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What is Scrapie? 
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History and Distribution of History and Distribution of 
ScrapieScrapie

 First case in U.S. in 1947First case in U.S. in 1947
 Only Australia and New Zealand are Only Australia and New Zealand are 

recognized as recognized as ““Scrapie FreeScrapie Free”” by the by the 
United StatesUnited States

 

 

Scrapie was first recorded in the UK in 1732.  Scrapie has an almost worldwide 

distribution, only Australia and New Zealand are recognized as “scrapie free”.   

Scrapie affects most breeds and both sexes.   

In the early 1950s scrapie research intensified with the importation of scrapie-

infected sheep into Canada, Australia and United States.  
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Basics of the DiseaseBasics of the Disease
TransmissionTransmission && Incubation PeriodIncubation Period

 Sheep and goats that are susceptible to Sheep and goats that are susceptible to 
scrapie are typically infected as young scrapie are typically infected as young 
lambs or kids through contact with the lambs or kids through contact with the 
infected placenta and birth fluids from infected placenta and birth fluids from 
infected ewe(s) infected ewe(s) –– not necessarily mother not necessarily mother 
to offspringto offspring

 Incubation period typically 2Incubation period typically 2--toto--5 years 5 years 
 Always fatalAlways fatal——no treatment or vaccineno treatment or vaccine

 

 

Scrapie is NOT an inherited disease.  The disease is passed in the placenta and 

birth fluid. Genetically susceptible sheep or goats may become infected with 

scrapie if they are exposed to an infected placenta or birth fluids.  

 

Please stress that SUSCEPTIBLE sheep and goats have to be in contact with 

infected sheep that are lambing. This is the current understanding of scrapie 

transmission.  

 



 4

Slide 4 

 

Scrapie and RamsScrapie and Rams……

 Rams get scrapie Rams get scrapie 
 Infected rams are Infected rams are 

not known to not known to 
transmit scrapie transmit scrapie 

 Ram genetics will Ram genetics will 
contribute to scrapie contribute to scrapie 
susceptibility in their susceptibility in their 
offspringoffspring

 

 

Semen and seminal fluids are not known to “carry” scrapie. New studies are 

warranted as new technologies for detecting the scrapie agent (PrP
sc

) are 

developed.  

 



 5

Slide 5 

 

Clinical Signs Clinical Signs (variable) including:(variable) including:

 Changes in behaviorChanges in behavior
 Hypersensitivity to noise Hypersensitivity to noise 

or movementor movement
 Scratching and rubbing Scratching and rubbing 

 Neurological behaviors Neurological behaviors 
 Loss of coordinationLoss of coordination
 Lip smackingLip smacking
 Gait abnormalities Gait abnormalities 

(Bunny hopping/walking (Bunny hopping/walking 
on eggshells)on eggshells)

 Weight lossWeight loss
 Weakness, unable Weakness, unable 

to riseto rise
 Wool loss, Wool loss, 

abrasions abrasions 
 Death, possibly Death, possibly 

suddensudden

 

 

Clinical signs are variable but can include changes in behavior (hypersensitivity 

to environment and scratching and rubbing), neurological behaviors (loss of 

coordination, lip smacking, gait abnormalities), weight loss, weakness, unable to 

rise, and death, possibly sudden. 

Common age of onset of clinical signs is 3-5 years old.   

Other ailments to rule-out that may present similar clinical signs include 

abscesses or other masses in the nervous system; viral and bacterial central 

nervous system (CNS) infections such as rabies and Listeria monocytogenes; 

nutritional disease such as excessive intake of grain and vitamin deficiency; 

toxicities such as lead poisoning; and metabolic conditions such as pregnancy 

toxemia.  

Some scrapie-infected sheep rub uncontrollably against whatever object they can 

find sometimes to the point where abrasions and scabs occur. The name scrapie 

comes from this observation. 
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National Scrapie ProgramNational Scrapie Program
 Prevention Prevention 

 Producer educationProducer education
 Ram GenotypingRam Genotyping
 SFCPSFCP

 IDID
 Integration with NAISIntegration with NAIS

 ComplianceCompliance
 Consistent State ReviewsConsistent State Reviews

 SurveillanceSurveillance
 Active targeted Active targeted –– slaughter (RSSS), slaughter (RSSS), 

live animallive animal
 Passive Passive –– owner or veterinary owner or veterinary 

reportingreporting
 Flock Clean up Flock Clean up -- IndemnityIndemnity

 Genetic based Genetic based 
 Exposure basedExposure based

 Tracing and testing exposed Tracing and testing exposed 
animalsanimals
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Questions? 

