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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 

Dear FOIA Manager. 

This is a request under the Freedom ofInfol'luation Act (5 U.S.~. 552) on behalf of 
the Animal Legal Defense Fund (ALDF). My address and telephone number are 
listed below. I AnimalLegal• 

I 	 DefenseFund 
This request is for certified copies of the requested records. Hdwever, if

I 	 . 
duplication will significantly delay your providing us with the documents please 
notify me as soon as possible at the number listed below and wt will consider 
inspecting the records on-site if feasible. ( U IECIEDVIE ~ Ifyou maintain any of the requested records in electronic form please provi 
those records only in that form, preferably on CD-ROM. I 

"" 
Please provide the following information: 

1. 	 Any and all records created between January 1, 2000 t9 the present ttl flt 
reflect, relate, or refer to the food product commonly k1~own as "foie gra~. 
For purposes ofthis request, foie gras shall be understopd to consist of the 
liver ofany watelfowl which is processed or sold as a ~ood product. It 
includes but is not limited to "whole goose foie gras," '1whole duck foie 
gras:' "goose foie gras," "duck foie gras," "block ofdupk foie gras," 
"palfait of goose foie gras:' "pmfait ofduck foie gras/" "pate of goose 
live1'," "pate ofduck liver," "galantine ofgoose liver," l'galantine ofduck 
liver," puree of goose liver." and "puree ofduck liver~' '(referred to 
collectively as <Cfoie gras" in the remainder of this requ~st), or any other 
reference to the liver of any watelfowl which is Pl'Oces1'ed or sold as a food 
product. 

2. 	 Any and all records created between January 1. 2000 t~ the present that 
reflect, relate, or refer to waterfowl, specifically ducks ~r geese, in 
commercial production facilities that use force feedingiol' "gavage" to 
produce foie gras or any other product prodllced by this method. These 
records include but are not limited to any manner of iJpection reports, 
records that reflect. relate, or refer to the number ofdUfks or geese present 
at those facilities. records that reflect, relate, or refer t~ any disease or 
infection among the ducks or geese, including any aItel'atioll of the livers 
that results from the force feeding or "gavage." as wel~ as records, 
veterinary or otherwise, that reflect, relate, 01' refer to the health, treatment, 
welfare, andlor mortality of the ducks 01' geese. I 

3. 	 Any and all records cl'eated between January 1, 2000 toI the present that 
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reflect, relate, or refer to housing, 01' devices used to h~use, ducks or geese . 
in commercial production facilities that produce foie gt·as. These records i 
include but are not limited to any manner of inspecti04 repoI1s, records thai 
reflect, relate, or refer to the number offacilities, Stl'uc~ure, 01' devices (such 
as cages) used to house the ducks and geese, records t~at reflect, relate, or • 
refer to the number ofducks and geese in such facilitiJs, records that ' 
reflect, relate. or refer to the size ofany property, housing, or structures or . 
devices (such as c::Jpes) m~ed to hom~e the duck!'! and p"Jese. m: well as 
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4. 	 Any and all records created between January 1,2000 t4 the present that refl~ct, relate, 01' 
refer to the methods, devices; 01' processes used to pl'oquce foie gras, These: records 
include but are not limited to any manner of inspectionl reports, records tha~ ~'eflect; relate, 
or refer to the methods, automated or peliormed by hat1d, used to force feedlthe ducks 
and geese, records that reflect, relate, or refer to the speed, frequency and q~antity of 
food per feeding, records that reflect, relate, or refer to Ithe types ofmachine';ry or devices 

_used in force feeding or "gavage" methods, as well as ~ecords that reflect, relate, or refer 
to the mlmber of ducks or geese that are me-fed per jY' ! 

5. 	 Any and all records created between January 1, 2000 tf. the present that refirct, relate, or 
refer to the quality, safety, wholesomeness, or suitabn~ty for human consumption of the 
food product foie gras. These records include but are ,ot limited to any manner of 
inspection repol1s, testing l'ecords that reflect, relate, or refer to the quality, :safety, 
wholesomeness, 01' suitability for human consumptiol1/of foie gras, records ~hat reflect, 
relate, 01' refer to the presence ofpathogens, or any otIier disease or disordet related to 
foie gras. These records il1clude but are not limited to records that reflect, rdate, or refer 
to disease in the ducks or geese, records 01' l'epolis coticerning the mortality rate of the 
ducks or geese, as well as l'ecords 01' rep011s, such as cpmplaints 01' inform~ti.on regarding 
recalls, and preventative measures, that reflect, l'elate, ~r refer to any human illness 
whether actual or suspected, in any way related to the roie gras. i 

6. 	 Any and aU records cl'eated between Jan'llat'y 1, 2000 ~o the present that reflect, relate, or 
refer in any way to the sanitation, health, andlor safetYl,! ofany commercial production 
-f~cilities that produce foie gras, I : 

Again, please cel1ify any and all records you make available pursuant to this l'equest. 

