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03/15/2010 01:04 AM

To Whom It May Concern:

As a doctoral student at Columbia University, | submit the foliowing FOIA request to the United States
Department of Agriculture. | request all communication, memos, press releases, meeting notes, scientific
research proposals, scientific research notes, and interdepartmental communications regarding the
Department’s investigations of and research into HIV and AIDS beginning in the 1980s through 2010.
Please note that prior to 1882, the term "AIDS” was not used. Instead, researchers discussed either
‘GRID” (Gay Related immune Deficiency) or more general immune dysfunction, including Kaposi's
Sarcoma and Pneumocystis pneumona infection. The term "HTLV” (Human T-lymphotropic virus) was
also sometimes used in discussions in place of HIV through 1986. Please extend your retrieval of
documents to include discussions of these topics/terms for the early- to mid-1980s.

his search as a whole should include the aforementioned documents for, (i) actual empirical and applied
research conducted in United States Department of Agriculture facilities, (i) proposals for research
(whether conducted or not), (iii) internal discussions and responses to calls from members of the public for
HIV or AIDS related research, and (iv} interactions with the public in response to public calls for HIV or
AIDS related research.

| “This search should include (but should not be limited to) the aforementioned document categories as they
relate to the Department of Agriculture’'s work with African Swine Flu in the Plum Island Animal Disease
Center in New York and elsewhere. It should also include research involving other pathogens, viruses,
acteria and agents the Department investigated in the context of HIV and/or AIDS.

For the purpose of prioritizing this research, | request that the search begin with earlier documents (i.e.
documents dated from the 1980s). Please continue to conduct research until $100 of fees have been
accrued, at which point | request that someone contact me first via email and then via phone to authorize
additional funds. | am happy to respond to clarifying questions as well.

~ Matthew Kelly
MDK2121@columbia.edu
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