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United States Department ofthe Interior 
I r 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SE:rtVICE 

911 NE 11 th Avenue I 
In Reply Refer to: Portland, Oregon 97232-4181 
ABA-CGS-FOIA 
FWS-2010-01215 I 

Ss:ptember 23, 2009 Sent via Federaf Express, return receipt request~d 

'ITonya Woods, FOIA Director 

.,
USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service .+"-.-~- ..~:- -- ...... ---','Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Staff 


4700 River Road, Unit 50 

1JLisE P J4 Lj,Q ' . ."Riverdale, MD 20737 " I' . r"'>'1 

Dear Ms. Woods: IOcT 29 ~10" ·i FOIA· II 
The Fish and Wildlife Service received an August 27, 2010 freedom of Infurmation Act ' 
request from Mark Riskedahl, Executive Director, Northwe~t Environmental Defense Center, 
regarding any and all documents associated with the U.S. ~epartment of ,A.griculture's 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service's actions to authorize the inte~state importation of 
municipal solid waste from Hawaii to the continental Dnitef States. r . 

During our records search we located 28 records that originated with your agency. According 
to Department oflnterior regulations 43 CFR 2.22(b)(2), w~ are referring this FOIA request· 
and the subject responsive documents to your office, a$ enc10sed on CD, fbr your release 
determination and response to Mr. Riskedahl. We have advfsed the reque~.',ter that he will 
receive a direct response from your office. I f· 

i r.
: [ 

Th~ you for se~ding ~is office a copy of your response f~r our records. ~fyou have any 

questions concermng this matter, please contact me at 503-2~1-2072. I; 


i I, 

Sincerely, I 

Patti Carroll 
FOIA Officer 
Region 1 and Region 8 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Mark Riskedahl 
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NORTHWBSl' ENVIltON1\:U1NljAL DEFRNSfE CENTER. 

10015 &W. Terwilliger Blvd., Po~nd, Orl\.uon m19 
Pbouc:: (SOl) 768-6673 Fftf(S03) 768-6671 I. 

www.nedc.o .. 
, 	 I 

August 27, 2010 

FREEDOM OF lNFORMATIONA REQUEST 

VIA FAX 5Q3w231-62S9 AND u.s. MAIb 

Patti Carron, FOlA Coordinator. 
Budget and Administration 
Eastside Federal Complex 
911 NE Ul.b Ave 
Portland, OR 97232-4181 

Re: Freedom oflnfOrnJation Act Request 

Dear Ms. C8.1Toll: 

This is a request under the Freedom ofInfol'Illalion A.ct C'FOIA")~ Sp.S.C, § 552, 
as amended. This request is made on behalfofthe Northwe~ Environmental Defense 
Center ("'NEDC'). I; . 

.' ,.' , 
iii. 

NEDC was founded in 1969 and is dedicated. to. the Preservation and protection of 
the natural resoutces ofthe Pacific Northwest. NEDC's me~bers are lawyeJt.s, scientists~ 
stUdents and citizens interested in protecting the e.D.vironrnen ofthe Pacjfic No:rthwest. 

I r 

Pursuant to FOTA. 'please send NEDC: 

.. 	 Any and all documents associat~ with the U.s. Department ot 
Agriculture·s Animal and Plant Health Inspecfion Service's ('fAPHIS") 
aotions 10 authorize the interstate Im~tion pfmunicipaI so\id waste 
f'MSW'j from Hawaii to the continental U~d States, inoluq'ing: 

• 	 Proposed Rule, 71 Fed. Reg. 20,030 {4prll19, 2006) ~ 
• 	 Environmental Assessment and Pest ~Sk Assessment[ 71 Fed. 

Reg. 65,454 (November 8, 2006) r 
• 	 Environmental Assessment, Pest Risk. sessment and'fFinding of 

No Significant Impact1 71 Fed. Reg. 7 ,129 (Decembet 28,2006) 
• 	 2007 Biological Assessment I I 
• 	 January 2008 revised Biological Asses ent with risk ksessment 

appendixes . I 
• 	 February 2008 Final Biological Assess 

1 
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• 2008 Program.lnat.!c Envir?nmen~ ..{ssessment f. 

.. December 2009 Site Specific Envlro.pmental Assessment and 
Finding ofNo Significant rrnpapl I 1 

.. Environmental Asse~sment 75 Fed. feg.2846 (Janufuy 19, 2010) 
• 	 Environmental Assessment and Findmg ofNo Signi~cant Impact~ 

7S Fed. Reg. 29t706 (May 27, 2010) ! I 

• 	 APffiS Compliaqce Agreements to ~rtMSW ~ 
• 	 This includes, but is nOt limited to notes, repbrri, data and supporting 

documents. 	 i·i 

• 	 This request also includes any communicati~s between anyldirector. 
administrator, employee, representative Or l~aI counsel for q.te United 
Suues Fish and Wildlife Service r'USFWS") and APIDS. ~ National 
Oceanic AtmospherIc Administration (''l\I0AA''), anellor an~ interested 
indu~members as well as any interagenc~ c;:ommunicatio~about this 
permnnng concept. 	 ., 

. This request applies to agency files in whatever f04. including (without Jim;t) 
correspondence, memoranda. notes" email messag~ repcnt~, data and elecnpnic fifes 
whose release is not expressly prohibited by law. It alSO.. COVet'S\1 any non-ide.J;!.·.tical 
duplicates ofrecords that by reason ofnotatiOJl, attaclunent, or other alteration Or 
supplemenr:, inolude any lnfutntatiou not contained in the calginaI record. Al!irutionally, 
this request is not meant to be exclusive ofother records, wfP.ch though nOt,pecifically 
requested, would have a reasonable relationship to the 'subjebt matter ofthis ~qlJest. 