 

 

 

 



Tab 1A 
Scrapie Factsheet 



Scrapie

Scrapie is a fatal, degenerative disease affecting the
central nervous system of sheep and goats. It is
among a number of diseases classified as transmissi-
ble spongiform encephalopathies (TSE). Infected
flocks that contain a high percentage of susceptible
animals can experience significant production losses.
Over a period of several years the number of infected
animals increases, and the age at onset of clinical
signs decreases making these flocks economically
unviable. Female animals sold from infected flocks
spread scrapie to other flocks. The presence of
scrapie in the United States also prevents the export
of breeding stock, semen, and embryos to many
other countries. TSEs are the subject of increased
attention and concern because of the discovery of
bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) in cattle,
the link between BSE and variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob
disease (vCJD) in people, and feline spongiform
encephalopathy (FSE) in cats in Europe. This
increased concern has led to the following:
• Packers and producers have had difficulty finding

options for disposal of sheep offal and dead 
sheep causing packers and producers to incur 
significant increases in disposal costs,

• Other countries have expressed concerns and 
have indicated that they may prohibit or restrict 
certain ruminant products because the United 
States has scrapie, and 

• Domestic and international markets for U.S.
sheep–derived meat and bone meal have been 
adversely affected.
The combination of all of these factors has led to

the decision to develop a strong scrapie eradication
program in the United States.

Epidemiology and Transmission
The agent responsible for scrapie and other

TSEs is smaller than the smallest known virus and
has not been completely characterized. There are
three main theories on the nature of the scrapie
agent: (1) the agent is a prion, which is an abnormal
form of a normal cellular protein, 2)the agent is a
virus with unusual characteristics, and (3) the agent
is a virino, a very small piece of DNA that acts like a
virus. The scrapie agent is extremely resistant to
heat and to normal sterilization processes. It does
not evoke any detectable immune response or inflam-
matory reaction in sheep and goats.

The scrapie agent is thought to be spread most
commonly from the ewe to her offspring and to other
lambs through contact with the placenta and placen-
tal fluids. Signs or effects of the disease usually
appear 2 to 5 years after the animal is infected but
may not appear until much later. Sheep may live 1 to
6 months or longer after the onset of clinical signs,
but death is inevitable. The genetics of the sheep
affects their susceptibility to scrapie.

In the laboratory, the scrapie agent has been
transmitted to hamsters, mice, rats, voles, gerbils,
mink, cattle, and some species of monkeys by inocu-
lation. There is no scientific evidence to indicate that
scrapie poses a risk to human health. There is no
epidemiologic evidence that scrapie of sheep and
goats is transmitted to humans, such as through con-
tact on the farm, at slaughter plants, or butcher
shops.

Clinical Signs 
Signs of scrapie vary widely among individual

animals and develop very slowly. Due to damage to
nerve cells, affected animals usually show behavioral
changes, tremor (especially of head and neck), rub-
bing, and locomotor incoordination that progresses to
recumbency and death.

Early signs include subtle changes in behavior or
temperament. These changes may be followed by
scratching and rubbing against fixed objects, appar-
ently to relieve itching. Other signs are loss of coordi-
nation, weakness, weight loss despite retention of
appetite, biting of feet and limbs, lip smacking, and
gait abnormalities, including high–stepping of the
forelegs, hopping like a rabbit, and swaying of the
back end.

An infected animal may appear normal if left
undisturbed at rest. However, when stimulated by a
sudden noise, excessive movement, or the stress of
handling, the animal may tremble or fall down in a
convulsive–like state.

Several other problems can cause clinical signs
similar to scrapie in sheep, including the diseases
ovine progressive pneumonia, listeriosis, and rabies;
the presence of external parasites (lice and mites);
pregnancy toxemia; and toxins.

On the farm, veterinarians diagnose scrapie
based on the appearance of its signs combined with
knowledge of the animal's history. Scrapie can be
diagnosed in the live animal by biopsy of the lym-
phoid tissues on the inside of the third eyelid. This
test is used by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Factsheet
Veterinary Services August 2004

APHIS



(APHIS) to determine whether exposed flocks are
infected. Scrapie is most often diagnosed by micro-
scopic examinations of brain tissue at necropsy or by
procedures that detect the presence of the abnormal
prion protein in brain tissue.

Research
Scrapie research efforts are currently focused on

developing more practical live–animal tests to diag-
nose infected sheep before they show signs, investi-
gating transmissibility of the agent, identifying the
scrapie agent and its different strains, identifying
genes that influence scrapie infection and evaluating
genetic selection as a tool for scrapie eradication.
Substantial evidence has accrued to show that the
risk of scrapie transmission by embryo’s is negligible
provided that the embryos are properly handled
between collection and transfer, but additional experi-
mental data are needed to support existing evidence.

