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ANIMAL WELFARE COMPLAINT

Complaint No, Date Entered Received By
08-150 04/29/08 T Brasfield (ERO)
Refarred To Reply Due
W. Striplin, ACI; D. Watkins, SACS '~
Facility or Person Complaint Filed Against
Name |Customer/License/Registration No.
LIEBLING FAMILY CIRCUS 13203/58-C-0288
Address
1432 ADAIE RD
City State Zip Phone No
Davenport FL 33836 |(863)206-5067
Complainant
Name Organization
PETA
Address
City State |Zip \Phone No./Email address

i | | ~ @peta.org
How was complaint received? email

Forward response to FOIA: Yes [] No []
Details of Complaint: Elephant constantly chained, chains have no padding,
chained by two legs on one side which restricts movement more so than if
chained by alternate front and back legs.

Results: observed the circus on 06-16-08 before and during the elephant rides
for 1 hour 45 minutes unannounced until the public went intc the show.
Conducted an inspection and all was in compliance see inspectiaon report.

OKAY TO CLOSE BASED ON INSPECTION REPORT DATED 15 JUNE 2008- TT

Application packet provided? Yes [ | Nc

INSPECTOR DATE
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3 Linda L Kevar CO/APHIS/LSCARUSDA
tC

Connie R Ti
b 4 Marris/CO/APHIS/USDA
3 C4414/2C08 05:57 PM it

Sukject Cavenport??

For Fellow Up: I Urgent Pricdty. Follow up on 04/15/2008 at 09:13 AM

5
A

-—— Faryvarded 8y Cornie R Morris/CC/APHIS,USDA an 04, 14/2C008 03:38 FM

Josapgh A
Nalson/NC/APHIS/USDA To Tony Brasfield/NC/APHIS/USDA@USCA
04142008 02,04 PM ¢ Connie R Maorris/CO/APHIS/IUSDA@USDA

Subject

Tony,
Please log and send to WR with a copy of itinerary for 58-C-0288 (Liebel)

Joe.

T2 <Betty J. Goldentyer@aphis.usda. gov>
cc "Tarasa Marshall® <terasam@peta.org>, <Rcbent.M.Gibbens@astis.usda.gov>,
<Chester A. Gipscn@aphis.usda. jav>

Subje Concamns ragarding 2lephant traveling with circus
ct

C4/14.2008 03:14 PM
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might be Nosey with the Liebel Family Circus (58-C-0288). The ci
performing in Guadalupe, Arizona, over the weekend under the name, “Kingford

2roductions - Circo Latino Americanc des las Bstrella.”

The complainant stcpped by the circus several times cover the weeskend, and the
elephant was always chained. As you can sese in thea photes, the chains have
absolutely no padding. The eleghant is alsc chainad by twe legs on one side
instead of being chained on an alternate front lag and rear leg to allow more

freedom of movement.
Please neote that PETA filed a similar complaint regarding shackles that wers
not padded in Septamber 2005. Please ensure that this elephant is prowvided

with padded chains and given adequate space and exercise.

Plaase inform me of the USDA’'s findings in this rcase. I carn be resached ac
Thank you for your attenticn to this
matter

Sincerely,

3333

Captive Animals Rescue & Enforcement eljpg e2jpg eldjpg eijpg
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_f{ ., Lindal To

Kovar/CO/APHIS/USDA

cc
04/30/2008 08:55 AM
bee
Subject ccmp 08-180 Lietling Family Circus 38-C-0283. cust #3203
April 29, 2008

Dear

Thank you for your email of April 14, 2008, concerning the elephant with the Liebel Family Circus
(58-C-0288). This complaint has been issued number 08-160. If you wish to know the results of our findings,
you must send a request, in writing, to our Freedom of Information Act office. Please refer to the above issued
number.

FOIA requests can be submitted three ways --
l. Email: foia.officer@aphis.usda.gov
2. Fax: 301-734-5941
3. US Mail: USDA, APHIS, FOIA
4700 River Road. Unit 50
Riverdale, MD 20723

Animal Care is the division of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) that is responsible for the
enforcement of the Animal Welfare Act. The Act provides minimum standards for the humane care and
use of animals at USDA licensed or registered facilities.

Animal Care inspectors conduct routine unannounced inspections at all USDA licensed and registered
facilities to ensure that they are meeting or exceeding these minimum standards. Our inspectors also
conduct searches for unlicensed facilities conducting regulated activities. We perform inspections and
searches when necessary in respense to valid concerns and complaints received from the public to
ensure the well-being of the animals and compliance with the law. If violations are found, enforcement
action appropriate for the circumstances will be initiated.

