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Attachment to Annual Report of Research Facility (APHIS Fonn 7023)

Explanation for animals classified under hem E of Amended APHIS Fonn 7023:

There were 280 Cotton rats noted in the "pain and distress without treatment" category because
they were administered an infectious disease agent that caused pain or distress, interfered with
nonnal functions, or caused acute progression to death. All of these animals were involved in
infectious challenge studies and were used to establish the pathophysiology associated with
adenoviral and coronaviral virulence. A reliable indicator of impending death or severe
morbidity has now been established for these respiratory vectors and subsequent studies provide
early endpoints and appropriate clinical intervention. While every effort is made to humanely
euthanize animals that reach irreversible morbidity, the rapid progression of the disease combined
with the non-specific nature of the developing clinical symptoms often precluded such
interventions during the documentation of pathologic changes.

There were 24 dogs involved in a single oral toxicity study that would not allow clinical
intervention until mild to moderate toxic clinical signs were elicited. These animals were not
allowed to progress beyond moderate morbidity before they were removed from study through
euthanasia. Clinical intervention to alleviate distress would have significantly impacted the
pathology findings associated with the test articles.

The animals noted in this justification were observed for development of adverse clinical signs
daily. They were under the care ofa veterinarian during the entire testing period.
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