Related Diseases 
The TSE family of diseases includes BSE: trans-

missible mink encephalopathy; FSE; chronic wasting
disease of deer and elk; kuru; both classical and vari-
ant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease; Gerstmann–Straussler-
Scheinker syndrome; and fatal familial insomnia.
TSEs have also been reported in Europe in captive
wild ruminants in the bovid family, cats, and monkeys.
The occurrence of TSEs in captive wild animals is
believed to have resulted from BSE–contaminated
feed.

Eradication Program 
USDA has initiated an accelerated scrapie eradi-

cation program. The program is based on the follow-
ing key concepts:
• Identification of preclinical infected sheep through 

live animal testing and active slaughter surveil
lance,

• Effective tracing of infected animals to their 
flock/herd of origin made possible as a result of 
the identification requirements, and 

• Providing effective genetic based flock cleanup 
strategies that will allow producers to stay in 
business, preserve breeding stock, and remain 
economically viable. APHIS provide the following 
to exposed and infected flocks/herds that 
participate in cleanup or monitoring plans:
1. Indemnity for high–risk, suspect, and scrapie 
positive sheep and goats, which owners agree to 
destroy,
2. Scrapie live-animal testing,
3. Genetic testing, and
4. Testing of exposed animals that have been 

sold out of infected and source flocks/herds.

Operating an effective program to deal with this
insidious disease requires cooperation among produc-
er organizations, allied industries, and governmental
agencies.

History
First recognized as a disease of sheep in Great

Britain and other countries of Western Europe more
than 250 years ago, scrapie has been reported
throughout the world. Only two countries are recog-
nized by the United States as being free of scrapie:
Australia and New Zealand.

The first case of scrapie in the United States was
diagnosed in 1947 in a Michigan flock. The flock
owner had imported sheep of British origin through
Canada for several years. APHIS conducted a
slaughter surveillance study from April 1, 2002, to
March 31, 2003, which determined the prevalence of
scrapie in mature U.S. cull sheep to be 0.2 percent or
one positive out of 500 cull sheep.

In the United States, scrapie has primarily been
reported in the Suffolk breed. It also has been diag-
nosed in a Border Leicester, Cheviots, Corriedales, a
Cotswold, Dorsets, Finn sheep, Hampshires, Merinos,
Montadales, Rambouillets, Shropshires, Southdowns,
and a number of crossbreeds. Through October
2003, approximately 2,350 cases in sheep and 12
cases in goats have been reported.

Additional Information 
For more information about scrapie, contact your

local APHIS, Veterinary Services, area office or 
contact:

USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services 
National Animal Health Programs 
4700 River Road, Unit 43 
Riverdale, MD 20737-1231 
Telephone (301) 734-6954 
Fax (301) 734-7964 
Current information on animal diseases and sus-

pected outbreaks is also available on the Internet.
Point your Web browser to
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/nahps/scrapie/ to reach
the APHIS scrapie home page.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orienta-
tion, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means for communication of program information (Braille, large
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720–2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326–W, Whitten Building, 14th and
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250–9410 or call
(202) 720–5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

Safeguarding American AgricultureAnimal and Plant Health Inspection Service      •United States Department of Agriculture      •
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SCRAPIE DATABASE
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Scrapie Database Structure

 Database structure is similar to the 
Generic Database (GDB)

 For other program diseases, GDB is 
state-specific

 For Scrapie, all data is stored in one 
database/schema
 Scrapie National Generic Database 

(SNGD)
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Data Retrieval Options

 Discoverer

 Canned reports

 Help desk
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Help Information

 Password and access through the 
regional epidemiologist

 http://vsithelpdesk.aphis.usda.gov

 vsithelp@cofcs18.aphis.usda.gov

 ATAC phone – 877-944-8457, option 3

 If CEAH makes the product, the help 
desk supports it
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Basic Database Concepts

 A database is a single table or a collection of tables

 Columns are separate fields – the same type of 
information
 Prem ID, Name, Address, State

 Rows are single records
 All the different information for a single premises

 When you save a record, you are adding a row to 
the database

 Hard delete (removes from the database entirely)

 Soft delete (don’t display, but record remains)

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Relational Database

 Several tables, all related

 Key fields link tables
 The field repeats in both/all tables

 Prem ID, State
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Premises

Premise Supplemental

Event Summary

Sample

Test Results

GDB Lookup Table

Status

Misc. Information

CDS (Common Data Sys.)
Lookup Table

Use to lookup breed information and 
what code to use like:

Lookup Type, Lookup Code, Lookup Description

Use to find the codes that are 
Specific to the GDB Like:
Premise Codes, Event Reason, Event Type
Status Codes, Issue Codes, Release Codes 

& others

Contact Links

Person Contact
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Unified Database (UDB)

 Breaks out information into many 
tables

 Data entry

 Data retrieval

 Java-based interface

 Data migration from GDB
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Main Menu of AHSM 
 

