
USDA 

Compla int No 
08 -1150 

Referred To 

JUl 1 ~ 2008 

US DA, APHlS, Animal Ca re 

A~IMAL WELFARE CO:VIPLAI:'I'T 

Date Entered 
04. ::!9 /c a 

ReceIVed By 

Reply Due 
1'1. S::.ripl:!.n. AC: ; :. Watkins , SACS " 

facilit~· or Person Com plaint Filed A2ainst 

l 

Name ICustomer/license/Reglstration No. 
L:EBLING ?~~:~y C:RCUS 32 03 S8-C-C28S 
Address 
1432 ADA:F. RD 
City Istate Zip iPhone No 
DaveI"'. ort. FL 33836 1863 1206-5067 

Complainant 
Name Organization 

  PETA 

Address 

City IState Zip Phone No.lEmai! address 
I @peta.or 

How was complaint received? email 

) 

> ,<--­
nimal -.... ~--nre 

Forward response to FOIA: Yes 0 No 0 
Details of Complaint: Elephant constantly chained, chains have no padding, 
chained by two legs on one side which restricts movement more so than if 
chained by alternate front and back legs. 

Results: Obser/ed the circus on 06-16-08 before and during the elephant rides 
for 1 hour 45 minut.es unannounc~d until t he public went into the show. 
Conducted an inspec~ion and all was in compliance see inspec::ion ~eport. 

OKAY TO CLOSE: BASED ON INSP ECTION REPORT DATED 16 JUNE 2008- TT 

ApolicatJor ;JacKet provu::!ed? Yes 0 Nc ,I 

INSPECTOR DAE 

REVIEWED BY DATE 
11 ·J:"::"l-C3 
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be': 

F::r Fello'N u~: ,... Ur.'JCf"l1 Pne(,1y Fcllcw up 00 OJ 152008.1109 13 AM 

Joseph A 
Nelson, NCt A?H I SJU SOA .) - ony 8rosfelc"'IC.AP"IS.uSDA~L.SD,l 

I;C Ccnrle R \10r"iS,CO/APHIS,I ... SDA,~l.iSDA 

Subject 

Col. 11,2CCa J:2.C4 P~,l 

Tony 

Please log and sar:d to VIR .'lith a ccpy of itinerarJ fer 58·C·02Sa (Uebel) 

Joe 
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Sl.cje Ccf'.cems (ltgardif'g ¥epl"an! 1r3'I'!IIf'g MU'I Ciro,;s 
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IUl l ri 2008 

'11ight be Nasey 'Nith tr.e Lieoel ~amil'/ Circus fSS-C-0238 ) The circus.~·a5 
~erE::l:':1'':';:g in Guadalupe, ,;.:-i=o!'!a, corer t!:e ' .... eekend '..!.:".de!" the :1.3Te, "K!.r:g:ord 

Prcducti;m::; - Ci.:-c': La:ir:c A... ... t'!~:ca:'.o de :!.as Ss':rella . " 

7he cC~!.=:.l.i:-"a::t sccp;:ed by c::e cLrc<..:s ::leo/era!. ti~es G'/er the ',·;eejo;en:l., and the 
e .!.ephar:.c ·..,ras al'tJ3::s c~ained. ),s you can see i:1 tr.e photos, the chai:1.B h.J:11! 

dbsolu:ely no paddi:-.g. 7he ele~l':.ar:.t is alav cr-.ai'.ed oy t ... () .iegs on one side 
inst.ead of bei:".g c:'air.ed on an alter::ace front l"!g a::d rear leg '.:.0 allo· .... ~o!"e 

freedom of move~e:1.t. 

?~ease ;:oce t!1at PS':'A filed a simi:ar ccm!.=lair'.1: regardi:'1.g shackles that .~ere 
noe padded in Sepce:'l'lber 2005. please ensu :::e tnac t;"15 elephant ~s pro',ided 

.oJith .9added chair:s d!"'.d give,. dcequdte space d:lC exercise. 

Please inform me of the USDA's find~ngs in this case. I can be reached at 
   Tha:1k '{OU for your attention to this 

matter 

Sincerely, 

~ ~~~ 
Captive Animals Rescue & Enforcement elJpg e2 :pg e3Jpg e.!lP9 
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tf-' Linda l 
Kovar/CO/APHIS/USDA 

04 30,2008 08:55 AM 

To 

cc 
bee 

.J\I\ 1 8 l008 

Subject ccmp 08· 160 LJebling Family Circus 58-C-0288. Cl.st .::32C3 

April 29, 2008 

 

Dear  

Thank you for your email of April 14,2008. concerning the elephant with the Liebel Family Circus 
(58-C-0286), This complaint has been issued number 08-160. If you wish to know the results of our lindmgs. 
you must send:1 request, In writtng to our Fr<!edom of Information Act office. Pk:lse rder 10 the 3bovc issued 
number 

FOIA requests can be submittd three ways-­
I. Email: foi:J .. officer@aphis.usda.gov 
1. Fax: 301 -734-5941 
J. US ~I;ll[: US D.-.\., APHIS, FOIA 

·riOO River Road. Linil 50 
Riverdak ~ID 20723 

Anima! Care is the division of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) that is responsible for the 
enforcement of the Animal Welfare Act. The Act provides minimum standards for the humane care and 
use of animals at USDA licensed or registered Facilities . 

Animal Care inspectors conduct routine unannounced inspections at all USDA licensed and registered 
facilities to ensure that they are meeting or exceeding these minimum standards. Our inspectors also 
conduct searches for unlicensed facilities conducting regulated activities. We perform inspections and 
searches when necessary in response to valid concerns and complaints received from the public to 
ensure the well-being of the animals and compliance with the law. If violations are found, enForcement 
action appropriate for the circumstances will be initiated. 

Please be assured that we will look inlo your concerns and lake appropriate action if necessary 

Thank you For YOL.r interest in the welfare of these aOimals. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Gibbens, DVM 
Director, Western Regcn 
USDA. APHIS, ft.r.lrral Care 
...................................... ................. n ..... 

