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Oklahoma Tornadoes 

On May 18th and 20th 2013, tornadoes cut devas-

tating paths thru the cities of Shawnee and Moore, 

Oklahoma leaving numerous fatalities and casual-

ties while separating and displacing families and 

their animals.  USDA ESF11 worked collabora-

tively with the Oklahoma State partner agencies to 

provide support for animal search & rescue, triage, 

sheltering, animal carcass management and USDA 

disaster food assistance. While State and local 

staff and volunteers accomplished most of the tac-

tical operations, ESF11 agencies focused on sup-

porting those efforts with response coordination, 

planning and technical assistance within an Inci-

dent Command structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Morning Operational Briefing at Home Depot Pet Triage) 

“The cooperative efforts of USDA-APHIS in con-

junction with ODAFF staff and area shelters has 

resulted in many reunifications of displaced pets 

with their owners,” said Oklahoma Secretary of 

Agriculture, Jim Reese.  

 

Meanwhile, the USDA Food and Nutrition Service 

was working collaboratively with the Oklahoma 

Department of Human Services to implement a 

Disaster Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-

gram.  

Joint Regional Workshop 

April 29 - May 2, ESF11 participated in the Joint Re-

gional Workshop hosted by the Multi-State Partner-

ship and Southern Agriculture & Animal Disaster 

Response Alliance.  27 member states of the two host 

organizations, plus several additional states from the 

New England, Mid-Atlantic, Rocky Mountain and 

West Coast areas participated.  APHIS programs, 

other Federal agencies and the Pork, Dairy and Beef 

Industry plus other participants also sent representa-

tives and speakers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ESF11 Coordinators from FEMA Region IV and VI 

presented updates on FEMA initiatives and past re-

sponses, and FEMA policy updates. Other presenta-

tions and discussions covered animal and agricultural 

health topics including “The Secure Milk Supply”, 

FMD response updates, Social Media training plus a 

facilitated exercise dealing with agricultural issues.   

 

There were constructive exchanges and workgroups 

considering past disasters, identifying Best Practices 

and outcomes to address preparedness and response 

gaps, and bring public and private stakeholders closer 

together.  ESF11 appreciated the opportunity to par-

ticipate in this stakeholder planned and conducted 

event, and to help the states with their preparedness. 
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