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900 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE, W~shingt~ll. DG 20003· www.awionline.org 

telepbone: (202) 337-2~32 • fs csimile: (202) 446-2131 


December 16,2010 

Ms. Tonya Woods, 

Freedom of Information Act Officer 

U.S. Department ofAgriculture 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
4700 River Road, Unit 50 
Riverdale, l\ID 20737 

By fax: (301) 734-5941 

Dear Ms. Woods: r;MN 1 8 2011 

I wish to make a request under the Freedom ofInfol1llf1tion Act for copies ofall documents, 
memos, reports, letters, notes, license applications, pr~licef.ie inspections reports, emails and 
inter-office communications related to a proposed theme p k called Ark Encounter to be located 
in Williamstown, KY under the direction ofMike Zovath, s nior vice president ofAnswers in 
Genesis (AiG). 

I am interested in all materials related to Ark Enco~t~r in~ uding the application for a license, as 
well as the blueprintS and plans of the facility or facilities t will be housing any live animals: 
namely, the live animal show facility, the petting ~oo, ~d Ii e-size replica ofNoah's ark­
where, according to a New York Times article from Decem er 5, 20 I 0, Mr. Zovath has stated 
that small, young animals such as juvenile giraffes will be k pt in pens on board. Specifically, I 
also request any documentation on the species, number, and agel of animals that are intended for 
display or for show at Ark Encounter. : 

. i 

As an educational organization which strongly supports enf0f.cement ofthe Animal Welfare Act 
we are interested in this material because we are concerned tlbout the educational value ofthe 
proposed development and the welfare of its animals. The iMormation subject to this request 
will be used to inform and educate concerned individuals abbut the proposed development with 
regard to the welfare ofanimals covered under the ~al vtelfare Act. 

We request that fees be wa.ived for duplication or other .co...s~assOCiated with answering this 
request because we are an educational organization with 501 c)3 status. Disclosure ofthis 
information is in the public interest and is likely to contPbu significantly to public 
understanding of the operations of the government and is not Iin the commercial interest ofthe 
publisher (5 U.S.C. Sec. 552 (a)(4)(ili) as amended).! I 

1 Whether infant, juvenile, sub-adult or adult. 

http:pr~licef.ie
http:www.awionline.org


I look forward to your response within twenty workjng d~ys as required by the Act, 5 U.S.C. 
Sec. 552 (a)(4)(A)(i). Please call Manko Terasaki a~ (20 ) 446-2125 ifyou have any questions 
or are in need' offurther infonnation. 

Thank you very much for your assistance with this r~ques . 

Sincerely, 

Cathy Liss 
President 
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