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Ms. Cindy J. Smith 
Administrator 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
C/O Dr. Maurine Bell 
4700 River Road, Unit 129 
Riverdale, MD 2073 7 

SUBJECT: USDA Approval for the Handling of Regulated Garbage at 
Meadows Field Airport 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

Kern County Airports is looking to establish a compliance agreement to handle 
international garbage at Meadows Field Arrport in Bakersfield, CA, In  2007 and 2008, 
Meadows Field Airport handled international flights from Guadalajara, Mexico via 
Mexicana Airlines. During that time Atlantic Aviation had a compliance agreement in 
place to handle international garbage at Meadows Field. Kern County Atrports would 
like to enter into a new compliance agreement to handle garbage for corporate aircraft 
looking for Customs clearance at Meadows Field. 

Kern County Auports currently receives, on average, about one aircraft a month looking 
to clear Customs at Meadows Field Airport, with minimal garbee, roughly a 13-15 
gallon size bag of garbage. All garbage removed from an international flight is treated as 
regulated garbage; therefore, no method of separating would be required. The garbage is 
removed h m  the flight and immediately place into a rigid, leak-proof container with a 
locking, tightly-fitting cover. The container is lettered with lhe words "REGULATED 
GARBAGE" in EngIish and Spanish, with the lettering at least four inches high. Garbage 
is maintained locked in the containers for a maximum of 48 hours. Within that 48 hour 
time fiame garbage will be processed by way of steam sterilization. The equipment is 
located on site, next to the Customs and Border Protection facility. We will p rows  
garbage at 240 degreesfor 120 minutes. Once garbage has been processed, it is sent to 
local landfill by way of local refbse company (Varner Brothers). 

In the event that the local sterilizer fails; Kern County Airports has an agreement with 
Kern Medical Center (KMC), located at 1700 Mount Vernon Ave, Bakersfield, CA 
93306, to utilize their sterilizer. At which time the garbage would be transported, locked 
in the rigid, leak-proof containers and processed within the 48 hour time frame. 
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Kern County Airports will provide training for personnel authorized to handle and 
process regdated garbage. Training will include: 

1. Definition of regulated garbage; 
2. Explanation and purpose of the regulations 
3. Inclusion of film, slides, or other training aids of foreign animal and plant 

diseases and pest; 
4. Specific outlineby demonstration, illustration, o r  pictureof proper regulated 

garbage handling procedures for the facility and step-by-step procedures fiom 
stripping of aircraft to disposal. A written, step-by-step protocol for reporting 
and handling emergency spills, maintaining control of regulated materials, and 
the cleaning and disinfecting of affected areas and equipment. 

Kern County Airport formally requests approval to process regulated garbage at 
Meadows Field &-port and request that you forward the most current relevant 
Compliance Agreement for our review. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

   
Deputy Director 

(b)(6)











(b)(6)