 
 
 
Scrapie Links 
 

 
 
 



 2

AHSM Reports Menu 
 

 
 
 
Program Management Reports 
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Scrapie Reports 
 

 
 
 
Back to Data Entry 
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Data Entry Tab 
 

 
 
 
Worksheets Tab 
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Scrapie Program Worksheet Menu 
 

 
 
 
Searches Tab 
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Daily Checklist (CWD) 
 

 
 
Admin Tab 
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Data Entry Review 
 

 
 
 
Sheep/Goat Data Entry Menu 
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Record New Premises 
 

 
 
 
Edit Existing Premises 
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Record Flock Events (Inspections) 
 

 
 
 
Review Test Results 
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Mfr. Supplied Sheep/Goat Tags 
 

 
 
 
Locally Supplied Sheep/Goat Tags 
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Individual Animal Management 
 

 
 
 
Individual Animal Entry 
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View Animal Lists and Record Deaths 
 

 
 
 
Animal Inventory Management 
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SFCP Status Management 
 

 
 
 
Manage Investigation Statuses 
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Add to Noncom Report 
 

 
 
 
Add to Notification Report 
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Manage Old Statuses 
 

 
 
 
Record New Person 
 

 



Tab 3 
Working with Premises 
 
Data Entry Guide 



 

 1

AHSM Sheep/Goats (Scrapie) Data Entry Menu Screen 
 
To move directly to instructions for a button, move your mouse pointer to the button and then 
use CTL + Left Click. 
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Record New Premises 
 
Background 
 
In order to improve and standardize addresses, new features have been added to the AHSM 
module.  When creating a new premises, AHSM connects to the NAIS (national animal 
information system) premises repository validation tool to check for and return an address that is 
in compliance with the standard postal address format. 
 
In addition to getting the premises address in the proper format, the system will also return a 
national premises ID (if the premises has been registered with NAIS).  In many cases a latitude 
and longitude for the address will also be returned. 
 
If a national premises ID doesn’t already exist for a validated address, you will be given the 
opportunity to connect to your state’s standard premises registration system (SPRS) to register 
the premises.  You will need to have been given rights by you state authority to do this.  It will 
require a state given username and password to get into the state registration system.  If you do 
not have rights to do this, you can bypass this step. 
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Recording a New Premises in AHSM 
 
Procedure I  – Validate the address and record in AHSM. 
 
From the Scrapie Sheep/Goats Data Entry Menu, left click on the Record New Premises button. 
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A search screen appears 
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From here there are several possible scenarios: 
 
Scenario 1 – The premises has a national premises ID number and you know it. 
 
Enter the national premises ID in the white National Premises ID field and left click on the 
Search button.  If the premises has been registered, the validated address with be returned in the 
gray fields. 
 
The Create or Find Premises in AHSM button will become active.  Left click this button. 
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If the premises already exists in AHSM, the system will find the premises. 
 
If this truly is a new premises the validated address will automatically be placed in the new 
AHSM premises record.  You will have to enter in a Premises Name (required field) as the next 
step.  Note that the National Premises ID has been put in both the Premises ID field and the 
National Premises ID field.  It is in two places because we are still in a transition period with 
National Premises ID.  Notice also that there is a State Prem ID field.  A local premises ID may 
be entered here, such as CO1234 if you would like. 
 
Be sure to save the record at this point.  
 

 
 
There is more work to do to complete the entry of the premises such as adding premises 
supplemental record(s) e.g. herds/flocks to the premises, and contacts for the premises and each 
flock.  But before continuing, let’s look at the process if you don’t have (or don’t know whether) 
a national premises ID for this premises. 
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Scenario 2a – A national premises ID has been assigned to this premises, but you don’t know it 
or don’t know the number. 
 
You still need a validated address for the premises. 
 
At the search screen, left click on the button “Search by Address” 
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This will take you to another search screen: 
 
From this screen enter all the address information that you have on the left (pink) side of the 
screen, and left click the “Search” button 
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If the address is found in the NAIS national repository, it will be returned on the right (gray) side 
of the form in the proper postal format.  Notice in the example below that a National Prem ID 
was found.  This tells you the premises has been nationally registered.  A latitude and longitude 
have also been supplied from NAIS. 
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Review the address the system has returned.  If you believe this to be correct, left click on the 
Create Premises in AHSM button. 
 
The validated address, national prem ID and latitude/longitude values will automatically be 
placed in the AHSM premises record form. 
 
As before, you will need to fill in a premises name in the blue (required) field. 
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Scenario 2B – The premises has NOT be registered and does NOT have a national premises ID 
 
Enter all the address information you have on the left (pink) side and left click the Search button 
as in the previous example. 
 
