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WhalfO! i'lnd Dolphin Comif'!rvation Sodp.ty 

March 9,2011 

f'reedom of Informatioll Act Office 
TI \EC~OV\E~ 

J .egislative and Public Affairs 
APHIS. USDA 

~ MAR -9 2811 
4700 River Road, UJlit 50 ~ 

Riverdale, MD 20737 
Vin fax: 301-734-5941 

IPR - 6 2Ot1To tl1C FOIA Officer: 

I am writing to request the following information under, and pursuanllo, th~ Fr~~dom of 
Information Act (.FOlA). and all other Jaws CJ:llil1ing full public disclosure of lll~ 
foJlo'\.vinA information: 

I). All records, noles (inc.luding ofphon~ cunversalions), correspondence and 
doclIInClltaticm (clcclr(ll.lic -.'" ()thc(wiS(.~) relating lo the 2006 export ofkilh.:r wlutles Ii-om 
Sea World to Loro Parquc. TCllerifc. Spain (Cana'ry islands) and dating rrom Mareh 1. 
2003 to the present; 

2). S~cificul1y, all records, not~s (including ofphone conversations), 
correspondence and documentation (elcclronic or uUlCrwi::;e) rciatin,/:( to lh~ I:valuation for 
comparability of care and maintenance standards lor the above said export dating from 
March 1. 2003: 

3). Ali records, correspondence. notes (including pholle conversation.':;') and 
docmncntatlol] (dwtfOnic or olht::rwi::;t,:) r~laling to tht:: poli(.,-ie~. proc~s::;t.:s and procedur~s 
utilized by APHIS ill evaluating the comparabilily or foreign facilities and ccrtiJying 
governments towards meeting the requirements (facility I1ccnsing rcquircmcnts) orthc 
Animal W(;lfar~ Act (AWA) and Marine Mammal Prolection Act (MMI)A) for exporLs of 
marine mammals to international public display facililies. 

4). TIle final and official APIDS invcstigativc rcport into the death of trainer Vawn 
Hrancheau at SeaWorld Orlando on l-cbruary 24, 2U 10. inciuding any records or 
documentntion relotinB to other incidenrs n:':$ultinc in orea trainer irljury or death. 

' .. 
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Please send the results ofthis request to: 
Courtney S. Vail 
WDeS, US 
333 N. L>anieIsoll Way 
Chandler, Aci:£Ona 8.5225 

Fur'h~rmm~ .. we Und~l"l'talld that. under the E!ectronic Freedom uf InHH lJutliutl Act 
An1endments to the Freedom of [llfonllatioll Act (J:o'OlA), all fcdcral agencies arc required 
to make available on the Internet, any records that have beell discloscd ill response to a 
FOIA request and which the agency dctemlines have become or arc likely to bcc.ome the 
~ubject of subsequent requcsts, 

Thi~ request satisfies the criteria for fee waiver under 5 U.S.c. 552 (a)(4)(A)(jjt). woes 
is n. non-profit animal welfnre and conservatioll organizatioll and none ofthe illform.a.tion 
under this request will be used for profit or to advance any commercialllltcrests. Rather, 
woes has the ability to contribu.te to thc public's \lndcrsC~rldirlg of ff;'1(.iend ag~nci~s' 
operntjon~ n~ well M tbeir policies and activities relating to workl.'U' aod animal proLuction 
due to it." proven ability to disseminate infonnation to a large segment of the publiC. 
woes if; an international conservation tlnd welfare organization, hcadquarccl'cd in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts with additional offices in the United Kingdom. Australia. 
Argentina, nnd Germany. Policies and activities relating to the protection of whales and 
dolphin~ are ()fnational concern. woes is particularly wen suited to disLribute 
inf'tulI1lltiOI'l1.0 concerned citizens and others throughout the COUllli). In addition, WDeS 
routinely distributes infonnation. press releases. reports, and copies of originsl 
docum.ents to nlembers ofthe nledin to generate anicles. WJ)CS also routincly 
distributes, aT no charge, its 0\Vn iniomlatiol1 811d infOnllation obtained from other 
sources regarding policies and activities relating to the protcc.tion of whaJe::. I:lnd dolphins, 
to anyone requesting such information. This includes thc public, mcdia, students. and 
scientiSlt<;. 

Thank you in adVAnce for yOUl attention to this req\.lest. If there are any questions or 
c()nc~ml:!., Tcan be reached at  or !~.!.IJ.ill::y.vail.@~\V\.h:'.~.nl.!~. I wm look. 
forward to a timely response. and thank you very much in advance for yom efforts. 
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FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL 


DATE: March 9, 2011 

TO: APHIS/USDA 
FOIA Officer 
301-734-5941 

FROM: Courtney S. Vail 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (WDeS), US 

RE: FOIA Request 

Pages: 2 +cover 

Thank your attention to the attached. 


Warmest regards. 


Courtney Vail 

480-747-5015 
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