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09 APR 2009 SC SUBMITTED TO AREA MANAGER FOR REVIEW.
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»r Address Information
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HWY 17N #316 Phone: 843-293-3067 Fax:
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BACKGROUND

Subject(s) Information

ANTLE is the owner of TLGER.S. ANTLE has held a USDA APHIS Animal Care
license for numerous years. ANTLE stated that he has used numerous animals in
photos, films and movies over the years. In additionto a facility at Surfside Beach,
South Carolina, he has a facility at Barefoot Landing in North Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina, a facility in Miami, Florida and during the summer a location in Boston.
Massachusetts. ANTLE owns numerous wild exotic animals and nonhuman primates.

Subject(s) Previous History

Prior Enforcement Actions
N/A

Prior Adjudications
N/A
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NARRATIVE

Basis for Investigation

This investigation was requested by Animal Care Eastern Regional Director, Dr.
Elizabeth Goldentyer due to complaints about the general public having contact with
dangerous animals at TLG.ER.S. (Exhibit 1).

Investigative Findings

Bhagavan Antle (ANTLE) does hold a USDA APHIS Animal Care Class C License. This
license number is 56-C-0116 and expires August 13, 2009 (Exhibit 2). APHIS Form
7003, Application for License Renewal was submitted by Bhagavan Antle (ANTLE) on
July 4, 2008 (Exhibit 3). During the first week of November 2008, a video production
was made at T.1.G.ER.S. facility in Surfside Beach, South Carolina. This video
production included a correspondent/reporter PN (advertised as a New
York-based correspondent for the newsmagazine Inside Edition). It also involved several
members of the staff of T.1.G.ER.S. ANTLE said this production demonstrated how his
staff interacts and swims with juvenile tigers (Exhibit 4). This video production was not
produced during a schedule performance. The video production from November 2008
did not suggest or imply that the general public could swim or intermingle with the tigers.
TILGER.S. offers special tours (cailed Wild Encounters Tours) that include watching
some of T.1.GER.S. staff swim with tigers during schedule performances. The show for
the paying public does not allow the public to swim with the tigers nor engage with the
large cats. I found no indications or suggestion that TL.GER.S. was allowing the general
public to swim with the tigers.

There is insufficient evidence to prove the following alleged violation:

3 CFR 2.131(c)(1) Handling

During public exhibition, any animal must be handled so there is minimal risk of
harm to the animal and to the public, with sufficient distance and/or barriers between
the animal and the general viewing public so as to assure the safety of animals and the
public.
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MITIGATING AND/OR AGGRAVATING FACTORS

ANTLE does not dispute that this event took place and was filmed around the first week
nf Navemher 2008 (ANTLE did not remember the exact date). ANTLE contends that

(0)(6), (b)(7)c working in the capacity as a news correspondent is not part of the
general public.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
LexisNexis report on ANTLE (Exhibit 12). Physical address is 851 Folly Ranch Lane,
Surfside Beach, South Carolina, 29575. Photos provide by ANTLE that he said were taken
the first week of November during production video (Exhibits 5&6). Information provided
by ANTLE about “Inside Edition” Corresponden(E_._____.__.Xhibit 7). Copy of
CD showing this event (Exhibit 8). Copy of complaints to Animal Lare (Exhibit 9.10,11)

Page S of 8

10-092. 000005




SC09007-AC

WITNESS LIST

USDA, APHIS, IES

Senior Investigator

920 Main Campus Drive, Suite 200
Raleigh. NC 27606

4/07/09
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CASE REPORT DISTRIBUTION (CC)

Program Official:

Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer

USDA, APHIS, AC, Regional Director
Raleigh, NC

CASE UPDATES

Program Official:
Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer

Primary Investigator:

USDA, APHIS, IES Investigator, NC

Others:
John Kinsella
USDA, APHIS, IES Regional Director, Eastern Region

Willie Harris
USDA, APHIS, IES Deputy Regional Director, Eastern Region

Herbert Jordan
USDA, APHIS, IES Southeast Area Manager
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EXHIBIT

