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".-,,- Freedom of~I.,forn:-ation Act.Request 
, ~. .< '. 

Tonya'Woods 
FOIA/PA Officer 
USDA Animal & Plant' Health Inspection Service' 
4700 River Roact,. Unit 50 
Riverd,are, MD 29,737-'1232 

'Re:' 'FreecJqmOf~nform'atiO.1A,ct Request for I~tg..mati01rRenll:tfcrl:01=ishand ' 
.Wildlife Services Involvemen~ in Wolf Take' Permits in Eastern Oregon 

Dear Ms. Woods: . ~JUL 222'01'0 ,j .  . 

This request for. documents is made pursq,antto the Freedom of Information. ACt, 5 
U.S.C. §§ 552 et seQ. This, rElquestis made ort behalf of th~ Cascadia' Wildl'andsand ,relates to 
infQrmation abo'ut thetecent participation of Wildlife,Services (WS)'inthe pursuit Qf wolves 
authorized bythe Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW). Cascadia Wildlands is a 
non-profit organization based in Eugene, Oregon devoted to protecting, wolves. Specifically, 
Cas~adia .Wildlands requests: ' .' 

,'. ' 	 ... 

All records conc:erniflgWS'sinvOlverhent'and participation in 'the pursuit of wolves irr' 
Eastern Ore'gon sinGe April t, 2010; . , , 

·2. All recqrdso( correspondence ~etween W,S and _ODFW regarding. the implementation' 
and cqmpliance with Oregon Wolf Conservation and Management Plan since April ,1;' ., . .' , .. ': f " . 

. 2010';, - ' . -.-. - '. .' , ... , ' , "-' - ,. ~, " ' 

3. 	 All records or information concerning the source of the fLlnds usedto'by WS to pursue, . 
. these wolves; ., .' ,. ,".. . 

4. 	 All data estimating the daily and total costs of the pursuit of these wolves, and costs 
of equipr1)ent, crews, or contractors. . '. ' . 

,'This request applies to all responsive documents for which disclosllre is not expressJy 
prohibited by law. If you should seek- to prevent: disclosure of any of the requested records, 
we request that YQu: (i}fdentify each sl.Jch document with particularity '(includlng,titte~ .' 
subject, date, author, r.ecipient,~rid partiescop.ied), O.i)Explain in full the basi~ on which . 
'non-disclosure is sought, and (iH) Provide us with any severable portions of tJ:le records for ~ 
which,you do,not clairn a specific exemption. . ", 

. . Casc~dia Wildlands respectfully request~' that you waive any fees,' including search and . 
duplication costs, wh{ch would otherwise be incurred by this requ'est. The PI~mt,&:Anlmal 

--. I' . , 	 , 
/ 	 . , 
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Health Inspection' Servic,e shou~dnot charge CascadiaWildl~mas for the requested il}formation 
, becaWse "disCioslJre ,:.. is i~ 'the public interest [and] is likely to contribute significantly to , 
public, understanding 'of the operationsor:activities of the government and is 'not primarily ,in 

I the Gommercial interest of the requ~ter~i' 5 U.S.C~ § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii); 7 C.F.R Pt.'!" Subpt. 
A, App. A, Sec. 6. In th~ event that the Plant & Animal Health Inspection Service decides, 
not to wa1ve fees,plea.se'contact ITie BEFb~E incurring any Costs in respOrl$e to thi,s FOIA 
re,quest. " 

, ,Casca,dia Wildlands is entitied to a:fee waiyer because disclosure. of the ,requested 
information satjsfies'all the requirementsset'out in7 C.F.R. Pt.l,SubpLA, App. A, Sec. 