Please be assured that we will look into your concerns and take appropriate action if necessary.
Thank you for your interest in the weilfare of these animals.
Sincerely,

Robert Gibbens, VM
Directer, \WWestern Regicn
USDA, APHIS, Animal Care
Linda L. Kovar, ILA

(970) 494-7463

'~ «Betty J. Goldentyer@aphis.usda.gov>
04:14/2008 C3:74 PM e

<c "Terasa Marshall” <teresam@peta.org>, <Rctert.M.Gibbens@aphis, usda gov>
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<Chaster A.Gipson@aphis.usda gov>

Subje Cancemns regarding elephant traveling with circus
ct

April 14, 2008

Dr. Elizabeth Goldentysx
USCA Eastern Region

920 Main Campus Dr., Ste. 200
Unit 3040

Raleigh, NC 27805

1 page via e-mail with photocs

Dear Dr. Goldentyer:

PETA has received the attached photos from a complainant. We suspect this
might be Nosey with the Liebel Family Circus (58-C-0288). The circus was
performing in Guadalupe, Arizona, over the weekend under the name, “Kingford

Productions - Circo Latino Americano de las Estrella.”

The complainant stopped by the circus several times over the weekend, and the
elephant was always chained. As you can see in the photes, the chains have
absolutely no padding. The elephant is also chained by two legs cn one side
instead of being chained on an alternate front leg and rear leg to allow more

freedom of movement.

Please note that PETA filed a similar complaint ragarding shackles that were
not padded in September 2005. Please ensure that this elephant is provided

with padded chains and given adequate space and exercise.

Please inform me of the USDA's findings in this case. I can be reached at

[ Thank you for your attention to this
matter

Sincerely,
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a@ LindaL To Carol G Porter/FLUAPHIS/USDA@USDA
USDA
KouaERNAP RS0 cc Gragory S GajEL/APHIS/USDAGUSDA
05/28/2008 10:03 AM e

Subject Re: Complaints $08-180 & #C8-130A, Lisbiing Circus 320303

Caral,

| checkad with Connie to see who needs to close out these complaints since they invelved an ERO
licensee, yat the incidents wers in Arizona. Stre said that once you have a TRA inspacticn (by 2ither an
ER or an WR inscector) please send a copy to us along with the completed RESPONSE saction of each
of the complaint forms, and cc Grag Gaj asking him to close tha complaints. | know it may take awhile to

get a TRA inspection. Thanks much.

@3 )
somp 02-180 Letiing Circus 2203, FORM 04-25-02 doc comp C8-150A Lietling Cirsus 3203 FORM 04-23-08 dec
Linda L. Kovar, ILA

(970) 494-7463
Carol G Porter/FL/APHIS/USDA

‘ Carol G
i =@} PorterFUAPHIS/USDA To Linda L Kovar/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA
N 05/28/2008 07:52 AM cc
/
\ Subject Complaint #08-160 & #08-180A
Hi Linda:

Here Is my rasponse to complaint #08-160 and #08-120A. The r=gional office will foraard 3 hard copy. 'l
ferward an itinerary if | see that they ar= heading back ocut to the western ragion. Thanks and let me know

if you have any questions.

= B

T UE.  E RRCIL o
Lera irrpactornst o Leces Jlarma don

Caral Gaddy Porter
USCA-Animal Care
Eastarn Region
PO Bax 636

Saf -‘T; arbor, FL 34835

Fax: 727-728-1830
Voicemail: 703 -aTﬂ 8333



USDA, APHIS, AC

nn 1 82008

To: Dr. Greg Gaj
From: Carol Perier

ccC: AC Eastern and Westermn Regicnal Office
Date: May 28, 2008

Re: Comglaint #8-180 and #08-180A

On May 22, 2€08 | cenducted a thorough inspection at the home site of The Flerida State
Family Circus (customer #3203) as a result of complaints #08-180 and #08-180A. Tommy
and Franciszka Liebel, the owners of the circus, accompanied me on the inscection.

The animals present on site during the inspection censisted of one 28 year old African
elephant known 2s "Nosey” and twe adult spider monkeys. | insgected the elephant, her
housing, food, and transport trailer. [In addition, | had Mr. Liebel demenstrate for me how he
conducts elephant rides and public feedings. | 2lso requested that he demoenstrate whers the
public barriers are placed during the rides/feedings. He siated to me that he Is the one that
conducts the elephant rides and the only time pubiic feedings are allowed is when he is
present. Public feedings are only allowed during the time that the elephant rides are taking
place. Mr. Liebel did state that he dces zllow his cider children to seil the peanuts usad for
the feedings and that they ara normally present during the rides. He also stated that the
children ara never in charge of the elephant rides or feedings.

The licensee was cited for several structural issues pertaining ‘o enclosuras locatad at the
nome site. All items were corracted during the course of the inspection. Veterinary records
indicated that a current TB trunk wash was conducted on 4/17/2008-4/16/2008 with the
results pending.