Linda L Kovar. ILA 
\970149"-7-163 

p 

~IJ '" _ "'" 
<:~el::I J. · ... aldel'l'jer paehs.1.oSCa :;e'l> 

·:c "'T':!fesa I"I,]fsl"all~ <:teresam.g:peta efg>, <Rctert 'I!.Glct;ens.g;1pI"HS~Sda;o'l> 



<C!":es:er A.Gi\=son.@aphls,uSdagol,/> 
SubJe Concerns regarding elephant traveling Nlth CIrcUS 

CI 

.;pl_l 14, :009 

Dr. ~~i=dceth Golde~:!e~ 

USJA Eas~ern ?egion 

920 ~din Ca~pus Jr., See. 200 

Unit ) HO 

?3.1eigh, ~IC 27500 

1 page via e-mail ' .... ith photos 

Dear Dr. Goldentyer: 

JUL I 8 2008 

PETA has received the attached photos from a complainant. We suspect this 
might be Nosey with the Liebel ~amily Circus (58-C-02S8). The circus 'lias 
performir.g in Guadalupe, Arizona, over the weekend under the name, "King ford 

Productions - Circa Lati~o America~o de las Estrella. H 

The complainant stopped by the circus several times over the "reekend, and the 
elephant ' .... as always chained .. ~s you can see in the photos, the chains ha'/e 
absolutely no padding . The elephant is also chained by t ..... o legs en or.e side 
instead of being chained on an alt:ernace franc leg and rea::- leg to alIa',.,. more 

freedom of movement. 

Please note that PETri filed a similar ccmplaint regarding shackles that were 
not padded in September 2005 . Please ensur e that t:his elephant is provided 
·",ith padded chains and given adequace space and exercise. 

please inform me of the USDA's findings in this case. r can be reached at 
 . Thank you for your detention to this 

matter 

S':'~cerely. 



Linda L 
KO'larfC 01 AP H I StU SOA 

0512&2CCS IC:C3 A:"1 

Carcl, 

1111 j 8 2008 

To Carol '3 Pcner, FLA?hIS,USDA@USDA 

CC Gregory S G~j I:L t.FHIS,USCA?USDA 

bee 

Sl.b;eCl F\e ~ COMl=lair:ls -'#08-160 & ::C8-1-3CA. i.:ebllng Cir.::us 32030 

I cnecked Nlth Ccnnle to see 'tIhe needs :0 -::Icse Cl.t :r.ese <:ompiamts since they in'Iclved an ERO 
ticersee ~ et ,he :rcicents were in Arizcra. Sre said trat once JOu fa'/e a TP"; insp-=c:lcn It:J'j e the, an 
ER Of an '/JR ir,spector) please send a copy to us aleng 'Nit~ the ccmpleted RESPONSE saction of 83Ch 
oi tr.e complaint forms, and cc Greg Gaj asr<irg him to close the compla if'lts. I know it may take awhile to 
get a TRA irspectlon. Thanks rrueh. 

Linda L. Kevar, ILA 
(970) 494-1463 

Carol G Porter/FUAPHISiUSOA 

J 
CarolG 

", ~ Pcrter/FU APH1S/USDA 

\; OS/28r2D08 07:52 AM 

\ ' t/ 

HI Unda. 

To Linda L KO'larJCO/APHISJUSDA@USDA 

ee 

Sutject Cc,",plalnt ,,08·160 & #08·160,.\ 

Here is my response to complaint #08·160 and ;;08·1 €0A. The rsgionai office will forHard a hard copy I'll 
forHard an itlnerary if I see that they are heading back out to the western region. Thanks and let me know 
if you have any questions . 

Carol Oaedy Porter 
USC,.l.·.o,nimal Care 
Eastern Region 
PO Bc.( 656 
Sa<~rl rlart:Cf. cl 3..1595 

F3.(: 7T· 725·11330 
'/")lc.:::3:1: ;:)3.,3 12-6C.33 



Memo 
To: Dr Greg: Ga] 

From: Carol Per-ef 

CC: AC Easter ard Nesterr. R~lcrat Cff:ce 

O:Itc: I\tay 23. 20C8 

Rc: CCr""l=laint ;:GS-160 ard :t08-' aOA 

USDA, APHIS, AC 

/Ill 1 82008 

On I\Iay 22. 2eOS I ccr.dl..cted a ttorouGh inspection at the rome site of Trie F!crda State 
Family Circus (customer .;3203) as 3 resul t of complaints #08-160 ar c #C8- 160A. Tommy 
and Franciszka L:ebel, tne owrers of ite circus. acccmpanied me on Ita inspection. 

The animals present on site dLring the inspection consisted of one 28 year old African 
elephant i<.nown as "Nose,! arc two aeL.lt spider morkeys. I irspected ~e elephant, her 
housing, food, and transport trailer. [n addition. I had Mr Liebel cemonstrate for me how he 
condl.cts el~hant rides ard pL..blic feedings. I also requested tt'at r.e demonSTclte where tr.e 
pl;blic barriers are placed dur'r.g the rceslfeedings. He stated :0 me that he is the one that 
COndLCtS the elephant rices ard the only time public feedings are allowed is 'Nhen he is 
present. Public feedings are only allowed during the time that the elephant rices are taking 
place. 1\.1r. Liebel did state that he coes allow his older children to sell the peanuts used for 
tlie ;eedings and that tliey ara n0rrT12J1y present durir:g the rices. He also s1ated Irat the 
crnlCrer. are r:e"Ver in cl"lar~e of ttte elephant rides or feeeir:gs 

The licensee was cited for several structural issL.es peliairirg to enclosures Iccated at :re 
ho~e site. All ;tems were corrected cUling tre course of the inspection. Veterinary records 
Ir.cicated :hat a current TS trunk 'Nash 'Jlas concLcted on 4/17 20084, 1612008 with the 
rgsL.;lts ;::endir,g. 

