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From: Catherine S Fulton

To: Carol A Tuszynski

cc: Michael J Firko; VS Associates; Inez D Hockaday

Subject: Fw: Vet workforce testimony
Date: 02/17/2009 02:08 PM
Attachments: DraftTestimony 2 13 2009 (2).doc 

AAVMC OIE Clifford vet recruitment April 2008 final.doc 
AAVMC OIE Clifford April 2008 v3.ppt 

Carol- 
 
Since Inez is working on the initial questions from LPA, could you help out 
by drafting a response to the two questions raised by GAO in Christine's 
second message?  Here are some documents that include some of the 
requested info- they're from John's meetiing on Vet workforce with AAVMC. 

 
 
Thanks! 
 
Catherine 
========== 
Catherine S. Fulton 
Chief of Staff 
USDA/APHIS/ Veterinary Services Deputy Administrator 
202-720-6836 
 
----- Forwarded by Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/17/2009 01:52 PM ----- 
 
Christine B Jones/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/17/2009 01:28 PM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Abbey L Shaffer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Fw: Vet workforce testimony 
 
  

 
Two additional specific questions: 
* The GAO report points out that 30% of APHIS veterinarians will be 
eligible to retire by the end of FY 2011.  Are their any initiatives VS is 
participating in that would help mitigate this potential insufficiency in 
veterinarians? 



 
*  The GAO report also points out that APHIS-VS responsibilities have 
increased in recent years, raising concerns that there will not be sufficient 
vet capacity if multiple emergencies occur at once.  What is VS doing to 
address this (perhaps here would be a good place to discuss VS 2015)? 
 
Thanks! 
Christine 
 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Christine B Jones/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/17/2009 01:28 PM ----- 
 
Christine B Jones/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/17/2009 12:35 PM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA 
cc Abbey L Shaffer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Vet workforce testimony 
 
  

 
Hi, Catherine. 
As I mentioned on the phone, the testimony for the hearing on veterinary 
workforce issues came down to LPA through OA for review on Friday.  
James Ivy forwarded along LPA's comments on the testimony to OA.  OA 
responded this morning that we should go ahead and make our suggested 
changes to the testimony.  For your reference, I am attaching a copy of 
the e-mail that James sent to OA as well as the testimony below. 
 
In order to revise the testimony, we need some additional information 
from VS.  Currently, the testimony includes a long list of initiatives and 
programs that FSIS participates in to address veterinary workforce and 
hiring issues, but doesn't include much information about Veterinary 
Services' efforts.  We know that VS is much more successful in hiring 
veterinarians than FSIS, but we don't think this comes across in the 
testimony.  Also, we think that a number of items on FSIS' list, such as 
partnerships with schools, direct hire, etc., are also carried out by APHIS. 
 
I personally think this is one of the many areas where VS shines, and we 
should be conveying that in the testimony. 
 
With that in mind, can you please provide additional information on VS' 
hiring initiatives/programs/efforts?  Some specific questions that come to 



mind include: 
 
* Does VS partner with any veterinary/other schools to attract 
veterinarians?  If so, what are those partnerships and how do they work? 
(e.g., Saul Wilson scholarship?  Vet students to NBAF?) 
* What other hiring initiatives or programs does VS participate in to attract 
veterinarians? 
* What innovative ways has the Workforce and Succession Planning group 
developed to enhance recruitment efforts and retain veterinarians? 
* Does VS market and use family-friendly and flexible work schedules and 
leave policies to attract veterinarians? 
* Is VS fully staffed (or nearly so)?  If so, have we been fully/nearly fully 
staffed for a number of years?  If so, how long? 
 
Plus, any other program/initiatives/etc. that we should highlight regarding 
VS' efforts to address veterinary workforce hiring issues.  Please feel free 
to send along this information in bullets/paragraphs.  We just need a brief 
description of each item.  You don't need to worry about revising the 
testimony itself.  LPA can take care of adding the information you provide 
to the testimony. 
 
I apologize in advance for the quick turn around time.  Please get back to 
us by 5pm today with all the information you have on this.  Unfortunately, 
we need to get this back into clearance asap. 
Thanks, 
Christine 
 
 
 
 
 
Christine Jones 
Legislative Affairs Specialist 
USDA APHIS Legislative and Public Affairs 
1147 South Building 
Washington, DC 20250 
(202) 690-4755 
Fax: (202) 720-3982 
christine.b.jones@aphis.usda.gov 
 
----- Forwarded by Christine B Jones/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/17/2009 12:11 PM ----- 
 



James C Ivy/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/13/2009 06:00 PM 

 
To Jane E Levy/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Andrea C 

McNally/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Bethany X Jones/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Abbey 

L Shaffer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Christine B 
Jones/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Vet workforce testimony comments 
 
  

 
hi Jane and Andrea, 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to review the testimony.  Our thoughts and 
comments are sketched below.  If you have any questions, please let me 
know.   
 
 
 
1.) Part of the reason for this congressional oversight is the belief that 
federal agencies are working independently and not collaborating on vet 
hiring.  Page 2 seems to support that, by focusing on the separate 
activities of each of the 3 USDA agencies.   
2.) Pages 2-3 show little being done by APHIS to address vet hiring issues, 
while FSIS has a very long list.  We know that APHIS has better success in 
hiring, but without this context, it appears that APHIS is not addressing 
the vet hiring issue.  In addition, we think (APHIS MRPBS and VS should 
confirm) that a number of items on FSIS' list, such as partnerships with 
schools, direct hire, etc., are also carried out by APHIS.  To correct this, 
we recommend that the section start with one list of "USDA" activities that 
all agencies can use, followed by a paragraph (not a list that shows how 
many items each agency has) outlining specific activities by the agencies.  
We also recommend that MRPBS and VS add additional items, such as the 
Saul Wilson scholarship and our program to take vet students to NBAF to 
attract them to government service...this section is weak on APHIS' part.  
3.) We advise against mentioning VS 2015 (Page 2) as this is in its very 
early stages and we do not at this time have much to say about what this 
would do for the workforce.  
 
Additional changes:  
-Page 1, Para. 2: strike "one of" and add after "egg products," ", and 
protecting the health of U.S. livestock and animal welfare."  Currently this 



only focuses on FSIS' mission.  
-Page 2, under Activities to Date, strike "each agency (APHIS, FSIS, ARS) 
independently and/or with Departmental assistance" and replace with 
"USDA."  See reasoning under 1.) above.  
-Page 4, under Next Steps, strike "often exacerbated by," add a semicolon 
and the word "working" so it reads, "slaughter house veterinarians; 
remote working locations that new veterinarians...".  Remote working 
location is an issue that affects both FSIS and APHIS and should be 
differentiated as such.  
-Page 4, in the paragraph that begins "Notwithstanding our progress to 
date", we recommend that the phrase "changing demographics within the 
profession (increasingly female, seeking more flexibility in work hours, 
etc.);" be revised to read "changing demographics within the profession 
with veterinarians seeking more flexibility in work hours, etc.;".  We 
believe this revision conveys the idea that demographic changes in the 
veterinary profession have had the effect of more veterinarians seeking 
flexible work schedules, without suggesting that an increasingly female vet 
workforce is a "challenge" that needs to be corrected.  
 

 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Thomas J Myers

Subject: Fw: Word is spreading
Date: 03/11/2009 01:41 PM
Attachments: 60 day TPS 03 10 09.doc 
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----------------------------- This section is being referred to FSIS.



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: Michael R Doerrer; John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI:  FSIS Draft FR Notice
Date: 02/12/2009 10:04 AM
Attachments: 2009-0006, 2-10-09, yellow.doc 

Bill, 
 
A draft copy of the FSIS notice is attached below for your information.  We 
do not yet know when they intend to publish.  The technical groups (FSIS/
APHIS) continue to meet on the permits to finalize identification of those 
permits that will be withdrawn. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/12/2009 09:31 AM ----- 
 
Michael R Doerrer/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/12/2009 09:29 AM 

 
To Philip.Derfler@usda.gov 
cc Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John Clifford/

MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
Subject Fw: FW: 
 
  

 
Sir, 
 
Drs. Clifford and Dick asked me to let you know that VS has no comments 
or suggested changes on the document below. 
 
__________________________ 
Michael Doerrer 
Chief of Staff 



National Animal Health Policy & Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Telephone: 301-734-5034 
Facsimile: 301-734-8818 
 
----- Forwarded by John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/11/2009 02:15 PM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Thomas J Myers

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; aphis oa; Catherine S Fulton; Michael R 
Doerrer

Subject: FYI:  Quick Update on Communication Plan for Strengthening Import Permits
Date: 03/25/2009 05:04 PM

I met with Ron Jones, FSIS, late this afternoon to go over the Import 
Permit Communication Plan and get a sense of where they were at on the 
plan. 
 
Here is a very quick run down: 
Step 1.  Dr. Clifford has signed the OIE Notification and it was distributed 
today.  FSIS is clearing the WTO notification with FAS, legal, others, and it 
has not been distributed yet. 
Step 2.  Martha Foley (Staffer for Rep DeLauro) was jointly briefed last 
week by FSIS/APHIS (I represented APHIS).  FSIS may meet with other 
staffers if there is an interest. 
Step 3.  VS is reissuing the backlog of permits and is well over half way 
done.  
Step 4.  FSIS/APHIS (I attended) met with representatives of the Korean 
Embassy last week.  No others have expressed an interest to meet at this 
point. 
Step 5.  FSIS will notify trade associations on March 31st 
Step 6.  FSIS will notify consumer groups on March 31st 
Step 7.  FSIS has dropped the media from the communication plan 
Step 8.  FSIS will notify key industry associations on March 31st by posting 
information on their website. 
       APHIS will also post the same information to their website as soon as 
the cleared documents are received from FSIS. 
 
It has been determined that the current e-permit system will not allow 
mass e-mailings.  APHIS Import Alerts have worked very well with the 
industry so the two websites will allow 90 days for importers to see what 
changes will be coming. 
 
So far, the implementation has gone relatively smoothly.  Staff has done a 
great job of expediting a tremendous amount of work!  Please thank them 
for me. 
 
_________________________________ 



Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Thomas J Myers

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; aphis oa; Catherine S Fulton; Michael R 
Doerrer

Subject: FYI:  Quick Update on Communication Plan for Strengthening Import Permits
Date: 03/25/2009 05:04 PM

I met with Ron Jones, FSIS, late this afternoon to go over the Import 
Permit Communication Plan and get a sense of where they were at on the 
plan. 
 
Here is a very quick run down: 
Step 1.  Dr. Clifford has signed the OIE Notification and it was distributed 
today.  FSIS is clearing the WTO notification with FAS, legal, others, and it 
has not been distributed yet. 
Step 2.  Martha Foley (Staffer for Rep DeLauro) was jointly briefed last 
week by FSIS/APHIS (I represented APHIS).  FSIS may meet with other 
staffers if there is an interest. 
Step 3.  VS is reissuing the backlog of permits and is well over half way 
done.  
Step 4.  FSIS/APHIS (I attended) met with representatives of the Korean 
Embassy last week.  No others have expressed an interest to meet at this 
point. 
Step 5.  FSIS will notify trade associations on March 31st 
Step 6.  FSIS will notify consumer groups on March 31st 
Step 7.  FSIS has dropped the media from the communication plan 
Step 8.  FSIS will notify key industry associations on March 31st by posting 
information on their website. 
       APHIS will also post the same information to their website as soon as 
the cleared documents are received from FSIS. 
 
It has been determined that the current e-permit system will not allow 
mass e-mailings.  APHIS Import Alerts have worked very well with the 
industry so the two websites will allow 90 days for importers to see what 
changes will be coming. 
 
So far, the implementation has gone relatively smoothly.  Staff has done a 
great job of expediting a tremendous amount of work!  Please thank them 
for me. 
 
_________________________________ 



Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Brian J McCluskey

To: Jere L Dick

Subject: FYI: China License/Aphis certification
Date: 02/03/2009 05:21 PM
Attachments: oil health certificate.pdf 

meal certificate.pdf 

Jere, 
 
This exporter in Louisiana is starting to make threats of contact with 
congressional reps about what appears to us and NCIE as a work around 
of the rules.   
Just a heads up at this time.  
 
Brian 
______________________________________ 
Brian J. McCluskey, DVM, PhD, Dip. ACVPM 
Director - Western Region 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
2150 Centre Ave. Bldg. B 
Fort Collins, CO 80526 
970-494-7385 
----- Forwarded by Brian J McCluskey/CO/APHIS/USDA on 02/03/2009 03:18 PM ----- 
 
Stephen K Scott/CO/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/03/2009 02:46 PM 

 
To Brian J McCluskey/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Ted R Williams/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Victoria 

E Bridges/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Richard C 
Cambre/LA/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Fw: China License/Aphis certification 
 
  

 
A head's up,  as discussed.  
----- Forwarded by Stephen K Scott/CO/APHIS/USDA on 02/03/2009 02:44 PM ----- 
 



Kristin L Schmitz/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/03/2009 02:06 PM 

 
To Jiancong Yao/INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Osvaldo Perez/INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Stephen K Scott/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Ted R 
Williams/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Joyce W 
Bowling-Heyward/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Fw: China License/Aphis certification 
 
  

 
Hello Dr. Yao, 
 
I copied you on the message I just sent to this exporter. While we have 
agreed to provide a product registration certificate with our bilaterally 
negotiated language, the exporter is insisting that his agent must have 
additional certification (related to concerns about melamine) OR MOA will 
not register the product. 
 
I talked this over with Dr. Joyce Bowling and we agreed that possible next 
steps are either 1) the agent contacts you and hopefully you can 
determine if someone in MOA has told him this is a requirement OR if it is 
just something that he wants - and if he was given conflicting information 
from MOA - please seek clarification; or 2) the agent provides us 
something official in writing from MOA stating that this is a new 
requirement. 
 
I have concerns that the "agent" in this case is actually working for the 
Chinese importer and he may be trying to protect himself (and the 
importer) by requesting additional certification statements.  If China is 
following the lead of other countries, they may be holding importers 
accountable IF imported products test positive for melamine.  The agent is 
not producing anything official (so far) - he is just telling the exporter that 
they have to have additional certification.  
 
Bottom line is that APHIS is not willing to provide additional certification 
statements that have not been officially requested by the government of 
the importing country.  The information you received from MOA stated 
that "no additional statements were needed."  The non-ruminant fats and 
feeds protocol is a bilaterally negotiated protocol, and if either side wants 
changes - then official notification of the trading partner is necessary.  As 
stated below, if we give this agent what he wants, we will have to provide 



the additional certification statement from now on - a situation we do NOT 
want for just one exporter. 
 