If the address is validated but no national prem ID exists, you will get the following screen 
message returned: 
 

 
 
Hint:  You can move this dialog box out of the way to see the validated address.  Click and hold  
the top border of the dialog box with your left mouse button and drag it to another part of the 
screen. 
 
SPRS button – select this if you wish to register the premises and obtain a national premises ID 
and you have the rights to do so. 
 
Cancel button – returns you to the search screen to modify your search 
 
By-Pass Get National ID – Left click to use the validated address in a new AHSM premises 
record. 
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Here’s an example of an AHSM premises record after using the By-Pass Get National ID button: 
  

 
 
You now must enter a Premises ID in addition to a premises name.  Since a national premises ID 
doesn’t exist, your state (local) premises ID should be entered. 
 
Save the premises with the Save Premises Record button. 
 
Note: If at a later time, a national premises ID is obtained, this can be added to the National Prem 
ID field. (Under Edit Existing Premises button on the data entry menu)
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Scenario 3 – The address doesn’t validate.   
 
You get a message as below.  You can left click the Cancel button to return to the search and try 
again.  You may have tried several times but haven’t been able to get a valid address.  Maybe all 
you have is a post office box number (which will not validate). 
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In either case, you don’t have a valid address but need to get the premises into the database so 
you can add other records associated with this premises. 
 
Left click on the By-Pass Valid Address Button to take you to a black premises screen: 
 

 
 
Enter all required information on the premises into the required (blue) fields and save the 
premises record. 
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Recording a New Premise in AHSM 
 
Procedure II  – Adding Contact(s) to the premises 
 
The Scrapie AHSM system allows you to add one (or more) contacts to the premises.  It also 
allows you to add one or more contacts to each flock on the premises.  Each premises (and flock) 
should have a minimum of one contact (premises/herd/flock) primary contact.  As many 
additional contacts (secondary contacts) can be added as needed. 
 
A contact person is created by you and stored in the database.  The system automatically creates 
a unique database number (contact person ID).  Once a contact person is created, this person may 
be used multiple times.  For example, an individual could be the primary contact of a premises 
and also the primary contact of his/her flock as well.  In addition, the same person may also be a 
contact on other premises or for other flocks.  It is necessary to create a contact person ONLY 
ONCE.  An association is made between the person and any premises or flocks that the person is 
involved with.  This means that if information about the contact is edited (such as a change of 
address, phone number, etc.) the information is updated for all the premises/flocks the person is 
associated with. 
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If you know that a person has never been added to the database, you can create a new contact; 
nevertheless it is good practice to check if the person exists in the database before creating a new 
contact person record. 
 
To check whether a contact person exists in the database, you should query the database for the 
person.  To do this: 
 
Place your cursor in Last Name Box of the Premises Primary Contact area of the screen 
Type in the Last Name of the person (or a portion of the name) 
Left click on the down arrow button to the right of the field  
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This will return a list of all last names that begin with the letters you typed. 
 
Scroll through the list to find the correct person, and left-click the OK button. 
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This will enter the person’s information into the display area of the screen 
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Now YOU MUST ASSOCIATE this person with the premises.  To do this use the drop down 
arrow to select a role (required field) for the person. 
 
After you have selected a role for the person, be sure to SAVE the primary contact to the 
premises. 
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If you truly need to add a NEW contact person to the database, do the following: 
 
Left Click on the Create Contact Person button below the premises location information. 
A dialog box will appear with the question below. 
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If you answer YES, the premises information will be copied into a contact person data entry 
screen. 
 
You must select the type of address (mail or delivery - required field) from the drop down box. 
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Once this is done you can edit this screen if needed. 
 
You can add additional addresses, phone, e-mail etc. (Individual’s Communication Information) 
 
When you are done, left click the SAVE button. 
 
Note:  When the record is saved the system will automatically add a person ID number to the 
record. 
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When you are finished, click the BACK button to return to the premises screen. 
 
REMEMBER, you are not quite done yet.  BE SURE to select a role to ASSOCIATE this person 
WITH the premises. 
 
Once a role has been selected, be sure to left click the Save Primary Contact to Premises button. 
 

 
 
Review the buttons below the contact information.  You can: 
 
View and edit the primary contact information. 
 
Delete the primary contact.  (This will not delete the contact person record – only the association 
between the contact person and the premises). 
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The last button is the View/Add/Modify Secondary Contacts button.  This will allow you to add 
other individuals as contacts to the premises.  This might include other owners, caretakers of the 
property, or veterinarians. 
 
When you left click on this button you will be taken to a screen for adding secondary contacts.  
You can search for an existing person by typing in a last name and left clicking the down arrow, 
or add a new contact by clicking the Create Contact Person button. 
 
BE SURE select a role (association with the premises) and then save the record. 
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Recording a New Premise in AHSM 
 
Procedure III  – Adding a flock or herd (premises supplemental record) to the premises. 
 