,\-ly resoorses to ccmplairt;; CB4 1dO are lis~ed below: 

• T'""e ccmpla;rart states tt'3! Ire elepram':; 'eg cralns are ret pacded. Tr e I'cr:lrsee 
s:a~ec 'rat I-e cees ret .. sa ;:accirg 'cr ~-e l.:g cra:rs I ·rseec:ec Tel egs ef-re 
-: ~cran ::csel'! arc L"er~ s ~o e',ieerce.:f r ... CO rg scr::s. ~r scar'TG T~e 

::Iepran N~S d'2lred ,~rer I ar-'I~ :cr L'4 e rscect:or as a ·~Sl.J.,t oi a'e elecrar.t 
"::ar3 o:;r:t;e{h .• ~?s ,;eirs pt:rs;-e<:! :: ~ .'.Ir Lee':l. T"ie e ecr.sr' h:!S ;r2 '""ee cr Tel 
:":n · o;rte~ arc 1" ~ er. 4~ar as I rs;::ected:fe ct"Sirs ::rc 'CLrc:-o 
.3orcrr.2i.tles I .:!Isc:..ssed Ni:h \Jr. Leeel tre r'~orarce cf ;acdirg :.-e craLrs ;or 
';--e :cr:r:rt cf:J"e ar.r-:al !--Ie ~·2:~ :0 r.-e ·tat "e .~CL C ;e: ~.eces cf ;:r: '""058 ara 
::.:ld T.P. crairs or·cr:o go,rg .Jack cut or tte rose 

• -as(-?d \Ir Lo:Ct:L ,.cw -e -cral, :rairs tt"e ~.e~t"art arc '"e :;·a:;<: trat sre·s 
·cr ...... aJl"! ·~ra red J'l1t/"1 co~cs,:e egs I s::::t-ed wet at .:re pc;nt I ~~d s,::er phctos of 
... ,:: -:c:::rart :erg ..:;ra ree 'jr 't'e sare;; ce i-le :;:a'~ :rat a: ~;rr~5 t :eoerc!s cr 



the location of available areas to chain the animal ... but she always has enough 
chain to adequately move around. I COl.ld not accurately access this portion of the 
complaint on a home site Inspection. 

• 1 asked about exerCise for !he elephant .. ..-hlle on the road. Mr. Liebel stated that 
~Nosey" receives acec;uate exercise due to the rices that he gives on a dally basis 
as we:1 as the fact that he waters her 6-8 times a day When he waters her he takes 
her off the chains and walks her. Mr. Liebel stated that "Nosey" does not have free 
access of water due to the facl that any receptacle would be used as a potential 
weapon. He stated that -Nosey" would pick up a bucket or tub and throw it into the 
crO\'Vd. He state<:! that st'.e would also tum over the receptacle and create a "'big, 
muddy mess~ under the tent. He Slated that he waters her 6-8 times a day. I have 
asked Mr. Uebel to keep a log of all of the times he waters "Nosey" throughout the 
day. I told him it was not a re£ulation but was a good idea since he didn't provide 
free access to water. He stated that he would begin keeping a log of each time he 
waters the animal while on the road. 

• Regarding complaint #08-160A that refers to the lack of shade for the elephant at a 
particular venue-l cannot adequately respond to that since I did not inspect the 
elephant at that location. I did however look at the photos supplied with complaint 
#08-160 and notice that the elephant that is chained under the tent has plenty of 
shade. Although the chains are on the same side of the animal she does not appear 
to be fighting the chains, as was stated in complaint #Ofi.160A There appears to be 
plenty of slack in the chams in the photos supplied with complaint #Q8.160. It is my 
uncerstaneing that both complamts were senerated from U1e same venue. 

I don't feel like I can adequately answer the entire complaint based on a home site inspection 
and 'Mil be rBGuesting that a TRA inspection be conducted in an effort to fully answer this 
complall1t. Ms. Liebel stated that they would be leaving soon to go back. out on the road and 
would submit an itinerary to the regional office as soon as they had their shows confirmed . 

• P3Qe2 

1111 I 8 2008 



USDA, APHIS, AC 

Memo 
JIJN II 

/Ill 1 82008 

To: Dr Gr~ Gaj 

From: Carel Per-a' 

cc: ,le Eas:em ard Nes;:em R~;cnal Office 

Date: ~.lay 28, 2coa 
Re: Complaint;:oe..160 3nd ;Ce-160A 

On May 22, 2COa I concucted a L'lcrough Ins~ecticn at the heme site of The Florida State 
Family Circus (o.:s~omer #3203) as a result of ccm~lajnt3 #08-160 and #08-160A Tcmmy 
ar.d Frarc:s:k3 L:eta, the o ..... -rers of the orCLs accom~anled ITe on the irs~ection . 

The ammals presert cn s,te during the insl=ection ccnsisted of or.a 28 year old African 
e!':l=ham known as 'Nosey" ar.d tNO adult spicer monkeys. 1 rSp:C-ed the elephant, her 
housing. feed, and transport trailer. In adcitIon, I had Mr. Uebel demonstrate for me hew he 
ccnducrs ~Jephan[ rides and pLblic feedings. I also reques:ed mat r.e demonstrate where the 
puclic barr.ers are I=laced dcring the f,ceSi feedings. He stared to me ~at he is the one that 
conducts !t,e elephant rides ard :he only time public feedings are allowed is , ... hen l1e is 
present Public feedings are cr.ly allowed during the time that the elephant rides are laking 
place. Mr. Uet;el dfd state that he dces allow his cleer chLk:!ren to xII tl":e peanuts used for 
we feeeings and that trey ar= normally present during the rides. He also stated that the 
cnildren are never In Charge of me alsphant rices or faedir:gs. 

Tre licensee was cited for several structural ,ssues ~erta ining to enclosures located at tl",e 
home site. All items '"ere corr;ctad during the course of :he ;ns;::ection. V.:terinary records 
r:d~t=d trat a current T8 ourk wash was cor.ducted en 4!1712QC8-4I1c12CQ8 with (tie 
r,:sl.!ts percing. 