I am hoping that this agent will contact you and you can figure out what's 
going on.  In the meantime, we stand by the guidance you were given by 
MOA although we will want to pursue with them the necessity for ANY 
additional involvement by APHIS (i.e., we already inspect and approve the 
facility; notify the approvals to China; and certify products IAW the 
protocol). 
 
Thanks as always - for your help!! 
 
Kristin L. Schmitz 
Senior Staff Veterinarian 
USDA, APHIS, VS, NCIE 
301-734-3278 (phone) 
301-734-0571 (fax) 
Kristin.L.Schmitz@aphis.usda.gov 
----- Forwarded by Kristin L Schmitz/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/03/2009 03:56 PM ----- 
 
Kristin L Schmitz/
MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/03/2009 03:50 
PM 

 
To "Gregory Holt" <gfholt@daybrook.com> 
cc "Borden Wallace" <bwallace@daybrook.com>, "Glenn 

Speakman" <GlennSpeakman@daybrook.com>, "Jane 
Sullivan" <JaneSullivan@daybrook.com>, joyce.w.
bowling@aphis.usda.gov, "Maritza Wulf" 
<mwulf@daybrook.com>, richard.c.cambre@aphis.usda.
gov, Ted R Williams/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jiancong Yao/
INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Ted R Williams/CO/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Osvaldo Perez/INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Joyce W Bowling-Heyward/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: China License/Aphis certification 
 
  

 
Hello Mr. Holt, 
 
We work very closely with our APHIS-IS Office in Beijing in dealing with 
our counterparts in the Chinese government.  We are a government 
agency, and our role in exports is to meet the requirements of the 
government of the importing country (and to negotiate on requirements 
we cannot meet).  We do have a bilateral agreement with China for non-



ruminant fats and feeds, which includes fishmeal and fish oil.  It has 
always been our understanding that APHIS is not involved in the product 
registration process - a process implemented by China's Ministry of 
Agriculture (MOA) following our agreement with China's AQSIQ on product 
certification and facility approval.  We have, in fact, advised exporters 
having problems with the product registration process to contact the 
Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) office in Beijing.  FAS has a broader 
mission than APHIS and deals with technical barriers to trade.  The 
product registration process has largely fallen into that category. 
 
Because of your insistence that APHIS involvement was required, we 
asked our APHIS-IS Office in Beijing to contact MOA for clarification.  Dr. 
Jiancong Yao (copied on this message) provided us with the product 
registration requirements (none of which, by the way, mentioned anything 
about a sanitary health certificate).  He spoke with MOA officials directly, 
however, and they indicated that they did require a "registration 
certificate" from APHIS as part of the product registration process.  He is 
pursuing talks with MOA to see when they started requiring this and "why" 
they are requiring it for facilities approved under our bilaterally negotiated 
protocol.  Not only is APHIS approving the facilities, AQSIQ is assigning 
China approval numbers, our agreement is available on the internet, and 
the list of approved facilities is included on China's website (which would 
obviously be available to MOA).  While Dr. Jiancong Yao is pursuing the 
issue further, we agreed to provide your company with the requested 
registration certificate - per the instructions received from Dr. Yao 
(through conversations with MOA).  Since asking for "additional 
certification statements" unilaterally is a violation of a bilaterally 
negotiated protocol (APHIS has NOT been notified by China regarding any 
requested amendments to our agreement) - I specifically asked Dr. Yao to 
inquire about the need for this additional statement (no added proteins or 
fats). 
 
This is the response I received from Dr. Yao: 
 
"Hi Kristin, 
 
I talked with MOA and found out that China MOA requests a animal health 
certificate (animal health sanitory certificate) for product of animal 
origin for registration purpose.  
 
The language what was agreed to in our bilaterally negotiated protocol will 



work for this purpose. We do not need to endorse additional 
statements other than what was agreed in the negotiated 
protocol. I have no idea whether MOA requested the same previously, 
anyway I will meet with them again in this week.  [This refers to trying to 
find out if they have been asking for "registration certificates" from APHIS 
for other exporters.] 
 
Please let me know if you have any comments." 
 
Regards, 
Yao Jiancong 
Agricultural Scientist 
 
This is the official response we have received from the official government 
agency in China (MOA).  Based on this response, we can provide a 
registration certificate consistent with our bilaterally negotiated protocol.   
 
Please understand that our role is to meet the requirements of the 
importing government (if we can) - not requests from importers, brokers, 
agents, or other non-government officials.  It is not unusual for APHIS to 
receive requests for additional certification statements or documents from 
foreign importers or agents to satisfy their own needs - not official 
government requirements.  Honoring private individual requests for official 
certification rather than adhering to official government requirements 
generates confusion and can easily lead to additional "de facto" 
requirements.  In this case, the request for additional certification by your 
agent, is not just a product registration issue.  If APHIS provides the 
additional certification for product registration - then we will have to 
provide the additional certification for every shipment.  According to the 
information Dr. Yao received from MOA - the additional certification is not 
needed.  And I have not seen anything official from the government of 
China stating that this is a new requirement.   
 
If your agent insists that the additional certification is an official 
government requirement (something our information seems to refute) - 
then I would suggest having your agent contact our APHIS-IS-Office in 
Beijing to discuss it with Dr. Jiancong Yao.  If your agent is receiving 
conflicting information from MOA, hopefully Dr. Yao can assist.  The 
alternative would be for your agent to provide you (and ultimately us) with 
something from the Chinese government (MOA) - in Chinese and English - 
stating that they are now requiring additional certification above and 



beyond what was agreed to bilaterally.  
Dr. Yao can be reached via email  (Jiancong.Yao@aphis.usda.gov) or via 
phone at (86-10) 8531-3030. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kristin L. Schmitz 
Senior Staff Veterinarian 
USDA, APHIS, VS, NCIE 
301-734-3278 (phone) 
301-734-0571 (fax) 
Kristin.L.Schmitz@aphis.usda.gov 
▼ "Gregory Holt" <----------------------------- 
 
 
----------------- 
-----------------------------   
 
 
02/03/2009 02:08 PM 

 
To <kristin.l.schmitz@aphis.usda.gov> 
cc <richard.c.cambre@aphis.usda.gov>, <ted.r.

williams@aphis.usda.gov>, <joyce.w.
----------------------------------------  Sullivan" 
---------------------------------------- "Glenn 
-------------------------------------------------- 
com>, "Bor------------------------------------------- 
com>, "Maritza Wulf" <-----------------------------  

Subject China License/Aphis certification 
 
  

 
 
Dear Dr. Schmitz 
  
First of all I want to sincerely thank you and your colleagues for all of your 
collective efforts to resolve the “Export certificate for China” that we have 
requested However I believe there is a significant issue, which requires some 
further explanation. 
  
By way of background we are a fully integrated fishing and processing business 
located in Empire Louisiana. We produce only two products. Fish meal and Fish Oil. 
Kindly check our Web Site at www.daybrook.com . We are also the company that 
got wiped out by hurricane Katrina but have successfully rebuilt our business and 
employ about 300 persons in that locale. It is our only business.  
  

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)



We understand that the APHIS has negotiated specific language with the PRC for 
this certification however, since that agreement, there has been a serious scandal 
within the China trade after persons in China adulterated fishmeal with Melamine 
and other animal products. Also forging entry certificates for various products. As a 
consequence the import authorities have tighten up their rules and now require us 
to provide certificates that say our products have been produced without the 
addition of any other animal products or fat. 
  
We understand that other fishmeal producer have obtained their PRC Import 
licenses utilizing the existing language but probably this occurred before the 
Melamine scandal. 
  
We are a fully integrated fish processor. It impossible to  adulterate our products 
because we keep all of our fish under refrigeration and they are processed directly 
from our boats into the plant and go through a sterilization process as part of the 
concluding step in the manufacturing process. There are no rendering or other 
animal processing facilities remotely near to us in fact there is nothing in the town 
of Empire except us. We are at mile 29 on the Mississippi river and everything that 
we produce is shipped directly to customers by containers, trucks ships or barges 
directly from our plant. We are quite prepared to provide you with sworn affidavits 
to this effect should you so require. 
  
We are presently dead in the water where our sales to China are concerned and 
facing a very serious shut down if we cannot get this resolved. 
We respectfully request that you permit us an exception to the existing language 
allowing us to state in the product description 
 “100% Gulf Menhaden Fishmeal produced without the addition of any other 
animal protein or fat” and hopefully this will resolve the matter.  
  
I had a long conversation with Dr. Richard Cambre this morning, who has provided 
us with the language that your agency is willing to certify, as part of the  
arrangements between APHIS and the PRC. A copy of the documents for fishmeal 
and fish oil are attached  in draft form. We would like to add this additional 
language to the product descriptions on the formand send this in for signature. 
  
Dr. Schmitz we fully realize this is beyond an irritation and is causing everyone a 
high level of frustration. We don’t know what else to do an cannot even make a 
sale without our PRC import permit in place. I am appealing to you to let us have 
this exception and move this along with the thought that we do not have any 
reoccurrence of this in the future. 
  



Your urgent attention to this is greatly appreciated 
  
Gregory F. Holt 
President 
Daybr---------------------  
Email -----------------------------  
Mobil--------------------------------- 50 5455 
NJ Office Jane Sullivan 973 538 6766 extn 219 
New Orleans Office 504 561 6163 extn 272 

  
 

(b)(6)



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy J Smith; Jane E Levy; Kevin A Shea; Sharon 
M Coursey

cc: John Clifford; Michael R Doerrer; Catherine S Fulton; Larry M Granger

Subject: FYI: China Poultry Briefing
Date: 01/28/2009 02:05 PM
Attachments: China poultry briefing.doc 

Kevin, 
 
Bill and I started working on this yesterday.  I understand he is out this 
afternoon. This is a summary of the situation.  
 
I have a national conference call with the State Animal Health Officials 
scheduled from 3pm to 4 pm.  Otherwise, I am available.  I would like to 
find some time on your schedule to visit this afternoon, if possible. 
 
Thanks, 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Thomas J Myers; Larry M Granger; Michael J David

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Michael R Doerrer; John Clifford; Jose R Diez

Subject: FYI: Decision Memo-Import Exemptions
Date: 03/10/2009 02:55 PM

A decision has been made!   
 
We will be meeting tomorrow as indicated below, so I will give you a call 
after that in order that you can proceed with permitting activities.  Hold 
tight until tomorrow. 
 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/10/2009 02:49 PM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey; Clay.Hamilton@FAS.usda.gov; Ronald.Jones@FSIS.
usda.gov

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton; Bethany X Jones; Abbey L Shaffer; Ed C 
Curlett

Subject: FYI: excel spreadsheet tally for permits
Date: 03/19/2009 05:49 PM
Attachments: 090319 FSIS permits 2009.xls 

FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY 
 
Just wanted folks to know we made a dent in the permit stack today. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/19/2009 05:43 PM ----- 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
03/19/2009 05:40 PM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael 

J David/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Christopher C 
Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Tracye R 
Butler/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Fw: excel spreadsheet tally for fsis permits 
 
  

 
Jere,   
 
Attached is an excel spread sheet of the number of permits issued today.  
  
●     28 Permits issued (Renewal, New and/or Amendment) 
●     8 Countries (China-5, Japan-6, S. Korea-12, Jordan-1, Thailand-1, 

Philippines-1 Taiwan-1, Italy-1) 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Hopefully we can get more out tomorrow.  The 2 permits that were 
cancelled, which contained US origin poultry products, will be reissued 
tomorrow. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; Dan J Sheesley; Rebecca A Bech; Alan S Green; 
Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI: FSIS meeting summary
Date: 03/10/2009 11:44 AM
Attachments: APHIS-FSIS Meeting Summary 03-09-2009.doc 

Kevin, 
 
We have begun to followup on the action items from yesterday's meeting.  
Below is a short summary for your information.   
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/10/2009 11:39 AM ----- 
 
Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
03/10/2009 11:24 AM 

 
To Michael J David/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Karen A 

James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Gary S 
Colgrove/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, LeeAnn Thomas/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John Clifford/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Catherine S Fulton/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA 

Subject FSIS meeting summary 
 
  

 
Michael/Karen/Gary/LeeAnn - 
 
Attached are the notes form our meeting yesterday with FSIS to discuss 
closer working relationships.  Please note the action items that we will need 
to complete so we are ready for next month's meeting.  Michael will be 



NAHPP's primary attendee for future meetings. 
 
Thanks 
TJ 
 

 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
------------------------- 
------------------------ 
 

(b)(6)



From: Jere L Dick

To: Ronald.Jones@fsis.usda.gov; Ron.Hicks@fsis.usda.gov; Bryce.Quick@fsis.usda.
gov; Daniel.Engeljohn@fsis.usda.gov

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton; Thomas J Myers; Michael J David; Maurine F 
Bell; Jere L Dick

Subject: FYI: FSIS-APHIS Work on China Permits
Date: 02/27/2009 01:41 PM

Below: The results of our search on the source of products from the China 
cancelled permits. 
 
By copy of this email, I will ask Maurine Bell, PPQ/VRS, to immediately 
provide the information (on the two permits) to CBP, as we promised 
them on this mornings conference call.  They can then target those for 
additional "hold" through the weekend until a decision is made by the 
OSec. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/27/2009 01:27 PM ----- 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/27/2009 01:13 PM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
John Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M 
Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael J David/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R Doerrer/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Tracye R Butler/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Maurine F Bell/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Cheryl L Berthoud/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Lynette D Williams/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Fw: FSIS-APHIS steps 
 



  
 
Jere, 
 
FSIS provided us with the list of permits they wanted us to cancel.  Based 
on our conversation yesterday, NCIE reviewed the permits and identified: 
 
●      2 permits sourced poultry products from the US. (C-3916 and 

C-8678).  When APHIS receives an OK to reissue these 2 permits, they 
will be reissued.  In the top right corner of each permit there will be the 
same permit number with the word "renewed" under it.  There will also 
be a statement under Restrictions in the body of the permit indicating 
that this permit was reinstated.  

 
●     21  permits indicated that the importer sourced poultry 

products from China, Sinapore, Taiwan, and/or Japan, all of 
these countries not eligible under FSIS requirements to export poultry 
meat to the US.  

  
●      2 permit listed the US, Sinapore, Malaysia an/or Taiwan as the 

poultry source.  The importer would have to request an 
amendment to their permit to specify the source to be US 
only.  When and if they do this, we will reissue the permit.  

 
●     5 permits did not provide a source on any documents submitted to 

APHIS. The applicant stated only that the product was being shipped 
from China and indicated a time and temperature for processing.  Most 
of our importers know if the product comes from the US there are no 
processing time or temperature requirements.  Therefore, we can only 
assume that the products were sourced from a China.  If FSIS would 
like to know the exact source for these products the information would 
have to come from the importers.  That said, when the word gets 
around to the ports regarding US sourcing is OK, then we can expect 
that a few of the importers will contact us to amend their permits. 

