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Sent Via Email April 20, 2011

Anna Frostic

The Humane Society of the United States
2100 L Street NW :
Washington, DC 20037

Dear Ms. Frostic:

This is in response to your April 6, 2011, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request

for records regarding the U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) management of threatened and
endangered species in captivity. Your request was received on April 6, 2011, and assigned case number
FOIA 11-390. Specifically, you requested the following:

1. Any internal guidance, formal interpretation, or other records explaining or supporting USDA's
interpretation of the phrase "generally accepted . . . animal husbandry practices” as used in the
definition of "Harass ... when applied to captive wildlife ..." (50 C.F.R. § 17.3).

2. All records reflecting communication between USDA and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
regarding the scope or applicability of the phrase "generally accepted . . . animal husbandry
practices” as used in the definition of "Harass ... when applied to captive wildlife ..."

(50 C.F.R. § 17.3).

3. Any internal guidance, formal interpretation, or other records explaining or supporting USDA's
interpretation of the phrase "normal practices of animal husbandry"” as used in the definition of
"Enhance the propagation or survival" (50 C.F.R. § 17.3).

4.  All records reflecting communication between USDA and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
regarding the scope or applicability of the phrase "normal practices of animal husbandry” as used in
the definition of "Enhance the propagation or survival” (50 C.E.R. § 17.3).

Our search of Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) offices for records failed to identify
any records in our files that would respond to your request. We regret that we are unable to assist you.
Although this does not constitute a denial because no records were found or withheld, you may appeal the
adequacy of our search. If you choose to appeal, your appeal must be in writing and must be received
within 45 days of the date of this letter to: Administrator, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Ag
Box 3401, Washington, DC 20250-3401. Please refer FOIA 11-390, in your appeal letter and add the
words “FOIA Appeal” to the front of the envelope. To assist the Administrator in reviewing your appeal,
provide specific reasons why you believe modification of the determination is warranted.

If you have any questions, please contact the FOIA Staff at (301) 734-8296.
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