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2.40 (b) (2) DIRECT NCI 

ATTENDING VETERINARIAN AND ADEQUATE VETERINARY CARE (DEALF:RS AND EXHIBITORS). 

(b) Each dealer or exhibitor shall establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that include: (2) The 
use of appropriate methods to prevent, control, diagnose, and treat diseases and injuries, and the availability of 
emergency, weekend, and holiday care; 

Two vials of expired anesthetic drugs were present at the facility: medetomidine 20 mg/ml (EXP 11/2008) and 
ketamine 200 mg/ml (EXP 12/2008). A vial of "Yobine", an injectable anesthetic reversal agent, expired June 2009. 
Expired medications may not work as expected and could harm the animals. As part of the facility's program of 
adequate veterinary care, the licensee must ensure that all medications used for the animals are not expired. 

A leopard was given a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drug for a period of time that exceeds the generally accepted 
duration of treatment for this drug in this species. The leopard died after nine days of treatment. Veterinary medical 
records indicated that the differential diagnoses were "renal disease/failure (toxic insult), gastritis," and on necropsy 
the animal had "gastric mucosal erosions and hemorrhagic mucosae." The histopathology report indicated that the 
animal had renal medullary necrosis and that "this lesion usually is associated with administration of nonsteroidal 
antiinflammatory drugs." The licensee must ensure that the facility maintains an adequate program of veterinary care 
that includes the use of appropriate methods to prevent, control, diagnose, and treat diseases and injuries, 

TO BE CORRECTED at all times subsequent to August 14, 2009 

2.40 (b) (3) 

ATTENDING VETF.RINARIAN AND ADEQUATE VETERINARY CARE (DEALERS AND EXHIBITORS). 

(b) Each dealer or exhibitor shall establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that include: (3) Daily 
observation of all animals to assess their health and well-being; Provided, however, That daily observation of animals 
may be accomplished by someone other than the attending veterinarian; and Provided, further, That a mechanism of 
direct and frequent communication is required so that timely and 
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accurate information on problems of animal health, behavior, and well-being is conveyed to the attending 
veterinarian; 
***** 

KZIEGERER 

-Veterinary medical records indicate that a tamandua was emaciated at the time of his death. Keeper records for the 
2.5 months previous to this date do not include any notations indicating that the keeper staff recognized any changes 
in the animal's body condition, health, or behavior. The last weight documented by the facility was approximately 6 
months prior to the animal's death. 
-A facility representative indicated that keepers are sometimes unable to locate animals within a large multi-species 
exhibit for an extended period of time. 
Effective daily observation is required in order to ensure that timely and accurate information concerning the health, 
behavior, and well-being of the animals is conveyed to the attending veterinarian. As part of the facility's program of 
adequate veterinary care, the licensee must ensure that all animals are observed on a daily basis. 
*** 
TO BE CORRECTED at all times subsequent to August 14, 2009 

2.131 DIRECT NCI 

HANDLING OF ANIMALS. 

(e) When climatic conditions present a threat to an animal's health or well-being, appropriate measures must be taken 
to alleviate the impact of those conditions. An animal may never be subjected to any combination of temperature, 
humidity, and time that is detrimental to the animal's health or well-being, taking into consideration such factors as the 
animal's age, species, breed, overall health status, and acclimation. 
***** 
Veterinary medical records concerning an adult hippopotamus state "keeper reported that she was circling in the 
indoor pool, disoriented, head-pressing beneath the ramp. When the staff called her, she was ataxic, and ran into the 
wall. Then she became stemally recumbent in the comer of the pool. .. Pool was being drained. Remaining pool water 
temperature was 108 F." The records indicate that the animal's rectal body temperature was measured at 105.3, 
106.5 and 106.4 degrees F. Despite administration of veterinary care, the animal died later that day after continuing 
ataxia and seizures. The keepers do not routinely monitor the temperature of the pool. The licensee must ensure that 
animals are never subjected to any combination of temperature, humidity, and time that is detrimental to the animal's 
health or well-being. 
**" 
TO BE CORRECTED at all times subsequent to August 14, 2009 

3.75 (f) 

HOUSING FACILITIES, GENERAL. 