 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 



(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI: Imported Food Products Containing a Small Amount of Meat, Poultry, or 
Processed Egg Product Ingredients

Date: 03/20/2009 03:04 PM

FYI....This notice was posted on the various FSIS websites and is related 
to increased enforcement activities. 
 
It was the source of many of the questions raised by the Korean 
Veterinary Attache and Counselor Minister today. 
 
I believe we were able to satisfy them with answers to all their questions. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/20/2009 02:58 PM ----- 
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This section is being referred to FSIS.



From: Jere L Dick

To: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.
Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A Shea; Sharon M Coursey

Subject: FYI: Latest  version of exempted import products paper
Date: 03/09/2009 08:38 AM
Attachments: 3 9 09 8 35  paper version .doc 

FYI:  Results of weekend work and edits on the Products Options Memo. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/09/2009 08:35 AM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.
Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A Shea; Sharon M Coursey

Subject: FYI: Latest  version of exempted import products paper
Date: 03/09/2009 08:38 AM
Attachments: 3 9 09 8 35  paper version .doc 

FYI:  Results of weekend work and edits on the Products Options Memo. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/09/2009 08:35 AM ----- 
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This section is being referred to OSEC.



From: Jere L Dick

To: John Clifford; Bill Clay

cc: Shannon R Hamm; Paula Henstridge; Catherine S Fulton; Michael R Doerrer; 
Thomas J Myers; Karen A James-Preston; Jere L Dick

Subject: FYI: Meeting with FSIS 02-10-09
Date: 02/10/2009 04:30 PM

John, Bill, 
 
Our technical folks met again today with FSIS for quite some time today.  
It will be important for you to have this information going into the 1pm 
meeting tomorrow. 
 
It appears that several decisions are yet pending by FSIS, and that the 
cancellation of the other permits is not immediately imminent based upon 
the dates listed. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/10/2009 04:24 PM ----- 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/10/2009 04:17 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Elizabeth M Brown/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jere 

L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Christopher C 
Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Teresa M 
Martinez/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Maurine F Bell/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Cheryl L Berthoud/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Russell T Caplen/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Lynette D Williams/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA 

Subject Meeting with FSIS 
 
  

 
Tuesday, February 10, 2009, APHIS (VS and PPQ, VRS) met with FSIS in 



the first Team USDA meeting.  
 
APHIS and FSIS reviewed the list of 812 VS permits issued by for all meat 
and egg food commodities.  The previous list of 346 VS permits did not 
include egg commodities.  FSIS had previously relayed to APHIS that they 
did not regulate eggs and certain egg products so these egg commodities 
were removed for the original 812 list leaving 346 VS Permits issued for 
meat food products.  Based on APHIS' needing further clarification from 
FSIS regarding which egg commodities FSIS regulates, these egg 
commodities were added back to the original list resulting in 812 permits 
issued by VS.   
 
During the permit review,  a number of permits were eliminated based on 
FSIS's knowledge that the commodity was not regulated by FSIS or 
already met FSIS requirements.  APHIS will identify these permits and 
have a new list by Wednesday, February, 11, 2009  
 
FSIS will provide clarification to APHIS regarding egg commodities they 
regulate.  APHIS should have this information by Friday, February 13, 2009 
 
FSIS decided that they can not immediately cancel VS permits until they 
receive information from the importer that their product is from an 
approved source.  
 
FSIS will provide a letter for APHIS to send to the identified importers 
notifying each one the information needed by FSIS to make a 
determination on cancellation of permits. 
 
FSIS said they should have this information ready for APHIS by Friday, 
February 13, 2009 
 
PPQ, VRS will be meeting with CBP to provide them with a status of where 
APHIS and FSIS are with respect to these permits.  
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 



From: Jere L Dick

To: John Clifford; Bill Clay

cc: Shannon R Hamm; Paula Henstridge; Catherine S Fulton; Michael R Doerrer; 
Thomas J Myers; Karen A James-Preston; Jere L Dick

Subject: FYI: Meeting with FSIS 02-10-09
Date: 02/10/2009 04:30 PM

John, Bill, 
 
Our technical folks met again today with FSIS for quite some time today.  
It will be important for you to have this information going into the 1pm 
meeting tomorrow. 
 
It appears that several decisions are yet pending by FSIS, and that the 
cancellation of the other permits is not immediately imminent based upon 
the dates listed. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/10/2009 04:24 PM ----- 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/10/2009 04:17 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Elizabeth M Brown/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jere 

L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Christopher C 
Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Teresa M 
Martinez/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Maurine F Bell/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Cheryl L Berthoud/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Russell T Caplen/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Lynette D Williams/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA 

Subject Meeting with FSIS 
 
  

 
Tuesday, February 10, 2009, APHIS (VS and PPQ, VRS) met with FSIS in 



the first Team USDA meeting.  
 
APHIS and FSIS reviewed the list of 812 VS permits issued by for all meat 
and egg food commodities.  The previous list of 346 VS permits did not 
include egg commodities.  FSIS had previously relayed to APHIS that they 
did not regulate eggs and certain egg products so these egg commodities 
were removed for the original 812 list leaving 346 VS Permits issued for 
meat food products.  Based on APHIS' needing further clarification from 
FSIS regarding which egg commodities FSIS regulates, these egg 
commodities were added back to the original list resulting in 812 permits 
issued by VS.   
 
During the permit review,  a number of permits were eliminated based on 
FSIS's knowledge that the commodity was not regulated by FSIS or 
already met FSIS requirements.  APHIS will identify these permits and 
have a new list by Wednesday, February, 11, 2009  
 
FSIS will provide clarification to APHIS regarding egg commodities they 
regulate.  APHIS should have this information by Friday, February 13, 2009 
 
FSIS decided that they can not immediately cancel VS permits until they 
receive information from the importer that their product is from an 
approved source.  
 
FSIS will provide a letter for APHIS to send to the identified importers 
notifying each one the information needed by FSIS to make a 
determination on cancellation of permits. 
 
FSIS said they should have this information ready for APHIS by Friday, 
February 13, 2009 
 
PPQ, VRS will be meeting with CBP to provide them with a status of where 
APHIS and FSIS are with respect to these permits.  
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 



From: Jere L Dick

To: John Clifford; Bill Clay

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Catherine S Fulton; Sharon M Coursey; Jane E Levy; 
Shannon R Hamm

Subject: FYI: New APHIS List - Permits
Date: 02/12/2009 11:26 AM
Attachments: APHIS permits Sorted - New Policy.xls 

Bill/John, just an FYI...an update on guidance from FSIS as of 11:00 am 
this morning. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/12/2009 11:23 AM ----- 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/12/2009 11:12 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jere L 

Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Teresa M Martinez/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Lynette D Williams/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Fw: New APHIS List - Permits 
 
  

 
FYI only...this is a status report from FSIS.   FSIS is reviewing the permit 
list APHIS provided them. A few policies have changed since the meeting 
on Tuesday.   I underlined the areas that I consider important.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 



National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/12/2009 10:57 AM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: aphis oa; Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R 
Doerrer; Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov; 
Ronald.Jones@fsis.usda.gov

Subject: FYI: Permit issuing - update
Date: 03/26/2009 04:04 PM

 
Below, is an update on permit processing from APHIS: 
 
 
On March 19, 2009, APHIS had 211 permits on hold, and had 
cancelled 28 permits from China. 
 
Permits processed by APHIS to date (March 26): 
 
1.  Processed 148 permits - either new permits or for renewals 
2.  Included in  these 148 permits, are the 2 permits from China that 

were re-instated 
3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, NCIE has 

contacted all 28 of the permitees by phone and sent an e-mail to 
confirm that contact 

4.  Countries/territories for which NCIE has issued/re-issued permits 
to date include Argentina, Canada, China, Denmark, France, Hong 
Kong, India, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Mexico, the 
Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taipei, Thailand, and Vietnam, 

_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: aphis oa; Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R 
Doerrer; Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov; 
Ronald.Jones@fsis.usda.gov

Subject: FYI: Permit issuing - update
Date: 03/26/2009 04:04 PM

 
Below, is an update on permit processing from APHIS: 
 
 
On March 19, 2009, APHIS had 211 permits on hold, and had 
cancelled 28 permits from China. 
 
Permits processed by APHIS to date (March 26): 
 
1.  Processed 148 permits - either new permits or for renewals 
2.  Included in  these 148 permits, are the 2 permits from China that 

were re-instated 
3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, NCIE has 

contacted all 28 of the permitees by phone and sent an e-mail to 
confirm that contact 

4.  Countries/territories for which NCIE has issued/re-issued permits 
to date include Argentina, Canada, China, Denmark, France, Hong 
Kong, India, Indonesia, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Mexico, the 
Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taipei, Thailand, and Vietnam, 

_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: Catherine S Fulton; John Clifford

Subject: FYI: Permits issued for all products containing less than 2% meat from all 
countries. 

Date: 02/05/2009 07:00 PM
Attachments: 1FSIS counties permits 2 5 09.xls 

Bill, 
 
Here is the information we discussed earlier in the day.  Since then, I have 
tasked NAHPP to begin to rigorously review all of these permits with FSIS to 
make absolutely certain that each does/does not apply to their new 
regulatory interpretation.  They are also working to break the list down 
further regarding poultry products vs. other meat products.  This is a 
complicated task that will take a bit more time because FSIS indicated that 
their CFR is not up-to-date and we will need to work with them personally to 
insure accuracy. 
 
Also, as discussed, Japan and South Korea appear to take the greatest hit 
but we will not know the extent until our work is finished with FSIS. 
 
Thanks for your support this week. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/05/2009 06:29 PM ----- 
 



Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/05/2009 12:18 PM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Catherine S 

Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Larry M Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael 
R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Permits issued for all products containing less 
than 2% meat from all countries.  

 
  

 
Jere/Catherine -  
 
Here is the list of permits that are affected by the new FSIS enforcement 
decision.  There are a total of 346 permits for products containing less than 
2% meat (any type, not just poultry) from any country.  37 permits are from 
countries that FSIS considers equivalent; 309 permits are from countries that 
are not equivalent. 
 
I will send this information to FSIS after you have had a chance to see it 
first.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
BTW - the NCIE folks did an outstanding job pulling this information together 
over the past 24 hours.  This has not been an easy task because the e-
permits system does not yet have a report-generating function that will allow 
for easy queries of this type.  Consequently, the information below was 
generated by doing multiple keyword searches of the text contained in the 
database. 
 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 
▼ Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA 

(b)(6)



 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/05/2009 11:45 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M 

Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Tracye R Butler/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Teresa M 
Martinez/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Lynette D 
Williams/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Magde Elshafie/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Permits issued for all products containing less than 
2% meat from all countries.  

 
  

 
Attached is a spreadsheet identifying 346 Permits issued for products 
containing less then 2% meat from all countries:  
 
 
 
    

 
 
 

 37 Permits issued for products containing less then 2% meat from countries 
approved by FSIS:  
 
 
 
FSIS approved countries # of permits 

Australia 2 

Canada 15 

France 1 

Hong Kong 4 

Israel 6 

Mexico 5 

United Kingdom 4 



Grand Total 37 

  
 
 
309 Permits issued for products containing less then 2% meat from 
countries not approved by FSIS:  
 
Countries not approved by FSIS # of permits 

Argentina 5 

Brazil 4 

China 7 

Costa Rica 1 

Croatia 3 

Dominican Republic 2 

Egypt 2 

El Salvador 1 

Germany 1 

Guatemala 5 

India 1 

Jamaica 1 

Japan 67 

Jordan 1 

Peru 4 

Philippines 7 

Poland 2 

Saudi Arabia 1 

Singapore 8 

South Korea 170 

Switzerland 1 

Taiwan 9 

Thailand 5 

Venezuela 1 



Grand Total 309 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: aphis oa

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers

Subject: FYI: Permits Update March 30, 2009
Date: 03/30/2009 03:51 PM

 
Permits processed by APHIS to date (March 30): 
 
1.  Processed 168 permits - new permits or amendments 
2.  Included in  these 168 permits, are the 2 permits from China that 

were re-instated 
3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, APHIS has 

contacted all 28 of the permittee's by phone and sent an e-mail to 
confirm that contact 

4.  All expired permit that needed to be renewed during the time 
we suspended issuing permits have been completed with the 
90 day extension letter.  The permits currently being processed are  
for new and/or amendments received during the suspension period.  
We are also processing all permit requests we receive daily.  

5.  Countries/territories for which APHIS has issued/re-issued permits to 
date include Argentina, Canada, China, Denmark, France, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Korea, Jordan, Mexico, 
the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taipei, Taiwan Thailand, and 
Vietnam. 

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: aphis oa

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers

Subject: FYI: Permits Update March 30, 2009
Date: 03/30/2009 03:51 PM

 
Permits processed by APHIS to date (March 30): 
 
1.  Processed 168 permits - new permits or amendments 
2.  Included in  these 168 permits, are the 2 permits from China that 

were re-instated 
3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, APHIS has 

contacted all 28 of the permittee's by phone and sent an e-mail to 
confirm that contact 

4.  All expired permit that needed to be renewed during the time 
we suspended issuing permits have been completed with the 
90 day extension letter.  The permits currently being processed are  
for new and/or amendments received during the suspension period.  
We are also processing all permit requests we receive daily.  

5.  Countries/territories for which APHIS has issued/re-issued permits to 
date include Argentina, Canada, China, Denmark, France, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Korea, Jordan, Mexico, 
the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taipei, Taiwan Thailand, and 
Vietnam. 

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: ronald.jones@fsis.usdamgov,.ron.hicks@fsis.usda.gov

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI: Permitting
Date: 03/19/2009 08:33 AM

Based upon guidance from David Lazurus we will commence permitting 
activity this morning. 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Thomas J Myers; Michael J David

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Larry M Granger; John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI: Product Permits Decision
Date: 03/04/2009 03:40 PM

A final decision and meeting will be held tomorrow morning at 11:00 am 
with FSIS, FAS, etc. here downtown.  I will call you immediately after that 
meeting to provide guidance.  Folks should be ramping up to begin to 
issue product permits once again. 
 
Thanks. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Ron.Jones@fsis.usda.gov; Ron.Hicks@fsis.usda.gov

cc: Thomas J Myers; John Clifford; Maurine F Bell; Christopher C Robinson; 
Catherine S Fulton; Sharon S Fisher; Kevin A Shea; Bill Clay

Subject: FYI: Product Shipments currently on hold by CBP
Date: 02/20/2009 06:12 PM

Ron, FYI. 
 
