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1                P R O C E E D I N G S

2           MR. GEORGE:  Good evening.  My name is Dick

3 George.  I'm the communications branch chief at

4 Biotechnology Regulatory Services or BRS, a part of

5 APHIS, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service,

6 an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

7 Joining me is Dr. Rebecca Stankiewicz Gabel,

8 supervisor of our BRS Biotechnology Environmental

9 Analysis Branch.

10           Welcome to the first of two virtual meetings

11 being held to receive public comments on corn and

12 soybeans genetically engineered to be resistant to the

13 herbicide 2, 4-D, and cotton and soybeans genetically

14 engineered to be resistant to the herbicide dicamba.

15 Soliciting public comments is an important part of our

16 process.  We value your input and are pleased that you

17 joined us today either to make a public comment or to

18 listen to the comments of others.

19           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  The purpose of this

20 meeting is to solicit your comments on Notices of

21 Intent to do two Environmental Impact Statements, or

22 EIS's, for several petitions for non-regulated status
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1 for herbicide resistant, genetically engineered

2 plants. The first EIS is for three petitions from Dow

3 AgroSciences.  One is for corn resistant to 2, 4-D and

4 quizalofop; one is for soybeans resistant to 2, 4-D

5 and glufosinate; and one is for soybeans resistant to

6           2, 4-D, glyphosate, and glufosinate.  The

7 second EIS is for two petitions from Monsanto: one for

8 cotton resistant to dicamba and glufosinate, and one

9 for soybean resistant to dicamba.

10           For more information on these petitions, go

11 to www.aphisvirtualmeetings.com.  This site contains

12 background information and also links to other

13 documents and websites.  In the past, we've traveled

14 around the country to conduct meetings where

15 interested parties can make public comments on our

16 various regulatory actions.

17           Today, we are holding an online virtual

18 public meeting to allow more people the opportunity to

19 comment.

20           MR. GEORGE:  We will be taking only spoken

21 comments today.  If you prefer to make a written

22 comment, you can do so by going to
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1 www.regulations.gov. Enter in the search box the

2 docket number APHIS, A-P-H- I-S, -2013-0042 for plants

3 resistant to 2, 4-D, and docket number APHIS-2013-0043

4 for plants resistant to dicamba.  This will take you

5 to the pages where you can make your comment.

6           The public comment period ends on July 17th.

7 You can go to regulations.gov any time up until that

8 date to leave a written public comment, which will

9 become part of the public record, or you can make a

10 spoken comment here at our meeting, which will go

11 until 9 pm. Eastern Daylight Time.

12           Today, we're here to receive your input

13 only, not to answer questions about the EIS's.  For

14 background information, please go to

15 aphisvirtualmeetings.com.

16           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  If you'd like to

17 make a public comment today, on your telephone keypad,

18 please hit 1 and then zero.  The operator will then

19 respond to you and let you know when it is your turn

20 to speak.  The automated voice may say that we are

21 "ready to address your question."  Please hear that as

22 meaning "we are ready to take your comment."
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1           MR. GEORGE:  We ask that you keep your

2 comments to five minutes or less.  We also ask that

3 when it's your turn to speak, that you clearly say and

4 spell your name so that our court reporter has the

5 best chance of spelling it correctly in the

6 transcript. Also, please let us know if you are

7 commenting specifically for docket 42- 2,4-D resistant

8 GE plants, or docket 43, for dicamba resistant GE

9 plants, or if you are commenting more generally for

10 both.  Written transcripts will be available within

11 three weeks at our site, aphisvirtualmeetings.com.

12           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  The statements

13 received during the public comment period, whether

14 spoken today or submitted in writing to

15 regulations.gov, will be considered in the development

16 of two Draft Environmental Impact Statements that are

17 the subjects of this meeting.  After we've published a

18 Draft Environmental Impact Statement, we will solicit

19 and receive comments on that draft.  Those comments

20 will be considered in the development of the Final

21 Environmental Impact Statement.  After the final EIS's

22 are published, there will be a decision on the
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1 petitions associated with each EIS.

2           We welcome your comments today because they

3 will help us to determine the issues to consider as we

4 prepare the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

5           MR. GEORGE:  As Rebecca mentioned, if you

6 would like to make a public comment today, on your

7 telephone keypad please hit 1 and then zero.  The

8 operator will then respond to you and let you know

9 when it is your turn to speak.  Again, if the

10 automated voice says that we are "ready to address

11 your question," please hear that as meaning "we are

12 ready to take your comment."