(f) Drainage and waste disposal. Housing facility operators must provide for regular and frequent collection, removal, 
and disposal of animal and food wastes, bedding, dead animals, debris, garbage, water, and any other fluids and 
wastes, ih a manner that minimizes contamination and disease risk. Housing facilities must be equipped with disposal 
facilities and drainage systems that are constructed and operated so that animal wastes and water are rapidly 
eliminated and the animals stay dry. Disposal and 
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drainage systems must minimize vermin and pest infestation, insects, odors, and disease hazards. All drains must be 
properly constructed, installed, and maintained. If closed drainage systems are used, they must be equipped with 
traps and prevent the backflow of gases and the backup of sewage onto the floor. If the facility uses sump ponds, 
settlement ponds, or other similar systems for drainage and animal waste disposal, the system must be located far 
enough away from the animal area of the housing facility to prevent odors, diseases, insects, pests, and vermin 
infestation. If drip or constant flow watering devices are used to provide water to the animals, excess water must be 
rapidly drained out of the animal areas by gutters or pipes so that the animals stay dry. Standing puddles of water in 
animal areas must be mopped up or drained so that the animals remain dry. Trash containers in housing facilities and 
in food storage and food preparation areas must be leakproof and must have tightly fitted lids on them at all times. 
Dead animals, animal parts, and animal waste must not be kept in food storage or food preparation areas, food 
freezers, food refrigerators, and animal areas. 
***** 
In the TRF food storage and preparation area used for nonhuman primates and other animals, a trashcan containing 
waste material was uncovered. Small flying insects were observed in and around the trashcan. Open containers of 
waste materials can create odors and attract insects that could contaminate the food. The licensee must ensure that 
all trash containers in housing facilities and food storage/preparation areas are leakproof and have tightly fitted lids on 
them at all times. 
**. 
TO BE CORRECTED BY: August 17, 2009 

3.84 (d) 

CLEANING, SANITIZATION, HOUSEKEEPING, AND PEST CONTROL. 

(d) Pest control. An effective program for control of insects, external parasites affecting nonhuman primates, and 
birds and mammals that are pests, must be established and maintained so as to promote the health and well-being of 
the animals and reduce contamination by pests in animal areas. 
****1r 

In an enclosure housing 2 tamarins, excessive rodent activity was noted. Inspectors observed mice entering and 
exiting burrows on the ground of the enclosure and climbing on branches placed in the enclosure as perches. 
Rodents can transmit diseases to the animals and contaminate the animal areas and feed. The licensee must 
establish and maintain an effective program for the control of rodents, insects, birds, and mammalian pests. 

TO BE CORRECTED BY: September 15, 2009 

3.125 (a) DIRECT NCI 

FACILITIES, GENERAL. 

(a) Structural strength. The facility must be constructed of such material and of such strength as appropriate for the 
animals involved. The indoor and outdoor housing facilities shall be structurally sound and shall be maintained in 
good repair to protect the animals from injury and to contain the animals. 

Keeper notes concerning a 17 day old lion cub stated: "I observed one of the cubs up on the shelf in unit 1." The adult 
lion "jumped up onto the shelf a couple of times but didn't bring the cub down. It eventually went over the edge, 
landed on a pile of straw on its back". The shelf was between 3 feet 1 inch and 3 feet 
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6 inches off the enclosure fioor, which was constructed of concrete and covered with straw. The cub was found dead 
later that afternoon. Histopathology results showed that the cub's "left kidney had a locally extensive area of acute 
hemorrhage, likely secondary to the faiL" All enclosures for animals must protect the animals from injuries. The 
licensee must ensure that all enclosures protect the animals from injuries at all times. 