My r=s~orses :0 ccm;::latnt ;t. C8-1eO ere ,iste<:! !:elc.v 

• T-e C:::lTplamar,t statES I."a;: u-e a le~hant'5 eg ..:rains '3rs ret ocdced Tre licersse 
s;a;ec trat re ~ces ncr j sa p=dcirg 'cr tt'e 'eg chairs I .nsc::cted :toe 'e;s cf:te 
~:scr3ri :!o-;ei'f ard It ere S · 0 ,:1,lcerce ~ r ..... ccirg :;ur::s :r scamrg Tre 
-3e~rartN3s t:ralred ... ren I .3r--,e-::! fer:re rSf:€C:.tcr ::'5 '3 : '?:5l.1lt of:r~ elecran 
:3(~ : r:cecV-3S celr9 cer'crred C'j \1r L ec-s-f T ~~,; cC{"2r ! "'3S ::ra,r~::1"' ':-c 
'~::: rt ~grt leg ara etc eft 'ear eg r ,{"scected d""e c~a"('s 3rd ':t:Lra r:o 
acrcraate.5 r ::sc:...s.:.cC ,I, !:n \Ir L,ce.:f:tc rcci.2rce .::.f :a-.::c,rg1'a .:l"alrs ·cr 
1"= :crier. cf:/"e snr21 i-Ie stat2<! :0 r- e Tat -e t.cl..d .;et ::ie-':ES cf 1r: ~cse "=('Q 

:;-..;;d :te ;:-alr"s ;.rcr 'c ;orC; : ack Cl...t -:r :t'e ~r:ad 

• SS ~ e<J " Ir L ec€1 hcw r€ ~c"""::; ~I ;''"'3Jr s Te ,; ecrar! 3.d ~e ~ :a:=-J trat ~re 5 
~c"" 3,ly :I"al"'c~ ,"' t~ :cc.:s.:.: ~s t ~tali:?U ::-.3t 21.:.re ce,r! r r3<l ,eer. ;:rclJs:f 
:r >;l ~ ! ~!,:rart C~!{"g .:rared :n:r: 5ar.;: ;.ce 1-:= 3td~etl irat 3t '~r'es I :.:c~nj3:r 



the Iccallcn of available ar;:;2S to c:f'!a,n t/"e amra!. bu! ::;i"'e always has enough 
crain :0 aeeql.arely r.,o"e ar:ll.nd. I COI.Id nm accu~(el'f access thiS pcrnon of ti"'e 
c::mp1alnt on '3 t ome site ,ns!=ectlon. 

• I ask2d acout exercise :or tte elepl"ant wt"ule en t,"'e r::ad :-'1r Llei::el staled ct',at 
'Ncsey' ~ei'.les ace<1lJ3re :xer:ise ':ue to we nC!es :rat r e ~ I'JS'S cn a ca,ly casls 
as Nell '3S Te fact ttat t,e !lalers ner 6-8 :ir~s a :a'l I,'.t en re Na:el"5 r,er he takes 
!":er off me cralns <;!nd walks her Mr L:etel 50,ed :r at 'Nos<!y" dces r:ot rd'ie ~ee 
access of .'/ater dl..e to the fad trat any receptacle wculd ce used as a j:ctenj al 
Neapen tJe sta:ed trat 'Ncsey" would pick 1..0 a tucket or rub ar:d r:hrow it Ir:to :re 
.::cwd. He stated that sr,e Nodd also :um cv.:r tl"e r-:cepac!e ar:d .::-ea,e :3 "big, 
IT' l.cc,/ mess~ urcer tte :ert He 3ia:ed ti"at he Na:cf'S .... er e-8 tirr.es a day I r e'ic 
as!\ed Mr L:ebef ~o keep a ·c~ cf '311 ci Te :'n:s f.:: Haters -Nesey' ihrcughcl..t rl"e 
cay. I :cld him it Nas net a re£'ulaticn cur Nas '3 geed cea Sirce he cidn 't prov ide 
Tee access :0 Naier He 51atEC tho, r e NotJd :eg n i<.==pr~ a lcg cf each tir-e re 
warers ~e ar.imal · ... r. lie on the road. 

• Rcgard.ng complaLnt #08- t60A that refers to tt:e !2.ek or sl":ace for the eler:l-ant at a 
particular V9r1ue-! cannot aca;uarely respcnd te that s;nce I did not lns~ect :tie 
elepilar.t at that lecanon. I did however leek at ttle photos supplied with complaint 
;:t()8.. 160 and notice that the aiephant that IS chained t..nder the o:.=nt has J::leoty of 
shace. AltrLcugn lte chains are on it.e same 50Ce of the animal she cces not appear 
:0 be fighting the chains. as was stated in complaint "#08-160A There a~~ears to be 
plerr! of stack in the chainS in the phctes suppliee WIth complaint #08-1eO. It IS my 
l.ncerstanding that coth ccmpialnts .... ere ger.era:sd from the same venue. 

I cen t fael like I can adcql.ately answer ite afitire complaint cased on a home SIte irs~ection 
ard ·""It be requestirg that a TRA ir:sr:ection t:e conducr...:o.d in an effort to ft!1~! answer crus 
complaint. Ms. L.eCel stated that they '.vould be leaving seen to go back out on !he read and 
liQuid submit an tir:erarl to the regior,al effice as seer: as tr.::y had r:heir shows coniim:ed. 

1111 1 8 2008 

J J , 



u:JUA 
united ::;t:U;f!S Oep,utment of Agriculture 

An:mal and Plant He;Jltn Inspection So!rvi(~ . ~ !J . 3203 cusUd 

2..:258 1 inspJd 

13720 51teJd 
INSPECTION REPORT 

HUGO LIEBEL 
FLORIDA STATE FAMILY CIRCUS INC 

UJ2 ADAIR ,Cl:O 
DAVENPORT. FL 33830 

3.80 ( 3 X 2 X Ii ) 

PRiMARY ENCLOSURES. 

Customer 10: 3203 

Cenlficate: 58-C·02SS JUI 1 8 2008 
Site: COl 

FLORIDA STATE FA~IILY CIPCUS 

Inspection 
Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION 

Date: 'I,'AY·22·2CCa 

\2', Prirrar/ ~rC:05I.raS Jrl.sr te .:cn3;p .. c!~ i!rd :rdll"ta:ree so :rai tray ,., il Pr:tact Ire nonrl..m,an ;;rinates item ,r1Jl.ry 

• .... Tie :rdcSI.ra (rat nc!..ses tt"e toNO scicer rr:crkeys ras sa'/eral 3t.ards of ray twire ued 10 rh" cL{slde cf the 3rc!OSl..re 
bars. rie pnmoles ra'Je access to the rNire and can aasit'l p .• 11 II into the enc!cst.re and get tangk.-{j up in It or hang 
'hem5e!'/~s With II. The ~lJ!ne srolJld te r~mC '/ed In an effcrt to pre'/ent Ire ar.imals frem injurirg tl"emse~/es Ccrr!!ct b:r 
Ccrr~ed at lime of lns~ecbon . 