In order to help you detennine our status for the purpose of JseSSing fees. you shQuld know that 
ALDF is a national nOl1"profit organization that diSSelllinates~I'nfonnation in order .to educate the 
public and help it better understand issues related to animal elfare, food safety, and the 
functioning of government. The information is not sought fo' commercial use in ~y way.

I 	 . 

i 
I request a fee waiver because disclosure ofthe information i$ in the public interest. It is likely 
to contribute significantly to the public wlderstanding ofaniinal welfare and food safety, 
especially in the context ofgovel'llment regulation. 1 
ALDF is a national non-profit organization with thirty years ; f experience analyzing legal issues 
and educating the public conceming atrimals. Any il1formati~n received as a l'esult of this 
request will be organized, summarized. and disseminated to the public, either directly via Otu" 
website and other publications or through relevant public filings, Please note the decision in 
Elizabeth Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agency, 478 F. SuPP) 1175, 1176 (D.C.D.! 1979) (even a 
single document has the potential for contributing to public understanding). In addition, the 
release oft11is illfol1natioll will have a sigtrificant impact on ~ublic understanding because the 
link between animal welfare and food safety is only now cocling under serious public scrutiny, 
thanks in large part to the work of organizations like ALDF., . 

I 
ALDF's educational eff011s are supp011ed by hundreds of defeated att011leys, law professors, 
and law students, and lllorethan 110,000 members, all ofwhbm would benefit from the 
disclosure ofthe infollnation requested. In addition to its liagation and legislative efforts 
nationwide, ALDF publishes a 2,000-plus page compendiun1 ofUnited States aniinal protection 
laws, and disseminates a variety of information regarding anfmal and human health. Through its 

i 
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Animal Law Program, ALDF has led the development oflegall scholarship and leg~l education. 
ALDF also files amiclls bdefs on a regular basis to assist cout1s by providing the p~rspective 
gained from three decades ofexperience. Disclosure ofthe information is in the public interest 
as ALDF will use and disseminate the information to educate ~nd contribute significantly to the 
public's understanding of animal welfare and food safety. I I 

I , 
If a fee waiver is not granted please provide an explanation as ko why it was denied~ 

Also, while reserving Oill' light to appeal such a decision, ALJF is willing to pay fees for this 
request up to an initial amount of$200, and can provide pay:rn;ent plioI' to your agency producing 
the documents. If you estimate that the fees will exceed tIns limit, please infOlm us prior to that 
time so that we can consider authorizing the amount. Il 
In the event that access to any ofthe requested l'ecords is deni, d, please note that ),OIA provides 
that if only portions ofa requested file are exempted fi'om rel~ase, the remainder Diust still be 
released. I therefore request that we be provided Witll all non~exempt p0l1ions whi¢lt are 
reasofl!lbly segregable. I further request that you describe theldeleted material in detail and 
specify the statutory basis for the denial as well as your reasolils for believing that the alleged 
~tatut?ry justific.atioll.applies in tlus instance. Please separate~y state YO:ll' reasons ;f'o~' not 
lllvokillg your dIscretIonary powers to release the requested dpcuments III the pubhc mterest. 
Such statements will be helpfhl in deciding whether to appeall an adverse determination, and in 
fOlmulating arguments in case an appeal is taken. Also please notify us of any appeal procedures 
available under the law. I i 

This request is not meant to be exclusive of any other recOl'dsl wInch, though not specifically 
requested, would have a reasonable relationsllip to the subject matter ofthis request. 
Access to the requested records should be granted within tweilty (20) working day~ from the date 
ofyour receipt. Failure to respond in a timely maImer shall bF viewed as a denial pf this request 
and the requester may immediately file an administrative appral. TIlank you in advance for your 
prompt reply. I 

I .', 
Please contact me if you need to discuss my request further. To the extent anything in tlus 
request is deemed vague, ambiguous, or burdensome, I am hJppy to discuss and perhaps limit the 
request and the information sought. ! . 

Sincerely, I 

Cal:ter Dilla1~d IDirector ofLitigation 
Animal Legal Defense Fund IW'.Vw.aldf.org 
170 E. Cot~ti Ave, Cotati CA 94931 
707.795.2533, F 707.795.7280 
cdilIard@a1df.org •

I ' 
I 
I 
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"Wendy Cromwell" To <fsis.foia@usda.~ov>. <foia.officer@ap~is.usda.gov>. 

<wcromwell@aldf.org> <AMS.FOIA@usma.gov> ~ 


01/27/2011 05:52 PM ~ <aJillaro@adlf.°r>·<wcromwell@aldfoorg.i> 


Subject Public Informatio~ Request i 

I . 
Please find attached a public information request 
regarding foie gras. 

If you have any difficulty opening the attachment, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

This request has been faxed as well. 

Very truly yours, 

Wendy Cromwell 
Paralegal 
Animal Legal Defense Fund 
707-795-2533 ext 1035 
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