TO BE CORRECTED at all times subsequent to August 14, 2009 

3.129 (a) 

FEEDING. 

(a) The food shall be wholesome, palatable. and free from contamination and of sufficient quantity and nutritive value 
to maintain all animals in good health. The diet shall be prepared with consideration for the age, species, condition, 
size, and type of the animal. Animals shall be fed at least once a day except as dictated by hibernation, veterinary 
treatment, normal fasts, or other professionally accepted practices. 
***** 
At least two expired food items were observed in animal food preparation areas: 1 can of chunk light tuna (expiration 
date Nov 10.2008) and 1 jar of grape jelly (use by 01/12/07). Expired food items may no longer be wholesome and 
palatable and may become contaminated. The licensee must ensure that all food items are within date, wholesome, 
palatable, and free from contamination at all times. 

TO BE CORRECTED BY: August 17, 2009 

3.131 (d) 

SANITATION. 

(d) Pest control. A safe and effective program for the control of insects, ectoparasites, and avian and mammalian 
pests shall be established and maintained. 
***** 
Inspectors observed excessive pest activity in several locations: In an enclosure housing 1 tamandua. inspectors 
observed mice entering and exiting burrows on the ground of the enclosure and climbing on branches placed in the 
enclosure as perches. In an enclosure housing a Southern three-banded armadillo, an excessive amount of flies were 
observed on the log shelter structure, on the food dish, and on the feed. In an enclosure housing two chevrotains, 
mice were observed entering and exiting burrows on the ground within the enclosure and on and around the food 
dish. In an enclosure housing 2 African crested porcupines, mice were observed entering and exiting burrows within 
the mulch substrate on the enclosure floor. Rodents and flies can transmit diseases to the animals and contaminate 
the animal areas and feed. The licensee must establish and maintain an effective program for the control of rodents, 
insects, birds, and mammalian pests. 

TO BE CORRECTED BY: September 15, 2009 
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Animals housed in the same primary enclosure must be compatible. Animals shall not be housed near animals that 
interfere with their health or cause them discomfort. 
*.,,*** 

Two sloths were housed in a multi-species exhibit with prehensile-tailed porcupines. One sloth was quilled by a 
porcupine on one occasion and the other sloth was quilled by a porcupine on 4 occasions prior to the facility 
separating the animals. Animals must not be housed with any animals that cause them discomfort or interfere with 
their health. The licensee must ensure that all animals housed in the same primary enclosure are compatible and that 
animals are not housed near other animals that interfere with their health or cause them discomfort. 

TO BE CORRECTED at all times subsequent to August 14, 2009 

This routine inspection was conducted by Katheryn Ziegerer, VMO, Michael Tygart, VMO, and facility representatives 
on August 12-13, 2009. An exit conference was conducted on August 14, 2009. 

Prepared By: 

Date: 

Title: Aug-13-2009 

Received By: 

Date: 

Title: ZOO DI RECTOR Aug-14-2009 

Page 5 of 5 

b U( 1 : .... '//100 I ~ l.; J. / _ J J,.' 

(b)(6), (b)(7)c



Rceion: • 
SUlie: • 

Cust No 

4087 

Cert No 

48-C-0003 

us DA Unit()d St;:r.os Dalmrtmc't ot A(l,icultu-. 
~ FE Animal and Plant Health Inspection SErvice 