3.125(3) 

FACiLITIES, GENERAL 

la} SIr.,lett.ral strensth . The facihty mLlst be corstruc!ed of sue., mat~al ard of such 3irergth 3S appropriate for the animals 
IOvcll/ed Tre mdoor and oulceer nousinS rec:lities shall be structl..relly scund and srall be maintained in goo<:! r=pair to 
prctecllhe animals frem i~ju r'l and to centaln the amrrals 

"'li1e elel=hant oam has :Wo separ3te areas Nrefe nails afi~ protn,;ding Into tho! bam. Tne areas are located In the 'NQCdef1 
"forms" Iccal~d c'/er the rNO wir,do'Ns Protruding nails cculd POSSibly calJse injUry to the elephant and snould be remo'Je('! 
andier rseaira<!. Correct by' Correc:e<:l at the time of Inspection 

Reviewed: Prog ram of Ve!ennarj Care . T3 tn.m~ wash repcrts for 2008 are still perding-lests conducted on 4(1 41C8-4/1 6/08 . 

Ammal lM entorj: 1 Amon E!e~haf' 1 ( Noso!y '). 2 Spider Morkeys 

E;o.iD OF RE?GRT 

--
Prepaf~d 9y ' 

; I ( f 
" ( ... '" I 

,: .l. R"L =~ p-=;::I - j, ': 1....50-;, A~I-.!S . .!.r l l':"~1 '::J(= 

              j :69 

     
Tr: !"'1 fT'J ~c~r . 

D:lte: 

1,1/0 ( ·22·2':C8 Title: 

Rec eived 8y ' 

Date 

/ 
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USDA, APHIS, AC 

Memo 
JUN 0 t 2008 

To: Dr. Greg Gaj 

From: Carol Porter 

cc: AC Eastern and Western Regional Office 

Data: May 28, 2008 

Re: Complaint #08-160 and #OB-160A 

On May 22, 2008 I conducted a thorough inspection at the home site of The Florida State 
Family Circus (customer #3203) as a result of complaints #08-160 and #OB-160A Tommy 
and Franciszka liebel, the owners of the circus, accompanied me on the inspection. 

The animals present on site during the inspection consisted of one 28 year old African 
elephant known as uNosey" and two adult spider monkeys. I inspected the elephant her 
housing, food, and transport trailer. In addition, I had Mr. Liebel demonstrate for me how he 
conducts elephant rides and public feedings. I also requested that he demonstrate where the 
public barriers are placed during the rideslfeedings. He stated to me that he is the one that 
conducts the elephant rides and the only time public feedings are allowed is when he is 
present Public feedings are only allowed during the time that the elephant rides are taking 
place. Mr. Liebel did state that he does allow his older children to seU the peanuts used for 
the feedings and that they are normally present during the rides. He also stated that the 
children are never in charge of the elephant rides or feedings. 

The licensee was cited for several structural issues pertaining to enclosures located at the 
home site. All items were corrected during the cou~ of the inspection. Veterinary records 
indicated that a current TB trunk wash was conducted on 4/17/2008-411612008 with the 
results pending. 

My responses to complaint # 08-160 are listed below: 

1 

• The complainant states that the elephant's leg chains are not padded. The licensee 
stated that he does not use padding for the leg chains. I inspected the legs of the 
elephant closely and there is no evidence of robbing, sores, or scarring. The 
elephant was chained when J arrived for the inspection as a result of the elephant 
care procedures being performed by Mr. Uebel. The elephant was chained on the 
front right leg and the left rear leg. I inspected the chains and found no 
abnormalities. I discussed with Mr. Uebel the importance of padding the chains for 
the comfort of the animal. He stated to me that he would get pieces of fire hose and 
pad the chains prior to going back out on the road. 

• I asked Mr. Liebel how he nonnally chains the elephant and he stated that she is 
nonnally chained with opposite legs. I stated that at one point J had seen photos of 
the elephant being chained on the same side. He stated that at times it depends on 



the location of available areas to chain the animaL .. but she atways has enough 
chain to adequately move around. t could not accurately access this portion of the 
complaint on a home site inspection. 

• I asked about exercise for the elephant while on the roact Mr. Uebel staled that 
"Nosey· receives adequate exercise due to the rides that he gives on a daily basis 
as well as the fact that he waters her 6-8 times a day. When he waters her he takes 
her off the chains and walks her. Mr. Uebel stated that "Nosey" does not have free 
access of water due to the fad that any receptacle would be used as a potential 
weapon. He stated that "Nosey· 'vYOU1d pick up a bucket or tub and throw it into the 
crowd. He stated that she would also tum over the receptacle and create a "big, 
muddy mess· uncler the tent He stated that he waters her 6-8 times a day. I have 
asked Mr. Liebel to keep a log of all of the times he waters "Nosey" throughout the 
day. I told him it was not a regulation but was a good idea since he didn't provide 
free access to water. He stated thai he would begin keeping a log of each time he 
waters the animal while on the road. 

• Regarding complaint #08-160A that refers to the lack of shade for the elephant at a 
particular venue-I cannot adequately respond to that since I did not inspect the 
elephant at that location. I did hov.oever look at the photos supplied with complaint 
#08-160 and notice that the elephant that is chained under the tent has plenty of 
shade. Although the chains are on the same side of the animal she does not appear 
to be fighting the chains, as was stated in complaint #08-160A There appears to be 
plenty of slack in the chains in the photos supplied with complaint #08-160. It is my 
understanding that both complaints were generated from the same venue. 

I don't feel like I can adequately answer the entire complaint based on a home site inspection 
and will be requesting that a TRA inspection be conducted in an effort to fully answer this 
complaint Ms. Uebel stated that they would be leaving soon to go back out on the road and 
'NOuld submit an itinerary to the regional office as soon as they had their shows confirmed . 

