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Overview

 Sources of Information on BRS 
Activities

 Overview of BRS Website

 Activity – How Can We Improve Our 
Website?



Sources of Information
 BRS Website
APHIS New Media Tools (RSS Feeds & Twitter)

 U.S. Regulatory Agencies Unified Biotechnology 
Website

 Performance.Gov (coming soon)
 BRS Stakeholder Registry
 Biotech Query
 Information Systems for Biotechnology
 APHIS E-FOIA Reading Room
 Data.Gov



BRS Website
 Intended for stakeholders and public audiences
 Information about:
Permits, Notifications, Petitions
Compliance and Inspection Process
Current Activities and Hot Topics
APHIS Regulations and Federal Register Notices
BRS Organizational Information (About BRS)

 URL: 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/brs_main.shtml



Unified Biotechnology Website
 Maintained by U.S. Geological Survey on behalf 

of USDA, HHS, and EPA
 Describes coordination of activities related to 

biotechnology among USDA, EPA, FDA
 Resource for applicable laws and regulations
 Database of completed regulatory reviews 
 URL:

http://usbiotechreg.nbii.gov/index.asp



Performance Management Initiative

 Six Performance Management Strategies
Driving Agency top priorities
Eliminating waste
Reforming contracting
Closing the IT gap
Promoting accountability and innovation through open 

government
Attracting and motivating top talent

“Success should be judged by results, and data is a powerful tool to 
determine results. We can't ignore facts. We can't ignore data.”  
- President Barack Obama, July 24, 2009



Performance.Gov
 Delivery on President’s commitment to communicate 

Federal government goals
 System to drive Agency top priorities and maintain 

transparency and accountability
 Set of Agency-specific High Priority Performance 

Goals (HPPGs)
 Each HPPG outlines specific actions and measures 

progress towards targets
 OMB linking results to FY2011 Federal budget 

priorities



Performance.Gov (cont.) 
 USDA – Nine (9) HPPG Goals
 Create Strong Local and Regional Communities
 Accelerate Protection of Clean, Abundant Water Resources
 Increase No. Provinces in Afghanistan Deemed Generally Food Secure
 Reduce No. Households with Children Who Experience Very Low Food 

Security
 Strengthen Biotechnology Program for Genetically Engineered 

Plants
 Reduce Non-tariff Trade Barriers and Increase U.S. Agricultural Exports
 Propose National Nutrition Standards for Food Sold in Schools
 Eliminate Food Deserts
 Reduce Number of Salmonella Illnesses

 Targeted to go live mid-December 2010



Stakeholder Registry

 Register to become a BRS stakeholder and 
receive e-mail updates on BRS news and 
activities.

 Register on the BRS website, right-hand 
navigation: 
https://web01.aphis.usda.gov/BRS/BRSWeb.nsf



Biotech Query

 Feature of BRS Website
 Provides avenue to get answers to your 

biotechnology questions
 Staffed by BRS communications staff with access 

to subject matter experts across the Program
 Number of Biotech Queries answered in 2010 to 

date: 391
 Email to: biotechquery@aphis.usda.gov



Information Systems 
for Biotechnology

 Developed and maintained by Virginia Tech 
 Provides information resources to support use  

of agricultural biotechnology products
 Data on development, testing, regulatory 

review of GE plants, animals, microorganisms  
 Search Tool - Data using variety of criteria 

(Location, Gene, Phenotype, Article, etc.)
 URL: http://www.isb.vt.edu



APHIS e-FOIA Reading Room
 APHIS One-Stop Shop
Documents specifically identified for 

inclusion by the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA)
Documents with multiple FOIA requests

 URL:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/foia/foia_reading_room.sht
ml http://www.aphis.usda.gov/foia/foia_requests.shtml

 Presentation by APHIS FOIA officer after lunch



Data.Gov

 Open government initiative by Obama 
Administration

 Increase public access to high value, machine 
readable datasets

 Describes Federal datasets - what it is and how 
to download

 Contains public datasets for permits, 
notifications and petitions



Data.Gov – BRS Dataset



BRS Website Activity
 USDA FY2010 -2015 Strategic Plan
Appendix A:  ‘Assessment of functionality and 

usability of the Biotechnology Regulatory 
Services Web site’ 

 New USDA ‘look and feel’ design guidelines 
coming soon 
 2009 BRS Website analysis
 We want this tool to be useful to you
 Your feedback is key







BRS Website Activity Instructions

 Locate easel and pens
 Choose scribe
 Each table group will have 30 minutes to 

discuss set of questions provided to 
them
 Each table group will report out to large 

group after discussion time



BRS Website Activity

Question #1: 
Do you use the BRS website?

 If yes, how often? If not, why?
 Do you use other sources to get information 

from/about BRS? If yes, what are they?
 Are you registered as a BRS stakeholder? 

Do you find the stakeholder announcements 
useful?



BRS Website Activity

Question #2: 
If you use the BRS website, what is your 

main reason for visiting the site? 
 Apply for/check the status of a permit

 Comment on a Federal Register Notice

 Get the latest news and information

 Guidance and Resources

 Obtain environmental and other documents

 Contact BRS

 Other



BRS Website Activity

Question #3: 
Are you able to find the information you are 

looking for?
 Is there particular information that you have trouble finding? 

 Is there information not on the site that you would like to 
see?

 Do you have suggestions on how we could better organize 
the information?

 Is there another source you have for this information?  
What makes that site a better source for information or 
easier to use?



BRS Website Activity

Question #4: 
What do you like most and least about 

the site?
 What is the best aspect of the site?
 What is one thing you would change about:

−Navigability (i.e., getting to where you need to go)
−Content
− Page Layout
− Static versus dynamic content
−Other



BRS Website Activity

Question #5:  
What question should we have asked you 

(but didn’t)?  Your answer?

Your help today will assist BRS to 
improve our website 
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