13           With that, we are ready to hear from our

14 first commenter.  Please remember to say your name,

15 spell your name, let us know if you are commenting on

16 Docket 42, plants resistant to 2, 4-D, Docket 43,

17 plants resistant to dicamba, or both.

18           MR. MILLER:  Thank you for the opportunity

19 to make a comment today.  My name is Victor Miller, V-

20 I-C- T-O-R, M-I-L-L-E-R.  I am commenting on Docket

21 43, and I have been planting corn and soybeans in

22 Oelwein, Iowa for more than 35 years.  I have had the
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1 honor of serving U.S. farmers as past chairman of the

2 U.S. Grains Council, an organization that develops

3 markets for U.S.

4           barley, corn and sorghum.  And they're

5 processed products, where I learned firsthand about

6 U.S. commodity production and the importance of

7 meeting the growing demand for our global export

8 markets.

9           As USDA surveys the topics to be considered

10 in the development of the draft EIS, I would first

11 offer that USDA should take a hard look at the

12 question is an EIS even warranted.  USDA's and APHIS'

13 reasons for conducting the EIS all appear to relate to

14 potential impacts associated with herbicide use,

15 possible selection for, and spreaded weed resistance

16 to herbicide in the (indiscernible) from applications

17 of dicamba on the dicamba intolerant crop and other

18 areas.

19           I understood EPA, not USDA, has authority

20 over issues relating to the use of herbicides.  The

21 dicamba uses in question are currently being reviewed

22 by the EPA and the conditions in which it may be used.
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1 This is further confirmed by the recent ruling of the

2 Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in the Roundup Ready

3 alfalfa case.  However, if USDA continues with an EIS,

4 I would like to offer my perspective on issues that

5 USDA should consider.

6           Use of dicamba is nothing new.  According to

7 industry estimates, dicamba has been used successfully

8 on more than 250 million acres over the past 10 years.

9 In 2012, it was the fifth most widely used herbicide

10 in the U.S. in terms of acres treated, used on over 32

11 million acres of farmland across the range of crops,

12 including 12 million acres of corn, 6 million acres of

13 wheat, 4 million acres of other crops, and 10 million

14 acres of fallow for (indiscernible).

15           Additionally, any homeowner who has gone to

16 their local Weed-B-Gon herbicide product has used

17 dicamba without certification or licensing.  The

18 equipment, the know-how, and the ability to

19 successfully apply dicamba as part of the new dicamba

20 tolerant soybean and cotton weed control system under

21 review exists today.  I have purchased upgrades

22 through my current system to accommodate the new
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1 requirements, and I'm confident that I and other

2 producers will do this successfully.

3           The ability to choose dicamba within my

4 soybean acres will allow me to have a badly needed

5 additional mode of action to control weeds such as

6 waterhemp and land squatter that are a problem on my

7 farm.  Without it, I am left with few viable

8 alternatives to control weeds in my field, resulting

9 in poor yields, which means I produce less on these

10 acres.  This means I get paid less for my crop, I

11 deliver fewer beans to my local elevator, and this

12 cascade of impact carries on down the line, as the

13 elevator adds (indiscernible) fewer beans and more

14 weed seed to foreign material that end up at the local

15 cresting plants.

16           The crest plant profitability is hurt, and

17 so is bean quality that is made into animal feed,

18 soybean oil, biodiesel, food ingredients, and

19 ultimately either used domestically in many

20 applications or sold to foreign buyers for their use

21 in international markets. Now, not only has my income

22 been impacted, but very possibly, hungry people in



Capital Reporting Company
APHIS Virtual Public Meeting 06-26-2013

(866) 448 - DEPO
www.CapitalReportingCompany.com   © 2013

11

1 foreign markets have less to eat.

2           I am required to pass a written test to be a

3 private pesticide applicator in Iowa.  Having done

4 that, I'm acutely aware of all of the ramifications of

5 this technology, including those of resistance, as

6 well as the necessity of being a good steward of the

7 land.  I must add here that all the applicators that I

8 have contact with possess this same level of expertise

9 and stewardship.

