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December 21,201 . 

Ms. Tonya. Woods~ FOIADirector 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection. Servic 
Legislative Gmd Public Affairs . 
Freedom of InformationAct Staff 
4700 River Road 
Unit 50 
Riverdale~ MD 20737 

S~nt Via, Ermdl: foia.offie~r@aphis.4$dgov 

RE: Freedom oflnforlIlationActRequest 

Dear Ms. Woods: 

This is a request fQr recQrdsunder the Federal Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. §5~2.~he Humane Society.of the 
United States (HSUS) is req-uesting:! ! , : 

Copies of all recol'dsin the custhdy oli' control of the USDA that 
were received or generated in the past I ten years related to the 
follOWing USDAlicensed deale).':' . 

Jeff Fortin, 48-B-0225 

For this request, the:oorm "records" Fcludes, but is not limited 

to,.• c.. o.rr ..pon.. .. ce O,.. a.nYkl.n~ .. ,....... es .. ...den ..f ...,.mem.0..1'.,.and?,.'.l.e.tt.ers, no.tes, s.Ch.edules
electronic mail, telephone logs, minutes··· f meetings, work papers, 
reports] studies,videos, DVDs, CDs,:. or ·ata. If any information is 
withheid, plea, se identif3: all such in.. f~rlDiation.with sp~cifi~ty ·~d 
.state the FOIA exemptlOn under which I the informatlOn IS bemg 
withheld. . . I 

I 
The FOIA provides that if portions~of a document are exempt 

from release, the remainder must neve heless be segregated and 
disclosed. so please provide us with 'all on-exempt portions of any 
otherwise exempt records. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b). Please explain any 
redactions by reference to specific FOliA exlmptions. 
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As required by 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i), 'We win expect a response to this 
request within twenty days of the date of receipt: If i~ is not possible to promptly 
comply with all portions 01' aspects of this reques~, please provide a partial 
response with materials readily available. Do no.'..•t he1itate to call me should you 
have any questions concerning this request. I 

. : . 

Fee Waiver Justification 
;; ! 

The FOIA provides for a fee waiver when kiscldsure of the documents is in 
the public's interest. Specifically, the FOIA stat~s th t: 

_ Documents shall be furnished without any ch rge or at a charge reduced 
below the fees established under clause (ii) if d sclosure of the information 
is in the public interest because it is lik~ly to contribute significantly to 
public understanding of the operations or tactivities of the government and 
is not primarily in the commercial interestoft,e requester. 

5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4) (A)(iii). The HSUS believes tha~ this req-c;test satisfies the 
criterion for a fee waiver or reduction. The HSU~ is a 501(c)(3) non~profit 
organization dedicated for over five decades to the protection of animals. The 
infor.mation sought in this request will enable The H~US to ~rt~er educate the 
publIc about the sale of dogs from wholesale: dealers. ThIS IS a matter of 
legitimate public interest and concern. The distilosure of the requested records 
will primarily benefit the general public by helping t~e public better understand 
the operations and activities of the government's over ight of these dealers. 

The information obtained will be disseminate to the general public. The 
HSUS has devoted substantial time and resourc~s to monitoring activities of the 
federal government and keeping the public informe of these activities, as well 
as educating the public about the sale of dogs aQ.d cats and the role of the USDA 
in regulating and inspecting dog and cat dealers.. The HSUS disseminates 
information to the general public through various soUrces including its web sites , 
media outlets, litigation, legislation and public epuca ion. 

The use of this information will help The HS S further its function as a 
disseminator of information on recent issues inv'Olvi g the pet trade. Finally, in 
no way will this information be used in any coljnme cial practices. The request 
for this information does not relate to use for busines , trade, or profit. 

i 

. Accordingly, The HSUS requests th~t c*ar~es for searching and 
duplicating be waived. Should there be any difficult~ with the fee waiver, please 
contact the HSUS by phone at  or ellljail at aspector@hsus.org so 
that The HSU~ may decide :whether to pay the fees 9r to appeal the denial of the 
reque'St for waIver or reductlOn ' 
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Thank you Ior your prompt attention to this 4.tter. We look forward to 
receivirtl$Youl' response. within twenty business daysarrequired bylaw. 

I 

8inct:lrely. 

Andrew Spector· 
Animal Proteqtion Litigation 
The Humane Society of the United States 
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"Andrew Spector" To <foia.offieer"@aPhJS.USda.gOv> 
<aspector@humanesociety.or cc 
g> 

bee
12/21/201004:21 PM 

Subject FOIA Requ\'lst 

Dear Ms. Woods, 


Attached is a copy of a FOIA request on behalf of the Humane sOcilty of the United States (({HSUS"). A 


copy of this request has been mailed to you as well. 


Thanks, 


Andrew Spector 
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