Site 

001 

Site Name 
County Name 

City OfTopcka - Zoo 
Shawnee County 

Count of Animals Inspected at Last Inspection 

Customer Type: • 
Inspection Dalcs from: 0 I-Scp-200G - 31-Dcc-2009 

Inspection Date 

25-Apr-2007 

27-May-2008 

12-Aug-2009 

Specie 

Animals Inspected - None 
Bear 
Canid - Small 
Elephant 
Farm Animal - Other 
Farm Animal - Pig 
Farm Animal - Sheep 
Felid - Large 
Felid - Small 
Guinea Pig 
Non-Human Primates - Group 3 
Non-Human Primates - Group 6 
Pocket Pet 
Rabbit 
Wild Ex.otic Hoofed Animal 
Wild Exotic Other Animal 
Bear 
Farm Animal - Other 
Farm Animal - Pig 
Farm Animal - Sheep 
F elid - Large 
relid - Small 
Non-Human Primates - Group I 
Non-Human Primates - Group 2 
Non-Human Primates - Group 6 
Pocket Pet 
Rabbit 
Wild Exotic Hoofed Animal 
Wild Exotic Other Animal 
Bear 
Elephant 
Farm Animal - Other 
Farm Animal - Pig 
Farm Animal - Sheep 
Felid - Large 
Felid - Small 
Non-Human Primates - Group I 
Non-Human Primates - Group 2 
Non-Human Primates - Group 6 
Pocket Pet 
Rabbit 

Customcr: 4087 

Sensitive But Unclassified/Sensitive Security Information - Disseminate on a Need-To-Know Basis Only 

17 September 2009 
Page I on 

Animal Inventory 
Count 

2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
I 
3 
7 
3 
I 
2 
7 

10 
3 

14 
17 
2 
3 
I 
3 
9 
3 
2 
2 
7 
8 
3 

\I 
27 
4 
2 
3 
I 
2 
7 
4 
2 

7 
14 

I 



Region: '" 
Slale: • 

CUS! No Ccrt No 

US DA Unhoc 5''''0' Oooartme"' 01 Agr;ooll\l'. =--w Animal and Planl Health Inspection SErvice 

Site Site Name 
County Name 

Count of Animals Inspected at Last Inspection 

Customer Type: • 
Inspcclion Dates from: 0 I-Sep-2006 - 31-Dee-2009 

Inspection Date Specie 

Wild Exotic Hoofed Animal 
Wild Exotic Other Animal 

Customer: 4087 

17 September 2009 
Page 2 of2 

Animallnveotory 
Count 

8 
32 

Site Total: 249 
Certificate Total: 249 
Customer Total: 249 

Report Total: 249 

Sensitive But Unclassified/Sensitive Security Information - Disseminate on a Need-To-Know Basis Only 



CITY OF TOPEKA 
TOPEKA ZOO 

635 S W GAGE BLVD 
TOPEKA, KS 66606 2079 

2.131 (c X 1 ) 

HANDLING OF ANIMALS. 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 

, ~ 

~NSPECTIONREPORT) 
~ J 

Customer ID: 4087 

Certificate: 48-C-0003 

Site: 001 

4087 cusUd 

338093 insp_id 

3459 site_id 

CITY OF TOPEKA - ZOO 

Inspection 
Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION 

Date: MAY-27-2008 

(c)(1) During public exhibition, any animal must be handled so there is minimal risk of harm to the animal and to the public, 
with sufficient distance and/or barriers between the animal and the general viewing public so as to assure the safety of 
animals and the public. 

The public barr'ier at an enclosure housing two tamarins and a tamandua does not provide sufficient separation between the 
public and the animals. The distance between the public area was less than arm's length in some locations, making it 
possible for' people to contact animals on through the wire mesh enclosure wall. Animals were observed hanging on to the 
enclosure wall durir'lg the inspection. During public exhibition, sufficient distance and/or barriers must be present between 
the animals and the public to assure the safety of the animals and the public. Licensee must ensure that sufficient distance 
and/or public barriers are maintained between the animals and the general viewing public at all times. 

To be corrected by June 18, 2008 

This inspection was conducted with Katheryn Ziegerer, VMO, Tanya Tims, SACS, Stephanie Osborne, ACL and zoo staff on 
May 27, 2008. 

An exit conference was conducted on May 28, 2008. 
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CITY OF TOPEKA - ZOO 

Inspection 
Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION 

Date: APR-25-2007 

ATTENDING VETERINARIAN AND ADEQUATE VETERINARY CARE (DEALERS AND EXHIBITORS). 

