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ABA-CGS-FOIA :
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Tonya Woods, FOIA Director » SR S

USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service S S B T
Freedom of Information and Privacy Act Staff : R
4700 River Road, Unit 50 : SRR ,
Riverdale, MD 20737 = L [SEP 3@ L

7 : ; »
Dear Ms. Woods: OCT 2 9 200, ! T FOIA l i
The Fish and Wildlife Service received an August 27, 2010 Freedom of Information Act
request from Mark Riskedahl, Executive Director, Northwest Environmental Defense Center,
regarding any and all documents associated with the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service's actions to authorize the interstate importation of
municipal solid waste from Hawaii to the continental United States. ‘ 3

During our records search we located 28 records that originated with your agency. According:
to Department of Interior regulations 43 CFR 2.22(b)(2), we are referring this FOIA request -
and the subject responsive documents to your office, as enclosed on CD, for your release
determmatmn and response to Mr. Riskedahl. We have advised the requester that he will
receive a direct response from your office. :

Thank you for sendlng this office a copy of your response for our records. If you have any
questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 503-231-2072.
Smcerely,

Patti Carroll

FOIA Officer
Region 1 and Region 8

Enclosures

ce:
Mark Riskedahl

TAKE PRIDE M ,
INAMERICA
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST |

VIA FAX 503-231-6259 AND U.S. |

Patti Carroll, FOIA Coordinator .
Budget and Administration
Eastside Fedel‘al Complex

911 NE 11% Ave

Portland, OR 97232-4181

Re: Freedom of Informarion Act Request

Dear Ms. Carroli:

This is a request under the Freedom of Infonnaﬁon Act (*FOIA™), § U S.C. §552,
as amended. This request is made on behalf of'the Northwest Env:ronmental Defense

Center (“NEDC”).

: I
NEDC was founded in 1969 and is dedn:ated to the preservation and pmtection of
the natural resources of the Pacific Northwest. NEDC’s members are lawyers scientists,
stidents and citizens interested in protecting the envuonmeIIF of the Pacific Nmthwest.

Pursuant to FOIA, pleasc send NEDC:

s Any and all documnents associated with the U. S Department of
Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Irzspecpon Service’s (Y"APHIS™)
actions o authorize the interstate Importation of mumicipal solid waste
(“MSW™) from Hawaii to the continental United States, including;
= Proposed Rule, 71 Fed. Reg. 20,030 (April 19, 2006) |
= Environmental Assessment and Pest Risk Assessment, 71 Fed.

Reg. 65,454 (November §, 2006). ‘
»  Environmental Assessment, Pest Risk Asseysment and I‘mding of
No Significant Impact, 71 Fed. Reg. 78,129 (December 28, 2006)
= 2007 Biological Assessment ' ] -.
* Janvary 2008 revised Biological Asses ent with risk assessment
appendixes !
= February 2008 Final Biological Assess ent
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» 2008 Programmatic Environmental Assessment
» December 2002 Site Specific Environmental Assessment and
Finding of No Significant Impact i

= Environmental Assessment, 75 Fed. %{ . 2846 (January 19, 2010) 4

= Environmental Assessment and Fmdmg of No Signifjcant lmpact,
75 Fed. Reg. 29,706 (May 27, 2010)

* APHIS Compliance Agresments fo rntMSW |
o This includes, but is not limited to notes, rep 1ts, data and SuPpomng
docurnents,

o This request also includes any cmnmumcau s between any ;,dtrec’cor,
administrator, employec, zepresentative or legal counse! for the United
Stares Fish and Wildlife Service (“USFWS”] and APHIS, the National
Oceani¢ Atmospheric Administration (“NOAA™), and/or any interested
industry members as well as any interagency) commumcauon about this
permitting concept. Co

This request applies 10 agency files in whatever fom}', including (wmuout limir)
correspondence, memoranda, notes, email messages, reports, data and electronic files
whose release is not expressly prohibited by law. It also covers any non-identical
duplicates of records that by reason of notation, attachmmgior other alteration or
supplement, include any Information not contained in the original record. Addmonaily,
this request is not meant to be exclusive of other records, which though not specifically
requested, would have a reasonable relationship to the sub;a?:t matter of this request.

