea, and Thailand. 

 
I will be here for awhile, so if you need additional information, let me know. 
 Thanks.  
 
Bill 
 
 

This section is being referred to OSEC.
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This section is being referred to OSEC.



From: Jere L Dick

To: Ed C Curlett; John Clifford; Bethany X Jones; James C Ivy

cc: Meghan K Klingel; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A
Date: 02/14/2009 07:22 PM

8:00 am is fine, Ed. 
 
Any one who wants to join the discussion should call 866-653-3573, passcode for participants 8511218. 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 06:49 PM EST 
  To: Jere Dick; John Clifford; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer 
  Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Tomorrow morning ok? Am not near computer.  8 am?  

  From: Jere L Dick 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 06:25 PM EST 
  To: John Clifford; Ed Curlett; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer 
  Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Ed, there are several small, but significant, corrections that need to be made. Probably would be good to visit rather than 
go back and forth with bb. What time/day works best for you? 

  From: John Clifford 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 04:41 PM EST 
  To: Ed Curlett; Jere Dick; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer 
  Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Ed, 
 
I will provide comments in the morning. Thanks much 
 
John 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 04:23 PM EST 
  To: Jere Dick; John Clifford; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer; Ed Curlett 
  Subject: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Hello everyone,
Sorry for the delay.  Here are talking points/Q and As attached and pasted.  I've ascended to the 
stratosphere in order to stay out of the develish weeds.  Shoot me your comments, changes and 
suggestions and I will incorporate.  There is one question that I do not have an answer for.  Questions of 



food safety go to FSIS.  
 
Carol Blake from FSIS indicates it will be tomorrow or Monday before she has a strategy ready.  She 
did say that a press release was not in the works as they want to keep this low key even though it is a big 
deal.  I will forward any documents I receive from FSIS. 
 
Thank you Jere for taking my calls. 
 
APHIS Talking Points On The Importation of Products Containing Meat and Poultry Ingredients
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), at the direction of 
USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), is cancelling a number of import permits for products containing meat 
or poultry ingredients.
 

APHIS is taking this action following the recent discovery that a shipment from China of granulated chicken bouillon 
containing more than 2 percent meat content entered the United States with a valid APHIS Veterinary Service (VS) 
import permit. Under FSIS regulations, products with more than 2 percent meat content may only enter the United 
States if they come from counties that are considered by FSIS to have slaughter and inspection procedures equivalent 
to those of the United States.

 
FSIS has directed APHIS to cancel import permits for products containing any meat, poultry or egg ingredients, regardless of 
amount, from countries that do not have U.S. equivalent slaughter and inspection procedures.  Prior to this time, products 
containing less than 2 percent meat content were not covered under FSIS regulation. 
 
At this time APHIS and FSIS are working together to determine which permits should be cancelled based on current FSIS 
regulations and in light of a pending Notice of Increased Enforcement that FSIS will publish in the Federal Register.  
 
APHIS and FSIS will be working more closely to ensure regulations regarding the importation of products containing meat 
and poultry ingredients are properly followed.  APHIS and FSIS will now issue permits jointly to ensure requirements 
designed to protect both animal and human health are met.  
 
APHIS VS will notify those permit holders whose permits have been cancelled.  Additionally, APHIS will notify the World 
Organization for Animal Health and industry stakeholders that this action is not due to a risk to animal health. 
 
APHIS is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) to ensure 
products with cancelled permits do not enter the United States. 
 
 
Questions and Answers
 
Q. How many permits are going to be cancelled?
 
A. APHIS and FSIS are reviewing permits now to determine which ones will be cancelled.  More than 800 permits are under 
review.  The vast majority of the permits are for products with less than 2 percent meat content from countries with non-
equivalent status. 
 