10           Looking on the bright side, incorporating

11 dicamba tolerant soybeans into my weed management

12 program allows me to reduce dependence on ALS and PPO

13 herbicides and would offer a proactive program for

14 weed resistance management and preserve the value of

15 glyphosate, an herbicide that still controls most of

16 the weeds on my farm.

17           Lastly, I adopted no till, also called

18 conservation tillage, because of the great

19 environmental benefits that it creates:  reduced soil

20 erosion, increased moisture and benefit to top soil.

21 Here, I use Roundup to remove the weeds in my field

22 before I plant instead of tilling them under.  With
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1 dicamba tolerant soybeans, I have another tool to

2 assist me in my conservation tillage efforts and

3 potentially help me and other farmers to expand this

4 practice.  Without dicamba tolerant beans, I may be

5 forced to till my fields if and when weed pressure

6 dictates, which could lead to soil erosion, impaction,

7 and unsatisfactory weed control.

8           In closing, restricting the use or denying

9 access to these new technologies would have a negative

10 effect on U.S. farmers' operations, reduced weed

11 control capability, increasing costs, reducing farm

12 returns, and impacting the producer's ability to meet

13 foreign market demand.  And also, it stands a very

14 great chance of reducing conservation tillage options.

15 Ultimately, this has a very negative impact on the

16 food supply of not only the U.S. but the world as

17 well.

18           I urge you to complete your report and

19 remove promptly so that other farmers may have access

20 to this knowledge.  And I respectfully submit my

21 comments. Thank you for listening to them.

22           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you for your
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1 comment.

2           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have zero questions

3 remaining.

4           MR. GEORGE:  If anyone else is on the line

5 and would like to make a comment, please just hit 1,

6 then zero, and we'll be happy to receive your comment.

7                 (No response.)

8           MR. GEORGE:  It looks as though we have no

9 one lined up at the moment.  So I would encourage

10 anyone who would like to make a comment to please do

11 so by hitting 1 and then zero.

12           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  We have a caller on

13 the line.

14           MR. GEORGE:  We have a caller on the line.

15 So please go ahead.  Say your name.  Spell your name,

16 and let us know if you're commenting on Docket 42 or

17 43. Please go ahead.

18           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have one question

19 remaining.

20           MR. GAESSER:  Yes.  This is Ray Gaesser,

21 southwest Iowa, Corning, Iowa, G-A-E-S-S-E-R.  I'm

22 first vice president of the American Soybean
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1 Association, but we also grow several acres of

2 soybeans on our farm. We're experiencing some weed

3 resistance with our glyphosate tolerant soybean.  We

4 actually had to deal with the (indiscernible) on a

5 field that we didn't know we had a problem until this

6 year.

7           The dicamba and the 2,4-D is really what I'd

8 like to comment about because we're using both  of

9 those, or would like to use both of those.  They're a

10 much needed product for weed resistant issues, not

11 only in the Midwest here, but in the South, they're

12 dealing with more and more of that.  They are so

13 important to our ability -- as the previous speaker

14 said -- to meet the needs and to be able to feed

15 people not only in the U.S. but around the world.

16           Those nitrates (indiscernible) are much

17 needed. They will allow us, on our farm at least, to

18 continue to no till.  If we don't have those products,

19 we may have to go back to tillage to deal with some of

20 the weeds that we have.  So I would really urge you to

21 move forward with the approval of both the dicamba and

22 the 2,4-D for our soybeans and our corn, because we do
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1 plant both.

2           I would just encourage you to do that.  It's

3 much needed.  We use them on our farms.  I've been

4 farming 25 years now, and I've had experience using

5 both of those products in a different formulation for

6 all that time.  And, really, I've never had any

7 problems with it, (static - cell interference)

8 response to our own crop or our neighbor's.  As the

9 previous speaker said, we are tested in Iowa.  As is

10 required of all of our applicators that come from the

11 co-ops and from the industry, are tested, and

12 understand the need and the right way to apply

13 herbicides.

14           We used to use a lot of those products, and

15 now with glyphosate, we use less in order to address

16 the issues of weed resistance in particular, and the

17 real need for multiple modes of actions.  All of our

18 universities are saying that we need multiple modes

19 (indiscernible) of action to avoid weed resistance.

20 So I would urge you to move forward with both of these

21 applications.

22           MR. GEORGE:  All right.  Thank you very much
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1 for your comment.  If anyone else would like to make a

2 comment, please hit 1, then zero on your telephone

3 keypad.