(2) The use oi appropriate methods to prevent, control, diagnose, and treat diseases and injuries, and the availability of 
emergency, weekend, and holiday care; 

One of the giraffes is missing half of her right front hoof due to previous trauma. The other half of the hoof does not wear 
normally and requires regular trimming. The facility is currently under construction and the giraffe restraint was unavailable. 
In the meantime, this part of the hoof has become overgrown and is curling inward and upward. The giraffe is still bearing 
weight on this leg but the lower joint bends inward due to the improper alignment caused by this overgrown hoof. This curl of 
the extra hoof is a couple inches long and could potentially cause injury if it became caught on items in the enclosure or 
caused her to stumble. This hoof maintenance is part of basic and necessary husbandry for this animal. Provisions to 
perform this procedure should have been addressed prior to the construction project so not to leave the staff with no 
appropriate faCilities to treat her hoof condition. At this point, there will not be a restraint available for at least another 60 
days. This must be corrected as soon as an appropriate restraint is available. 

3.129 ( b ) 

FEEDING. 

(b) Food, and food receptacles, if used, shall be sufficient in quantity and located so as to be accessible to all animals in the 
enclosure and shall be placed so as to minimize contamination. Food receptacles shall be kept clean and sanitary at all 
times. If self-feeders are used, adequate measures shall be taken to prevent molding, contamination, and deterioration or 
caking of food. 

In the Jungle Cat building, there are feeder chutes attached to the big cat enclosures. At the bottom of the chute, there is a 
small gap between the feeder and the enclosure. The inspectors observed small pieces of raw meat trapped in this space 
in all the feeders. Raw meat sitting in this location has high potential to become contaminated and therefore contaminate the 
animals' feed as it goes through the feed chute. The food receptacles must be kept clean and free of any left over bits of food. 
To be corrected by April 26, 2007. 

3.131 (d) 

SANITATION. 

(d) Pest control. A safe and effective program for the control of insects, ectoparasites, and avian and mammalian pests shall 
be established and maintained. 
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In the walkway behind the porcupine and lemur enclosures (in the A&M building), there was evidence of rodent activity due to 
the excessive rodent feces seen along the hallway and also in the kitchen area on the flool' and countertop. There were a few 
traps present, but the snap traps were not set or baited. The current pest control plan for this area is insufficient and a more 
effective program must be established and utilized to reduce the rodent populalion and protect the health and wellbeing of 
the animals. To be corrected by May 1, 2007. 

This inspection was conducted by Dr. Jami Niemann, VMO; Jennifer Schmitz, ACI; and facility staff. 
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3.125 ( a ) 
FACILITIES, GENERAL. 

Customer rD: 4087 

Certificate: 48-C-0003 

Site: 001 

CITY OF TOPEKA - ZOO 

Inspection 
Type: ROUTINE INSPECTION 

Date: AUG-22-2006 

3.125(a) Structural strength. The facility must be constructed of such material and of such strength as appropriate for the 
animals involved. The indoor and outdoor housing facilities shall be structurally sound and shall be maintained in good 
repair. 

* The concrete flooring on the landing of the indoor hippo exhibit was cracked and areas were eroded to the point that the 
gravel base was exposed and thus is not in good repair. The licensee must repair or replace all areas of eroded and 
cracked concrete and maintain them in good repair. 

To be corrected by: 10-22-06. 

3.127 

FACILITIES, OUTDOOR. 

3.127(a)Shelter from sunlight. When sunlight is likely to cause overheating or discomfort of the animals, sufficient shade by 
natural or artificial means shall be provided to allow all animals kept outdoors to protect themselves from direct sunlight. 