'6(a)(1)(i)-(vi). First, the subject of the request concerns,"the operations or activittes'of the 
governmt:nt.",i c'F.R Pt.l, Subpt. A,'App; A, Sec. 6(a)(i)(i). 'Specific;:allYi the requested 
information' concerns the pperatiorys ,a nd activities'ofWild life ServiCes. I ' ' 

, ' SecQnd, th,e req~est has informative value, and 'is "likely to contribute to 'an 
understanding ofgovernment operations or actiVitie,s.~' '7 .C.F~RPt.l, Subpt. A, App.A; Sec. 
6(a)(1)(ii). Cascadia W'ildlands and the pU,blic haye recently been macle aware of Gngoing 
efforts by Wildlife Services to hunt down and kilrtwo gray woJves in Eastern 'Oregon; an " 

, action authorized by the ODFW. Cascadia Wildlands, n~lmerous othergroups; and the 
general pUQIi,c:has been 'activelyinv,olved in the initial deverop'mE:mt of Oregon's Wolf 
Management Plan and nave a continuing interest in how the plan is carried out, more' ¥ 

, specifically in the exact detatlscoricerning' WS's involvement. ODFW has contributed some 
information on these'p'ermits, but we,have relatively Ifttle informatlonconcerningthe' 
involyement of WS,and how 'WS is funding, its involvement in these wolf hunts. The 
requested'information will contribute to an understandingof'WS's invo'ivement in these "'folf 

,take, petmitsand the legality of that involvemen't. CWP has "expertise regarding the 
,requested information" because our staff, board, ,and me'mbersincludewifdlife biologists, 
'environmental attorneys, and "other re1eVant experts who will review the requested records. 

'. .~. '"' ..... 

. ' Third,- thecHsclosurewill likely contribute sig,nlficantly to the "understanding of the, 
sLlbjectby the .general public.", 7 C.F.R'Pt.l, Subpt. A, App. A, Sec. 6(a)(1)(iii); 7 C.F~R Pt.l, , 
SDbpt. A; APP,'A, 5ec.6(a)(1)(iv). There has, been a swarm of pubilC interest.and comment 
OrY the actions taken in Oregon' regarding wolves, and Cascadia ~WHdlands intends to Use this, 

, information to inform the public of th~ WS's,activities regarding th,e,taking'of these wolves. 
, Cascad~a Wildlands also intends to use the information to encourage ,the public to partiCipate 

in governmental activities and in the planning ,process for the upcoming comm~nt period 
I 1, , " ' '

I surrounding the revis~on of the Oregon WolfCQnservatrol! and Management Plan. Cascadia , 
Wjldlands will disseminate the requested information to our 700 members,and to th,e general: . 
pub-Jic in several ways including by th.e media, on our website, byema'iI,.in our newsletter, ' 
and others. The,CassadiaWildlandsi campaign emails an~ received by more,than 1,600 
p'eople every two weeks; our website is visited by morethan 3,000 people per month; and 
our newsletter is read by more than 600 people every quarter." Because our mission is to , 
edl:.lcate the pubHc about the Cascadia biore'gion and th,e eovironm~ntal threats it faces! the' 

, , 



. pubUc understanding ofthe subject ofthe requested information is . perhaps our primary .goat 

in requesti~9 it." ' . , 


. , FinaHy, the disclosur~ of the requested information "'Is not, prlmartly in' th~ commercial 
, interest of the requestor."; 5 U.S.C. § 552ta)(4)(A}(iii); 7 C.F.R Pt.1, Subpt. A, App. Ai Sec. , 

,6(a){1)(V)-(vi).Cascadia W~ldlands' does not have aninter~st in the requested 'inforrnatiol) 
in"t:commerce, trade, or profIt."" 'McClellan Ecological Seepage Situation v. Carl.ucci, 835 F:.2d . 
128Z, 1285 (9th t::ir. 1987). Cascadia Wildlands intends to use t.he requested. Information, as' , 
stated above, to incr~ase publi~ awa'reness about WS's activities. ' 

As provided by·'FOIA, Cascadla' Wildlands trusts that we shall' receive an initial 
. determination regarding all components of our request within twenty business days of 

receipt. 5 U.S.c. § 552(Cl)(6)(A)(I).IftheAnimal &. Plant. H~alth Inspection Service' . 
refuses 'to grant the request fee w~iver,please contact me befo,re incurring any . 
expense related to thisFOIAreq~est. ' In the event of an adverse response, Cascadia . 
Wildlands reserves the right to appealsuch·a decision. ,If you have any questions regarding. 

, this. request please contact me by email at dkrase@,cascwiJd.org or by phone at (541) 434- ' 
, 1463'~ Thank you for your consideration of this request. ..~", ',. " 

Sincerely, , 

Daniel Kruse, Legal Director' 
Cas'~adia Wildla,nds 
P.O. Box: 10455 

Eugene, OR 97440 
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