I have instructed our staff to contact CBP (through PPQ/VRS) and let them 
know that we recommend, for product that has arrived under cancelled 
permits, that it be re-exported to the original exporting country.  It will be 
the responsibility of the shipper to decide if they chose to have the 
product re-exported, or destroyed.   
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Karen A James-Preston; Thomas J Myers; Michael R Doerrer

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI: Progress on Two Task Teams
Date: 02/13/2009 05:39 PM

Karen, 
 
Here is a rough timeline for our activities next week......assuming the 
Secretary gives it his blessing. 
 
I will report to Riverdale to have an NCIE allhands meeting at 9:00 on 
Tuesday.  Michael indicated he would assist with a room.  I will stay until I 
am comfortable with all the logistics and then leave Michael in charge 
since he was here this week and knows the nuances.  He will work closely 
with you to insure all of the first group of approximately 300 permits are 
cancelled by noon on Wednesday. 
 
I will talk more on Tuesday.  No need to respond now. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/13/2009 05:35 PM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; Thomas J Myers; Catherine S Fulton; Larry M 
Granger; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: FYI: Quick readout of Secretary's meeting
Date: 02/06/2009 12:35 PM

Kevin, 
 
I did not see the Administrator's Office copied on this email. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/06/2009 12:26 PM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: clay.hamilton@fas.usda.gov; ron.hicks@fsis.usda.gov; bryce.quick@fsis.usda.
gov; ronald.jones@fsis.usda.gov

cc: aphis oa; Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R 
Doerrer; Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers

Subject: FYI: Status of FSIS (211)  permit applications - April 10, 2009
Date: 04/10/2009 02:21 PM

All, 
 
The backlog of all 211 APHIS Permit Applications have been processed and 
accounted for: 
 
 Permit Applications processed by APHIS (April 10, 2009): 
 
1.  Processed 211 permits   
2.  Of the 211 permits, 9 permits had to be subtracted from the 211 total 

count.  These 9 permit applications were counted twice due to the fact 
that their application was counted both as an "On-Hold" shipment 
application and as a renewal or amended application.   "On-Hold" process 
and "permit application" process are two separate processes within 
ePermits.  

3.  Of the 211 permits processed, after receiving further documentation from 
the importers, we determined that 8 of these were for products regulated 
by FDA (6 for quail eggs and 2 for pet food) 

4.  Of the 211 permits, 1 application was for products amenable to FSIS 
(containing more then 2% meat).  This application was referred to FSIS. 

5.  Included in  these 211 permits, are the 2 permits from China that were re-
instated 

6.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, APHIS has contacted 
all 28 of the permittee's by phone and sent an e-mail to confirm that 
contact 

7.  All expired permits that needed to be renewed during the time we 
suspended issuing permits have been completed with the 90-day 
extension letter.  The permits currently being processed are  for new and/
or amendments received during the suspension period.  We are also 
processing all additional permit requests we receive daily.  

8.  2 permits were cancelled at the request of the applicant.  
9.  5 permit applications were closed/cancelled due to lack of response by the 

applicant.  These permittee's may apply for a new permit at any time.  



10.  Countries/territories for which APHIS has issued/re-issued permits to 
date include Argentina, Canada, China, Denmark, France, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Korea, Mexico, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan , Thailand, and Vietnam. 

 
Other than the new/amended application requests we receive daily and which 
we are now processing, APHIS has now processed, handled and caught up 
with the backlog of permits created due to FSIS' increased enforcement 
policies. This is the last report on the status of  permits that were held for 
processing. 
 
APHIS technical staff met with FSIS technical staff this past week in 
Riverdale to work on issues related to permit issuance beginning June 22, 
2009. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Beth.Gaston@osec.usda.gov

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton; Bill Clay; Sharon M Coursey; Larry M Granger; 
Thomas J Myers; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: FYI: Three Points for Discussion with Secretary
Date: 02/05/2009 05:41 PM
Attachments: Secretary issues 2009-02-05.doc 

Cindy, 
 
Hopefully this hits the mark for your request during our discussion earlier 
today.  Please let me know if you need any further clarification. 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI: Trace Amounts Table
Date: 03/19/2009 02:57 PM
Attachments: Trace Amounts-Table.doc 

Bill,  FYI only. 
 
I took the liberty of distilling down the decisions on the permits into one 
table.  As you can see, very little has changed over six weeks. 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI: Trace Amounts Table
Date: 03/19/2009 02:57 PM
Attachments: Trace Amounts-Table.doc 

Bill,  FYI only. 
 
I took the liberty of distilling down the decisions on the permits into one 
table.  As you can see, very little has changed over six weeks. 
 

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: Catherine S Fulton

Subject: FYI: Update on 2%
Date: 03/19/2009 11:49 AM
Attachments: 90 day TPS 03 19 09.doc 

FYI.....just keeping you in the loop. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/19/2009 11:46 AM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A Shea; Sharon 
M Coursey

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; Sharon S 
Fisher; Thomas J Myers

Subject: FYI: Update on Permit Issue (product containing 2% or less cooked ingredients)
Date: 03/05/2009 01:40 PM
Attachments: White paper 2 percent product 03 04 09.doc 

Talking Points on Import Permits.doc 
Talking Points on Import Permits-China.doc 

Bill, 
 
It appears that some notification outside the US (interagency) is now taking place 
regarding the permits issue.  However, I have not gotten a clear signal from the 
OSec (or any one else) that we are to start on actions within the timeline.  We are 
still on hold at this time, and FSIS indicated that they would call me when they 
would like to caucus again about the roll-out.   
 
Just wanted you to be aware in case you hear about it through other channels. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/05/2009 01:33 PM ----- 
 
Russell T Caplen/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
03/05/2009 11:07 AM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Clifford P Graham/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Dan J 

Sheesley/INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John K Greifer/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Fw: Update on Permit Issue (product containing 2% or 
less cooked ingredients) 

 
  

 
Catherine -- 
 
Per our telephone conversation, here is the March 4th e-mail from FAS to the USG 
inter-agency regarding permit issue with FSIS. 
 
Apparently, this has already been forwarded by DOS to their ECON offices at various 



U.S. Embassies (like Beijing). 
 
Regards, Russ 
 
==================================================== 
Russell T. Caplen 
USDA-APHIS-International Services 
Voice: 202/720-2163 
Fax:     202/690-2861 
 
----- Forwarded by Russell T Caplen/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/05/2009 08:22 AM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A Shea; Sharon 
M Coursey

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; Sharon S 
Fisher; Thomas J Myers

Subject: FYI: Update on Permit Issue (product containing 2% or less cooked ingredients)
Date: 03/05/2009 01:40 PM
Attachments: White paper 2 percent product 03 04 09.doc 

Talking Points on Import Permits.doc 
Talking Points on Import Permits-China.doc 

Bill, 
 
It appears that some notification outside the US (interagency) is now taking place 
regarding the permits issue.  However, I have not gotten a clear signal from the 
OSec (or any one else) that we are to start on actions within the timeline.  We are 
still on hold at this time, and FSIS indicated that they would call me when they 
would like to caucus again about the roll-out.   
 
Just wanted you to be aware in case you hear about it through other channels. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/05/2009 01:33 PM ----- 
 
Russell T Caplen/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
03/05/2009 11:07 AM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Clifford P Graham/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Dan J 

Sheesley/INTL/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John K Greifer/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Fw: Update on Permit Issue (product containing 2% or 
less cooked ingredients) 

 
  

 
Catherine -- 
 
Per our telephone conversation, here is the March 4th e-mail from FAS to the USG 
inter-agency regarding permit issue with FSIS. 
 
Apparently, this has already been forwarded by DOS to their ECON offices at various 



U.S. Embassies (like Beijing). 
 
Regards, Russ 
 
==================================================== 
Russell T. Caplen 
USDA-APHIS-International Services 
Voice: 202/720-2163 
Fax:     202/690-2861 
 
----- Forwarded by Russell T Caplen/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/05/2009 08:22 AM ----- 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: aphis oa

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton; Jessica D Milteer

Subject: FYI: Update on Permitting
Date: 03/24/2009 03:35 PM

Bill,  
 
As promised, here is an update on the APHIS permitting process. 
 
On March 19, 2009, NCIE had 211 permits on hold, and had cancelled 28 
permits from China. 
 
Permits processed by APHIS/VS/NCIE to date (March 24 @ 3PM): 
 
1.  Processed 109 permits - either new permits or for renewals 
2.  Included in  these 109 permits, are the 2 permits from China that were 

re-instated 
3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, NCIE has contacted 

all 28 of the permitees by phone and sent an e-mail to confirm that 
contact 

4.  Countries/territories for which NCIE has issued/re-issued permits to 
date include China, Taipei, Denmark, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Jordan, 
the Philippines, South Korea, Thailand, Argentina, Mexico, Vietnam, 
Jamaica, Canada, Singapore, and Hong Kong. 

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: John Clifford

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Thomas J Myers; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: FYI: Update: Cost Estimates for Permits
Date: 02/23/2009 03:42 PM

I called Michael Doerrer and explained that I had erred in my assessment 
of the arrangement for cost information, and explained that CBP would be 
coming back to you directly.  Ron Jones, FSIS, also stopped by to visit and 
I explained to him that CBP would be supplying you the information also.  
I told him that we would forward it as soon as we received it. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Jere L Dick

To: Thomas J Myers; Michael J David

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; John Clifford; Jose R Diez; Michael R Doerrer; 
Sharon S Fisher; Thomas J Myers; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: HEADS-UP:  Product Permit Issuance
Date: 03/04/2009 10:12 AM

It is highly likely that we could get the green light to begin to re-issue 
permits as early as this afternoon.  It is also likely that the interpretation 
will be for a "relaxed" interpretation of the word "poultry".  Folks in NCIE 
should be prepared to move quickly on that with FSIS once we get the 
OK.  I will forward you the latest TP's from yesterday in a separate email 
so you have them.  Pay particular attention to the Timeline of activities. 
 
Thanks! 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: John Clifford

To: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov; Sharon S Fisher

Subject: I need to meet with both of you this AM to discuss assignment on permits.
Date: 02/19/2009 07:10 AM
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From: Michael J David

To: Jere L Dick

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Thomas.J.Myers@aphis.usda.gov

Subject: Import Statement and Process
Date: 02/26/2009 01:54 PM
Importance: High

Jere ... the 2:30PM hour is almost here ... however, I wanted you to be 
aware that NCIE has formulated the "import statement" with FSIS, and 
has also developed  the process for issuing permits (at least through the 
next 18 months) ... both these items are currently getting a final review by 
FSIS (Mary Stanley) ... we have asked them to get back to us by 2PM.   
 
Michael 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Michael David, MS, VMD, MPH 
Director 
National Center for Import and Export 
International Animal Health Standards Team 
Veterinary Services 
4700 River Rd  Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
 
301-734-5324 (tel) 
301-734-6402 (fax) 
michael.j.david@aphis.usda.gov 
usa.oie@aphis.usda.gov 
 



From: Kevin A Shea

To: Ed C Curlett; APHIS OA

cc: Cindy home; Bethany X Jones; Cindy MRP; James C Ivy; Meghan K Klingel; Jere 
L Dick; John Clifford; Michael R Doerrer; Larry M Granger

Subject: IMPORTANT MESSAGE
Date: 02/16/2009 07:15 PM

From this point in, we cannot communicate via e-mail on the issue we 
have been discussing with FSIS.  Ed/Beth, please have a hard copy of all 
materials to me and to Cindy by 7:30 tomorrow (Tuesday Feb. 17).  
 
Please acknowledge receipt of this message.  



From: Jere L Dick

To: Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; Kevin A 
Shea; Sharon M Coursey

cc: John Clifford; Catherine S Fulton

Subject: IMPORTANT: Final memo
Date: 02/04/2009 09:10 AM
Attachments: 20090206 Vilsack-Ambo TeleCon BM.doc 

Cindy, I just received this.  It explains why they have chosen to focus 
away from the appropriations language that just mentioned China, and 
who has been communicating with the Secretary. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/04/2009 09:06 AM ----- 
 
John K Greifer/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/04/2009 09:04 AM 

 
To Sharon M Coursey/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John.

Clifford@aphis.usda.gov, Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Dan.J.Sheesley@aphis.usda.gov 

cc Lynn.Alfalla@aphis.usda.gov 
Subject Fw: Final memo 
 
  

 
Here is the FAS memo that went forward to Secretary last night regarding 
FSIS action on China, permits, etc.   
 
John G 
 
 
----- Forwarded by John K Greifer/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/04/2009 09:03 AM ----- 
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From: Michael R Doerrer

To: Jere L Dick; Sharon S Fisher

cc: Larry M Granger; Jacek Taniewski

Subject: Imported Poultry Products From China
Date: 01/27/2009 02:31 PM

Jere, 
 
Here are some points on the FSIS-detained shipment you called about. 
Please let me know if you need more info. As noted, NCIE is working on 
pulling together a list of valid APHIS permits for product that may not also 
meet FSIS requirements. 
 
 
●      NCIE was contacted by Steve McDermott, FSIS regarding VS 

Permit #C-8555 issued for Granulated Chicken Bouillon from China.  
The shipment entered with a valid VS Permit and an export veterinary 
health certificate meeting APHIS regulations.  All commercial VS 
permits for meat products have the following language: " 
Importer is 
responsible for 
obtaining any 
required 
authorization from 
the USDA, Food 
Safety and 
Inspection Service 
(FSIS).  FSIS may 
have specific 
public health 
requirements 
apart from USDA's 
animal health 
requirements.  
Importer to 
contact [(202) 
720-6400]".    

●     FSIS refused entry of the shipment of chicken bouillon because did not 
meet their import requirements outlined in FSIS regulation [9 CFR 
381.15(a)(3)], that both FDA and FSIS amenable imported poultry 
products must be sourced from poultry slaughtered in the U.S. or in 



another country having an equivalent poultry slaughter inspection 
program (to date, those countries are Canada, Chile, France, and 
Israel). 

●     Prior to 2008, there were FSIS approved facilities in China for poultry 
meat.  However, FSIS delisted all Chinese facilities in 2008. Accordingly, 
the Chinese facility at which the bouillon was produced no longer meets 
FSIS regulations.   

●     In 2008, after Chinese facilities were delisted by FSIS, FSIS took action 
on several Chinese shipments by detaining product.  

●     Until recently, the importer involved in this case has voluntarily 
destroyed product that FSIS deemed ineligible.  But now, the law firm 
representing the shipper of the bouillon advised FSIS that their client 
has several thousand pounds on voluntary hold and would like to re-
export the product back to China in lieu of destroying.  

●     On Friday, January 16, 2009, FSIS met with Foley & Lardner law firm 
regarding this shipment.  The client, (Kari-Out Co., New Jersey) had 
previously imported Chicken Base, Chicken Bouillon, and other chicken 
products from a company in Shanghai, China under a VS permit.  This 
imported product had been amenable to FSIS and met both APHIS and 
FSIS requirements. 