This request applies to all such records in whatever form, including (lWﬁh()ut
limit) correspondence, memoranda, Botes, e-mail messages, and electronic files whose
release is not expressly prohibited by law. It also covers any non-identical @up]zcates of
records that, by reason of notation, attachment, or other alteration or supplement, include
any information not contained in the original records, Additionally, this request ianot
meant to be exclusive of other records which, though not specifically requested, would
have a reasonable relationship to the Sub_]GCt mater of this qucst. }

r‘

We emphasize that this request applies to all describ d documents whose
disclosure is not expressly prohibited by law. If you should seek to prevent gi:sciosure of
any of the requested records, we raquest that you: (i) identify each such document with
particularity (including title, subject, date, author, recipient, and parties copied), (ii)
explain in full the basis on which non-disciosure is songht, and (iii) provide us with any
severable portions of the records for which you do not claim|a specific exemption.

Please contact us as 50011 as possible regarding the number of documents this
request entails. NEDC is willing 1o accept the requested records in ¢lectronic format in
order to reduce USFWS® cost in providing these documents,/so long as the electronic
versions are the final versions and have not been subsequently altered. In addition,
NEDC is willing to accept some of the requested documents as they become [available
and work with USFWS 1o further limit costs in providing these documents,

F-662
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NBDC also requests that you waive any apphcable fees because dasclosure is
clearly in the public interest. As described below, disclosure “is likely to wnmbute
szgmﬁcanﬂy to public understanding of the operations or agtivities of the govemmcnt and
is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requg:ster ? 5 U.S.C. § 552 (a)(4)(A)(iiD).
Any information received through this request for public records wil] be used to
ilhiminate the activities of USFWS as it acts to fulfii] its responsibilities under the
Endangered Species Act and the National Environmental Policy Act, Specrﬁca}iy, these
documents will enable the public to participate meaningfully in the USFWS’ involvement
in APHIS’ assessments and compliance agrcenients for the shipment of mupiclpal solid
wasic from Hawaii. , E

The disclosed material will not be used for co ial use or gain. 1‘I’he parties
making this request have expertise and interest in water quality and aquatic ] habuat :
protection in the Pacific Northwest and will use this expertise to analyze the documents |
released and disseminate the flndings in order to enhance th%: public’s nnderLstandmg of 1
USFWS* actions and operations.

NEDC intends to disseminate information gleaned ﬂL)m the dlsclesed documents
through diverse and effective channels, including: NEDC’s website, which Spec:fically
highlights environmental and water quality issues in the Pacific Northwest; NEDC’
quarterly newsletter, which is broadly distribuied; press releases to Iocal and regional
media outlets; letters and emails to NEDC supporters and involvement in pu kc
initiatives relating to water quality and aquatic habitat pmte tiomn. .

such decision, and requests that a bill of costs be transmitted prior to mcumng document

I 3
If for some reason the fee waiver is denied, NEDC réserves the right to appeal
duplicaiion and transmission costs %

i

We anticipate that the USFWS will make the reqa materials available within -
the statutorily prescribed penod. Access to the records should be granted w:.thm twenty f
working days from your reccipt of this request, Faﬂure 10 I‘GSpOnd ing txmely manner :
shall be viewed as a denial of This request. 1 |

If you have any questions, or if you require further idfannaﬁon 1o m!fe on the fee
waiver request, please fell free to contact me at (503) 768 o msr@lclari.edu,
Additionally, if you are not the proper recipient of this request, please idennfy which
office has information responsive to this request. Thank yo':ﬁ’n advance for your prompt

reply. : ;
| |
Sincervely,’ g ‘ v

iviark Kiskeaany

Executive Dire
Northwest Env: nmeniz] Defense Center
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