My respenses to comglaint # 08-1530 are listed below:

AmA e i

ad the chains o

ad with P e 18gs.

.\.. GSil

“arends mr

L aelencs r



the location of available areas to chain the animal...but she always has enough
chain to acequately move around. | could not accurately access this portion of the
complaint on a home site inspection.

| asked about exercise for the elephant while on the road. Nir. Liebel stated that
“Nesey” receives adequate exearcise due !o the rices that he gives on a daily basis
as well as the fact that he waters her 6-8 times a day. When he waters her he takes
her off the chains and walks her. Mr. Liebel stated that “Nosey” does not have free
access of water due to the fact that any receptacle would be used as a potential
weapon. He stated that “Nosey” would pick up a bucket or tub and throw it into the
crowd. He stated that she would also tumn over the receptacle and create a “big,
muddy mess” under the tent. He stated that he waters her 6-8 times a day. | have
asked Mr. Liebel to keep a log of all of the times he waters “Nosey" throughout the
day. |told him it was not a regulation but was a geod idea since he didn't provide
free access to water. He stated that he would begin keeping a log of each time he
waters the animal while on the road.

Regarding complaint #08-160A that refers to the lack of shade for the elephant at a
particular venue—I cannot adequately respond to that since | did not inspect the
elephant at that location. | did however look at the photos supplied with complaint
#08-160 and notice that the elephant that is chained under the tent has plenty of
shade. Although the chains are on the same side of the animal she does not appear
to be fighting the chains, as was stated in complaint #08-160A. There appears to be
plenty of slack in the chains in the photos supplied with complaint #08-160. Itis my
understanding that both complaints were generated from the same venue.

| don't feel like | can adequately answer the entire complaint based on a home site inspection
and will be requesting that a TRA inspection be conducted in an effort to fully answer this
complaint. Ms. Liebel stated that they would be leaving soon to go back out on the road and
would submit an itinerary to the regional office as soon as they had their shows confirmed.

® Page 2
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USDA, APHIS, AC

HIN b
To: Cr. Greg Ggj
From: CarciPorter
ec: AC Eastemn ard 'Nestiem Regicnal Cifice
Date: May 23, 2008
Re:  Compiaint #08-150 and #08-18CA WEEn menaem e lguesd

On May 22, 2008 | conducted a thorough inspecticn at the hcme site of The Flonda State
Family Circus (customer #3203) as a result of comgplaints #08-160 and #08-16CA. Tecmmy
ard Franciszka Lietel, the cwrers cof the circus, 2ccomganied me on ine insgection.,

The animals present on sit2 during the inspection censistad of cne 28 year old Amcan
slephant known as ‘Nosey” and two adult spider monkays. | inscected the slephant, her
hcusing, fcad, and ransport trailer. In addition, | had Mr. Lietel demanstrate for me how he
ccnducts 2lephant rides and cublic fesdings. | also raguested that he demonstrate wherz the
public bammers ars placed during the rices/feedings. He stated to me that he is the cne that
conducts the elephant rides and the cnly time public feedings ars allowed is ‘when he is
present. Public feedings are crly allowed during the time that the slepnant rides are taking
place. Mr. Licbel cid siate that ne dces allow his cider childran o sell the peanuts used for
the feedings and that they ar= normally prasent during the rides. He also stated that the
cnildren are never in charge of the alephant rides or feedings.

The licensee was cited for several structural issues perizaining to enclosurss located at the
home site. All items were corrscted during the course of the insgection. Vaterirary records
rdicatad that a currant T8 trunk wash was conducted on 4/17/20C8-4/15/2CC8 with the
rasults pending.

My resgerses fo comglaint # C8-120 are listed teiow:

e cemplainant states that the slechant's 'eg chains 3rz rot cadded  The licerses
sizted that ne dees nct use gadding for tha leg chains. | inscected the 'egs of the
slechant closely and thers s na vidence of rutiing, sarss or scarmng. Thne

siephanrt was crairad when | arrived for the inscacticn 3s a result of the slechant
3 ing cericrmed oy Mr Liecel. Tre sleprant aas chaired on the
i the 'eft rear leg. | inscected the chains anc found ne

5. | discussed with Mr Liecs| the impcriance of cadaing j"e chains for
2 comfcrof tre arimal. He stated 1o me that ne aculd 3at cieces cf firs nese and
£ad the chains prior io going tack cut on tre road

=l how ha nommaily 2t
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the lccation of available arsas to chain the animal. . but she aiways has encugh JIN
chain to aceguately move around. | could not accurately access this gertion of the
ccmelaint on 3 home site Insgection.