4           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have zero questions

5 remaining.

6           MR. GEORGE:  We'll pause for a moment to

7 give people an opportunity to let us know that they

8 would like to comment.

9                 (Pause.)

10           MR. GEORGE:  Seeing that we have no one

11 lined up at the moment, we'll take a little pause.

12 We'll come back on every couple of minutes.

13           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  You have someone on

14 the line.

15           MR. GEORGE:  We have someone who would like

16 to make a comment, so we will go to that caller.  I'd

17 remind you to please say your name and spell your

18 name. Let us know which docket you are commenting on.

19 So please go ahead.

20           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have one question

21 remaining.

22           MR. SHAW:  Hi.  This is David Shaw, D-A-V-I-
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1 D, S-H-A-W, and I am the past president of the Weed

2 Science Society of America.  I'm speaking to both

3 Docket 42 and 43.  The Weed Science Society of America

4 use biotechnology as an important technology to

5 provide effective weed management tools to

6 agricultural producers in order to be able to

7 effectively manage weeds and to manage the development

8 of herbicide resistance.

9           Biotechnology has allowed us to maximize

10 yields in economics, to be able to mitigate the

11 potential development of herbicide resistance, and to

12 be able to effectively gain tremendously with the

13 development of conservation tillage practices in the

14 United States. Herbicide resistance has developed

15 substantially over the last few years, but is not a

16 new phenomenon.  In fact, it has been recorded and

17 noted for over 40 years now.

18           One of the primary practices that we

19 scientists recommend in managing proactively herbicide

20 resistance is the ability to use a wide diversity of

21 mechanisms of actions with different herbicides that

22 affect plants in different ways.  We need more
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1 herbicide options to be able to manage these and to be

2 able to preserve the utility of those that we already

3 have.  The ability to effectively use dicamba and 2,4-

4 D in soybean and cotton will help fill this critical

5 need.

6           We have seen the development of herbicide

7 resistant plants most notably in the last few years

8 with glyphosate resistance in (indiscernible) crops.

9 This problem has become widespread, in several of our

10 major commodities.  And dicamba and 2,4-D, also the

11 ability to use a different mechanism of action than

12 what is currently available in these crops to be able

13 to more effectively and proactively mitigate and delay

14 the evolution of herbicide resistance.

15           There are a number of factors that come into

16 play in the evolution of herbicide resistant weeds and

17 crops.  However, we scientists understand that this is

18 a function of managing the practices and the

19 herbicides that are available for weed management.  It

20 is as such not a plant biotechnology issue.  It is a

21 use of the technology and the rotation and a

22 development of an overall plan using various
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1 management practices that have been identified.

2           Weed management is ultimately the

3 responsibility of farmers and farm advisors that

4 requires the entire community of weed scientists,

5 industry, academia, crop commodity, and others to be

6 able to effectively steward herbicide resistance

7 management.  By using the development of resisted

8 crops that have the tolerance to dicamba and 2,4-D,

9 this represents no greater threat than the development

10 of any herbicide technology that has hurt in the past.

11           Dicamba best fits in a fully diversified

12 program that utilizes many different mechanisms of

13 action of herbicides, and is therefore a tool that can

14 be used either in stacked (indiscernible) or as stand

15 alone to be able to offer the growers options that

16 they currently do not have.  It is also noted that one

17 of the major challenges that we have with the

18 development of herbicide resistance is the losses that

19 we are now experiencing in conservation tillage acres.

20 Dicamba and 2,4-D tolerance will certainly allow us to

21 help preserve these valuable gains and the

22 preservation of our soils in the United States.
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1           We urge the USDA to expedite the necessary

2 review process that will lead to final approval of

3 dicamba and 2,4-D tolerant crops, and we appreciate

4 the opportunity to provide this comment.

5           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you for your

6 comments.  If there's anyone else on the line who

7 would like to make a comment, please press 1 and then

8 zero, and we'll take your call.

9           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have zero questions

10 remaining.

11           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  At this point, no

12 one else is on the line requesting to make a comment.

13 If you'd like to make a comment, please press 1 and

14 then zero.

15                 (No response.)