 
Q. How did chicken bouillon from China that is banned by FSIS regulation get an APHIS VS permit? 
 
A.  APHIS VS issues permits based on animal health considerations. None of the product in question that has been permitted 
by VS poses a risk to animal health. APHIS VS permits bear a statement directing the importer to contact FSIS and the 
Department of Health and Human Service’s (DHHS) Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to ensure their requirements are 
met. In addition, APHIS sends a copy of the permit to FSIS after it is approved.  Should an importer not contact FSIS, it is 
possible that a shipment can be made that has a VS permit but does not comply with FSIS regulation.  In the future, APHIS 
and FSIS will issue permits jointly.   
 
 
Q. Why does product destined for human consumption need an APHIS VS permit to enter the United States?
 
A. APHIS VS is charged with protecting animal health in the United States. Food products for human consumption made 
with ingredients of animal origin can pose a risk to U.S animal health if they inadvertently enter the animal food supply.  



Therefore APHIS VS issues permits for certain products made with animal ingredients. 
 
 
Q. How many countries have FSIS equivalent status?
 
A.  Nine. Australia, Canada, Chile, France, Great Britain, Hong Kong, Israel, Mexico, and New Zealand. 
 
 
Q. How much product will be affected by the cancelation of these permits?
 
A.?
 
 
Q. How was the chicken bouillon shipment from China discovered?
 
A. On January 27, FSIS contacted APHIS regarding a shipment of granulated chicken bouillon from China. The shipment 
entered with a valid VS permit and an export veterinary health certificate meeting APHIS regulations.   CBP had questions, 
stopped the shipment, and contacted FSIS.   FSIS refused entry because the chicken bouillon did not meet FSIS import 
requirements. 
 
 
Q. Is human health in the United States jeopardized as a result of imports that occurred that did not meet FSIS requirements?
 
A.  FSIS.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: John Clifford; Ed C Curlett; Bethany X Jones; James C Ivy

cc: Meghan K Klingel; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A
Date: 02/14/2009 06:25 PM

Ed, there are several small, but significant, corrections that need to be made. Probably would be good to visit rather than 
go back and forth with bb. What time/day works best for you? 

  From: John Clifford 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 04:41 PM EST 
  To: Ed Curlett; Jere Dick; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer 
  Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Ed, 
 
I will provide comments in the morning. Thanks much 
 
John 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 04:23 PM EST 
  To: Jere Dick; John Clifford; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer; Ed Curlett 
  Subject: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Hello everyone,
Sorry for the delay.  Here are talking points/Q and As attached and pasted.  I've ascended to the 
stratosphere in order to stay out of the develish weeds.  Shoot me your comments, changes and 
suggestions and I will incorporate.  There is one question that I do not have an answer for.  Questions of 
food safety go to FSIS.  
 
Carol Blake from FSIS indicates it will be tomorrow or Monday before she has a strategy ready.  She 
did say that a press release was not in the works as they want to keep this low key even though it is a big 
deal.  I will forward any documents I receive from FSIS. 
 
Thank you Jere for taking my calls. 
 
APHIS Talking Points On The Importation of Products Containing Meat and Poultry Ingredients
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), at the direction of 
USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), is cancelling a number of import permits for products containing meat 
or poultry ingredients.
 

APHIS is taking this action following the recent discovery that a shipment from China of granulated chicken bouillon 
containing more than 2 percent meat content entered the United States with a valid APHIS Veterinary Service (VS) 
import permit. Under FSIS regulations, products with more than 2 percent meat content may only enter the United 
States if they come from counties that are considered by FSIS to have slaughter and inspection procedures equivalent 
to those of the United States.

 
FSIS has directed APHIS to cancel import permits for products containing any meat, poultry or egg ingredients, regardless of 



amount, from countries that do not have U.S. equivalent slaughter and inspection procedures.  Prior to this time, products 
containing less than 2 percent meat content were not covered under FSIS regulation. 
 
At this time APHIS and FSIS are working together to determine which permits should be cancelled based on current FSIS 
regulations and in light of a pending Notice of Increased Enforcement that FSIS will publish in the Federal Register.  
 
APHIS and FSIS will be working more closely to ensure regulations regarding the importation of products containing meat 
and poultry ingredients are properly followed.  APHIS and FSIS will now issue permits jointly to ensure requirements 
designed to protect both animal and human health are met.  
 