* The outdoor hippo area lacks sufficient shade from direct sunlight for the 2 hippos enclosed therein during the afternoon. 
Although the animals are allowed access to a covered, indoor cE?ment-floored stall during this time, the stall lacks sufficient 
air movement and does not allow the hippos access to the outdoor exhibit pool. which is the preferred daytime environment 
for this semi-aquatic species. These conditions could cause discomfort or overheating for the animals. The licensee must 
provide sufficient shade by natural or artificial means to allow all animals kept outdoors to protect themselves from direct 
sunlight an? prevent overheating or discomfort. 

To be corrected by: 11-22-06. 

3.128 

SPACE REQUIREMENTS. 

3.128 Space requirements 
Enclosures shall be constructed and maintained so as to provide sufficient space to allow each animal to make normal 
postural and social adjustments with adequate freedom of movement. Inadequate space may be indicated by evidence of 
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* The leopard enclosure did not contain adequate vertical surfaces to allow for species-typical postures, social adjustments, 
behaviors, and movements. Arboreal felines such as the leopard normally engage in occasional vertical postures and their 
enclosures should include climbing and perching structures such as live, dead or artificial trees or other vertical elements 
that provide sufficient vertical space to accommodate these postures. The licensee must provide adequate, appropriate 
space and surfaces to the animals to allow each animal to make normal postural and social adjustments. 

To be corrected by: 11-22-06. 
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In re: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

Topeka Zoological Park, 

Respondent. 

) 
) 
) 
} 
) 

AWA Docket No. 98-0041 

CONSENT DECISION AND ORDER 

K sqrool 

This prccaeding waS instituted under the Animal Weifare Act, as amended (7 

U.S.C. 2131 at seq.), by a complaint filed by the Administrator, Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service, United States Department of Agriculture, alleging that the 

respondent violated the Act and the regulations issued pursuant to the Act (9 C.F.R. 

1.1 et seq.). This decision is entered pursuant to the consent decision provisions of the 

Rules of Practice applicable to this proceeding (7 C.F.R. 1.138). 

The respondent admits the jurisdictional allegations in paragraph 1 of the 

complaint and specifically admits that the Secretary has jurisdiction in this matter, 

neither admits nor denies the remaining allegations, waives oral hearing and further 

procedure, and consents and agrees, for the purpose of settling this proceeding and for 

such purpose only, to the entry of this decision. 

The complainant agrees to the entry of this decision. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

A. The Topeka Zoological Park, hereinafter referred to as respondent, is a 

division of the Department of Parks and Recreation of the City of Topeka, 

1 

cc: 
1ES, Ft. Worth, TX ~ 
AC, Ft. Worth, TX ~ 
AC, Riverdale, MD 
LPA, Riverdale, MD 
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Kansas, and its mailing address is 635 SW Gage Boulevard, Topeka, 

Kansas 66606-2066. 

B. The respondent, at all times material hereto, was licensed and operating 

as an exhibitor as defined in the Act and the regulations. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The respondent having admitted the jurisdictional facts and the parties having 

agreed to the entry of this decision, such decision will be entered. 

ORDER 

P.03 

The respondent shall retain one or more consultants wnh recognized expertise in 

zoo management, approved by the Central Region, Animal Care, APHIS, for the 

purpose of reviewing and evaluating the facilities and operations of the zoo, induding 

staffing levels and training and continuing education programs. The respondent shall 

consider the recommendations of the consultant(s) together with its own evaluation and, . 

in consultation with the Central Region, Animal Care, APHIS, shall develop a quality 

and compliance assurance program for the zoo. The respondent shall commit to the 

expenditure of not less than $25,000 for the development and implementation of the 

quality and compliance assurance program within a year and shall provide such 

documentation as may be requested by APHIS. 

The provisions of this order shall become effective on the first day aftar service of 

this decision on the respondent. 

2 
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Capies of this decision shall be served upon the parties. 

c:!~}K~,~~ 
arol~ onebrake 

Attorney for Respondent 

~~46:~.:::4 _ 
Robert A. rtman -. 
Attorney for Complainant 

Done at Washington, D.C. this '3 Alday of /cI~ 11998. 

Administrative Law Judge 
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