16           MR. GEORGE:  Seeing that we have no one

17 indicating that they'd like to make a comment at the

18 moment, we'll take this opportunity to remind you that

19 there will be transcripts of the comments in this and

20 tomorrow's meeting, which will be on our website

21 within a few weeks after this meeting, the website

22 being aphisvirtualmeetings.com.  And if there's no one
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1 else who is indicating that they would like to make a

2 comment, then what we'll do is we'll take a pause.  We

3 will come back on very couple of minutes or so to

4 invite people to make comments, and hope that you do.

5 So for the time being, we're going to take a pause,

6 and we'll be back in another two or three minutes to

7 see if anyone else would like to make a comment.

8           In the meantime, anyone wanting to make a

9 comment, hit 1, zero, and we'll come right back on as

10 soon as you make that indication.  So thank so much,

11 and we'll be back in a few minutes.

12           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you.

13                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

14           MR. GEORGE:  Hello, and welcome back to our

15 virtual public meeting.  We're here to take your

16 public comments on two dockets regarding GE plants

17 resistant to 2,4-D or dicamba.  We would invite anyone

18 listening who's on the call who cares to make a

19 comment, to please hit 1 and then zero to let us know

20 you'd like to speak, and we will be happy to receive

21 your comment.

22           Also, since it appears that we have some
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1 time, if anyone who has already commented would care

2 to comment some more, we would certainly welcome your

3 comments as well.  So if anyone would like to make a

4 comment, please hit 1 and then zero on your telephone

5 keypad, and we're happy to take your call.

6           Seeing that we have no one else lined up, we

7 will take another pause, and we'll be coming back

8 every two or three minutes or so.  In the meantime,

9 anyone wanting to comment, hit 1 and zero, and we'll

10 come back immediately.  So thanks so much for your

11 patience, and we'll be back in a few minutes.  Thanks.

12           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you.

13                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

14           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Hi, and welcome to

15 our public meeting.  We're just checking back in.  At

16 this time, we have no callers waiting on the line.

17 But if you'd like to make a comment, please press 1

18 and then zero, and we will take your comments.  Anyone

19 who has previously made a comment, if you'd like to

20 add anything to your comment, we can take that at this

21 time as well.

22           It appears that no one is currently going to
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1 make a comment, so we will again take a break.  And

2 we'll play our hold music, and if during that break,

3 you'd like to make a comment, please press the numbers

4 1 and zero on your telephone, and we'll take your

5 comment. Thank you.

6                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

7           MR. GEORGE:  Hello, and welcome back to our

8 virtual public meeting.  We're taking public comments

9 on two dockets for GE plants resistant to 2,4-D or

10 dicamba. If you would like to make a public comment in

11 our meeting, please do so by indicating to us by

12 hitting 1, then zero on your telephone keypad.  So we

13 welcome your comments.  At the moment, we do not have

14 anyone indicating their desire to make a comment, so

15 we will take another pause, and we'll be coming back

16 on every few minutes to check.  In the meantime, if

17 someone would like to make a comment, hit 1, zero, and

18 we'll come back on immediately to take your comment.

19           So having said that, we'll be back in a few

20 minutes.  Thanks so much.

21                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

22           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Good evening.  We
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1 just noticed that someone had joined our call.  So we

2 just wanted to reiterate, if you're interested in

3 making a comment tonight on either the EIS, the NOI

4 for the EIS for plants resistant to dicamba or the NOI

5 for the EIS for plants resistant to 2,4-D, if you'd

6 like to make a comment, press 1 and then zero on your

7 telephone, and we'll take your comment.

8                 (No response.)

9           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  At this time, we

10 still don't have anyone wishing to make a comment, and

11 so -- oh, we have a commenter on the line.

12           So commenter, when you're ready, if you can

13 state your name, and then spell your name.  And please

14 indicate if you're commenting on Docket Number 42, and

15 that's GE plants resistant to 2,4-D or on Docket

16 Number 43, GE plants that are resistant to dicamba, or

17 if you're commenting on both.

18           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have one question

19 remaining.

20           MR. MILLER:  This is Victor Miller again, M-

21 I-L-L-E-R.  And I would like to make an additional

22 comment on the fact or the idea that we as private
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1 applicators applying herbicides to our crops, the

2 amount of time that we spend in reading and

3 understanding and following the label is of paramount

4 importance to us. And as we look at this, there are

5 many reasons for doing it, but the two that stick out

6 the most are the fact that if we do not follow those

7 label requirements, we risk unsatisfactory control.

