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Subject Freedom cit Info alion Act Requ~t 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND CERTIFIED MAIL 

October 5, 2010 If.:OI ~ ~ ~ ~ W~ ~' 
Tonya Woods, FOIA Director i~~f O~T LW6 2010
Legislative and Public Affairs 
Freedom ofInformation Act 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 1 FOIA 
4700 River Road, Unit 50 
Riverdale, MD 20737 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request :NOV: 8 2010 
Dear Ms. Woods: 

J 

I 
Pursuant to the Freedom ofInformation Act (5 U.S.C.§ 552 , I request, on pehalf ofthe 
Environmental Law Institute, that the United States Depart:m:ent of Agricultlure - Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) produce within tw ,nty (20) business days all 
correspondence, memoranda, documents, reports, records, s tements, letters, notes, 

things that refer or relate in any way to the following: ' 
r 
I 

• special needs requests submitted to APHIS pursuant I 0 the Plant Pr?tection Act (PPA) by 
any state, tribe, territory, or group ofstates, or 0."the1-urisdictiOn or j,',urisdictions, whether 
submitted prior to or after finalization ofAPHIS re lations goverqrng the treatment of 
such special needs requests; and f 

• any APHIS response(s) to each special needs reques . : , 

If any responsive record or portion thereof is claimed to be xempt from P~oduction under FOIA, 
sufficient identifying information (with respect to each,aIle edly exempt r~cord or portion 
thereof) must be provided to allow the assessment of the pr priety ofthe c~aimed exemption. 
Vaughn v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir 1973), cert denie ,415 U.S. 971 (1974). Addition(,lUy 
any reasonably segregable portion ofa responsive recor."d mrst be prOVided,'" after redaction ofany 
allegedly exempt material to me, as the law requires. 5 U.S C. § 552(b). f 

'- ! 1 
! 

We request a fee waiver for this information disclosure req~est because this disclosure request 
meets each of the factors for a fee waiver identified at secti n 6(a)(1) of7 C.F.R. Part 1, 
Appendix A: 'i 
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. 	 i 
I 

. (iii) Disclosure ofthe requested information will con 'bute to "publi~ understanding" 
because it will be used as the basis for a published stu y of the opera!tion of the special 
needs provision of the PPA that will be disseminp.ted roadly by the Environmental Law 
Institute, which has extensive experience in publicatiqn and outreac~. It will be of 
interest to state agriculture and forestry agencies, the liandscaping, m:lrsery, forestry, anq 
agriculture industries. ' i 

: 

(iv) The disclosure is likely to contribute "significant I "to public ~derstanding of 

responses are currently avaIlable to the publIc, and n pnor study has exammed theIr use 
or the operation of the special needs provision of the PPA. As such,tthis disclosure will 
enable completion of the first study of the topic, whic~ will constitute a significant • 
contribution to public understanding of the PPA ,and 'lts implementafon. 

(v) The requester has no substantial commercial ,inter st that would be furthered by the 
requested disclosure. The Environmental Law Ihstit te is a register~d 401 (c)(3), 
not-for-profit public interest organization whose mis ion is to fosteriinnovative, just, and 
practical law and policy solutions to enable lead~rs a ross borders and sectors to make 
environmental, economic, and social progress. This I is closure willirurther the Institute's 
mission by enabling understanding ofenvironmental aw and policY 

r 
(vi) Disclosure is not "primarily in the commercial iferest of the rekuester." This 
disclosure request is intended to inform the public ab ut governmerttal action, and 
therefore primarily is in the public interest. . I 

Ifthe requested fee waiver is not approved, please inform m before fees ru;e incurred. I can be 
l 

contacted at (202) 939-3810, or by electronic mail at porter@eli.org, ifnec~ssary to discuss any 
aspect of this request. i 

I 
I look forward to receiving the requested documents and a 11 fee waiver Within twenty (20) 
business days. 

! 

Sincerely, 

lsi 

I
I . 
I 
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Read D. Porter 

Staff Attorney 

Environmental Law Institute 

2000 L St NW, Ste. 620 

Washington, DC 20036 
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