• Page 2 
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USDA 

HUGO LIEBEL 
FLORIDA STATE FAMILY CIRCUS INC 

1432 ADAIR RO 
DAVENPORT, FL 33836 

United States OepaJ1mQrrt of Agricutturv 
Animal and PWit Health Inspection Servk 

INSPECTION REPORT) 
/1/1 1 J 2008 3203 eu,'_'" 

280679 insp_id 

8031 sile_id 

Customer 10: 3203 

Certificate: 58-C-0288 

Site: TRA 

FLORIDA STATE FAMILY CIRCUS 

Inspection 
Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION 

Date: JUN-16-2008 

This inspection conducted at the Ida Co. fairgrounds with the owner. 

No non-comphances noted this Inspection. 

1 African Elephant Nosey. 

End of report. 

Prepared By: 

Title: 

Received By: 

Titte: 

nimal Care 

   JD: 4041 

Date: 

JUN·16-2008 

Date: 

JUN-16-2008 
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USDA 
r ~ " ... , 

USDA, APIDS, Animal Care 

AN1MAL WELFARE COMPLAINT 

Complaint No. 
08-165 

Referred To 
Gaj/Adams 

Date Entered 
20 May 2008 

Received By 
K Bolin 
Reply Due 
19 Jun 2008 

Facili or Person Com laint Filed A ainst 
Name 
McCarth ' s Wildlife Sanctuar Inc 
Address 
12943 61ST ST . N. 
City State 
West Palm Beach FL 

Com lainant 
Name 

 
Address 
501 Front St 
City State 
Norfolk VA 
How was complaint received? email 

CustomerfUcense/Registration No. 
S8-C- 0423/3051 

lip Phone No 
33412 (561) 790- 2116 

Organization 
PETA 

Zip Phone NoJEmait address 
23510 (757) 6227382 

nimal 
are 

Forward response to FOIA Yes 0 No 181 
Details of Complaint: Sanctuary owner Mark McCarthy was bitten by his 
adult tiger while being used for a music video photo shoot. A chain used to 
control the tiger apparently tightened around the neck and body causing the 
tiger to choke and panic. McCarthy suffered puncture wounds on his calf 
down to the bone. 

Results: 

Application packet provided? Yes 0 No g 

INSPECTOR ~. __ . f ~' / 
_.,=, ~ '~ 

REVIEWED BY 

DATEtJa~ k? 
DATE /~ 



INTEROFFICE MEMOR ANDUM 

TO: DR.S GOU)ENT'I' ER AND Gr\J 

FROM: MEGI\ N E. ADAM$-AC] 

SUBJECT: COMPJ. .. \INT NO. 0S-165 ~MRK I'ItCG \lrn IY 

DATE: 5/ 27/ 2008 

CC: 

On this dale I was able to do an animal welfare inspection at Mr. McCarthy's premises. (I had 
tried me week before and had an attempted inspc..."Ction on 05-21-08.) No noncompliant items were 
found on this mspcction. I interviewed Mr. McCarthy concerning the events of M:ly 5, 2008 when 
Mr. McCarthy was biltcn by his female white tiger. 

Mr. McCarlhy e.xplained the sequence of events in detail and showed me the chain that is used as 
well as the swivel end to prevent me chain rwisong on the animal's Det:k. According to Mr. 
McCarthy the tiger came Ollt of the lcansport enclosure and went to the spot for the shool. She 
£lopped over and began to roll around. She rolled all the way over which caused the chain to wrnp 
around her midsection. \Vhen she stood up she felt the constraint and panicked. Mr. McCarthy 
secured another chain arOlUld her neck and cut off the constricting chain . It was while he was 
removing the first chain that he was bitten. He stated that she was biting at the chain and nearby 
rocks when she got his right calf lie sustained four pWlcture wounds to his leg. 

Mr. McCarlhy stated that he was able to complete the video shoot and loaded her back into htr 
transport enclosure within the trailer before he was given first aid on the set. The tiger was 
unhanned and only endured momentary stress. Mr. McCarthy provided me with the incident 
narrative that the Ronda State officials completed. No citations were issued. 

I spoke \vith Dr. Gaj at length conceming the complaint. In my opinion this event was a freak 
accident. Mr. McCarthy reacted quickly and no member of the public or the animal itself was in 
danger. He had all of his emergency equipmem with him which allowed for the siruauon to be 
resolved quickly. While discussing other options to try to avoid this type of dling ever happening 
again Mr. McCarthy stated that he didn't plan 00 doing this type of work again. 1 did e."'<plain to Mr. 
McCarthy that if anything like this were to ever happen again that it would be addressed by the 
agency. He stated thaI he understood fully. 

End of memo. 

• 



CAPTIVE \\ ILDLlfE INCIDENTfBITE/ESCAPE NARRATIVE 

I. TYPl 
BITE X 

2. !BE # 08014 

3. RESPONDING OfFICER (S) IN\' \\'IYDA & INV STIFFLER 

•. INCII)ENT DATE 5/5108 

;.. VERIFICATION TYPE OBSERVED 

6. ANIMAL TYPE INVOLVED TIGER 

7. LQC.\T101\ OF INCII)ENT ~'IIA~'II-STAR ISL-\N D 

9. OWNER'S NAME ~IARK .\ICCARTHY 
PERMIlTED YES 

10.IN.JURIES 
BRIEF DF.sCRIPTION nvo PllNCTl'RE WOUNDS TO THE RIGHT CALF 

VICTIM 'S NAME MARK MCCARTHY 

II. M .TION TAKEN REPORT TAKEN 

14. IN CIDENT NARRATIVE 
ON 5/13/08, I OBSERVED AN INCII)ENT REFERENCE A TIGER BITE ON THE 
LOCAL NEWS, THE NEWS STATED THE INCIDENT OCCURRED I MIAMI AND 
THE OWNER WAS LOCATED IN BROWARD. 
ON 5/14/08,1 WAS CONTACTED BY ~IAJOR STERI\IEN WHOM STATED THE 
VICTIM WAS MARK MCCARTHY. 
INV. BILLSTlFF'LER AND I INTERVIEWED 1\1 R. M CCARTHY AT HIS HOME THE 
SAME DAY. 
HE STATED THE INCII)ENTOCClIRRED 5/5/08 AND DII) NOT CONTACT liS 
BECAUSE THE BITE DID NOT WARRANT MEDICAL ATTENTION. 

