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m
RE: _ Freedom of Information Act Request
' ’ 2 20m
Dear Ms. Woods: , . . : _ APR ]

. The Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine (PCRM) is submitting this Freedom
i of Information Act (FOIA) request pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C.
' § 551 et seq. The agency must rcspond to this, and all FOIA requests, with the
“presumption in favor of disclosure, in order to renew [its] commitment to the principles
embodied in FOIA, and to usher in a new era of open Government.”' PCRM and the
public have a right to demand public accountability from féderal agencies hke the U.S.

Department of Agriculture (USDA) “In the face of doubt, openness prevails. "2

PCRM seeks copies of the following:

All photographs and video footage of chimpanzees currently, or formerly,
owned or maintained at research facilities.

PCRMisa non-profit organization that promotes effective, ethical, and compassionate
scientific research, including promoting alternatives to the use of animals is research,
testing, and education. :

We request that you waive any fee, including search and duplication costs, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(@)(A)iil) and 45 C.F.R. §5.45. This FOIA request meets all of the
regulatory requirements for public interest fee waivers. The first such factor is whether
~ disclosure of the requested information is “likely to contribute significantly to public

" understanding of government operations or activities.” 45 C.F.R. §5.45(2). The records

! The Whlte House, President Barack Obama, Memarandum of January 21 2009—Freedom of Infomatzon
Act. 74 Fed. Reg. 4681 (Jan. 26, 2009).
d
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requested herein are in the public interest because they pertain directly to the activities of
the USDA. These records would reveal information about the USDA’s current
operations, including the care of the chimpanzee population maintained by the agency.

~ Very little information is publicly available regarding research chimpanzees, thus this
information would contribute significantly to public understandlng Therefore, this factor
is satisfied. Id. § 5.45(b).

The other factor to consider is “the requester's commercial interest and, if so, whether this
effect outweighs the advancement of that public interest.” Id. § 5.45(c). PCRM has no
commercial interest in the disclosure. Good Medicine is a publication sent free to PCRM
members, and articles from Good Medicine may be reprinted without permission so long
as the source of the article is noted and the reprints are not sold. Because PCRM has no
commercial interest in the information, the public interest in the disclosure greatly
outwelghs our rionexistent commercial interest in that our “primary” (more accurately our

“only”) interest in the disclosure is “serving the public.” Therefore this factor also
weighs in favor of a fee waiver.

As provided for in 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i) and 7 C.F.R. § 1.7, PCRM awaits a
response within 20 workmg days. In kecpmg with the presumption of disclosure and the
agency’s obligation to “act promptly and in a spirit.of cooperation,”® PCRM asks that a
specific reason be given with respect to any document that is not produced in accordance
with this request. In particular, please indicate whether it is claimed that the records (a)
do not exist in the form requested; (b) have never existed; (c) have been destroyed; or (d)
are exempt from disclosure under a specifically identified provision of FOIA. If it is
asserted that USDA retains information relevant to this request in a form different from
that sought here, please advise as to the form in which the information is retained such
that PCRM can refine this request.

If you need any further information about this request, please do not hesitate to contact
me by phone or e-mail.

Sincerely,

Noelle Callahan

Research Program Coordinator

Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine

5100 Wisconsin Ave, NW; Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20016

(p) 202.527.7389 (f) 202.527.7489 ncallabhan@pcrm.org

* The Whlte House, President Barack Obama. Memorandum of January 21, 2009—Freedom of Information
Act. 74 Fed. Reg. 4681 (Jan. 26, 2009). ,
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