| askad atout sxercisa for the elephant while on the road. Mr. Liebel stated that
‘Mosey' receives adequate exercise due fo the rides hat ne gives on 3 daily casis nm
as well as the fact that he waters her 8-3 imss a day  When e watsrs her ne takas
her cff the chains and walks her Mr. Liebel stated that 'Nosey”' dees not have frze
access of watar due to the fact that any receptacle would te usad as a petential
weagen. He stated that ‘Nesey” would pick up 3 cucket or tub and throw it into the
crewd, He stated that she would also tumn cvar the recectacle and creata 3 "big,
muddy mess’ under the lent. He stated that he waters her 2-8 times aday. | have
askad Mr. Lizbal to keep 2 log of 3il of ir2 tr-=s he waters “Nesey” throughout the
day. | tcld him it was nct a ragulaticn cut was 3 gccd dea since he didn't provide
rze 3ccass o water. He sisted that ne would cegin «s=cing 3 lcg of 22ch me ne
waters the animal while on the road.

Regarding ccmplaint #08-160A that refers to the lack of shade for the slephant at a
paricular venue—I| cannot aceguatsly respend to that since | did net inscect the
gleghant at that Iccation. | did however lcck at the phetes supciied with comglaint
#08-180 and rotice that the eiephant that is chained under the tant nhas plenty of
shace. Aithcugn the chains are on the same side of the animal she dees not ageear
to be fighting the chains, as was stated in complaint #08-160A. There apcears 1o be
glenty of slack in the chains in the prctes supplied with complaint #08-120. Itis my
understanding that ccth cempiaints were generated from the same venue.

| den't fesl like | can adequately answer the 2ntire comglaint tased on a home site Insgection
and will se requesting that a TRA inspection te conductad in an affert to fully answer this
comelaint. Ms, Liecel stated that they would be leaving scon tc go back cut on the road and
would submit an tinerary to the regional cffice as scon as they had their shows confirmed.

1 82008



Umited states Department of Agriculture 5
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Sarvic~

N 1y~ 3203 cust_id
INSPECTION REPORT 242581 insp_id
13720 site_id
HUGO LIEBEL Customer ID: 3203
FLORIDA STATE FAMILY CIRCUS INC Certificate: 58-C-0233 ||| 1 8 2008
Site: 001
Ligh o FLORIDA STATE FAMILY CIPCUS

DAVENPOCRT, FL 33835

Inspection
Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION

Date: MAY-22-2CC8

380 (a)2)ii)
PRIMARY ENCLOSURES.
.2} Primary anclosuras must be constructad and maintained so that they: (ii) Protact the nonhuman primatas from injury

*=The =snclcsura that ncuses the two scider meorkays has saveral strands of hay twine tied to the cutside cf the anclasurs
bars. Tne primates have access to the twine and can =2asily pull it into the enclesure and get tangied up In it or hang
themselves with it. The twine should te rameved In an effert to prevent the animals frem injuring themselves. Ccrrect by:
Corracted at ume of inspection,

3125 (a)

FACILITIES, GENERAL.

(a) Structural strength, The facility must be constructed of suca material ard of such strangth as appropriate for the animals
invclvad. The indoer and gutdoor nousing faciliies shall be structurailly sound and shail be maintained in good rapair to
protect the animals from injury and to contain the animals.

***The eleghant cam has two separate arsas wherz2 nails ar2 protruding into the bam. The arzas ara located in the woocden
"ferms" Iccatzad over the two windows. Protruding nails could pessibly cause injury to the eleghant and snould be removed
andicr rapairad. Carrect by: Corracted at the time of inspection

Raviewed: Pregram of Veterinary Care; TB trunk wash reperts for 2008 are still pending—tests conducted on 4/14/C8-4/16/08.
Animal Invantary: 1 African Elechant ("Nosay"), 2 Spider Monkeys

ENMD OF REPCRT

Preparad By’
Date:
Tite: MA¥-22-2003
Received 8y:
Date

4 33 N
MAY-22.2008

Title




USDA, APHIS, AC

To: Dr. Greg Ggj
From: Carol Porter
CcC: AC Eastern and Western Regional Office
Date: May 28, 2008 '
Re:  Complaint #08-160 and #08-160A Weskera R eanon G e lata ks 7~
. &ﬂ'{- L}get.-j"
@ /z/o g
A

On May 22, 2008 | conducted a thorough inspection at the home site of The Florida State
Family Circus (customer #3203) as a result of complaints #08-160 and #08-160A. Tommy
and Franciszka Liebel, the owners of the circus, accompanied me on the inspection.

The animals present on site during the inspection consisted of one 28 year old African
elephant known as “Nosey” and two adult spider monkeys. | inspected the elephant, her
housing, food, and transport trailer. In addition, | had Mr. Liebel demonstrate for me how he
conducts elephant rides and public feedings. | also requested that he demonstrate where the
public barriers are placed during the rides/feedings. He stated to me that he is the one that
conducts the elephant rides and the only time public feedings are allowed is when he is
present. Public feedings are only allowed during the time that the elephant rides are taking
place. Mr. Liebel did state that he does allow his older children to sell the peanuts used for
the feedings and that they are normally present during the rides. He also stated that the
children are never in charge of the elephant rides or feedings.

