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1. Provides transparency 
for possible impacts of 
new products

2. Ensures that APHIS 
decision makers are 
informed

3. Encourages 
stakeholders to provide 
input

4. Implementing new 
processes will enhance 
US agricultural 
technology

NEPA Analysis



Legal Requirements

Statute:                
National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1970, 
As amended 

CEQ Regulations: 
40 CFR 1500

APHIS Implementing 
Procedures
(See APHIS 
Environmental 
Manual)



NEPA Purposes

Inform officials 
and public 

before decisions 
are made

Integrate 
requirements of 
NEPA with other 

planning and 
environmental 

reviews

Facilitate public 
involvement

Identify and 
assess 

reasonable 
alternatives



Classes of NEPA Actions



Classes of NEPA Actions



Classes of NEPA Actions



Components of the 
NEPA EA Process

Identify 
Issues

Write 
Draft 
EA

Solicit 
Public 
Com-
ments

Res-
pond to 
Com-
ments

Final 
EA FONSI

Publish 
Availa-
bility in 

FR



Identifying Issues

Alternatives?

No Action

Preferred

Others/
Considered & 

rejected

Impacts?

Direct

Indirect

Cumulative

Range of 
Actions?

Single 

Inter-
dependent



Information to Support 
NEPA from Petitioner

• Possible impacts
• Possible affected partiesIssues 

identified

• Socioeconomic information
• Industry informationSpecialized 

data

• In some cases, already 
submitted with a petition

Option: an 
Environmental 

Report



APHIS BRS 
Inputs to the Process

Analyze potential impacts under the 
, or with 

other 
and :



Principle NEPA Sections

Purpose and Need

Affected Environment

Alternatives

Environmental Consequences

Cumulative Effects

Threatened and Endangered Species

Considerations of Executive Orders



Resource Areas Assessed

Agricultural production 
(Seeds, GE, Conventional, Organic, Specialty)

Physical environment 
(Water, Soil, Air, Climate Change)

Animal and plant communities 
(Animals, Plants, Biological Diversity, Gene Flow)

Public health 
(Human Health, Worker Safety, Animal Feed)

Socioeconomic issues 
(Domestic Environment, Trade Economics, Social Environment)



Components of the 
NEPA EA Process

Identify 
Issues

Write 
Draft 
EA

Solicit 
Public 
Com-
ments

Res-
pond to 
Com-
ments

Final 
EA FONSI

Publish 
Availa-
bility in 

FR



Completed BRS EA

Reasonable alternatives considered

• Biological/physical environmental issues
• Socioeconomic issues

Informs stakeholders and 
decisionmakers

Encourages public input 

• (FWS, EOs)   

Responds to other requirements
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