Exhibit 1

Exhibit 2

Exhibit 3

Exhibit 4

Exhibit 5

Exhibit 6

Exhibit 7

Exhibit 8
Exhibit 9
Exhibit 10
Exhibit 11
Exhibit 12

EXHIBIT LIST

DESCRIPTION

Letter from Dr. Goldentyer requesting
investigation of license number 56-C-01 16
APHIS Form 7003, Copy of Application for
License Renewal for 56-C-0116, dated 7/4/2008
APHIS Form 7007, Copy of Class C License
expiration date: August 13, 2009

APHIS Form 7162, Affidavit of Owner
Bhagavan Antle

Photo provided by ANTLE of one of his staff (in
front) and the correspondent (in back) with a
juvenile tiger.

Photo provided by ANTLE with his staff and
film crew (correspondent behind Antle)

Bio of “Inside Edition” Corresponden
from internet site.

Copy of CD showing swim with tiger
E-mail complaint from (b)(6), (b)(7)c
Letter with complaint from
Letter with complaint from
LexisNexis Report on ANTLE

DATE

12-11-08

07-04-08

N/A

01-13-09

11-4?2-08

11-47-08

01-13-08

unknown
No date
11-19-08
11-20-08
N/A

4/07/09

TOTAL
PAGES

O\ et et ek ot
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USDA
USDA

Date: _ December 11, 2008

SUBJECT: Request for Investigation of Alleged Viclations

United States Regarding the AWA, Regulations and/or Standards

Department of

Agriculture

Markefine and TO: John Kinsella, Regional Director
Re‘;ul:tt':rgy“" Investigative and Enforcement Services
Programs Eastern Region

Animal and Plant . .

Health Inspection FROM: Ehngeth Gpldentyer, DVM

Services Regional Director

Eastern Region-Animal Care
Animal Care

920 Main Campus Drive RE: Customer # 9276
Suite 200 License/Registration No: 56-C-0116
Raleigh, NC 27606 Antle Bhagavan v
TIG.ER.S.
Tel No. 919-855-7100 PO Box 31210
Fax No. 919-855-7123 Myrtle Beach, SC 29588

Previous enforcement actions
e None
Supportive documents enclosed: 7\“",\
¢ Email page from Josephine to Bob showing the web addrf,ss of V&AJ’ .
swimming tigers on Inside Editions Internet Site oJ W
Application for License Renewal dated 4Jul08, with certificate
Animal Welfare Complaint E09-032 dated 26Nov08
Animal Welfare Complaint 08-057 dated 11Dec07
Email from Betty Goldentyer to Ellen Magid dated 17Apr08
US District Court Summon in a Civil Action, Case Number 4:06-CV-
1008-TLW dated 30Mar06
e Letter to William Stuart Duncan from Elizabeth Goldentyer dated
7Apr06
e Animal Welfare Complaint 06-054 dated 19Dec05
e TFax from Senator William C Mescher’s Office to Animal Care dated
16Dec05
Fax from APHIS Office of LPA dated 19Dec08
Letter from Senator William C Mescher’s Office to James Ivy dated
16Dec05

Letter from ({68 Ol dated 1Dec05
Letter from (b)(G), (b)(7)C 0O ! (b)(6),b)(7)c 1ated 23Mar06

¥

pimal
< ‘Tg”*ure

i Animal Care is a part of the Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
10-092. 000009




e Letter from Duncan, Crosby & Maring, LLC to Ellen Magid dated

17Mar06

Letter from Ellen Magid to Bhagavan Antle dated 8Feb06

Letter from Elizabeth Goldentyer to John Frampton dated 17Jan06

Letter from John Framton to Elizabeth Goldentyer dated 21Dec05

Letter from Senator William C Mescher’s Office to John Frampton

dated 16Dec05 ’

e Inspection Report dated 5May08, 22Apr08, 21Apr08, 13Dec07,
13Jun07, 13Jun07, 9Apr07, 21Mar06, 3Mar06, 21Dec05

o @ o o

Comments:

The field inspector to contact is Dr. Lisa MacElderry, (240)461-9149
The SACS to contact is Dr. Ellen Magid, (240)461-7876

Please notify Jeremy Wood of the case number as soon as it is assigned.