Every premises in AHSM should have at least one premises supplemental record.  This is what 
identifies the sheep flock or goat herd that is on the premises. 
 
From the premises screen, left click the View/Add/Modify Herd or Flock button.  This will take 
you to the Add Herd or Flock to Premises screen. 
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Complete the blue (required fields) on the left of the screen, any other information you have, and 
save the record. 
 
Notice that on the right of the screen is an area for Herd/Flock primary contacts.  This works 
identical to the premises contacts with one exception. 
 
If the herd or flock contact is the same as for the premises, you can left click the Same Contact 
button to copy the information from the premises. 
 
If someone else is the primary flock/herd contact, add or create a person just as you did with the 
premises.  Secondary flock/herd contacts are added the same way also.  When you are finished 
adding contacts and their association, be sure to same the record. 
 
To add additional flocks/herds, place the cursor in a blue field on the left side of the screen, and 
click the + button on the top of the screen.  This will give you a blank data entry screen to add 
another sheep or goat flock.  Repeat the process and save all you work. 
 

 
 

Return to Data Entry Menu Screen
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Edit Existing Premises 
 
The second button on the Scrapie AHSM data entry menu screen is used to retrieve premises that 
already exist in the database to review or update these records. 
 
Left click on the Edit Existing Premises button 
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You will be automatically put into query mode (notice the orange color at the top of the screen) 
 
Type in criteria for your query.  To execute the query, left click on the EXE button on the button 
bar at the top of the screen. (or use keyboard commands – CTL + F11). 
 
When you retrieve the premises, you can now update and save the record if needed. 
 

 
 
Return to Data Entry Menu Screen 
 



Tab  3A 
Working with Premises 
 
Training Exercise 
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Training Exercises 
 
The following exercises are designed to reproduce a natural work flow process that might 
happen in any state as they record and monitor data on goats and sheep.  The user is 
presented with a set of circumstances and then asked to use the system to record the 
information they have with minimal instructions on the data entry and retrieval process. 
 
Exercise Set 1 - New Premises  
 
You have a new sheep premises that has requested to be part of the Scrapie Flock 
Certification Program (SFCP). This premises, just started business as a breeding facility 
and has not previously been part of your state’s monitoring program. You would like to 
enter it into AHSM. 
 
For this exercise, create a premises name using your last name.  Use your home 
address as the premises address. 

 
Tasks 
 

1. Create a new premises in AHSM. Go to Record New Premises button on the main 
menu.  You will be asked to verify that the premises you want to create is 
registered with a national prem ID.  If you knew the ID you could type it in the 
first page.  However, if you do not know the national prem id you may search for 
it by address. 

2. Click on the ‘Search by Address’ button. On this screen you will fill out the 
address of the premises then press the search button.  You should get a message 
back that indicates that this premises is not in the national prem repository and 
you must either go to your state premises registration system and register the 
premises or by-pass this process and enter your premises into AHSM without a 
national premises ID.  For this exercise, bypass the process and enter your 
premises into AHSM. 

3. Create a premises contact. 
4. Create a premises supplemental record for a new flock of sheep. Make up a flock 

ID according to your state rules for flock ID. 
5. Create a herd/flock contact. 
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Search by national premises ID: 
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Search by Address 

 
 
 
 
The Premises Form in AHSM: 
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Creating a contact for your premises 
 
When creating a contact for either the premises or the herd/flock you need to first create a 
premises contact person record. After the person record is created you may use that 
contact to associate with any premises or herd/flock thereafter.  See the person record 
below to create a premises contact person.  
 
The Premises Contact Person Form 

 
 
The same situation exists when creating a contact for the herd/flock.  Essentially there are 
three ways to associate a person with herd/flock depending on the situation. 

1. If there is no premises or herd/flock person in the system then 
a. Use the ‘Create Herd/Flock Contact Person’ button to first add the person 

then upon saving the record it will pop the information into the Herd/Flock 
Contacts fields 

2. If the person contact for the Herd/Flock is the same as the person contact for the 
premises then 

a. Use the ‘Same Contact’ button to pop the values displayed in the Premises 
Contact fields intothe Herd/Flock Contacts fields. 

3. If the person exists and it is not the same as the Premises Contact then use the List 
of Values(LOV) button to choose the person and pop the values into the correct 
fields. 
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Adding or Viewing a herd or flock 

 
 
After entering as many herds or flocks residing on the premises the user can use the ‘List 
Herd/Flocks’ button to view the list. 
 
