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RE: FOIA REQUEST 

Dear Ms. Woods: 

Pursuant to the Freedom ofInformation Act, 5 U.S.C. 5 . ended, Public Employe for 
Environmental Responsibility (PEER) r uests records reflecting the Agency~c h,' ations 
regarding the cultivation ofgenetically ng: neeJ."ed or genetica;lly modified crops (hereafter 
"OE") on national wildlife refuges. Spe ificalJy, we request the following: 

i 
L All communications to and from ouiside (non • .federal)\en,tities, including corporations, or 

individuals concerning cultivatio 0 f OE crops on national wildlife refuges; and 
I 

2. All communications to and from otl: er federal agencie$, including the U.S. Fish and 
I 

Wildlife Service and the Dep ent-ofInteriot, concern.ing cultivation of OE crops on 
national wildlife refuges. . 

: 

These requests should cover communica . OIlS from January 1, 2009 to the present. 
, 

For any documents or portions ofdocum nt~ that you block release due to specific exemption(s) 
from the requirements of the Freedom 0 In1i)rmation Act, ple~e provide an index itemizing and 
describing the documents or portions of oc .unents withheld. ':;me index should, pursuant to the 
holding ofVal!ghn v. Rosen (484 F.2d 8 0 ID.C. Cir. 1973] em. denied. 415 U.S. 977 [1974]), 
provide a detai1ed justification for daim' g:~. particular exemption that explains why each such 
exemption applies to the. document or po '0 It ofa document w1.thheld. 

i 

PEER requests that all fees be waived be au ~e "disclosure oftlle information is in the public 
interest ... and is not primarily in the co m::rcial interest ofthe requestor" (5l,J.S.C. 552 (a)

I·' • 

(4)(A»: \ 
, 

1. The record,; concern the operations or Cl!vities a/the Govef:nment. 
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The FOlA request is. by its tenns.limited to identifiable activities of the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), Anirlal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS). 

. I 

2. The disclosure o/the requested recordJ is likely to contripute to public understanding o/these 
operations or activities. . I 

The requested material concerns infonn.ati :>0 relating to age~cy interactions regarding cultivating 
GE crops on national wildlife refuges. As the. thrust ofour IfOIA request is to document agency 
communications on OE crops, the request,~d documents are precisely on point oftbe subject 
matter ofthe request. ! 

, 

3. The release a/these requested records }.'ill contribute si~ificantly to public understanding of 
the governmental activities. 
While it is difficult to warran:t in advance b seeing just how significant the information will be to 
the general public, the nature of the infOrDliltion should shed some direct light on how 
nongovernmental en.tities playa rote in go", ·emment.business~ 

, 
I 

WhiJe a certain segment ofthe population I ~as a keen interest in whether GE crops are cultivated 
on national. wildlife refuges, the broader pu\)licinterest served by this request concerns agency 
operations and the role ofnongovemmenta; entities, includin$ corporations and individuals, on 
the activities of the agency. 

PEER believes that the disclosure of comm ,micatiODS regardi~g GE crops on wildlife refuges 
will offer the general public a textbook example of outside influence on government activities 
and how the agency influences other govern::nent operations p1n-suant to this. The general public 
also has a keen interest in any factor bearinf on decisions m~e by the agency where all sides 
may not have been equally represented and ';vhere the safety o~ OUI environment and food supply 
is at issue. ' 

PEER intends to provide the requested infornation to the general public though ­

> Release to the news media; i 
> Posting on the PEER web page whkh draws between. ,000 and 10,000 viewers per day; 

and 
)0 Publication in PEER' 5 newsletter tb:it has a circulatio~ of approximately 20,000, 

including 1,500 environmentaljouITIalists. ' 

Through these methods. PEER gen.erates an ~ ,verage of 1.5 mainstream news articles per day. 
Moreover, PEER has repeatedly demonstrate,:l the ability to gen¢rate nationwide news coverage 
concerning acti,vitiesoccurring within the US:JA. I 

i 
I 

4. Disclosure would not serve a commercial hterest o/the requif.ytor. 
Disclosure is in no way connected with any c(:mmercial interestlQf the requestors in that PEER is 
a nonprofit, nonpartisan public interest ol'2anhation. concerned ¥th upholding the public tI'USt 
through responsible management ofour nation's resources and vyith supporting professional 
integrity within public land management and pollution control agencies. To that end, PEER is 

I 



i 
designated as a tax-exempt organization \.nder section 501 (p) (3) of the Internal Revenue code. 

Ifyou have any questions about this PO}). request, please contact me . I look 
forward to receiving the agency's final re~ponse within 20 v.;orking days. 

I 

! 

. oug ass . 
Staff Counsel . 




