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Overview 

 
 Timeframe – 2 year project 
 Voluntary program 
Petitioner-submitted Environmental Report 
Contractor funded by Cooperative Agreement 

for all or part of NEPA process 
 No limitation on number of participants 
 

 
 
 
 



Goal 

 
 Test new approaches to developing 

environmental analyses and documents to 
determine the extent to which these 
approaches improve the quality, timeliness 
and cost effectiveness of APHIS/BRS NEPA 
documents 
 



What is an Environmental 
Report ? 

 An ER is a technical report that helps the 
Agency complete a NEPA analysis 
Describes the subject of the petition and its use in 

the environment  
It compares the current agroecosystem with one 

that includes the use of the GE organism that is the 
subject of the petition  
Supported by current scientific data and literature 

 
 



Environmental Report 

 Purpose and Need for the GE organism  
 Action  
 Action Area  
 Affected Environment  
 Alternatives  
 Environmental Consequences  
 Cumulative Impacts  
 



Environmental Report 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov
/biotechnology/nepa_pilot_
documents.shtml 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/nepa_pilot_documents.shtml
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/nepa_pilot_documents.shtml
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/nepa_pilot_documents.shtml


What is a Cooperative 
Agreement? 

 The Cooperative 
Agreement describes the 
responsibilities and 
deliverables of APHIS 
and the Cooperator 
 

 Cooperator provides 
funds to hire an 
environmental consulting 
firm 
 

 
 

 



Cooperative Agreements 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/b
iotechnology/downloads/nep
a_pilot/Draft%20process%2
0for%20WFP%20and%20CA.
pdf 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/downloads/nepa_pilot/Draft process for WFP and CA.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/downloads/nepa_pilot/Draft process for WFP and CA.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/downloads/nepa_pilot/Draft process for WFP and CA.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/downloads/nepa_pilot/Draft process for WFP and CA.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/downloads/nepa_pilot/Draft process for WFP and CA.pdf


Industry Academic 

Current # of 
participants 

8 1 

Participants 

Interested in participating? 
Send in your letter of interest 



Petitions 

8 

3 

11 Environmental Reports

Cooperative Agreements

Petitions not in Project



Outcomes of Project 

 Determine the effect of applicant-prepared 
ERs for Agency NEPA analysis quality, 
timeliness, and cost 
 Determine the effect of applicant-funded 

NEPA analyses on agency resources 
 
 
 
 
 



Metrics for NEPA Analysis  

 Evaluation of phases 
Draft 
Response to comments 
Final 

 Employee time 
Document preparation 
Document review 



Next Steps 

 Series of webinars or calls related to 
development of ERs 
 Revision of guidance, but…we need 

feedback 
 New petition process 

 



Project Manager 

 
 Shelley Gray 

Environmental Protection Specialist 
 
michelle.l.gray@aphis.usda.gov 
 
301-734-7681 
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