8 And worse yet, we risk crop injury, which is at the

9 ultimate end a reduction in our incomes.

10           And so, I think it's very important for USDA

11 to understand that we spend a great deal of time doing

12 exactly what is on that label.  And thank you for

13 listening to my comment.

14           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you for your

15 comment.

16           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have zero questions

17 remaining.

18           MR. GEORGE:  So if anyone else would like to

19 make a comment, please hit 1, then zero on your

20 telephone keypad.  We'll be glad to take your comment.

21 And seeing that we have no commenters in the queue at

22 the moment, we will take another pause and be back in
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1 a few minutes.  So thanks so much, and we'll be back

2 in a few.

3                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

4           MR. GEORGE:  Hello, and welcome back to our

5 virtual public meeting.  We're here to take your

6 comments on a couple of dockets having to do with

7 genetically engineered plants that are resistant to

8 2,4- D or dicamba.  At this time, we still have no one

9 who is in the queue to make a public comment, and so

10 we invite you, anyone who's listening in, who cares to

11 make a comment to please do so by hitting 1, then zero

12 on your telephone keypad.

13           And we see now that we do have a caller who

14 is interested in making a comment.  And so, I'll

15 remind you to please say your name, spell your name,

16 and tell us which docket you're commenting on.  And

17 so, caller, if you could go ahead at this time, please

18 go.

19           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have one question

20 remaining.

21           MR. GAESSER:  This is Ray Gaesser again.

22 And I apologize for my first comment.  I was rushing
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1 in here to get it done because we're trying to get our

2 bin (indiscernible) work done.  And I've had time to

3 put my thoughts together.  My name is Ray Gaesser, G-

4 A-E-S-S-E-R.  I'd like to comment on both dockets, 42

5 and 43, the 2,4-D and dicamba.

6           I'd like to talk from my heart, and I really

7 don't understand the fear of these products, because

8 on our farms -- and I have 25 years in this experience

9 -- we've been using these products for all that time,

10 for a decade now, and we haven't had a problem.  And

11 they've been used all over the world for a decade.

12 And you have all the data and the experience that I

13 would think you need.  I can't understand why there is

14 a need for an environmental impact assessment. I just

15 really struggle with that.  It's going to delay my

16 ability and my fellow farmers here in the United

17 States to use these products in a new way that allows

18 us to (indiscernible) of this issue; that let's us use

19 multiple modes of action to avoid these resistances in

20 the first place and let's us farm the way we really

21 need to run our land so that we can continue, and not

22 have to use facilities to incorporate some of the
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1 other herbicides that can work okay, but it's not very

2 good for my part of the country where we're having

3 (indiscernible).

4           So I would really encourage you to move

5 forward to deregulate these products, to not do the

6 EIS.  You have all the data in the world.  You have

7 all the data you need to move forward with these two

8 products, and I would encourage you to do that.  Thank

9 you.

10           MR. GEORGE:  Thank you very much for your

11 comment.

12           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have zero questions

13 remaining.

14           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Is there anyone else

15 who would like to make a comment?  I'd like to remind

16 you if you would like to make a comment, please press

17 1 and then zero on your telephone keypad.

18                 (No response.)

19           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  At this time, we

20 have no one else in the queue to make a comment, so we

21 will take a brief break.  And if anyone wants to make

22 a comment, all they need to do is press 1 and then
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1 zero on their telephone keypad, and we'll come right

2 back to receive your comment.

3                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

4           MR. GEORGE:  Hello, and welcome back to our

5 virtual public meeting.  We're here to take public

6 comments on EIS's for GE plants that are resistant to

7 2,4-D or dicamba.  At the moment, we still do not have

8 anyone in our queue to make a public comment.  And so,

9 we're going to break away again, unless one of you

10 cares to hit 1 and then zero on your telephone keypad.

11 If you do that, then we'll see immediately that you

12 would like to make a comment, and we'll come back on

13 immediately.

14           In the meantime, we'll take another pause,

15 and we'll be checking back in another few minutes.

16 Remember, it's 1, then zero if you'd like to make a

17 comment, and we'll break in as soon as anyone

18 indicates they'd like to make a comment.  Thanks for

19 your patience, and we'll be back in a few.

20           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you.