 
List View for Multiple Herds/flocks 
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SCRAPIE FLOCK 
CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
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What is the Scrapie Flock 
Certification Program (SFCP)?
 Voluntary Program 

 National Board
 Encourages Certified Scrapie Free flocks

 Sets standards for certified status

 Requires continuous compliance

 Three Categories
 Complete Monitored 

 5 years

 Selective Monitored 

 Export Monitored
 New Category – 7 years
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Status Definitions

 Enrollment date
 Date board receives completed application

 Never changes

 Status date
 Initially same as enrollment date

 Changes when a flock acquires or commingles 
with a ewe from a flock that is not enrolled or 
has been enrolled for a shorter period of time
 Fairs are not considered commingling
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Owner Responsibilities

 Identify animals & allow entry
 Any animal over 12 months of age must 

have ID

 Records- establish, maintain, allow 
access

 Report suspects/ensure tissue 
samples 

 Report acquisitions of lower status
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Inspections

 Every 11-13 months on basis of enrollment date

 What to inspect

 Animals

 ID

 Clinical signs

 Records

 Complete, accurate

 Commingling, acquisitions, departures, births, 
dates
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Enrollment process

 Submit application package
 VS 5-22

 Inventory (with required information)

 Flock history statements

 VS 5-19
 Verify records and official ID

 Review by board – within 60 days

 Enrollment date
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Advancement

 When eligible 
 Status date is over 5 years old

 Export Monitored over 7 years old

 How 
 Apply and be approved by board

 Certification date is date board 
approves application 
 NOT the “status date + 5 years” date
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Downgrade

 Scrapie found – infected or source flock
 Remove from SFCP 

 May enroll again through entire process after flock 
plan completed, with new enrollment and status date

 Owner reports acquiring or commingling 
with lower status animal

 Board recommends changes because of 
not meeting standards

 Appeal process
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Scrapie Management Team

 Diane Sutton – National Program Coordinator

 Alecia Naugle – Assistant and Surveillance

 Amie Butler – Data Quality and CSR

 Chuck Gaiser – Eastern Region Epi

 Dianne Norden – Western Region Epi

 Earl Thorpe – National Program Specialist
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> 5 Years
Open CERT status

> 7 Years
EXPORT status

Close PEND status
Open COMP status

Premises_Supp
Tag/Flock ID = SFCP ID 

(User Field 1)

Order Tags
(unless tattooed)

•Premises Record
•Prem_Supplemental 
(Flock/Tag ID User Field 1)
•Open PEND status

State Scrapie Board
SFCP Approval

ASHM

VS Office Maintain Status
No Scrapie
No animals of lower status
Annual inspections
Report movements
Report signs of disease
Test dead animals

Scrapie 
Program

Application

X
Remove from 

SFCP
Epidemiological 

Investigation

+

INSPection Required
(Inventory & ID)
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Tab 5 
Enrolling a Flock in the SFCP 
 
Data Entry Guide 
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AHSM Sheep/Goats (Scrapie) Data Entry Menu Screen 
 
To move directly to instructions for a button, move your mouse pointer to the button and then 
use CTL + Left Click. 
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Status Records 
 
Status records are used as an aid in managing the Scrapie program.  Statuses can be used to 
designate a sheep/goat flock/herd as free from Scrapie (SFCP statuses PEND, COMP, SELECT, 
CERT).  They may also be used to indicate the progress in investigations of flocks/herds for 
Scrapie (INVEST) or stage of dealing with a Scrapie affected flock herd (INFECT, SOURCE, 
EXPOSE, HOLD, PLAN, PEMMP, etc.)..Another use of status records is to indicate when 
flock/herd owners of affected flocks/herds are not in compliance with regulations (NOTIFY, 
NONCOMM).  Finally statuses can be used to indicate future activities that need to be completed 
(TEST). 
 
On the Scrapie data entry menu, the first five buttons on the right side of the data entry screen are 
for adding or updating status records.  Theses will now be discussed one by one. 
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SFCP Status Management Button 
 
This button allows recording or updating status records related to the SFCP Scrapie program.  
When a herd/flock owner submits an application to become enrolled in the Scrapie SFCP 
program, a PEND status record is created in the database. 
 
After clicking on the SFCP Status Management button, you will be taken to a blank status screen 
(a message comes up first telling you that you will be in query mode; click OK) 
 
The top half of the form identifies the premises and flock/herd on which the status will be 
applied.  The lower half of the form is where the actual status information is recorded. 
 

 
 
1) Query the flock/herd to which the status is to be applied.  Enter the prem ID, flock ID, or any 
other information you may have to identify the flock, and execute the query (EXE button) 
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If the premises/flock already exists in the database, it will be returned 
 
Check to be sure that the correct flock/herd has been returned.  It’s particularly important to 
check the prem type and prem species (a premises may have multiple flocks/herds on it).  If this 
is not the correct one, scroll through the flock/herd records until you identify the correct one (use 
the arrow buttons on the screen or the up/down arrow on the keyboard). 
 