The licensee was cited for several structural issues pertaining to enclosures located at the
home site. All items were corrected during the course of the inspection. Veterinary records
indicated that a current TB trunk wash was conducted on 4/17/2008-4/16/2008 with the
results pending.

My responses to complaint # 08-160 are listed below:

» The complainant states that the elephant’s leg chains are not padded. The licensee
stated that he does not use padding for the leg chains. | inspected the legs of the
elephant closely and there is no evidence of rubbing, sores, or scarring. The
elephant was chained when | arrived for the inspection as a result of the elephant
care procedures being performed by Mr. Liebel. The elephant was chained on the
front right leg and the left rear leg. | inspected the chains and found no
abnormalities. | discussed with Mr. Liebel the importance of padding the chains for
the comfort of the animal. He stated to me that he would get pieces of fire hose and
pad the chains prior to going back out on the road.

o | asked Mr. Liebel how he normally chains the elephant and he stated that she is
normally chained with opposite legs. | stated that at one point | had seen photos of
the elephant being chained on the same side. He stated that at times it depends on



the location of available areas to chain the animal... but she always has enough
chain to adequately move around. | could not accurately access this portion of the
complaint on a home site inspection.

» | asked about exercise for the elephant while on the road. Mr. Liebel stated that
“Nosey” receives adequate exercise due to the rides that he gives on a daily basis
as well as the fact that he waters her 6-8 times a day. When he waters her he takes
her off the chains and walks her. Mr. Liebel stated that “Nosey" does not have free
access of water due to the fact that any receptacle would be used as a potential
weapon. He stated that “Nosey” would pick up a bucket or tub and throw it into the
crowd. He stated that she would also turn over the receptacle and create a “big,
muddy mess” under the tent. He stated that he waters her 6-8 times a day. | have
asked Mr. Liebel to keep a log of all of the times he waters “Nosey” throughout the
day. | told him it was not a regulation but was a good idea since he didn't provide
free access to water. He stated that he would begin keeping a log of each time he
waters the animal while on the road.

* Regarding complaint #08-160A that refers to the lack of shade for the elephant at a
particular venue—I cannot adequately respond to that since | did not inspect the
elephant at that location. | did however look at the photos supplied with complaint
#08-160 and notice that the elephant that is chained under the tent has plenty of
shade. Although the chains are on the same side of the animal she does not appear
to be fighting the chains, as was stated in complaint #08-160A. There appears to be
plenty of slack in the chains in the photos supplied with complaint #08-160. Itis my
understanding that both complaints were generated from the same venue.

| don't feel like | can adequately answer the entire complaint based on a home site inspection
and will be requesting that a TRA inspection be conducted in an effort to fully answer this
complaint. Ms. Liebel stated that they would be leaving soon to go back out on the road and
would submit an itinerary to the regional office as soon as they had their shows confirmed.

® Page 2
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USDA

United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Servic

MNNK )
AN, 1 42008 3203 custid

4 INSPECTION REPORT 280679 insp_id
- P 8031 site_id
HUGO LIEBEL Customer ID: 3203
FLORIDA STATE FAMILY CIRCUS INC Certificate: 58-C-0288
Site: TRA
1432 ADAIR RD
DAVENPORT, FL 33836 FLORIDA STATE FAMILY CIRCUS
Inspection

This inspection conducted at the Ida Co. fairgrounds with the owner,

No non-compliances noted this inspection.

1 African Elephant Nosey.

End of report.

Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION
Date: JUN-16-2008

Prepared By:

Title: wald ; 2dd o 1D 4041
Received By:

Hugo Liebel ;/
Title: OWNER

Date:
JUN-16-2008

Date:
JUN-16-2008
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USDA, APHIS, Animal Care

ANIMAL WELFARE COMPLAINT

Complaint No. Date Entered Received By

08-165 20 May 2008 K Bolin

Referred To Reply Due

Gaj/Adams 19 Jun 2008

Facility or Person Complaint Filed Against

Name Customer/License/Registration No.
McCarthy's Wildlife Sanctuary Inc 58-C-0423/3051

Address

12943 61ST ST. N.

City State Zip Phone No

West Palm Beach FL 33412 (561)790-2116
Complainant

Name Organization

‘ PETA

Address

501 Front St

City State Zip Phone No./Email address
Norfolk VA 23510 (757) 6227382

How was complaint received? email

Forward response to FOIA: Yes [ ] No X
Details of Complaint: Sanctuary owner Mark McCarthy was bitten by his
adult tiger while being used for a music video photo shoot. A chain used to
control the tiger apparently tightened around the neck and body causing the
tiger to choke and panic. McCarthy suffered puncture wounds on his calf
down to the bone.

o7
Results: )% ) adTT ﬂ'ﬂ?& for P77 05=-2/-0F
oy /;M,zcg vz 085-% oF
e,%fw Yz -105‘//:2 7 ,/J’J’?