●     APHIS has no issue with the company re-exporting the product. Their 
ability to do so depends on FSIS.   

●     Meanwhile, APHIS and FSIS will meet to discuss this specific situation 
and discuss in general how we can work together to prevent future 
shipments of non eligible product from entering the U.S.  The law firm 
provided FSIS with samples of their client’s product as well as samples 
of similar poultry products being imported into the U.S.    

●     FSIS came to Riverdale over a year ago and presented this same issue 
and a conclusion was reached to incorporate a function in ePermits 
were the application would go to FSIS before APHIS could draft the 
permit.  This function would allow FSIS time to determine whether the 
product was amenable or not before APHIS issued the permit.  
However, FSIS never proceeded with the project because they could 
not determine how it was going to be funded. 

●     VS issues permits based on animal health concerns not human health 
concerns.  However, we try to work with out sister agencies FSIS and 
FDA when drafting permits by placing language on the permits to 
inform importers to contact the appropriate Agency.  

●     Based on the fact that this product does not meet FSIS requirements, 
they will take the lead on disposition.   



 
We are working to compile a list of valid APHIS import permits for poultry 
products from China that would need to meet FSIS requirements; we will 
forward that list as soon as possible. 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Bill Clay

Subject: Larry will be by to brief you on the FSIS discussions.  I need to talk to him 
about why he didn't take you as instructed. EOM

Date: 02/04/2009 02:13 PM

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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From: Thomas J Myers

To: Hamilton, Clay

cc: Jere L Dick; Catherine S Fulton; Larry M Granger; Michael R Doerrer; Derfler, 
Philip; Michael J David; Karen A James-Preston

Subject: List of countries affected - Re: RUSH: 2% TPs
Date: 03/19/2009 12:35 PM
Attachments: 90 day TPS 03 19 09.doc 

Hi Clay - Here is the list of countries affected (ie., permits for FSIS regulated 
products with < 2% meat/poultry/eggs): 
 
27 Countries with permits:  

 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
------------------------- 
------------------------ 
 

(b)(6)



▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA 
 
 
03/19/2009 10:29 AM 

 
To "Hamilton, Clay" <Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov> 
cc "Derfler, Philip" <Philip.Derfler@fsis.usda.gov>, 

Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M Granger/
CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Catherine S Fulton/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject RUSH: 2% TPs 
 
  

 
Clay, since it has been a few weeks I think it best to ask staff to recheck the 
list and send directly to you again.  I have no problem with you sending out 
the final. 
 
TJ, could you please assist asap.  Thanks! 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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From: Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov [mailto:Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2009 10:16 AM 
To: Derfler, Philip 
Cc: Hamilton, Clay 
Subject: RE: 2% TPs 
  
 
Agreed.  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: John Clifford

Subject:
Date: 03/08/2009 06:22 PM

Appears we are getting very close to doing what we did three weeks ago. 
Hopefully, OGC will add some sanity to all this...... 
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From: Michael R Doerrer

To: Jere L Dick

Subject:
Date: 02/19/2009 04:06 PM

As of 2/19: 
 
New requests: 70 
Renewal requests: 61 
Requests for amendments: 8 
Shipments on hold at ports w/o permits: 2 
Total: 141 
 
Total will increase by an average of 5 per day. 
 
__________________________ 
Michael Doerrer 
Chief of Staff 
National Animal Health Policy & Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Telephone: 301-734-5034 
Facsimile: 301-734-8818 
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From: Larry M Granger

To: Ronald.Jones@usda.gov; Ron.Hicks@usda.gov

cc: Bill Clay; Jere L Dick

Subject:
Date: 02/04/2009 03:25 PM

I have updated Bill Clay, our acting Administrator, and will send him a 
summary of today's activities by the end of the day. He would like to 
attend the 10:00 am meeting scheduled for  tomorrow, though I will 
probably have to call in. Thanks for the opportunity to spend time with 
you today. As it looks now we may have a data base query on the number 
of countries affected by tomorrow, for both poultry an meat used for 
human consumption that is from countries not equivalent to the USA. 
 
 
 
Larry M Granger, D.V.M. 
Director, Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
2150 Centre Ave, Bldg. B-2E121 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80526-8117 
Desk:  970.494.7201 
fax:      970.472.2668 
-------------------------- (b)(6)



From: Jere L Dick

To: Ronald.Jones@fsis.usda.gov

Subject:
Date: 03/05/2009 12:54 PM
Attachments: FSIS exempt 2-26.doc 

APHIS-FSIS Import Permit Appr Procedures0001.bmp 

 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 03/05/2009 12:52 PM ----- 
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From: Larry M Granger

To: Ron W Jones; Ron.Hicks@usda.gov

cc: Jere L Dick; Thomas J Myers

Subject:
Date: 02/04/2009 05:36 PM

Ron, we have hit a snag in our query of the data base we keep regarding 
issuance of permits. The product may have originated or simply been 
shipped from an equivalent country. We do not know if it is processed in 
an approved facility,  and product could have been sourced in an 
approved country but shipped to an unapproved country for packaging 
and then shipped to the US. We are querying permits based on products.  
Most permits are issued for product from countries that are not approved.
The brokers knew that previously FSIS did not regulate products less then 
2% and did not care what country they came from....that is why they are 
sourcing their product from those unapproved countries...it is cheaper. 
 
We will attempt to stratify by Country. This may be a good enough reason 
to justify FSIS's new policy position that no product can come into the US 
of meat or poultry origin for human consumption. FSIS will probably need 
to add some regulatory policy language for verification of origin. 
 
 
 
 
Larry M Granger, D.V.M. 
Director, Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
2150 Centre Ave, Bldg. B-2E121 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80526-8117 
Desk:  970.494.7201 
fax:      970.472.2668 
-------------------------- (b)(6)
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From: Larry M Granger

To: John Clifford; Jere L Dick

Subject:
Date: 01/30/2009 12:13 PM

Thank you both for taking the time with Karen James-Preston this 
morning.  I think she appreciated it. I certainly did, as it brought clarity to 
many issues that have come forward in my short time here.  
 
The meeting with her staff included Chris, Teresa, and Jacek. There is a 
strong sense of comaraderie evidenced in their relationships with each 
other and mutual respect for the positions they hold by office and those 
positions that they hold on issues. I am concerned that the realignment of 
duty and function to accomplish a mission of permitting responsibly 
(meaning in observance of all government restrictions on imports) may be 
larger than any staff can handle alone while doing their "day jobs". As I 
develop a greater sense of how this progresses, I will let you know what 
resources may be necessary, and those entities that need to be involved. 
If you have more background that may be of value, please let me know. 
 
To that end, however, as an immediate priority we understand the need to 
begin that process with our sister agency in USDA - FSIS. You can expect 
a report on that activity every two weeks. 
 
Additionally, we are cancelling PRC permits that are FSIS amenable as you 
have directed, to be done immediately.  
 
I am confident that the staff recognizes the need for responsibility, mutual 
respect, multi-directional accountability, recognition of chain-of command, 
and is committted to building that healthy relationship with your office 
that is so important for improvement of morale in this unit and overall 
morale in Veterinary Services. This staff recognizes the effort you are 
making and is committed to making equal effort.  
 
We are anxious to move forward with all three of these areas. If I have 
missed anything in the discussion, please let me know. 
 
 
 
Larry M Granger, D.V.M. 
Director, Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 



2150 Centre Ave, Bldg. B-2E121 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80526-8117 
Desk:  970.494.7201 
fax:      970.472.2668 
-------------------------- (b)(6)



From: Karen A James-Preston

To: Jere L Dick

Subject: meant to send you this earlier but my computer had a problem.
Date: 02/02/2009 02:06 PM

FYI only, 
 
 
●     FSIS approved China to process poultry meat from FSIS approved 

sources (countries eligible to slaughter product based on their inspection system 
being equivalent to the US)  

 
●     At this time China is not an approved source, so they can not use their own 

poultry meat 
 
●     China was only able to import poultry meat from FSIS approved sources, 

process the meat in China and export the poultry meat to the U.S. 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 



From: Catherine S Fulton

To: Jere L Dick; Andrea C McNally; Bill Clay; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane E Levy; 
John Clifford; Kevin A Shea; Sharon M Coursey; Paula Henstridge

cc: Larry M Granger; Thomas J Myers; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: Meat import update
Date: 02/06/2009 04:10 PM
Attachments: 1FSIS counties permits 2 5 09.xls 

All- 
 
Dr. Dick asked that I provide you with the following update.  The attachment 
is the same info, but includes the sample certificate. 

 
 

Imports of Products with Small Amounts of Meat - Update 
February 4, 2009 

 
January 27: FSIS contacted APHIS regarding a shipment of granulated 
chicken bouillon from China. The shipment entered with a valid VS permit and 
an export veterinary health certificate meeting APHIS regulations, Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP) had questions, CBP stopped the shipment, and 
FSIS refused entry because the chicken bouillon did not meet FSIS import 
requirements outlined in 9 CFR 381.15(a)(3). 
 
January 30: At FSIS’ request, APHIS cancelled 29 permits for the importation 
of products from China that contain small amounts (less than 2 percent) of 
poultry ingredients. The original number of 32 permits was refined upon 
individual examination of the permits. These permits met APHIS requirements 
under animal health regulations, and at the time did not have FSIS 
requirements because the meat content was less than 2 percent. Plant 
Protection and Quarantine’s Veterinary Regulatory Services forwarded the 
import alert to CBP on January 31. 
 
We initially reported that 35 and then 31 permits would need to be cancelled. 
The initial number was obtained from a preliminary search of the ePermits 
database. That number was subsequently revised as the individual permits were 
individually reviewed to ensure they met the criteria. 
 
This table summarizes the amount of product that was shipped under the 29 
permits since September 2007 prior to their cancellation: 
 
Name of Importer (number of shipments)    Weight    Entered Value 



Nestlé (20)    2,316.04 kg    $110,877 
Nisson (9)    400,379 kg    $2,039,515 
American Tohkin Enterprise (29)    1,277,654 kg    $3,187,561 
Wei-Chuan USA International (5)    40,514.4 kg    $91,798 
DesignPac Gifts, LLC (2)    Not available    $209,982 
Golden International Import and Export Corp. (1)    Not available    $680 
Madison One Acme, Inc. (1)    Not available    $32,059 
T&H Trading Co. Inc. (1)    Not available    $1,540         
Total        $5,664,012 
 
February 3: APHIS, FSIS, FAS, and IS held a phone conference. According 
to that discussion, FSIS’ intent is to regulate the importation of meat products 
for human consumption, regardless of how little meat the product contains.  
 
February 3: To gauge the amount of product that may be affected by a change 
in enforcement, APHIS prepared a spreadsheet of permits that have been 
issued by APHIS for China-origin poultry products that fall under APHIS or 
joint jurisdiction:  
●     APHIS only (feathers): 57 permits. 
●     APHIS-FSIS (products for human consumption excluding eggs and egg 

products): 29 permits (these permits were cancelled, as noted above). 
●     APHIS-FDA edible (eggs, egg products, chondroitin sulfate): 174 permits. 
●     APHIS-FDA inedible (pet products): 134 permits. 
 
February 4: APHIS is searching the ePermit database to determine how many 
permits have been issued by APHIS for products containing less than 2 percent 
of any meat from any country. We will then break out the permits by country. 
This data will be available February 5 APHIS’ ePermit database currently does 
not have an adequate reporting function to accomplish commodity-specific searches 
easily. However, planned upgrades for ePermits will facilitate these searches in the 
future.  
 
 
February 4: Larry Granger of APHIS met with Ron Hicks and Ron Jones 
(among others) of FSIS. The following topics were discussed: 
 
●     FSIS is aware that the Secretary will meet with China on Friday.  

 
●     The recent change in enforcement of meat imports by FSIS is not solely 

directed at China and is not due to language in the Omnibus Appropriations 
Bill known as the DeLauro amendment.  



 
●     FSIS will require that any meat or meat product for human consumption 

must come from a country whose food inspection system is equivalent to 
that of the United States. FSIS has not determined when the requirement 
will go into effect. (Meat products not for human consumption, such as pet 
food, are the jurisdiction of the FDA.) 
 

●     APHIS had been unclear as to the regulatory basis for FSIS’ expanded 
authority over all meat products because the regulation previously cited (9 
CFR 381.15) specifies poultry. Today FSIS indicated that it is using its 
broad authority under the Federal Meat Inspection Act to regulate all meat 
products in the same manner as poultry. 
 

●     FSIS is discussing how to notify trading partners globally of the new 
requirement. FSIS is drafting a letter to be distributed through FAS and may 
also pursue emergency notification through the World Trade Organization.  
 

●     FSIS is likely to ask APHIS to cancel all approved permits for the 
importation of meat and meat products from nonequivalent countries, which 
are all countries except Australia, Canada, Chile, France, Great Britain, 
Hong Kong, Israel, Mexico, and New Zealand. As noted above, we are 
searching our ePermit database to see how many permits would be affected*.  
 

●     FSIS views APHIS as the “permitting portal” for USDA. A joint FSIS/
APHIS  
e-certification working group will determine what process would be 
appropriate for APHIS and FSIS to jointly issue permits that would cover 
their respective authorities. Currently, FSIS does not issue permits; 
however, language on the APHIS permits tells importers to contact FSIS 
and FDA for their requirements. In addition, APHIS sends a copy of each 
permit to FSIS after it is approved. FSIS also recognizes that it needs to 
interface with CBP on this issue. APHIS has an MOU with CBP, but FSIS 
does not. 
 

●     FSIS indicated that it will be contacting FDA management to discuss the 
appropriate regulation of imports of FDA edible (eggs) and inedible (pet 
food) products, and to request that FDA participate with FSIS and APHIS in 
briefings to Congress. VS has also initiated technical discussions with FDA. 

 
February 5: APHIS (Jere Dick, Larry Granger, Cindy Smith, and others) met 



with FSIS.  FSIS has determined that, under the authority of both the Poultry 
Inspection Act and the Meat Inspection Act, they will no longer approve the 
importation of products for human consumption containing less than 2 percent 
meat from any country or facility that is not equivalent to the United States. 
Based on this determination, FSIS will likely ask APHIS to rescind permits 
issued by APHIS under our animal health import regulations for such products. 
 
February 5: APHIS sent a document forward that outlined three outstanding 
items for which APHIS will need guidance from the Secretary: 
 
●     The recent discussions with FSIS have raised questions about the 

applicability of the DeLauro amendment to permits issued by APHIS. The 
central question is does the amendment language apply only to edible (for 
human consumption) poultry products from China or does it encompass all 
poultry products from China?  Products that could fall under the definition 
of edible (eggs) or nonedible (pet food, feathers) poultry products are 
regulated by FDA and/or APHIS. However, neither FDA nor APHIS has 
taken action to halt these imports from China. 
 