APHIS VS will notify those permit holders whose permits have been cancelled.  Additionally, APHIS will notify the World 
Organization for Animal Health and industry stakeholders that this action is not due to a risk to animal health. 
 
APHIS is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) to ensure 
products with cancelled permits do not enter the United States. 
 
 
Questions and Answers
 
Q. How many permits are going to be cancelled?
 
A. APHIS and FSIS are reviewing permits now to determine which ones will be cancelled.  More than 800 permits are under 
review.  The vast majority of the permits are for products with less than 2 percent meat content from countries with non-
equivalent status. 
 
 
Q. How did chicken bouillon from China that is banned by FSIS regulation get an APHIS VS permit? 
 
A.  APHIS VS issues permits based on animal health considerations. None of the product in question that has been permitted 
by VS poses a risk to animal health. APHIS VS permits bear a statement directing the importer to contact FSIS and the 
Department of Health and Human Service’s (DHHS) Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to ensure their requirements are 
met. In addition, APHIS sends a copy of the permit to FSIS after it is approved.  Should an importer not contact FSIS, it is 
possible that a shipment can be made that has a VS permit but does not comply with FSIS regulation.  In the future, APHIS 
and FSIS will issue permits jointly.   
 
 
Q. Why does product destined for human consumption need an APHIS VS permit to enter the United States?
 
A. APHIS VS is charged with protecting animal health in the United States. Food products for human consumption made 
with ingredients of animal origin can pose a risk to U.S animal health if they inadvertently enter the animal food supply.  
Therefore APHIS VS issues permits for certain products made with animal ingredients. 
 
 
Q. How many countries have FSIS equivalent status?
 
A.  Nine. Australia, Canada, Chile, France, Great Britain, Hong Kong, Israel, Mexico, and New Zealand. 
 
 
Q. How much product will be affected by the cancelation of these permits?
 
A.?
 
 
Q. How was the chicken bouillon shipment from China discovered?
 
A. On January 27, FSIS contacted APHIS regarding a shipment of granulated chicken bouillon from China. The shipment 
entered with a valid VS permit and an export veterinary health certificate meeting APHIS regulations.   CBP had questions, 
stopped the shipment, and contacted FSIS.   FSIS refused entry because the chicken bouillon did not meet FSIS import 
requirements. 
 
 
Q. Is human health in the United States jeopardized as a result of imports that occurred that did not meet FSIS requirements?
 
A.  FSIS.



From: Ed C Curlett

To: John Clifford

Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A
Date: 02/14/2009 04:47 PM

Sounds good John.  Have a good evening.  
Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  



From: Ed C Curlett

To: John Clifford

Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A
Date: 02/14/2009 05:09 PM

I sure will! 
Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  



From: Ed C Curlett

To: Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Bethany X Jones; James C Ivy

cc: Meghan K Klingel; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A
Date: 02/14/2009 06:49 PM

Tomorrow morning ok? Am not near computer.  8 am?  

  From: Jere L Dick 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 06:25 PM EST 
  To: John Clifford; Ed Curlett; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer 
  Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Ed, there are several small, but significant, corrections that need to be made. Probably would be good to visit rather than 
go back and forth with bb. What time/day works best for you? 

  From: John Clifford 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 04:41 PM EST 
  To: Ed Curlett; Jere Dick; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer 
  Subject: Re: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Ed, 
 
I will provide comments in the morning. Thanks much 
 
John 

  From: Ed C Curlett 
  Sent: 02/14/2009 04:23 PM EST 
  To: Jere Dick; John Clifford; Bethany Jones; James Ivy 
  Cc: Meghan Klingel; Michael Doerrer; Ed Curlett 
  Subject: Talking points, Q and A 

 
Hello everyone,
Sorry for the delay.  Here are talking points/Q and As attached and pasted.  I've ascended to the 
stratosphere in order to stay out of the develish weeds.  Shoot me your comments, changes and 
suggestions and I will incorporate.  There is one question that I do not have an answer for.  Questions of 
food safety go to FSIS.  
 