Application packet provided? Yes [ ] No [\

INSPECTOR % /77/ » DATE g5 / 7 / .f7

REVIEWED BY Z 7 DATE




INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

TO: DR.S GOLDENTYER AND GA|J

FROM: MEGAN E. ADAMS-ACI

SUBJECT: COMPLAINT NO. 08-165 MARK MCCARTHY
DATE: 5/27/2008

CcC:

On this date 1 was able to do an animal welfare inspection at Mr. McCarthy’s premises. (I had
tried the week before and had an attempted inspection on 05-21-08.) No noncompliant items were
found on this inspection. I interviewed Mr. McCarthy concerning the events of May 5, 2008 when
Mr. McCarthy was bitten by his female white tiger.

Mr. McCarthy explained the sequence of events in detail and showed me the chain that is used as
well as the swivel end to prevent the chain twisting on the animal’s neck.  According to Mr.
McCarthy the tiger came out of the transport enclosure and went to the spot for the shoot. She
flopped over and began to roll around. She rolled all the way over which caused the chain to wrap
around her midsecton. When she stood up she felt the constraint and panicked. Mr. McCarthy
secured another chain around her neck and cut off the constricting chain. It was while he was
removing the first chain that he was bitten. He stated that she was biting at the chain and nearby
rocks when she got his right calf. He sustained four puncture wounds to his leg.

Mr. McCarthy stated that he was able to complete the video shoot and loaded her back into her
transport enclosure within the trailer before he was given first aid on the set. The tger was
unharmed and only endured momentary stress. Mr. McCarthy provided me with the incident
narrative that the Florida State officials completed. No citations were issued.

I spoke with Dr. Gaj at length concerning the complaint. In my opinion this event was a freak
accident. Mr. McCarthy reacted quickly and no member of the public or the animal itself was in
danger. He had all of his emergency equipment with him which allowed for the situation to be
resolved quickly. While discussing other options to try to avoid this type of thing ever happening
again Mr. McCarthy stated that he didn’t plan on doing this type of work again. I did explain to Mr.
McCarthy that if anything like this were to ever happen again that it would be addressed by the
agency. He stated that he understood fully.

End of memo.



CAPTIVE WILDLIFE INCIDENT/BITE/ESCAPE NARRATIVE

I. ™YPE
BITE X

2. IBE# 08034

(-

. RESPONDING OFFICER (S) INV. WIYDA & INV STIFFLER

)

JANCIDENT DATE 5/5/08

5

. VERIFICATION TYPE OBSERVED
6. ANIMAL TYPE INVOLVED TIGER

7. LOCATION OF INCIDENT MIAMI-STAR ISLAND

9. OWNER'S NAME MARK MCCARTHY
PERMITTED YES

10. INJURIES
BRIEF DESCRIPTION TWO PUNCTURE WOUNDS TO THE RIGHT CALF

VICTIM'S NAME MARK MCCARTHY

i 1. ACTION TAKEN REPORT TAKEN

4. INCIDENT NARRATIVE

ON 5/13/08, 1 OBSERVED AN INCIDENT REFERENCE A TIGER BITE ON THE
LOCAL NEWS. THE NEWS STATED THE INCIDENT OCCURRED IN MIAMI AND
THE OWNER WAS LOCATED IN BROWARD.

ON 5/14/08, 1 WAS CONTACTED BY MAJOR STERMEN WHOM STATED THE
VICTIM WAS MARK MCCARTHY.

INV. BILL STIFFLER AND I INTERVIEWED MR. MCCARTHY AT HIS HOME THE
SAME DAY.

HE STATED THE INCIDENT OCCURRED 5/5/08 AND DID NOT CONTACT US
BECAUSE THE BITE DID NOT WARRANT MEDICAL ATTENTION.



X

MR. MCCARTHY STATED HE WAS ON LOCATION AT STAR ISLAND MIAMI TO
SHOOT A VIDEO. HE WAS UNLOADING A FEMALE WHITE TIGER ~ 3.5YOA
“SABI". SHE WAS ATTACHED TO A CHAIN AND WHEN SHE WAS RELEASED
OUT OF HER CAGE, SHE BEGAN TO ROLL ON THE GROUND AND THE CHAIN
WRAPPED AROUND HER MIDSECTION. WHEN “SABI” STOOD UP THE CHAIN
WAS STILL WRAPPED AROUND HER AND BEGAN TO CHOKE HER, THE CAT
BECAME FRIGHTENED AND PANICKED. MR. MCCARTHY ATTACHED
ANOTHER CHAIN TO *SABI" SO HE COULD RELEASE THE FIRST CHAIN. WHILE
ACCOMPLISHING THIS THE TIGER BIT MR. MCCARTHY'S RIGHT CALF. MR.
MCCARTHY WAS ABLE TO ATTACH THE SECOND CHAIN, AND CUT THE FIRST
CHAIN FROM THE TIGER. THE TIGER IMMEDIATELY CALMED DOWN. MR.
MCCARTHY FINISHED THE SHOOT WITHOUT GOING TO THE HOSPITAL.
PARAMEDICS WERE CALLED, MR. MCCARTHY STATED THEY CLEANED THE
WOUND AND LEFT.