21                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

22           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Hi, and welcome
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1 back. We have a commenter on the line.  Commenter, if

2 you would state your name, and then spell it for our

3 court reporter.  And please identify which docket

4 you're commenting on or if you're commenting on both.

5           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have one question

6 remaining.

7           MR. MCCARTY:  Yes, Michael McCarty from

8 northeast Arkansas.  I'm calling to comment on the

9 dicamba tolerant and 2,4-D tolerant technology for

10 soybean and corn and cotton.

11           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Would you spell your

12 name, please, sir?

13           MR. MCCARTY:  It's Michael, M-I-C-H-A-E-L,

14 and McCarty,  M-C-C-A-R-T-Y.

15           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you.  Go ahead

16 with your comment, please.

17           MR. MCCARTY:  Okay.  I'm just calling -- I'm

18 a third generation farmer from northeast Arkansas.

19 I've been farming with my family -- it's a family-

20 owned operation consisting of my father and two

21 brothers. I've been working on the family farm since I

22 was 15, went to college, graduated in '98, and came
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1 back home and worked.

2           My main concern, what I'm calling about is,

3 coming from the farmer level, the guy that's in the

4 field, who's really seeing this resistance problem

5 taking place, we've got a serious situation going on.

6 We've been fighting this for probably the last five or

7 six years.  We have glyphosate tolerant cotton,

8 soybeans, all that was great.  We followed the

9 stewardship requirements, followed everything that was

10 presented to us, all that by the book.  And now we've

11 come upon a resistant, amaranth, pigweed.  And it is

12 totally destroying the infrastructure on our cotton

13 industry.  We've gone from a 2800-acre cotton farm

14 down to 1500 acres.  And trying to maintain, it's a

15 battle we just can't fight.  We don't have enough

16 tools in our arsenal.  There aren't enough -- it's

17 enough technology for us to overcome this problem, so

18 we're just totally out of the cotton industry now.  We

19 have zero acres of cotton.  And I've got a $600,000

20 cotton picker that's sitting under the shed -- it's

21 decreased in value, probably now cut in half because

22 there's nobody interested in buying it so they can
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1 plant cotton.

2           My problem is, I know that there's

3 technology out there, and why haven't we been able to

4 use it?  It's out there for us.  I've been to two

5 fields, test spots, looked at different things, read

6 different articles about it.  And my main concern is

7 we're getting ready to totally lose it.  And I'm just

8 voicing a concern from the field standpoint.  I read

9 all these -- these people in Austin and California and

10 all these different places that are trying to tell us

11 what we need to be doing and how we need to do it.

12 I'm telling you from the field level, we need the

13 technology, and we need it quick. These other

14 countries are already using it, and we're at a

15 disadvantage to them.

16           I know some of the problems are worried

17 about drift management, whether or not we can control

18 it. We've got the John Deere, the green release, all

19 technologies, everything in our arsenal to keep drift

20 down, (indiscernible), GPS equipment, stuff that

21 doesn't have any overlap.  We've got sprayers that

22 will cut off to keep from overlapping.  It's an
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1 amazing amount of technology that's out there to keep

2 out drift control down.  I know that was one of the

3 problems that I read about.  It was a concern.

4           Farmers are some of the most responsible

5 people because we get back from the earth whatever we

6 put in it.  If we destroy our ground, we overlay

7 chemicals, then we don't get anything back.  That's

8 how we make a living.  We're not going to do that.

9 We're not going to abuse anything, nothing like that.

10 No farmer that's still in business has ever abused a

11 chemical because simply there's EPA regulations;

12 there's everything that can toss us out.  And it's

13 just not going to happen.

14           My deal is -- my main concern is let's get

15 this technology.  You've been going over this for

16 three years, and steady having meetings, talking about

17 them. Come back with another set of meetings.  You can

18 only meet so long.  You can only have so many

19 (indiscernible) to do this for, so let's open it up.

20 Let's give us the technology we need so we can start

21 using them.  And that's all I've got to say.

22           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you for your
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1 comment.

2           AUTOMATED VOICE:  You have zero questions

3 remaining.

4           MR. GEORGE:  Thanks so much for that

5 comment. We see that we at the moment have no other

6 callers in the queue.  If you'd like to make a

7 comment, please press 1, then zero, and we'll see that

8 you'd like to make a comment, and we'll be happy to

9 take it.  However, seeing that we have no one waiting,

10 we'll take another pause, and we'll be back in a few

11 minutes.  Thanks so much.