●     Based on the FSIS decision, APHIS will now be engaged more closely with 
FSIS in the permitting process for the importation of meat and poultry 
products for human consumption with less than 2 percent meat or poultry 
ingredients. However, APHIS also issues permits, based on animal health 
considerations, for products that enter the human food chain for which FDA 
has primary jurisdiction (eggs, nutriceuticals). To date, FDA has not shown 
an interest in working with APHIS to jointly oversee this permitting 
process; consequently, our permits for these products bear a statement 
directing the importer to contact FDA and comply with their regulations. 
Does the Department wish to request that FDA take a more forward role in 
the permitting process for these products for human consumption?   
 

●     APHIS also issues permits, based on animal health considerations, for 
nonedible (not for human consumption) products for which FDA has 
primary regulatory jurisdiction. The greatest example of this is pet food. As 
above, FDA has not shown an interest in working with APHIS to jointly 
oversee this permitting process; consequently, our permits for these 
products also bear a statement directing the importer to contact FDA and 
comply with their regulations. Does the Department wish to request that 
FDA take a more forward role in the permitting process for these pet food 



products and other nonedible products?   
 
 
February 6: APHIS continues to respond as information from FSIS is 
forthcoming: 
 
●     APHIS has determined the number of permits that would be affected by the 

new FSIS enforcement decision. A total of 346 permits have been issued for 
products containing less than 2 percent meat (any type, not just poultry) 
from any country.  Of these, 37 permits are from countries that FSIS 
considers equivalent; 309 permits are from countries that are not equivalent. 
 

●     APHIS, with the Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), will then 
determine which specific permits will be rescinded. It will take time to 
cancel those permits, which number approximately 300. 
 

●     If FSIS notifies the World Trade Organization (WTO) or trading partners 
about the permit cancellations, APHIS will need to notify the World 
Organization for Animal Health (OIE), the global intergovernmental 
organization for animal health, that USDA is not taking this action due to a 
risk to animal health. 
 

●     APHIS issues import permits for many animal-origin products based on 
animal health requirements. Among these are products that are also under 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) jurisdiction, such as eggs, 
pharmaceuticals, and pet foods. APHIS needs clear direction on whether 
this recent FSIS interpretation of their requirements will also affect poultry 
products regulated exclusively by APHIS (feathers) and those regulated by 
FDA. 

 
APHIS VS will continue to provide updates. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Catherine 
========== 
Catherine S. Fulton 
Chief of Staff 
USDA/APHIS/ Veterinary Services Deputy Administrator 
202-720-6836 
 



▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/05/2009 07:00 PM 

 
To Andrea C McNally/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Bill Clay/

MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.
gov, Jane E Levy/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Kevin A 
Shea/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Sharon M Coursey/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, John 
Clifford/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject FYI: Permits issued for all products containing less 
than 2% meat from all countries.  

 
  

 
Bill, 
 
Here is the information we discussed earlier in the day.  Since then, I have 
tasked NAHPP to begin to rigorously review all of these permits with FSIS to 
make absolutely certain that each does/does not apply to their new 
regulatory interpretation.  They are also working to break the list down 
further regarding poultry products vs. other meat products.  This is a 
complicated task that will take a bit more time because FSIS indicated that 
their CFR is not up-to-date and we will need to work with them personally to 
insure accuracy. 
 
Also, as discussed, Japan and South Korea appear to take the greatest hit 
but we will not know the extent until our work is finished with FSIS. 
 
Thanks for your support this week. 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/05/2009 06:29 PM ----- 
 



Thomas J Myers/MD/
APHIS/USDA 
 
 
02/05/2009 12:18 PM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Catherine S 

Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Larry M Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael 
R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Re: Permits issued for all products containing less 
than 2% meat from all countries.  

 
  

 
Jere/Catherine -  
 
Here is the list of permits that are affected by the new FSIS enforcement 
decision.  There are a total of 346 permits for products containing less than 
2% meat (any type, not just poultry) from any country.  37 permits are from 
countries that FSIS considers equivalent; 309 permits are from countries that 
are not equivalent. 
 
I will send this information to FSIS after you have had a chance to see it 
first.  Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
BTW - the NCIE folks did an outstanding job pulling this information together 
over the past 24 hours.  This has not been an easy task because the e-
permits system does not yet have a report-generating function that will allow 
for easy queries of this type.  Consequently, the information below was 
generated by doing multiple keyword searches of the text contained in the 
database. 
 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 
▼ Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA 

(b)(6)



 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/05/2009 11:45 AM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M 

Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Tracye R Butler/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Teresa M 
Martinez/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Lynette D 
Williams/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Magde Elshafie/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Permits issued for all products containing less than 
2% meat from all countries.  

 
  

 
Attached is a spreadsheet identifying 346 Permits issued for products 
containing less then 2% meat from all countries:  
 
 
 
    

 
 
 

 37 Permits issued for products containing less then 2% meat from countries 
approved by FSIS:  
 
 
 
FSIS approved countries # of permits 

Australia 2 

Canada 15 

France 1 

Hong Kong 4 

Israel 6 

Mexico 5 

United Kingdom 4 



Grand Total 37 

  
 
 
309 Permits issued for products containing less then 2% meat from 
countries not approved by FSIS:  
 
Countries not approved by FSIS # of permits 

Argentina 5 

Brazil 4 

China 7 

Costa Rica 1 

Croatia 3 

Dominican Republic 2 

Egypt 2 

El Salvador 1 

Germany 1 

Guatemala 5 

India 1 

Jamaica 1 

Japan 67 

Jordan 1 

Peru 4 

Philippines 7 

Poland 2 

Saudi Arabia 1 

Singapore 8 

South Korea 170 

Switzerland 1 

Taiwan 9 

Thailand 5 

Venezuela 1 



Grand Total 309 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 
 
 



From: Thomas J Myers

To: Jere L Dick; Catherine S Fulton; John Clifford

cc: Elizabeth M Brown; Alisa D Robinson; Karen A James-Preston; Larry M Granger; 
Michael R Doerrer; Jill B Rolland

Subject: Meat products import update for Feb 4
Date: 02/04/2009 05:38 PM
Attachments: Meat imports update for OA 2-4-09e.doc 

Jere/Catherine - as requested: 
 

 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 

(b)(6)



From: Russell T Caplen

To: Jere L Dick

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Dan.J.Sheesley@aphis.usda.gov; John K Greifer; Larry M 
Granger

Subject: Meeting Summary
Date: 02/09/2009 04:25 PM

Jere -- 
 
Per your below e-mail, here is a brief summary of today's 3:00 p.m. 
meeting with a Chinese Embassy representative regarding USDA's 
enforcement of 9 CFR 381.15.  FAS may distribute a more detailed 
meeting summary later today or early tomorrow, however, the basic 
points of today's discussion (which were not APHIS-related) are listed 
below. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions or require clarifying 
information. 
 
Regards, Russ 
 
Meeting participants included the following: 
 
1)    Zhao Baoqing, Chinese Embassy Representative 
2)    Phil Derfler, FSIS 
3)    Russ Caplen, APHIS 
4)    Clay Hamilton, FAS 
5)    Wade Sheppard, FAS 
6)    Dan Berman, FAS 
 
The purpose of this meeting was to provide an opportunity for Mr. Zhao to 
gain a better understanding about the reasoning behind USDA's 
enforcement of 9 CFR 381.15 to prevent importation of foreign-origin food 
products containing 2 percent or less cooked poultry ingredients from 
countries that were not recognized by FSIS as being equivalent. 
 
FSIS made the following clarifying points during today's discussions: 
 
●     9 CFR 381.15 is a very old regulation dating back to 1972; 
●     This regulation clearly outlines that poultry products (including food 

products containing less than 2 percent cooked poultry ingredients) can 
only be imported from countries recognized as being equivalent by FSIS. 



●     In January 2009 FSIS became aware that imported food product with 
cooked poultry ingredients was being imported into the United States 
and FSIS took action to prevent further importation.  This is not a 
regulatory action taken only against China and will impact many other 
trading partners as well.  Additionally, FSIS has rejected these types of 
shipments in the past on a case-by-case basis.   

●     When pressed, FAS and FSIS reiterated that 9 CFR 381.15 was a long 
standing regulation and therefore there was not specific obligation to 
notify the WTO.  However, in the spirit of transparency USDA was 
reaching out to China and other trading partners to explain why food 
products containing 2 percent  or less cooked poultry ingredients could 
not be imported into the United States from a country that was not 
recognized by FSIS as equivalent. 

●     FSIS also emphasized that any product currently on the water en route 
to the U.S. would be denied entry in accordance with 9 CFR 381.15.  
Unfortunately, FSIS could not authorize a grace period. 

●     FSIS was taking this action to ensure that the provisions of 9 CFR 
381.15 were clearly: (1) Defined and explained to both the public and 
trading partners and (2) Enforced by U.S. regulatory authorities.  

●     Finally, it was made clear that any regulatory action taken to enforce 9 
CFR 381.15 was in no way associated with the "DeLauro Amendment" 
which effectively prevents USDA for promulgating new regulations that 
would authorize the importation of Chinese-origin cooked poultry 
meat.   

 
 
 
▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA 
 
 
02/09/2009 01:39 PM 

 
To John K Greifer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Dan.J.

Sheesley@aphis.usda.gov, Russell.T.Caplen@aphis.
usda.gov 

Subject Re: Fw: Meeting with Chinese Embassy this 
afternoon 

 
  

 
 



 
Thanks, John.  That would be great.  
 
By copy of this email I will ask that Russ attend on our behalf and provide 
us all with a brief synopsis.  Thanks Russ!  I will let Clay know.  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
 
 
John K Greifer/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/09/2009 01:36 PM  

 
 

To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA  
cc Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Russell.T.

Caplen@aphis.usda.gov, Dan.J.Sheesley@aphis.usda.gov  
Subject Fw: Meeting with Chinese Embassy this afternoon 
 
 
  

 
 
Jere, Russ is avaiable to join you or cover for you if need be.  Russ knows 
the China embassy person very well.  Please send him email direct if you 
would like his support and company as I will be in a briefing.    
 
-- John G  
 
 
 
 

----- Forwarded by John K Greifer/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/09/2009 01:35 PM -----  



------------------------------------ 
------------------------------------    
 
 
--------------------------   

 
 

---  ------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------   
--  --------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
---------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------------------   
---------  -------------------------------------------------------  
 
 
  

 
 
 
-------------   
   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
- ’----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
–----------------------------------------------------------------------   
   
------   
 

This section is being referred to FAS.



------ ----------------- 

--- ------------- - ---------------------------------------- - --------------------------------- 

--- ------------------- - ---------------- - --------------- - ---------------------------------- - 
--------------------- - ------------------ - -------------------- 

--------- ------------------------------------------------------- 
------ -------------------------- 

------------- 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
- ’----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
–---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
------ 

This section is being referred to FAS.



From: Thomas J Myers

To: Bill Clay

cc: Catherine S Fulton; Jere L Dick; Larry M Granger; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: Meeting with FSIS at 10:00 this morning
Date: 02/05/2009 09:30 AM

Hi Bill - 
 
Larry Granger asked me to contact you.  He just got contacted by FSIS - 
They want to meet at 10:00 this morning and Larry needs you to attend with 
him.  He is on his way downtown right now - hopefully he will get there in 
time. 
 
Sorry for the short notice. 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 

(b)(6)



From: Karen A James-Preston

To: Thomas J Myers

cc: Elizabeth M Brown; Jere L Dick; Christopher C Robinson; Teresa M Martinez; 
Maurine F Bell; Cheryl L Berthoud; Russell T Caplen; Lynette D Williams

Subject: Meeting with FSIS
Date: 02/10/2009 04:17 PM

Tuesday, February 10, 2009, APHIS (VS and PPQ, VRS) met with FSIS in 
the first Team USDA meeting.  
 
APHIS and FSIS reviewed the list of 812 VS permits issued by for all meat 
and egg food commodities.  The previous list of 346 VS permits did not 
include egg commodities.  FSIS had previously relayed to APHIS that they 
did not regulate eggs and certain egg products so these egg commodities 
were removed for the original 812 list leaving 346 VS Permits issued for 
meat food products.  Based on APHIS' needing  further clarification from 
FSIS regarding which egg commodities FSIS regulates, these egg 
commodities were added back to the original list resulting in 812 permits 
issued by VS.   
 
During the permit review,  a number of permits were eliminated based on 
FSIS's knowledge that the commodity was not regulated by FSIS or 
already met FSIS requirements.  APHIS will identify these permits and 
have a new list by Wednesday, February, 11, 2009  
 
FSIS will provide clarification to APHIS regarding egg commodities they 
regulate.  APHIs should have this information by Friday, February 13, 2009 
 
FSIS decided that they can not immediately cancel VS permits until they 
receive information from the importer that their product is from an 
approved sourse.  
 
FSIS will provide a letter for APHIS to send to the identified importers 
notifying each one the information needed by FSIS to make a 
determination on cancellation of permits. 
 
FSIS said they should have this information ready for APHIS by Friday, 
February 13, 2009 
 
PPQ, VRS will be meeting with CBP to provide them with a status of where 
APHIS and FSIS are with respect to these permits.  
 



PS (off the record)  FSIS has no idea how they plan to enforce this. 
 
 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 



From: Michael R Doerrer

To: Jere L Dick

Subject: More info on FSIS issue
Date: 01/27/2009 02:54 PM

Jere --  
 
Karen is reaching out to Mr. Steve McDermott, Executive Associate, Office 
of Internal Affairs, FSIS, to discuss and resolve these issues. 
 
I have confirmed that FSIS did not inform us that Chinese facilities were 
de-listed. Obviously, now that we know, we will no longer issue these 
sorts of permits. 
 
__________________________ 
Michael Doerrer 
Chief of Staff 
National Animal Health Policy & Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Telephone: 301-734-5034 
Facsimile: 301-734-8818 
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From: Amy R Spillman

To: Michael R Doerrer

cc: Michelle W Wenberg; Stephen Kidd; Jere L Dick

Subject: Other questions:  Poultry Imports from China - document review draft 
comments - Dr. Robinson & Elshafie please review

Date: 01/28/2009 01:08 PM

Michael and all, 
 
If OGC determines that "implements" includes not just new rules but also 
carrying out operations associated with rules/regs that were already 
published before 2008, and the work we did to "implement" the rule/reg 
was in issuing 42 permits---is it possible that this permitting work could be 
identified as a user fee activity?  If so, then we could state that the work 
was covered by our user fee collections.  If we receive user fee collections 
outside of the Appropriations Act, then Sec 733 wouldn't apply, would it?  
I guess it depends on who issued the permits, though, and whether they 
were charged to Fund 52/Appropriated or Fund 75/User Fees.  Anyway, 
just a thought.  
 