Carol Blake from FSIS indicates it will be tomorrow or Monday before she has a strategy ready.  She 
did say that a press release was not in the works as they want to keep this low key even though it is a big 
deal.  I will forward any documents I receive from FSIS. 
 
Thank you Jere for taking my calls. 
 
APHIS Talking Points On The Importation of Products Containing Meat and Poultry Ingredients
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), at the direction of 
USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), is cancelling a number of import permits for products containing meat 
or poultry ingredients.



 

APHIS is taking this action following the recent discovery that a shipment from China of granulated chicken bouillon 
containing more than 2 percent meat content entered the United States with a valid APHIS Veterinary Service (VS) 
import permit. Under FSIS regulations, products with more than 2 percent meat content may only enter the United 
States if they come from counties that are considered by FSIS to have slaughter and inspection procedures equivalent 
to those of the United States.

 
FSIS has directed APHIS to cancel import permits for products containing any meat, poultry or egg ingredients, regardless of 
amount, from countries that do not have U.S. equivalent slaughter and inspection procedures.  Prior to this time, products 
containing less than 2 percent meat content were not covered under FSIS regulation. 
 
At this time APHIS and FSIS are working together to determine which permits should be cancelled based on current FSIS 
regulations and in light of a pending Notice of Increased Enforcement that FSIS will publish in the Federal Register.  
 
APHIS and FSIS will be working more closely to ensure regulations regarding the importation of products containing meat 
and poultry ingredients are properly followed.  APHIS and FSIS will now issue permits jointly to ensure requirements 
designed to protect both animal and human health are met.  
 
APHIS VS will notify those permit holders whose permits have been cancelled.  Additionally, APHIS will notify the World 
Organization for Animal Health and industry stakeholders that this action is not due to a risk to animal health. 
 
APHIS is working closely with the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Customs and Border Patrol (CBP) to ensure 
products with cancelled permits do not enter the United States. 
 
 
Questions and Answers
 
Q. How many permits are going to be cancelled?
 
A. APHIS and FSIS are reviewing permits now to determine which ones will be cancelled.  More than 800 permits are under 
review.  The vast majority of the permits are for products with less than 2 percent meat content from countries with non-
equivalent status. 
 
 
Q. How did chicken bouillon from China that is banned by FSIS regulation get an APHIS VS permit? 
 
A.  APHIS VS issues permits based on animal health considerations. None of the product in question that has been permitted 
by VS poses a risk to animal health. APHIS VS permits bear a statement directing the importer to contact FSIS and the 
Department of Health and Human Service’s (DHHS) Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to ensure their requirements are 
met. In addition, APHIS sends a copy of the permit to FSIS after it is approved.  Should an importer not contact FSIS, it is 
possible that a shipment can be made that has a VS permit but does not comply with FSIS regulation.  In the future, APHIS 
and FSIS will issue permits jointly.   
 
 
Q. Why does product destined for human consumption need an APHIS VS permit to enter the United States?
 
A. APHIS VS is charged with protecting animal health in the United States. Food products for human consumption made 
with ingredients of animal origin can pose a risk to U.S animal health if they inadvertently enter the animal food supply.  
Therefore APHIS VS issues permits for certain products made with animal ingredients. 
 
 
Q. How many countries have FSIS equivalent status?
 
A.  Nine. Australia, Canada, Chile, France, Great Britain, Hong Kong, Israel, Mexico, and New Zealand. 
 
 
Q. How much product will be affected by the cancelation of these permits?
 
A.?
 
 



Q. How was the chicken bouillon shipment from China discovered?
 
A. On January 27, FSIS contacted APHIS regarding a shipment of granulated chicken bouillon from China. The shipment 
entered with a valid VS permit and an export veterinary health certificate meeting APHIS regulations.   CBP had questions, 
stopped the shipment, and contacted FSIS.   FSIS refused entry because the chicken bouillon did not meet FSIS import 
requirements. 
 
 
Q. Is human health in the United States jeopardized as a result of imports that occurred that did not meet FSIS requirements?
 
A.  FSIS.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