12                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

13           MR. GEORGE:  Hello, and welcome back to our

14 virtual public meeting.  We're here to take your

15 public comments no the dockets for genetically

16 engineered plants that are resistant to dicamba or

17 2,4-D.  At the moment, we still have no one in the

18 queue.  We would invite anyone who's on the line who

19 might care to make a comment on either or both of

20 these dockets to please do so, and let us know by

21 hitting 1, then zero on your telephone keypad.

22 However, seeing that we have no one at the moment
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1 indicating their desire to make a comment, we're going

2 to be taking another pause for a few minutes, and

3 we'll be back.

4           Should you change your mind or want to make

5 a comment, 1, then zero on your telephone keypad, and

6 we'll be back very quickly should we have someone who

7 indicates they want to make a comment.  So thanks so

8 much, and we'll be back in a few minutes.

9           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Thank you.

10                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

11           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  Welcome back to our

12 public meeting.  We are just checking back in to let

13 you know that we're still here.  And if you're like to

14 make a public comment, please press 1 and zero on your

15 telephone.  And again, this is the public meeting for

16 the NOIs for two different EIS's, one for GE plants

17 that are resistant to 2,4-D, and the other is an NOI

18 for an EIS for GE plants that are resistant to

19 dicamba.

20           At this time, we have no one who is

21 indicating that they would like to make a comment, so

22 I'd like to repeat again, if you would like to make a
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1 comment this evening, please press 1, then zero on

2 your telephone, and you'll be entered into the queue

3 to make your comment.

4                 (No response.)

5           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  At this time, no one

6 has indicated that they would like to make a comment,

7 so we're going to return to the music and take a

8 break. And we'll be back again in a few minutes.

9                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

10           MR. GEORGE:  Hello, and welcome back to our

11 virtual public meeting.  We're here to take public

12 comments on EIS's concerning genetically engineered

13 plants that are resistant to 2,4-D or dicamba.  At the

14 moment, we have no one lined up in our queue to make a

15 public comment, so we will encourage anyone who's on

16 the line who would like to make a comment to please

17 hit one then zero or their telephone keypad.  And

18 we'll see that and be happy to take your comment.

19 However, seeing that we have no one in the queue at

20 the moment, we will break away once again.  And I'll

21 just remind you to hit 1, then zero on your keypad if

22 you'd like to make a comment.  And if so, we'll be
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1 right back.

2           Meanwhile, we'll take a pause and be back in

3 a few minutes.  This meeting will end at 9:00 Eastern

4 daylight time tonight.  So we'll be back in a few

5 minutes, and thanks so much.

6                 (Whereupon, a recess was taken.)

7           MR. GEORGE:  We'd like to thank everyone who

8 participated today in our virtual meeting.  The

9 PowerPoint of this meeting will be available at our

10 website, www.aphisvirtualmeetings.com, within two

11 days. You will receive an emailed survey shortly after

12 the meeting.  Please complete it.  It will help us

13 make these meetings better in the future.

14           DR. STANKIEWICZ GABEL:  We will be posting

15 information, including dates and times of future

16 virtual meetings at www.aphisvirtualmeetings.com.  Our

17 next virtual meeting is tomorrow from 4 to 6 p.m.

18 Eastern daylight time.  To register to attend or

19 speak, go to www.aphisvirtualmeetings.com.

20           Thanks again for attending our virtual

21 public comment meeting.

22           MR. GEORGE:  Thank you and good night.
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1                 (Whereupon, at 8:59 p.m., the meeting

2                 was adjourned.)
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1             CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2

3 I, Linda D. Metcalf, the officer before whom the

4 foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby certify

5 that the proceedings were taken by me in stenotype and

6 thereafter reduced to typewriting under my direction;

7 that said proceedings are a true record;  that I am

8 neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any

9 of the parties to the action in these proceedings were

10 taken; and, further, that I am not a relative or

11 employee of any counsel or attorney employed by the

12 parties hereto, nor financially or otherwise

13 interested in the outcome of this action.

14

15

16

17
                    _____________________________

18                            Linda D. Metcalf
                     Notary Public in and for the

19                           State of Maryland

20

21

22 My commission expires:  July 26, 2014
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