Thanks, 
Amy 
_______________________ 
Amy Spillman 
Management Analyst 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road, 4A-03.62 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
 
Tel: 301-734-5288 
Fax: 301-734-8818 
amy.r.spillman@aphis.usda.gov 
 
 
▼ Amy R Spillman/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 



Amy R Spillman/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
01/28/2009 12:43 PM 

 
To Stephen Kidd/MD/APHIS/USDA 
cc Michelle W Wenberg/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
Subject FYI: Poultry Imports from China - document 

review draft comments - Dr. Robinson & Elshafie 
please review 

 
  

 
Hi Steve, 
 
Per our discussion, we have a few questions/issues to be addressed: 
 
1. The Consolidated Approriations Act of 2008 referenced below---was that 
the actual bill that gave us our money last year and did the language 
included in the general provisions apply to us?  If so, did VS receive 
guidance on Sec 733 (the China language) from PPD [SEC. 733. None of the 
funds made available in this Act may be used to establish or implement a rule allowing 
poultry products to be imported into the United States from the People's Republic of 

China"]? 
 
2. If the Sec 733 language was valid, would that impact us (APHIS)?  We 
didn't actually publish any rules, we were just carrying out our duties as 
usual. 
 
Background: We just found out that FSIS delisted previously certified 
poultry establishments in China in 2008.  However, APHIS was still issuing 
permits to the China poultry exporters because they met our (APHIS) 
requirements.  I think we issued 42 permits during this gray area time.   
 
Thanks, 
A. 
_______________________ 
Amy Spillman 
Management Analyst 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road, 4A-03.62 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
 
Tel: 301-734-5288 



Fax: 301-734-8818 
amy.r.spillman@aphis.usda.gov 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Amy R Spillman/MD/APHIS/USDA on 01/28/2009 12:35 PM ----- 
 
Michael R Doerrer/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
01/28/2009 12:24 PM 

 
To Amy R Spillman/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc  

Subject Fw: Poultry Imports from China - document 
review draft comments - Dr. Robinson & Elshafie 
please review 

 
  

 
 
 
__________________________ 
Michael Doerrer 
Chief of Staff 
National Animal Health Policy & Programs 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Telephone: 301-734-5034 
Facsimile: 301-734-8818 
----- Forwarded by Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA on 01/28/2009 12:24 PM ----- 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
01/28/2009 11:34 AM 

 
To Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M 

Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael R 
Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Tracye R Butler/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Teresa M Martinez/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Magde Elshafie/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Bambi A 
Gutierrez/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Pamela A 
Simpson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Simone J 
Dedrick/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Fw: Poultry Imports from China - document 
review draft comments - Dr. Robinson & Elshafie 
please review 

 
  

 



Jere,  Attached is the information requested regarding the number of 
shipments.  The final column (number of shipments) has been left blank 
due to no information available at this time. As soon as I get the 
information I will resent the entire chart again. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Also regarding the Bill you requested NCIE review.  This what NCIE found 
when we reviewed the referenced documents:    
 
 
 
The full text of H.R. 2764 (Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008)  is 
located at:  http://www.opencongress.org/bill/110-h2764/text. 
 
●     It is a massive appropriations bill, which allocates funds to APHIS for 

various programs.  However, it does stipulate in Title VII, General 
Provisions:  

 
"SEC. 733. None of the funds made available in this Act may be used to establish or 
implement a rule allowing poultry products to be imported into the United States from the 
People's Republic of China".  
 
●     On April, 20, 2006 FSIS posted the following on their News & Events website:  http://

www.fsis.usda.gov/News_&_Events/NR_042006_01/index.asp: 
 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) today 
announced a final rule making the People's Republic of China eligible to export processed 
poultry products from approved sources to the United States...." 
 
●     Lastly, this is the publication of the final rule in the federal register:  

http://www.fsis.usda.gov/OPPDE/rdad/FRPubs/05-012F.pdf: 
 
All poultry products exported from China must comply with all other U.S. requirements, 
including the restrictions under the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). 
- Jere, All products entering with a valid VS Permit and proper health 
certifications regarding mitigations do meet APHIS requirements and are 
enterable based on APHIS requirements. .  
 
All poultry products exported from the People’s Republic of China to the United States will be 



subject to reinspection at the U.S. ports of entry by FSIS inspectors as required by law.  
 
Products from a country eligible to export poultry products must also comply with all other U.
S. requirements, including ...  and the restrictions under Title 9, part 94 of the (APHIS) 
regulations that relate to the importation of poultry and poultry products from foreign 
countries into the United States. APHIS has classified China as a region where the highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) subtype H5N1 is considered to exist (9 CFR 94.6(d)). 
Those products that APHIS has restricted from entering the United States because of animal 
disease conditions in the country of origin will be refused entry before reaching an FSIS 
import inspection facility. FSIS and APHIS work closely to ensure that poultry and poultry 
products imported into the United States comply with the regulatory requirements of both 
agencies. APHIS and FSIS communicate regularly to ensure that the products APHIS has 
restricted from entering the United States because of animal disease concerns are not 
imported into the United States.  
 
Note: Please note that FSIS and APHIS communicate regularly (Monthly 
conference calls) and it has been a standard policy in which all parties agreed 
that APHIS would continue to maintain the language on our permits 
referring importer to FSIS in which they are responsible for obtaining 
required authorization from FSIS and that we provide FSIS will copies of 
each permit for product amenable to them.  
 
One issue we discussed with FSIS is that if these products are to meet their 
requirements then they should require these shipments to be accompanied by 
FSIS certification language.  This is not the case as we understand.  If FSIS 
did this, it would solve this issues.  By doing this CPB would know that they 
would be able to hold any shipment from any country if not accompanied by 
the FSIS certificate.   Again this was brought up during one of our monthly 
meeting with FSIS and they did not want to do this.  
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
▼ Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
▼ Jere L Dick 



 
    ----- Original Message ----- 
    From: Jere L Dick 
    Sent: 01/27/2009 05:02 PM EST 
    To: Karen James-Preston 
    Cc: Christopher Robinson; Larry Granger; Lynette Williams; Michael 
Doerrer; Tracye Butler 
    Subject: Re: Fw: Imports of Poultry Products from China 
Thanks, It is his point in #2 that may be problematic, depending upon the 
actual language.  
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This section is being referred to OSEC.



From: John Clifford

Sent By: Catherine S Fulton

To: Quick, Bryce; Bill Clay

cc: Kevin A Shea; Jere L Dick; Hicks, Ron; Jane E Levy

Subject: Paper on import action for the 2:30 pm today
Date: 02/26/2009 02:35 PM
Importance: High
Attachments: APHIS-FSIS approval steps.doc 

All- 
 
Attached are the short & quick APHIS-FSIS Interim Procedures for Import 
Permit Approvals of FSIS Regulated Products, developed by APHIS and 
FSIS technical staffs.  It also includes language that will go onto APHIS 
permits. 
 

 
 
John 
▼ ------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
-------------------------- 
-------------------------   
 
 
--------------------------  
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From: Michael J David

To: Michael R Doerrer; Jere L Dick

cc: Karen A James-Preston

Subject: Permits - best guesstimate breakdown
Date: 02/13/2009 12:43 PM

Michael, 
 
Below is a breakdown of the permits ... based on the spreadsheet that 
listed over 800 permits.  I want to continue to emphasize that these are 
estimates and not hard and fast numbers.   
 
 
Total permits (based on the spreadsheet):            815 
●     less number FSIS cancelled or wants to cancel        -->295 
●     less quail egg type permits                -->70 
●     less APHIS specific permits                -->94 
 
This leaves a balance of  356 permits which FSIS still is trying to figure out 
what to do with.   Of these pending 356 permits ... over 90%  (say about 
325) contain eggs and/or egg products,  At this time ... we are still waiting 
for FSIS to make their determination as to what they regulate and what 
they can let go. 
 
Michael 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------- 
Michael David, MS, VMD, MPH 
Director 
National Center for Import and Export 
International Animal Health Standards Team 
Veterinary Services 
4700 River Rd  Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD 20737 
 
301-734-5324 (tel) 
301-734-6402 (fax) 
michael.j.david@aphis.usda.gov 
usa.oie@aphis.usda.gov 
 



From: Thomas J Myers

To: Jere L Dick; Catherine S Fulton

cc: Karen A James-Preston; Christopher C Robinson; Jill B Rolland; Joyce W Bowling-
Heyward; Larry M Granger; Tracye R Butler; Michael R Doerrer

Subject: Permits issued for Poultry Products from China (FSIS, FDA, APHIS)
Date: 02/03/2009 02:00 PM
Attachments: China Poultry Permits 1-29-09.xls 

CHINA APHIS PERMIt--ccr.xls 
CHINA FDA EDIBLE PERMITS-CCR.xls 
CHINA FDA INEDIBLE PERMITS-CCR.xls 

Jere and Catherine: 
 
This is a follow-up to the information we sent yesterday on poultry products 
from China.  The spreadsheet on the cancelled FSIS amenable permits has 
been updated - there were actually 29 permits cancelled, not 31.  Also, the 
information we sent yesterday indicated that there were approximately 800 
permits issued by APHIS for non-FSIS amenable poultry products.  The 
actual number is 365.  Our original query resulted in a large number of 
duplicate results, particularly for permits that were issued and then 
amended.  These permits are broken down into the three categories listed in 
Karen's e-mail below. 
 
Please let me know if you need anything else. 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 
▼ Karen A James-Preston/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 

(b)(6)



Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/03/2009 01:33 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Larry M 

Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Jill B Rolland/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Christopher 

C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Tracye R 
Butler/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Teresa M Martinez/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Magde Elshafie/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Lynette D Williams/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA, Joyce W Bowling-Heyward/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject Permits issued for Products from China (FSIS, FDA, 
APHIS) 

 
  

 
As requested here are 4 worksheets identifying 394 VS Import Permits 
issued for China-origin poultry products which have either FSIS jurisdiction, 
FDA's jurisdiction (edible and inedible) or solely APHIS jurisdiction.  The 
breakdown of the spreadsheets are as follows: 
 
 
1.  FSIS  poultry permits - 29 (poultry products for human consumption 

excluding egg products) * this has been updated 
2.  APHIS poultry permits - 57  (Feathers) 
3.  FDA edible poultry permits - 174  (eggs, food products containing eggs, 

chondroitin sulfate) 
4.  FDA inedible poultry permits - 134 issued (Pet food, pet treats, pet chews) 
 
   
  
 
●     Permits with FSIS Jurisdiction for human consumption: 
 

 
 
 
●     Permits with Only APHIS Jurisdiction (feathers): 
 

                          
 



 
 
●     Permits with FDA Jurisdiction that contain edible products for human consumption (egg and egg 

products, chondroitin sulfate) 
 

                                              
 
 
 
●     Products with FDA Jurisdiction that contain inedible products for animal consumption (petfood, pet 

chews, pet treats, cosmetics, amino acid powder, etc): 
 
                                     

  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 



From: Karen A James-Preston

To: Jere L Dick; Michael J David; Gary S Colgrove

cc: Thomas J Myers; Christopher C Robinson; Teresa M Martinez; Lynette D 
Williams; Magde Elshafie; Tracye R Butler

Subject: Permits Update March 30, 2009
Date: 03/30/2009 03:35 PM

 
 
Permits processed by APHIS to date (March 30): 
 
1.  Processed 168 permits - new permits or amendments 
2.  Included in  these 168 permits, are the 2 permits from China that 

were re-instated 
3.  Of the 28 permits from China that were cancelled, APHIS has 

contacted all 28 of the permittee's by phone and sent an e-mail to 
confirm that contact 

4.  All expired permit that needed to be renewed during the time 
we suspended issuing permits have been completed with the 
90 day extension letter.  The permits currently being processed are  
for new and/or amendments received during the suspension period.  
We are also processing all permit requests we receive daily.  

5.  Countries/territories for which APHIS has issued/re-issued permits to 
date include Argentina, Canada, China, Denmark, France, Hong Kong, 
India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Korea, Jordan, Mexico, 
the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taipei, Taiwan Thailand, and 
Vietnam 

 
 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
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From: Thomas J Myers

To: Clay.Hamilton@fas.usda.gov; Philip.Derfler@fsis.usda.gov

cc: Jere L Dick; Catherine S Fulton; Jose R Diez; Bill Clay; Kevin A Shea

Subject: Permitting status - Re: Fw: Revised Background and talking points
Date: 03/12/2009 05:31 PM
Attachments: 90 day TPS 03 12 09.doc 

Hi Clay and Phil - 
We have not begun reissuing permits yet.  I spoke to Cindy Smith and she 
said she hoped to review and approve the summary from yesterday's 
meeting by the end of today.  Phil, have you heard from Ron?  I saw the 
FSIS Chief of Staff, Lisa, this afternoon, and she said she would make sure 
Ron looked at the summary.  If we get an OK from Cindy and Ron soon, we 
could begin permitting tomorrow. 
TJ 
 
*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 
▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
03/12/2009 05:24 PM 

 
To Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA, Thomas J 

Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA 
cc  

Subject Fw: Revised Background and talking points 
 
  

 
 
Fyi 
 
 

(b)(6)
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Thomas J Myers

cc: Michael J David; Larry M Granger; Michael R Doerrer; Catherine S Fulton; John 
Clifford

Subject: Permitting
Date: 03/19/2009 09:31 AM

I am likely to get asked how many permits we have to do and about how 
long it will take. Could you get me that info sometime today please. 
 
Thanks 



From: Jere L Dick

To: kenneth.petersen@fsis.usda.gov

Subject: Poultry Plants
Date: 03/23/2009 10:52 AM

Hi Ken, 
 
We are working on an issue regarding poultry shipped to Russia.  Can you 
give me the number of Poultry Inspection Facilities in the United States? 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 



From: Larry M Granger

To: Jere L Dick; John Clifford

Subject: poultry productd seized
Date: 01/29/2009 04:50 PM

Here is what we came up with. 
 
 
 
Larry M Granger, D.V.M. 
Director, Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
2150 Centre Ave, Bldg. B-2E121 
Fort Collins, Colorado 80526-8117 
Desk:  970.494.7201 
fax:      970.472.2668 
-------------------------- 
--------------------------------- Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA on 01/29/2009 04:48 PM ----- 
 
Karen A James-Preston/
MD/APHIS/USDA  
 
 
01/29/2009 04:43 PM 

 
To Larry M Granger/CO/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Michael 

R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Jacek 
Taniewski/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc Christopher C Robinson/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Teresa M Martinez/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 
Magde Elshafie/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Lynette 
D Williams/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Tracye R 
Butler/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

Subject  
 
  

 
Larry, Michael, Jacek, 
 
Based on your request for to do a query to find out the number of poultry 
products from China seized at the ports:   
 
Between 1/2007 thru 12/2008, there were a total of 65 Emergency Action 
Notifications (EAN's) issued and recorded by CBP at the ports of entry for 
various poultry products entering from China that did not meet APHIS 
import requirements.  The majority of these products were found at small 
hubs (i.e., Fed Ex, UPS, etc) and based on the amounts they did not 
appear to be what is considered a commercial shipment (i.e.,1000kg). 