1 



MR. MCCARTHY STATED HE WAS ON LOCATION ATSTAR ISL<l.ND MIAMI TO 
SHOOT A VIDEO. HE WAS UN LOADING A FEMALE WHITE TIGER - 3.5YOA 
··SAUI··. SIIEWAS ATTACHED TO A CflA IN AND WHEN SHE WAS RELEASED 
OUTOF HER CAGE, SHE BEGAN TO ROLL ON THE GROUND AND THE CHAIN 
WRAPPED AROUND HER MIDSECTION. WHEN "SABI"' STOOD UP THE CHAIN 
WAS STILL WRAPPED AROUND HER AND BEGAN TO CHOKE HER, THE CAT 
BECAME fRIGHTENED AND PANI CKED. MR. M CCARTHYA·ITACIl.ED 
ANOTHER OIAIN TO "SABI" SO HE COULD RELEASE THE FIRST CHAIN. WHILE 
ACCOMPLISHING THIS TI1E TIGER BIT M R. M CCARTH1"S RIGHT CALF. MR. 
MCCARTHYWASABLE TO ATTACH THE SECOND CflAIN, AND CUT THE FIRST 
CHAIN FROM THE TIGER. THE TIGER IMMEDIATELY CA LMED DOWN. MR. 
MCCARTIIY FINIS~LED THE SHOOT WrTIIOUTGOING TO TIlE HOSPITAL 
I'ARAMEDICS WERE CALLED. MR. MCCARTHY STATED THEY CLEANED THE 
WOUND AND LEFT. 
THE PUBLIC WAS NOT ENDANGERED AT ANYTIMEAND MR. MCCARTHY 
CONTROLLED THE SITUATION. NO CITATIONS WERE ISSUED. 
PICTURES OF TWO PUNCTURE WOUNDS ATTACIiED RIGHT . 

• 
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May. 16. 2008 2:39PM No 6166 
Trainer recovenng after tiger bites him at rap video shoot - 05/1412008· MlarniHe.ra1clcom 

P. 2 
Page I of! 

MiamiHelilld.com m 
Posted on Wed, May. 14,2008 

Trainer recovering after tiger bites him at rap video shoot 

An animal trainer is recovering after his white tiger bit him. during a rap music video taping in Miami. 

Mark McCarthy suffered puncture wounds on his calf down to the hone. The Loxahatchee wildlife sanctuary owner 
says his tiger Sabi panicked when her chain tightened around ber neck and body during the video shoot on May 5. 

The 52-year-old trainer managed to get another leash for the 3-year-old tiger and cut the constricting chain loose. 

McCarthy says Sabi "calmed right back down" and continued working at the Rick Ross video shoot on Miami's Star 
lsland. 

He says his injwies hurt but aren't too serious.. 

() 2008 Miami Herald Media CompaIlY. All Rights Re<erved. 
http://www.miamiherald.com 

rES 2 8 2011 



M.,. 16. 1008 1:40 PM 
Tiger bites Loxahatchee YlildJife triUne! during rapper's video shoot 

No. 6166 P. J 
Page I of3 

(!£h PRINTTHIS 

Tiger bites Loxahatchee wildlife trainer during rapper's video 
shoot 

By ROCHELLE E.B. Gll.KEN 

Palm Beach Post StaffWrirer 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008 

There was real blood on the set of rapper Rick Ross' video shoot in Miami for "Here I Am.." 

Loxahatchee wildlife trainer Mark McCarthy got bit on the leg by his white tiger Sabi, who was in 
a scene as Ross' pet. 

OSee more photos 

Greg LovettIPost 

Loxahatchee wildlife trainer Mark McCarthy with • white Siberian tiger. 

McCarthy is now laid up with 
two puncture wounds in his 
right caIf. He canceled school 
programs he bed scheduled 
for the next week. 

He said the bite happened on 
Monday when Sabi got 
tangled in her chain and 
McCarthy tried to free her. 
Sabi had rolled over like a 
house cat and the chain 
tightened around her neclc, 
McCarthy said. Sabi 
panicked. 

"She's starting to choke. 
Whatever's around beT she 
figures is choking her and 
she's biting in all directions," 
McCarthy said. 

The tiger trainer said blood 
seeped through hi, jeans. but 
he refused to stop production. 
He was briefly treated by 
paramedics 00 the scene and 
the shoot continued. 

i , 
I 
I 

I 
i 



M,y. 16. 2008 2:40PM .. . 
Tiger bItes Loxahatchee WlIdllfe trame:r dunng rapper's Video shoot 

AP 

No.6166 F. 4 
Page 20f3 

"Won't be the first time I've 
been bit, won't be the 1ast. I've 
been bit by everything from 
venomous snakes to tigers and 
leopards and monkeys and 
who knows what else," said 
the 52-year-old owner of 
McCarthy's WIldlife 
Sanctuary, who has been 
handling wild animals since 
he was 16. 

But he said the ~5,OOO bonus 
Rapper Rick Ross 'Wl\S in Miami shootting a video for 'Here J Aro.' Ross was not injured. he got for the video will 

Greg LovettlPost 

Mark McCarthy has two pUllCture wounds on his right calf . 

. - . 
"Post 

Post your 
,"-Qmments 

on this 
story below 

More local news 
t..a.tCill: breaking news. photos and all of today's Past stories. 

Share This Story 

Find this artide at 
http://wHw.paImbeuct!poslcoml&tateJoonlenlllocaLnewslepaperJ2008lO5l1310513t1gerbitR.hWlI 

r Check the box to)nc.Ude the rlSt of 6nJcs refM!nced in the article. 

barely make up for the shows 
he missed. 

Nelly is also in the video, but 
was not on set at the time. 

Vote for this story! 