cc: L. MacElderry, ACI
E. Magid, SACS
B. Goldentyer, RD
SC (9276#) 56-C-0116

O zmal GOVERNMENT
A
e . EXHIBIT

“. - Animal Care is a part of the Départment of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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U.S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE

APPLICATION FOR LICENSE
(TYPE OR PRINT)

LICENSE RENEWAL

1. NAME(S) OF LICENSEE(S} AND MAILING ADDRESS

Bhagavan Antle

Po Box 31210
Myrtle Beach, SC 29588

Telephone: (843)254-7507

e’

FORM APPROVED OMB NO. 0579-0038

S Eoraliah Y

0 NOT USE THIS SPACE - OFFICIAL USE ONLY
SEND THE COMPLETED FORMTO: 520 Main Campus Drive Suite 200, Unit
3040

142008

Raleigh, NC 27806
Tetephone: (819) 855-7101

CERT: 56-C-0116
CUST: 9276

2. ALL BUSINESS {Site) LOCATIONS HOUSING ANIMALS; INCLUDE
DIRECTIONS TO EACH LOCATION (P.O. Box not acceptable)}

851 Folly Ranch Lane (gOQO f,g/ i1 A AV
gﬁ;e mm, SC 20575 Puars 33743
Teleohone:

(843)293-3067

3. LIST PERSONS 18 YEARS OF AGE OR CLDER AUTHORIZED TO CONDUCT

BUSINESS. RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL SIGHING BLOCK 10 SHOULD BE LISTED

IN THIS BLOCYC =

=7

PORBRSEEEg

(b)(6), (b)(7)c

_—

4. (A) PREVIOUS USDA LICENSE NUMBER (if any)
SC-C-56-C-01¢

{B) ACTIVE USDA ICATE NUMBER IN WHICH YOU HAVE AN INTEREST:

5. TYPE OF LICENSE
[ classA-Breeder [} Class B-Dealer [X] Class C - Exhibitor

6. DATE OF LAé'r 42-MONTH BUSINESS YEAR (CALENDAR OR FISCAL) 7.TYPE OF ORGANIZATION
FROM 10
Individual T corporation [] Pastnership
1 2 8
4-AUG-2007 14-AUG-200 ] Oter (Spec
3. DEALERS ONLY, Ciass A of Class B licensees must complete this Block. | 9. CLASS G EXHIBITORS ONLY. {Rumber of animals hoiding now or held during
(Class C Exhibitors go fo Biock 9} the last business year, whichever is greater.)
CLASS A (BREEDER) - LINE ‘D' = 172 OF LINE'C’ MAN RODENTS
GLASS B (DEALER) - LINE D' = LINE 'C’ LEES THE AMOUNT PAID FOR THE ANIMAL(S DOGS N:;mﬁs a’l 3 (Do notindude
(Sectiona 2.6) / iab rats of mice)

A TOTAL NO. OF ANIMALS PURCHASED CATS MARINE WILD/EXOTIC ¥i

IN THE LAST BUSINESS YEAR - .o ANIMALS HOOFSTOCK
B. TOTAL NO. OF ANIMALS SOLD n FARM

IN THE LAST BUSINESS YEAR SUINEA PIGE ANIMALS BEARS 9\
C. TOTAL GROSS DOLLAR AMOUNT DERIVED WILD/EXOTIC WILD/EXOTIC

FROM REGULATED ACTIVITIES (SALES, HAMSTERS CANINES MAMMALS

BOOKING FEES, COMMISSIONS, ETC.) pTUsTED
D. DOLLAR AMOUNT ON WHICH FEE IS BASED RABBIT WILD/EXOTIC TOTAL

(SECTIONS 2.6 AND 2.7) s FELINES S 8 uefth NEE& e ?5

NOT A FOIA DELETION CERTIFICATION

| hereby make application for a ficense UNOGI e Amitiar yeSu=i e 7o 7 U.S.C. 2131 ot seq. | ceriify that the Information provided herein Is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge. lhmbynhowbdgenuiptofamoerﬂfytoﬂnhpﬂofmylmowledﬂol:mlncompﬂamwmlaﬂmommandsmdardsinscFR.