THE PUBLIC WAS NOT ENDANGERED AT ANY TIME AND MR. MCCARTHY
CONTROLLED THE SITUATION. NO CITATIONS WERE ISSUED.

PICTURES OF TWO PUNCTURE WOUNDS ATTACHED RIGHT.

MCCARTHY WITH “SABI” LEFT.
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MiamiHerald.com &
Posted on Wed, May. 14, 2008

Trainer recovering after tiger bites him at rap video shoot
An animal trainer is recovering after his white tiger bit him during a rap music video taping in Miami.

Mark McCarthy suffered puncture wounds on his calf down to the bone. The Loxahatchee wildlife sanctuary owner
says his tiger Sabi panicked when her chain tightened around her neck and body during the video shoot on May 5.

The 52-year-old trainer managed to get another leash for the 3-year-old tiger and cut the constricting chain loose.

McCarthy says Sabi "calmed right back down" and continued working at the Rick Ross video shoot on Miami's Star
Island.

He says his injuries hurt but aren’t too serious.

© 2008 Miami Herald Media Company. All Rights Reserved.
http://www.miamiherald.com
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Tiger bites Loxahatchee wildlife trainer during rapper’s video
shoot

By ROCHELLE E.B. GILKEN

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer Speclals
& Deals
Tuesday, May 13, 2008 From Local
Dealerships

There was real blood on the set of rapper Rick Ross' video shoot in Miami for "Here ] Am."

Loxahatchee wildlife trainer Mark McCarthy got bit on the leg by his white tiger Sabi, who was in
a scene as Ross’ pet.

McCarthy is now laid up with
two puncture wounds in his
right calf. He canceled school
programs he had scheduled
for the next week.

He said the bite happened on
Monday when Sabi got
tangled in her chain and
McCarthy tried to free her.
Sabi had rolled over like a
house cat and the chain
tightened around her neck,
McCarthy said. Sabi
panicked.

"She's starting to choke.
Whatever’s around her she
figures is choking her and
she's biting in all directions,”
McCarthy said.

The tiger trainer said blood
seeped through his jeans, but
he refused to stop production.
He was briefly treated by
paramedics on the scene and
the shoot continued.

Greg Lovett/Post

Loxahatchee wildlife trainer Mark McCarthy with a white Siberian tiger.
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"Won't be the first time I've
been bit, won't be the last. I've
been bit by everything from
venomous snakes 1o tigers and
leopards and monkeys and
who knows what else,” said
the 52-year-old owner of
McCarthy's Wildlife
Sanctuary, who has been
handling wild animals since

he was 16.

But he said the $5,000 bonus

Rapper Rick Ross was in Miami shootting a video for Here ] Am." Ross was not injured. he got for the video will

Greg Lovett/Post

Mark MeCarthy has two puncture wounds on his right calf.

Post your
cominents
on this

story below

More local news

Latest breaking news, photos and all of today's Post stories.
Share This Story

Find this article at:
hitp:/iwww.palmbeachpost.com/state/content/local_news/epaper/2008/05/13/0513tigerbita.html

[~ Check the box to Include the list of links referenced in the aricls.

barely make up for the shows
he missed.

Nelly is also in the video, but
was not on set at the time.

Vote for this story!
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May 16, 2008

Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer, Regional Director L
USDA/APHIS/AC

920 Main Campus Dr., Ste. 200
PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL

Raleigh, NC 27606-5210
TREATMENT OF ANIMALS
s Fave 010.R6%. 501 FRONT ST.
3 pages via fax: 919-855-7123 NORFOLK, VA 23510
757-622-PETA
Dear Dr. Goldentyer: 757-622-0457 (FAX)
) . . PETA.org
Please consider this letter an official request for the USDA to investigate the Info@peta.org

following incident involving McCarthy's Wildlife Sancfuary, Inc., dba
MecCarthy's Wildlife Center, in West Palm Beach, Florida, license #58-C-
0423. If violations of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) are identified, we urge you
to pursue revocation of McCarthy's USDA license.

