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Tonya Woods, FOIA Director 
Legislative and Public Affairs 
Freedom ofInformation Act JAN - 5 20114700 River Road, Unit 50 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
Phone: (301) 734-8296 

! 

Submitted via e-mail (foia.officer@aphis.usda.gov) and 

!,

fax (~01-734 -5941) 

I i 
Dear Ms. Woods: \, I 

\ I 
The Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine ~PCRM) is submitting this Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request pursuant to the Freedo~ Oft·ormation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 551 et 
se.q. The a?ency must respon~ to this, ~d all FOIA re~fle~ts, with the. "p~esumption in favor of 
dIsclosure, In order to renew [ItS] commItment to the pruhCIpl IS embodIed mFOIA, and to usher 

in a new era of open Government."w PCRM and thJ pub~ic have a right to demand public 
accountability from federal agencies like the U.S. Dep~en of Agriculture (USDA). "In the 

•I 
face of doubt, openness prevails."ill ~, 

PCRM seeks copies of the following: 

\ DEC - 6 2010 
Period: October 20, 2010 to present ~ 1k~il~D~~~ 0Scope: I \::. 

I 

1) All documents, including but not limited to in$pectipn memos, related to the October 
24,2010 APHIS inspection of the University ofPi*sbur~h Medical Center. 

L I 

PCRM is willing to pay processing fees up to two hundre~ dollbrs ($200). However, should the 
price exceed this amount, kindly notify me before the re4uest {s processed, so that PCRM may 
decide whether to pay the additional fees or, instead, to ap~eal f~r a reduction. 
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As provided for in 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i) and t C..R. § 1.7, PCRM awaits a response 
within 20 working days. In keeping with the pre~umptlion of disclosure and the agency's 

o~ligati~n to "act promptly and in a spirit o~ cooperati~n;'j ~CRM asks that ~ spe~ific reason be 
gIven WIth respect to any document that IS' not pro4pced IIII accordance. With this request. In 
particular, please indicate whether it is claimed that\the fFcords (a) do not exist in the form 
requested; (b) have never existed; (c) have been des~oyedl; or (d) are exempt from disclosure 
under a specifically identified provision of FOIA. If it ~.s ass~rted that USDA retains information 
relevant to this request in a form different from that squght .~ere, please advise as to the form in 
~hich the information is retai~ed such that PCRM canjrefi~e this request. If further information 
IS necessary, please do not heSItate to contact me at the above number. 
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I 
Sincerely, 

Noah Gittell ;. I 

Research ahd E~ucation Programs Coordinator 
Physicians :CoIIllillittee for Responsible Medicine 

5100 Wisconsin A~e, N~, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. ~001~ 

(P) 202.52~.733~ (t) 202.527.7434 

ngittell@pO'r·oig 
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ill The White House, President Barack Obama. Memorandum ofJan#ary 2009-Freedom ofInformation Act. 74 
Fed. Reg. 4681 (Jan. 26, 2009). 
IBU . 
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IE The White House, President Barack Obama. Memorandum ofJan4ary 2009-Freedom ofInformation Act. 74 
Fed. Reg. 4681 (Jan. 26, 2009). 



To: Lila Kanovsky 

From: Tonya Woods 

Date: December 7, 2010 

I called to get a clarification from the requester. He is looking Jany detailed narratives that the 
inspector would write about concerning the individual insp~ctio+, if any. You all will have to canvass 

the inspectors as well as the official facility file. He Is not rki1 for the Inspection report. 
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December 6, 2010, 
c~ 

Tonya Woods, FOIA Director 

Legislative and Public Affairs 

Freedom of Information Act , 


i 

4700 River Road, Unit 50 

Riverdale) MD 20737 


"Phone: (301) 734-8296 

Submitted via e-mail 

Dear Ms. Woods: 

The Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicin~ (PC M) is submitting this 

__.......;..__ 

i 
! 

Freedom of Infonnation Act (FOIA) request pursuant to the F~edOm of Information 
Act, 5 U.S.C. § 55} et seq. The agency must respond to this~ land 11 FOIA requests, with 
the "presumption in favor of disclosure, in order to reneVv [it] commitment to the 
principles embodied in FOlA, and to usher in a new era of dpen ~ovemment."l peRM 
and the public have a right to demand public accountability fi/om f~eral agencies like the 
U.S. Department ofAgriculture (USDA). "In the face of dou~t, op~nness prevails.,,2 

PCRM seeks copies of the following: 	 II 
~ 

Period: October 20,2010 to present 

Scope: 
I 

: 1) 	 All documents, including but not limited to inspeqtion fnemos, related to the 
October 24, 2010 APHIS inspection of the univer,lsity Ibf Pittsburgh Medical 
Center. : 

, i 

PCRM is willing to pay processing fees up to tWo h~ndred dollars ($200). 
However, should the price exceed this amount, kindly no~fy ~E before the request is 
processed, so that PCRM may decide whether to pay the aflditio. al fees or, instead, to 
appeal for a red'Qction. I. 

As provided forin 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i) and 7 <j;.F.R § 1.7, PCRMawaits a 
response within 20 working days. In keeping with the pres$Ipti n of disclosure and the 

I 
! The White House, President Barack Obama. Memorandum ofJanuary ~1, 20 ,9-Freedom ofInformation 
Act. 	74 Fed, Reg. 4681 (Jan. 26,2009). ! 
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agency's obligation to Hact promptly and in a spirit of cooper.!atio ,,,3 peRM asks that a 
specific reason be given with respect to any document that is !not p oduced in accordance 

I 

with this request. In particular, please indicate whether it is claim d that the records (a) 
do not exist in the fonn requested; (b) have never existed; (c)ihave een destroyed; or (d) 
are exempt from disclosure under a specifically identified provi ion of FOIA. If it is 
asserted that USDA retains information relevant to this requtst in a fonn different from 
that sought here, please advise as to the fonn in which the info ation is retained such 
that PCRM can refine this request. If further infonnation ~s n essary, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at the above number. I 

I 
I: 

Sincerely, I 

I 
~~ 
Noah Gittell I 
Research and Educati n Programs 
Coor~i.nator I, . 
PhYSlClans COII1Iflttee for Responsible 
Medicine I 
5100 Wisconsin ,f\ve, W, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
(p) 202.527.7334 ( 202.527.7434 
.ngittell@pcnn.o~g 

I 
3 The White House, President Barack Obama. Memorandum ofJanuary 200r-Freedom oflriformation 
Act. 74 Fed. Reg. 4681 (Jan. 26, 2009). 
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To: Lila Kanovsky 


From: Tonya Woods 


I 
Date: December 7, 2010 ! 

~ , 

I 
! 
i 

i 
I called to get a clarification from the requester. He is lookihg for any detailed narratives that the 

I 
inspector would write about concerning the individual insp~ction, if any. You all will have to canvass 

. the inspectors as well as the official facility file. He is not lopking for the inspection report. 
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