M 7/4/°%
/

12. SOCIAL SECURITY OR TAX

11.PRINT NAME
; IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

ﬁﬁf@fﬂ&ﬁ/

(b)(6), (b)(7)c

——

Page_Lof_L

APHiS FORM 7070 (MAR 85)
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Privacy Act Notice on Reverse - —
AFFIDAVIT

I, Bhagavan Antle, being duly sworn on oath make the following statement:

My address is 851 Folly Ranch Lane, Surfside Beach, SC, 29575, phone number is 843-293-
3067. I am licensed with USDA-APHIS Animal Care as an exhibitor and my license number is
56-C-0116. Concerning the “Inside Edition swimming with tigers” video that has been on the
internet, I make the following statement. I do not allow anyone with the general public to swim
with our tigers. Our staff at TLGER.S. does perform several shows per week during the tourist
season. We use small tigers and young sub adult tigers for this show. Around the first week of
November 2008 we did a production video with a major TV network about our tigers and the
swimming tiger show to be shown on national television. This was strictly a production video
and did not indicate that the public could participate in this type activity. At the time we were
making the video my staff and the camera crews were the only ones present. It was not during a
schedule performance. If T remember correctly there were at least six of my coworkers and
myself within a short distance of this reporter/actress COEOREEE at all times while she
was around the juvenile tigers. Also we did not use any large tigers; we use the small young
tigers, as you can see in the video they are about 100 pounds 6 to 8 months old. The other people
that are seen in this video are people who work at the facility and with the animals on 2 regular
basis. This production was not done in conjunction with one of our routine performances.

The above information is correct to the best of my knowledge. I am providing the above
information to Page Eppele who has identified himself to me as an Investigator with USDA,
APHIS, IES, on my own free will. (6)(©), (b)(7)c

‘ Qe

e

(b)(6), (b)(7)c

GOVERNMENT

?an'
Ll

APHIS FORM 7070 (MAR 95

Subjcri . and swornterbefore me at 851 Folly Kanch Lane,
Suffside Beaeh-SC on this 14th day of January, 2009.

' (b)(6), (b)(7)c
APHIS FORM 7162 Replaces VS Form 3-39G which is obsolete. -
(NOV 92) DESIGRATED PL NL LU/ Uda. 2ot TO

ADMINISTER GATHS, AFMIDAVITS, AND AFFIRMATIONS,
AUTHORITY NC: (GO

10-092. 000013










Inside Edition - Bios 1Lagyv 1 vt i

- PUOTOS  NEWSLETTER - ABOUTIE

Find where 1o wotch!

i
| Select State v

Megan Alexander is a New York-based correspondent for the award-winning newsmagazine
. Inside Edition.

From crime stories to fashion trends, Alexander brings an insightiul eye to the stories she covers
for the newsmagazine's viewers.

Before joining inside Edition in 2007, Alexander was co-host of the daily entertainment show
“Great Day S.A.” in San Antonio, TX. She helped faunch, produce and host the weekly home
improvement show “Mi Casa Makeover,” now in its 10th season.

Alexander also served as Anchor for morning news and traffic reports for KENS-TV in San
Antonio, Texas.

Prior to that, Al der was entertai t host for “Tennessee Momings on Fox 17" where she
defivered entertainment news and special features, While in Nashville, Megan was a H
reporter/host for various local television stations, radio stations and production studios. i

A contributing writer for San Antonio’s NSIDE Business Joumal, Alexander also sits on their
Advisory Board, as well as on the board for GIRLS. INC. She is an active member in the
country music scene and appears in country music artist Josh Tumer's music video “What it
Ain't.” Alexander remains involved in numerous special projects for both film and music. A
vocalist and songwriter, she penned the theme song for the independent movie “Heaven Cent™.

Correspondent

Alexander enjoys speaking to youth and emcees countless events across the country every year
for organizations like the United Way and the Make a Wish Foundation.

Alexander is a Seattle nalive. She received a B.S. in Political Science with an emphasis in
{nternational Relations from Westmont College in Santa Barbara, CA., and served as student
body president of the college.

4
i
H
¥

She currently lives in the New York area.

t

For more information about Megan, visit her web site, www.meganalexander.com
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