I I 
This request applies to all such records in whatever form, including ~without 

limit) correspondence, memoranda, notes, e-mail messages~ land electronic :files whose 
release is not expressly proh ibited by law. It also covers ant non-identical ~up]icates of 
records that.. by reason ofnotation, atta.chment. or other al1:~ation or SUpplement, include 
any information not contained in the original records. Add~"onally. this req~est is not 
mea.nt to be exclusive ofother records which. thoiIgh l1.0t sp oifically requ~ would 
have a reasonable relationship to the subject matter ofthis quest. [:

I I 

We emphasize that this request ~pPHes to all describla docmnents wbose 
disclosure is not expressly prohibited by law. Ifyou should~eek to prevent ~isolosure of 
any ofthe requested records, we request that you: 0) identif1 each such document with 
particularity (including title, subject, elate, author, recipient,·!md. parties copi~d), (n) . 
explain in full the basis on which non-disclosure is sought. $d (iii) provIde (Is with any 
severable portions ofthe Iecords for which you do not claim Ia specific exemtxion. 

i t 

Please COntact lIS as soon as possible regarding the n~ber ofdocum~ts this 
request entails. NEDC is willing to accept the requested re~ds in electronic format in 
order to reduce USFWS' cost in providing these docutnentiFo long as the e(eCtroDic 
versions are the final versiOlIS' and have not been subsequentlY altered. In adfiit1on. 
NEDC is willing to ~pt $Orne ofthe requested documenrs\as they becomelavailable 
and work with USFWS to further limit costS in providing th~se documents. r 

I . 
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NEDC also requests that you waive any applicable ~es because dis~losure is 


clearly in the public inteJ:esL As descn"bed below. disclosure .~ likely to cbntribute 

significantly to public tmdecstanding ofthe operations Or afivitieS ofthe g~vernment and 

is not prhnarlly in the commercial interest ofthe requester. it 5 U.S.C. § 5S2t (a)(4)(A)(lli). 

Any infonnation received through this request fur public r<tords wiJl be used to 

illuntinate the a.ctivities ofUSFWS as it acts to :fulfill its re~ol1sibiIities un~erthe 

Endangered. Species Act and the National Environmental P{>licy Act. Specifically, these 

documents will enable the public to participate meaningfuur in the USFWS' invoJvement 

in APHIS' assessments and compliance agreements for the shipment ofmu~icipal solid 

waste from Hawaii. I I


I . 

. The disclosed materia] will not be used for co~jal usc or gain. l1:'he parties 
making tIiis request have expertise and interest in water qu~ty and aquatic rabitat 
protection in the Pacific Northwest and wi,U use this expertiSe to analyze the, documents 
released and disseminate the findings in order to enhance thp public'S under~tm1ding of 
USFWS' actIons and operations. . f 

NEDC intends to dissemitUlte infQn:nation gleaned Jom the disclose~ documents 

through diverse and etreetive channels, including: NEDC's ~ebsite. which ~.lecifically
... 

highlights envirolJlllenta] and water quality issues In the Pa~lfic Northwest; NEDC's 

quarterly newsletter, which is broadly distributed; pre~ r-ele~ses to 10'?ll1 anq. regional 

media outlets; letjers and emails to NEOC supporters and in]volvcment in pu~lic 

inltiauves relating to water quality and aquatic habitat prote~tion. : 


I i. 

. iffor some reason the fee waiver is denied. NEDe II,'serves the right Ito appeal 

such decisi~ and requests that a bill ofcosts be transmitte prior to incu~g document 

dupIicanon and transmission costs . I 


! ; 
I 

We anticipate that the USFWS will make the reqt.l~ materials available within 

the statutorily prescribed period. .Access to the records shoulld be granted within twenty 

working days from your receipt ofthis request. Failure to reSpOnd in a time1r manner 

shall be viewed as a denial ofthis request. • . fl· 


,. 
> I ~ 

IfY01.l have any questions, or ifyou requite further i¥'onnation to mlp on the fee 

waiver request, please feU free to contact me at (503) 768-  or msr@lcltq'k.edu. 

Additionally. if}'(lu are not the proper recipiel'lt ofthis req   lease identity which 

office has information responsive to this request. Thank you lin advance for ~ur prompt 

~~l 
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Executive Direqtor [ 
Northwest Environmental DefeJbe Center 

. ! 

http:msr@lcltq'k.edu