•• ~ iL 2008 2:39PM 

May 16,2008 

Dr. Elizabeth Go1dentyer, Regional Director 
USDAIAPHlS/AC 
920 Main Campus Dr., Ste. 200 
Raleigh, NC 27606·521 0 

3 page. ,na fax: 919-855·7123 

Dear Dr. Goldcntyer: 

Please consider this letter an official request for the USDA to investigate the 
following incident involving McCarthy's Wildlife Sanctuary, IDe., dba 
MeCarthy'!! Wildlife Center, in West Palm. Brath, Florida, license #S8-C-
0423.lfviolations of the Animal Welfare Act (AWA) are identified, we urge you 
to pursue revocation of McCarthy's USDA license. 

According to media reports. on May 5~ Mark McCarthy was bitten by his adult 
tiger Damed Sabi while she was being used in a photo shoot for a music video. 
Sam apparently began to cboke and became highly distressed wben a cbein that 
was presumably used to 'control" her tigbtened around ber neck and body. The 
cbeinbad to be cut to remove it from Sabi's body. McCarthy sustained bone-deep 
puncture wounds to his calf wbile working to free Sabi from the chain. 

This incident appears to be a clear violation of multiple regulations and standards 
of the AW A, including 2.131(0), 2.131(b)(\), 2.13\(c)(\), 2.131(dX1), and 
2.131(dX)), whicb require animal handlers 10 be knowledgeable and experieneed 
and anjmals to be bandled in a manner that does not cause tnrum.a, behavioraJ 
stress, physical hazm, or unnecessary <liscorofort. 

This incident was surely tmiJYing for Sabi. McCarthy, through his own 
admission that he is frequently bitten by the animals he handles, seems incapable 
of safely handJjng dangerous animals. We believe this is a chronic problem that 
warrants license revocation. 

1bank. you for your timc. ] can be contacted at 

Enelosures: Palm Beach POSI, May 14, 2008, "Tiger Bites Loxahatchee 
Wildlife Trainer During Rapper's Video Shoot" 

M"U1l7Ii Hera/d, May 14,2008, 'Trainer Recovering Afler Tiger 
Bites Him at Rap Video Sboot" 

PEOPLE FOR THE rntlCAL 
TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 

501 FRONT 51. 
NOR FOlK, VA 23510 

757·622·PETA 
75'·622-0457 !FAXI 

PETA.org 



USDA 
iii.-
United SI:l tl'S 
I)t:!larlllll'nt of 
,\j!ricul!ure 

Marketing and 
Regulatory 
Programs 

Animal and Plant 
IIcalth Inspection 
Serviees 

Animal C3re 

920 l\1:iin Ca mpus Drive 
Su lle 200 
Raleigh, NC 21606 

Tel No. 919-855-7100 
Fax No. 919-855.7123 

.. [lima/ 
ure 

August 5, 2008 

 
PETA 
501 Front Street 
Norfolk, VA 23510 

Dear  

Thank you for your email dated August 5, 2008 concerning McCarthy's 
Wi ldl ife Sanctuary Inc located in West Palm Beach. Florida. Your concern 
has been given number 08-165. Please refer to this number when inquiring 
about this concern. 

Your concerns have been forwarded to Greg GajfMegan Adams. Please be 
assured that we will evaluate the situation and take appropriate enforcement 
action ifnecessary. 

Thank you for bringing thi s to our attention and for your concern for the 
welfare of animals. 

Sincerely. 

2U...Jl~Go~ E~i1beth Goldentycr, D. V. . 
Regional Director 
Eastern Region, Animal Care 

" Anirn;J1 Care is n pJrt of the Department of Agriculturc:'s Animal :md Plant Hcallh Inspl'1:tion Service. 

An Equal OpportunilY Provider and Employer 



August 5, 2008 

Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer, Regional Director 
USDAIAPHIS/AC 
920 Main Campus Dr., Stc. 200 
Raleigh, NC 27606-5210 

Dear Dr. Goldentyer: 

~UG .J ~ 2008 

Please consider this an addendum to OUT letter of May 16, which asked for an 
investigation ofan incident involving McCnrthy's Wildlife Sanctuary, Inc" dba 
McCarthy's Wildlife Center, in West Palm Beach, Florida, license #58-C-
0423. 

As mentioned in our letter, Mark McCarthy was reportedly bitten by his adult 
tiger named Sabi while she was being used in a photo shoot for a music video. 
Sabi apparently began to choke and became highly distressed when a chain that 
was presumably used to "control" her tightened around her neck and body. The 
chain had to be cut to remove it from Sabi 's body. 

The finished video. which can be viewed at 
htto:llwww.youtube.comlwatch?v=vRKtBgknI7U. 
provides further evidence that the tiger was mishandled. The tiger appears a 
number of times throughout the video, but at 3:30 can clearly be scen struggling 
against multi pic chains around her neck. 

Again, we ask you to pursue revocation of McCarthy's USDA license if violations 
of the Animal Welfare Act are identified. 

Thank you for your time. I can be contacted at 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure via USPS: DVD. Rick Ross - Here I Am 

\. 

PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL 
TREATMENT OF ANIMALS 

501 FRONT ST. 
NORFOLK, VA 23510 

757-622-PETA 
757-622 -0457 (FAX) 

PETA.org 
Info@peta.o rg 
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MC CARTHY'S WILDLIFE 
SANCTUARY INC 

• 

Me eARTHY'S WiLDLIFE CENTER 

United Stales Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

INSPECTION REPORT 

Customer 10: 3051 

Certificate: 58-C4t23 

Site: 001 

3051 cusUd 

122938 insp_id 

8054 site_id 

12943 61ST ST. N. 
MCCARTHY'S WI LDLIFE 

WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33412 Inspection 
Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION 

Date: MAY-27-200B 

No noncompliant items were identified on this inspection_ 

Inventory: Tigers-5 Lion-' Cougars-5 Black leopards-3 Spotted leopards-2 Serval-1 Siberian lynx-2 Kinkajous-2 
Skunks-2 Fox-1 Ringtail lemur-1 Black and white ruffed lemur-1 Squirrel monkey-1. 

End of report. 

Prepared By: 

Date: 

MAY-27-2008 TiUe: 

Received By: 

";(L~an_£--C.Y~eh.l.'?d.../ 
~ ADAMS, A C)/.USD . APHIS, Animal Care 

                  
    _ 

       

   

Date: 
MAY·27-2008 Title: 

Page I o f 1 
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