According to media reports, on May 5, Mark McCarthy was bitten by his adult
tiger named Sabi while she was being used in a photo shoot for a music video.
Sabi apparently began to choke and became highly distressed when & chain that
was presumably used to "control" her tightened around her neck and body. The
chain had to be cut to remove it from Sabi's body. McCarthy sustained bone-deep
puncture wounds 1o his calf while working to free Sabi from the chain.

This incident appears to be a clear violation of multiple regulations and standards
of the AWA, including 2.131(a), 2.131(b)(1), 2.131(c)(1), 2.131(d)(1), and
2.131(d)(3), which require animal handlers to be knowledgeable and experienced
and animals to be handled in a manner that does not cause trauma, behavioral
stress, physical harm, or unnecessary discomfort.

This incident was surely terrifying for Sabi. McCarthy, through his own ;
admission that he is frequently bitten by the animals he handles, seemns incapable
of safely handling dangerous animals. We believe this is a chronic problem that
warrants license revocation.

Thank you for your time. 1 can be contacted at

Sincerely.

Enclosures:  Palm Beach Post, May 14, 2008, "Tiger Bites Loxahatchee
Wildlife Trainer During Rapper's Video Shoot"
Miami Herald, May 14, 2008, "Trainer Recovering After Tiger
Bites Him at Rap Video Shoot"

AN INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATION DEPICATED
70 PROTECTING
THE RIGHTS OF ALL ANIMALS
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ﬁ August 5, 2008

United States I_)ETA

Department of 501 Front Street

Agriculture Norfolk, VA 23510

Marketing and

Regulatory Dear

Programs

Animal and Plast Th_anlf you for your email dated_ August 5, 2008 concemipg McCarthy’s
Health Inspection Wildlife Sanctuary Inc located in West Palm Beach, Florida. Your concern
Services has been given number 08-165. Please refer to this number when inquiring

Animal Care about this concern.

gz? M;Lia‘ CampusDrive  Your concerns have been forwarded to Greg Gaj/Megan Adams. Please be
Rzl?igh, NC 27606 assr.lre(? that we will evaluate the situation and take appropriate enforcement
action if necessary.

Tel No. 919-855-7100

Fax No. 919-855.7123 Thank you for bringing this to our attention and for your concern for the

welfare of animals.

Sincerely,

F
Hydnd
tpast G
EliZabeth Goldentyer, D.V.
Regional Director

Eastern Region, Animal Care

pimal
T nare

Animal Care 1s a part of the Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



August 5, 2008

Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer, Regional Director
USDA/APHIS/AC

920 Main Campus Dr., Ste. 200

Raleigh, NC 27606-5210

Dear Dr. Goldentyer:

Please consider this an addendum to our letter of May 16, which asked for an
investigation of an incident involving McCarthy's Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc., dba
McCarthy's Wildlife Center, in West Palm Beach, Florida, license #58-C-
0423.

As mentioned in our letter, Mark McCarthy was reportedly bitten by his adult
tiger named Sabi while she was being used in a photo shoot for a music video.
Sabi apparently began to choke and became highly distressed when a chain that
was presumably used to "control” her tightened around her neck and body. The
chain had to be cut to remove it from Sabi's body.

The finished video, which can be viewed at
http://www.voutube.com/watch?v=vRKtBgkn17U,

provides further evidence that the tiger was mishandled. The tiger appears a
number of times throughout the video, but at 3:30 can clearly be seen struggling
against multiple chains around her neck.

Again, we ask you to pursue revocation of McCarthy's USDA license if violations
of the Animal Welfare Act are identified.

Thank you for your time. I can be contacted at

Sincerelv.

Enclosure via USPS: DVD, Rick Ross - Here | Am

‘.

A

PCTA

PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL
TREATMENT OF ANIMALS
501 FRONT ST.
NORFOLK, VA 23510
757-622-PETA
757-622-0457 (FAX)

PETA.org
Info@peta.arg

el R i A il ——y



United States Department of Agriculture WADAMS
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

. - s 3051 cust_id
INSPECTION REPORT 122938 insp_id
= i ——— 8054 site_id
MC CARTHY'S WILDLIFE Customer ID: 3051
SANCTUARY INC Certificate: 58-C-0423
MC CARTHY'S WILDLIFE CENTER
Site: 001
12943 61STST. N. MCCARTHY'S WILDLIFE
WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33412 Inspection

Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION
Date: MAY-27-2008

No noncompliant items were identified on this inspection.

Inventory: Tigers-5 Lion-1 Cougars-5 Black leopards-3 Spotted leopards-2 Serval-1  Siberian lynx-2  Kinkajous-2
Skunks-2 Fox-1 Ringtail lemur-1 Black and white ruffed lemur-1  Squirrel monkey-1.

End of report.
Prepared By: S
Date:
Title: MAY-27-2008
Received By: | Bt
Date:
Title: MAY-27-2008
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