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Ms. Carney Anne Chester
PETA

501 Front Street

Norfolk, VA 23510

Dear Ms. Chester:

This is in further response to your April 22, 2011, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
for any and all records pertaining to your Animal Welfare Complaint E10-044, against Feld
Entertainment doing business as Ringling Brothers and Barnum and Baily Circus. We received
your request on April 22, 2011, and assigned it case number 11-439.

We conducted searches in the Office of Animal Care (AC) and Investigative and Enforcement
Services (IES). AC found 16 pages which is a copy of your complaint. IES is currently
investigating your complaint and have compiled, at this time, an estimated 769 pages of paper
files, 30 photographs, and 15 DVDs as part of their investigation. As a result, they are exempt
from disclosure under FOIA Exemption 7(A), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) (7) (A). Exemption 7(A)
protects information that could reasonably be expected to interfere with ongoing law
enforcement proceedings. The IES Case number is VA09018-AC; however, our office is unable
to determine when their investigation will be completed. You are welcome to submit a new
request for this information at a later date.

Please note inspection reports and licensee information can be obtained from our web site at:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_welfare/efoia/index.shtml, keyword search: Feld
Entertainment.

You may appeal our determination of your request. If you choose to appeal, your appeal must
be in writing and must be received within 45 days of the date of this letter to: Administrator,
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Ag Box 3401, Washington, DC 20250-3401.
Please refer FOIA 11-439, in your appeal letter and add the words “FOIA Appeal” to the front
of the envelope. To assist the Administrator in reviewing your appeal, provide specific reasons
why you believe modification of the determination is warranted.

Ifyou have any questions, please contact the FOIA Staff at (301) 734-8296.
Sincerely,
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Tonya G. Woods
Director
Freedom of Information & Privacy Act