(b)(6)



 
(Please note that these EANs are not related to the recent FSIS issue.)   
 
 
The query was "poultry", "avian" and "bird" and "China" from the port of 
entry.  Below is a table with the categories we were able to query: 
 
 

SIZE OF SHIPMENT TYPE OF PRODUCT  NUMBER OF 
SHIPMENTS 

Non Commercial  Perishable cooked 15 

Commercial Shrimp dumpling - 
species tested and 
found poultry * 

1 

Commercial and Non 
Commercial 

Bouillon cubes 5 

Non Commercial Dehydrated powder 8 

Commercial and Non 
Commercial 

Products containing 
extracts 

15 

Commercial and Non 
Commercial 

Other (soup stock, 
fat with meat, 
powder flavor, 
dehydrated chicken 
meat) 

7 

Commercial and Non 
Commercial 

Poultry shelf stable 
product 

14 

 
 
*One query was for poultry 
from China.   The importer 
entered the product as 
"shrimp dumplings" and CBP 
asked FSIS to do a species 
test on APHIS's behalf and 
found out that there were 
traces of chicken.  Base 
on the fact that the 
produced did not meet 
APHIS requirements on 
entry because it contained 
chicken and did not have a 
VS Permit, it was refused 



entry.  
   
 
 
 
 
Karen A. James-Preston, DVM, MPA 
Director, TTST, Animal Products 
National Center for Import and Export 
Veterinary Services, APHIS 
(301) 734-8172 Desk 
(301) 734-6354 Fax 
 
 



From: Ed C Curlett

To: Bethany.X.Jones@aphis.usda.gov; James.C.Ivy@aphis.usda.gov; John.
Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Meghan K Klingel

Subject: preliminary documents
Date: 02/15/2009 04:08 PM
Attachments: Communication Plan - Cancelled Import Permits.doc 

Talkers on Permit Issue.doc 
Q&A on Import Permit Action.doc 

Hello everyone,
Here is a communications strategy, a Q and A, and talking points that 
FSIS is clearing through their leadership.  Carol asked me not to share 
this far and wide as their leadership has not wieghed in.  I realize that 
many of you only have BB access. I will not attempt to paste these 
documents in here as it would run too long. Here are highlights.  The 
comm plan is a chart like document that lists the typcial notifications 
made during a rollout.  Your've seen these types of charts before in 
our comm plans. The highlights of the chart are that a meeting with 
OSEC at 8 a.m. Tuesday will determine timing of the rollout.  The 
chart assumes that communications will begin tomorrow to annouce 
this.  A press briefing is planned.  Our A an Qs were incorporated into 
theirs and are unchanged except for a couple questions where they 
added more FSIS content.  The talking points are exactly what we 
provided except for the first point.  I've pasted it here.  I will let you 
know what I see updated documents from Carol.  Thanks.
 

●     The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) regulates domestic and imported meat, poultry, and egg 
products under statutory authority of the Federal Meat Inspection Act 
(FMIA), the Poultry Products Inspection Act (PPIA), and the Egg Products 
Inspection Act (EPIA).  All products for human consumption made using 
meat, poultry or processed egg products that are not prepared under the U.
S. inspection system or an equivalent foreign food regulatory system are 
not eligible to enter the United States, even if they were made with only a 
relatively small amount of meat, poultry, or egg ingredients.  

And lastly, one question in their Q and A that may be for us is "... 
.....Import permits are required for entry into the United States and are 
verified by U.S. Department of Agriculture (and Customs and Border 
Protection ?)
 
Any thoughts on that?  Thanks!



 
Ed
Ed
 
 
 
Ed C. Curlett 
Director, Public Affairs 
Legislative & Public Affairs 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(301) 734-3256 (phone) 
(301) 734-5221 (fax)  
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From: Sharon M Coursey

To: Diana L Hoffman

cc: John H Payne; Paula Henstridge; Rebecca A Bech; SallyAnn.Liska@osec.usda.
gov; Steve Crook; APHIS OA; Jere L Dick

Subject: Re:  Heads up for OA and ODA re Secretary meeting (teleconference) with 
Chinese embassy Friday  2/6/09 on "soup mixes"

Date: 02/05/2009 06:20 PM
Attachments: Briefing paper_China_soup mixes_2-5-09.doc 

Thanks, Diane. VS has been keeping Bill C and Cindy apprised and they 
have had several discussions. Thanks again. 
 _________________________ 
Dr. Sharon Coursey 
Chief of Staff 
USDA-Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
Washington, DC  20250 
Phone  202-690-2288 
sharon.m.coursey@aphis.usda.gov 
▼ Diana L Hoffman/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Diana L Hoffman/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/05/2009 04:55 PM 

 
To Paula Henstridge/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Sharon 

M Coursey/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Rebecca A 
Bech/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 

cc John H Payne/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Steve 
Crook/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, SallyAnn.
Liska@osec.usda.gov 

Subject Heads up for OA and ODA re Secretary meeting 
(teleconference) with Chinese embassy Friday 
2/6/09 on "soup mixes" 

 
  

 
Hello, 
 
I wanted to ensure you were informed of tomorrow's meeting. 
 
Thank you 
 
Thank you 
 
Diana Hoffman 



Acting Chief of Staff 
USDA-APHIS-PPQ 
J.L. Whitten Building 
1400 Independence Ave. SW, Room 302-E 
Washington, D.C. 20250 
Phone: (202) 720-6399 
Fax: 202-690-0472 
 
 
 
PPQ QPAS Staff Officer 
Quarantine Policy Analysis & Support 
(301) 734-6334  (Office) 
----------------------------------- 
------------------------------------ gov 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Diana L Hoffman/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/05/2009 04:51 PM ----- 
 
Ingrid E Berlanger/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/05/2009 04:22 PM 

 
To Diana L Hoffman/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Steve 

Crook/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Alan S Green/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, William E 

Thomas/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Maurine F Bell/
MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, Matthew A Rhoads/MD/
APHIS/USDA@USDA, Craig Fedchock/MD/APHIS/
USDA@USDA 

Subject Heads up for ODA re Secretary meeting Chinese 
embassy tomorrow on "soup mixes" 

 
  

 
Hi Di and Steve- 
 
PHP (esp VRS) wants to give ODA and OA a quick heads up that the 
Secretary is talking with the Chinese embassy tomorrow about the paper 
attached. We got the paper via VS. 
 
APHIS VS has been issuing permits for imports of cooked products 
containing less than 2% poultry. APHIS may be impacted indirectly 
financially by the cancellation of these permits. FSIS does not have an 
MOU with CBP and will not be liable for the increased cost for CBP to stop 
the permitted commodities and re-export or destroy them. There are 29 

(b)(6)



permits so far that have been cancelled for 8 major companies including 
Nestle.  If things escalate as VS anticipates they will, they will be canceling 
up to 700 permits in the next 30 days. The work load on CBP will increase 
and they may request funds from APHIS for this work.  We just wanted 
you to be aware of the situation and tomorrow's meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
********************** 
Ingrid E. Berlanger 
USDA APHIS 
Plant Protection and Quarantine 
Plant Health Programs 
Riverdale 4C-01.78 
(202) 286-6187 (cell)  
(301) 734-7491 
ingrid.e.berlanger@aphis.usda.gov 
 
 
 



From: Bill Clay

To: Jere L Dick

cc: Andrea.C.McNally@aphis.usda.gov; Beth.Gaston@osec.usda.gov; Cindy.J.
Smith@aphis.usda.gov; Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov; Jane.E.Levy@aphis.usda.
gov; John.Clifford@aphis.usda.gov; Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov; Sharon.M.
Coursey@aphis.usda.gov

Subject: Re: 
Date: 03/05/2009 03:17 PM

Jere, 
 
You covered it well.  Good summary. 
 
Bill 
 
▼ Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA 
 
 
03/05/2009 03:13 PM 

 
To "Cindy.Smith@osec.usda.gov" <Cindy.Smith@osec.

usda.gov> 
cc "Andrea.C.McNally@aphis.usda.gov" <Andrea.C.

McNally@aphis.usda.gov>, "Beth.Gaston@osec.
usda.gov" <Beth.Gaston@osec.usda.gov>, "Bill.
Clay@aphis.usda.gov" <Bill.Clay@aphis.usda.gov>, 
"Cindy.J.Smith@aphis.usda.gov" <Cindy.J.
Smith@aphis.usda.gov>, "Jane.E.Levy@aphis.usda.
gov" <Jane.E.Levy@aphis.usda.gov>, "John.
Clifford@aphis.usda.gov" <John.Clifford@aphis.
usda.gov>, "Kevin.A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov" <Kevin.
A.Shea@aphis.usda.gov>, "Sharon.M.
Coursey@aphis.usda.gov" <Sharon.M.
Coursey@aphis.usda.gov> 

Subject Re:  
 
  

 
 
 
Hi Cindy,  In short, not much progress was made at the 11:00 am 
meeting.  
 
Discussion points revolved around:  
●     What steps in the timeline would be included in the "1st" days 



activities when we do implement the timeline.  The tentative 
decision was Steps 1-5 would be covered the first day.  The rest of 
the steps the next day.  

●     When would the OSec like to proceed.....today yet, or tomorrow....
to do more preparation and allow a weekend between Friday and 
Monday activities.  Bryce indicated that more discussions would 
need to occur with David Lazarus.   All the calls would need to be 
set up and considerable logistics still need to be addressed by 
FSIS, as they are lead on most of the calls.  

●     Who would actually like to do the briefings.....ie. would the OSec 
or other Undersecretaries like to be involved, or just have the 
programs (FSIS/FAS/APHIS, etc) lead the calls.  Bryce was to 
check.  

●     Are there TP's (a Script) that would be used during the actual calls 
that are scheduled in the Timeline.  I suggested the TPs developed 
for the Secretary could simply be scaled back and used.  Carol 
Blake was to take the lead to do that during lunch.  I offered LPA 
assistance again, and as it turns out Ed Curlett was going to be 
meeting with them at 1 pm today anyway, so they were going to 
caucus. I also gave Beth Jones a brief update after our meeting.  
She was comfortable with Ed's involvement.  FAS will also have 
their LPA folks involved.  

●     Everyone was to meet in 231-E at 1:00 pm again.  I went to the room 
and it was empty.  In talking to the FSIS COS, apparently David L had 
just returned to the building and Bryce had not yet visited with him so 
the meeting was cancelled.  I told her that I would be in my office this 
afternoon when they were ready to meet again. 

 
For now, APHIS awaits their lead.  I have talked to staff several times 
today and we are ready to begin permitting again when we receive word.  
In addition, we have received the name of two FSIS employees as 
contacts for permit information clearance, and we have given them two 
employees from VS.  
 
Bill Clay attended.  Bill anything else I missed?  
 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 



Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
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From: Jere L Dick

To: Bethany X Jones

cc: Jose R Diez

Subject: Re: 
Date: 02/04/2009 06:27 PM

And thank you and your staff! 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
▼ Bethany X Jones/MD/APHIS/USDA 
 
 
Bethany X Jones/MD/
APHIS/USDA  
 
 
02/04/2009 06:26 PM 

 
To Jose R Diez/MD/APHIS/USDA, "Dr. Jere Dick" 

<Jere.L.Dick@aphis.usda.gov> 
cc  

Subject  
 
  

 
Nice job today, guys. Thanks for all your help, and have a good evening! 
 



From: Karen A James-Preston

To: Thomas J Myers

cc: Michael R Doerrer; Larry M Granger; Christopher C Robinson; Tracye R Butler; 
Joyce W Bowling-Heyward; Jere L Dick

Subject: Re: 2 6 09 10 04 Fw: Permits issued for all products containing less than 2% meat 
from all countries.

Date: 02/06/2009 06:26 PM

Understood.  
Dr.  Karen A. James-Preston 
▼ Thomas J Myers 
 
    ----- Original Message ----- 
    From: Thomas J Myers 
    Sent: 02/06/2009 05:26 PM EST 
    To: Karen James-Preston 
    Cc: Michael Doerrer; Larry Granger; Christopher Robinson; Tracye Butler; 
Joyce Bowling-Heyward; Jere Dick 
    Subject: Fw: 2 6 09 10 04 Fw: Permits issued for all products containing 
less than 2% meat from all countries. 
Hi Karen - 
 
Please see Jere's message below to Bill Smith at FSIS when he sent the 
spreadsheet to them earlier today.  Jere's expectation is that we are 
reviewing each permit with FSIS for them to determine what may or may 
not need to be cancelled.  I know that you will be meeting with them to 
discuss this next week, and that until the Secretary and the FSIS 
Administrator make a final decision on what scope and timeline this decision 
will take, we cannot be certain what permits we may be asked to rescind.  
However, just be aware that when this gets rolling next week, there will be 
an expectation that we keep track of which permits, how many and from 
what countries, are being rescinded.   
 
Also, based on your conversation with Steve earlier today, you indicated that 
he thought some of the permits in the spreadsheet were under FDA and not 
FSIS jurisdiction.  That begs the question, are there permits we did not 
include in the spreadsheet because we thought they were FDA items, but 
might also be FSIS items?  When you meet with FSIS you will need to decide 
whether or not you need to do additional queries of the database. 
 
Thanks 
TJ 
 



*************************************************************** 
Dr. T.J. Myers, Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
 
National Animal Health Policy and Programs 
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
4700 River Road; Unit 33 
Riverdale, MD  20737 
 
Desk: 301-734-7677 
------------------------ 
 
----- Forwarded by Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/06/2009 05:08 PM ----- 
 
Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/
USDA  
 
 
02/06/2009 12:52 PM 

 
To Thomas J Myers/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
cc Michael R Doerrer/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA, 

Catherine S Fulton/MD/APHIS/USDA@USDA 
Subject Fw: 2 6 09 10 04 Fw: Permits issued for all products 

containing less than 2% meat from all countries. 
 
  

 
FYI 
_________________________________ 
Jere L. Dick, DVM 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Chief of Field Operations 
USDA-APHIS-Veterinary Services 
Washington DC, 20250 
Telephone: 202-720-5193 
Facsimile: 202-690-4171 
 
 
----- Forwarded by Jere L Dick/MD/APHIS/USDA on 02/06/2009 12:51 PM ----- 
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