Note: 
 
If there are no “open” statuses on the flock/herd, the status area will be blank and ready for entry 
of a new record.  If there are any open status records already on the flock/herd one will appear in 
the status area.  If this is the case, click on the status area of the screen to place your cursor in the 
status record area.  Then click the + button to get a data entry ready blank status screen. 
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Enter status information in the required (blue) fields: 
 
1) Enter the Status Code (or use down arrow lookup button at right of the field) in the status code 
field.  Use the tab key to go to the issue reason field. 
 
2) Enter the Issue Reason (or use down arrow lookup button).  Tab to next field. 
 
3) Enter the Issue Date (dd-mon-yyyy). Tab key. 
 
4) Enter any other optional information you like (NR animals, health contact ID, remarks. 
 
5) Save the record (Save button).  The Issue Entry Date is already filled out for you (today’s 
date).  The Issue Entry State will be filled in for you automatically when you save the record 
(based on your log-in state information). 
 
Note:  You now have an open or active status record.  This is because the Release Information 
(Release Reason and Release Date) are blank.  To close or “release” a status record, These two 
fields must be filled in and the record saved. 
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As was mentioned earlier, when you query for a flock/herd status record, if any open status 
records exist, they will appear in the status area of the screen. 
 
Once status records are closed (released) by filling in a release reason and release date, they will 
no longer appear in the status area. 
 
You can view any released status records by clicking on the Released Status History Button on 
the lower left of the screen.  Released status records will be viewable with each line of the form 
representing one status record.  Released status records can be edited or even deleted from this 
screen by placing the cursor in the line or field that needs to be updated, typing in data and then 
Save the record. 
 
To return to the status data entry screen, click on the EXIT button at the lower right. 
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The SFCP Program has three statuses in addition to PEND.  They are COMP, SELECT, and 
CERT. 
 
Once an application for enrollment has been received and a PEND status created, there must be 
an inspection of the premises for inventory and acceptance into the program.  There must also be 
approval by the state Scrapie board. 
 
Once all this has been completed, the flock/herd is eligible for enrollment into the Scrapie SFCP 
program and will become either a COMP (completely monitored) or SELECT (selectively 
monitored) SFCP flock.  Note: SELECT status is for commercial type operations raising animals 
for slaughter and is rarely used (see UM&R for details of SELECT flocks). 
 
To record the enrollment of the flock as COMP, 
 
1) Close (release) the PEND status 
2) Open a new COMP status record 
 
To release the PEND status, query up the flock record.  All open statuses will appear on the 
status area of the screen.  Find the PEND status record.  Complete the release reason (ACC) and 
release date fields.  Save the record.  This is now a closed (released) status. 
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To open a new COMP status 
 
Query up and verify the flock you would like to apply the status. 
 
If the status area (bottom half of form) is blank, begin entering the status information 
If there is an open status record, place you cursor in a field in the status area and left click the  
+ button (Record Controls on button bar) to enter a new record. 
 
Enter the Status Code (COMP) 
Issue Reason (MET) 
Issue Date (dd-mon-yyyy) 
Press the TAB key.  This will put the same date into the status date field. 
Save the record. 
 
The status date is the same as the issue date.  This is the date from which time in the program is 
calculated.  If a flock meets all requirements of the program, five years from the status date, they 
will be eligible to apply for CERT (certified) status. 
 
If the flock receives animals from lower SFCP status, the status date can be changed to the status 
date of the animals from the lower status flock.  This would result in the flock being monitored 
for a longer time period before becoming eligible for CERT status.  
 

 



 

 9

After five years (from the status date of the COMP record), the flock is eligible to apply for 
CERT status. 
 
When approved for CERT status: 
 
1) Close (release) the COMP status 
2) Add a new CERT Status 
 
As before query up the flock record – any open statuses will appear in the form. 
In the COMP record, enter the release reason (ADV) for advancement, and the release date. 
Save the record. 
 
With cursor in the status area of the form, press the add record (+) button. 
 
Enter the Status Code (CERT) 
Issue Reason (MET) 
Issue Date (dd-mon-yyyy) 
Certified Date (enter official date of certification – likely same as issue date). 
Save the record. 
 

 
 

Return to Data Entry Menu Screen 
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Training Exercises 
 
The following exercises are designed to reproduce a natural work flow process that might 
happen in any state as they record and monitor data on goats and sheep.  The user is 
presented with a set of circumstances and then asked to use the system to record the 
information they have with minimal instructions on the data entry and retrieval process. 
 
 
Exercise Set 2 – Enrolling a flock in the certification program 
 
Tasks 
 

1. Go to the SFCP Management button on the main menu.  Find the new premises 
you created in exercise 1. 

2. Create a ‘Pend’ status record 
 

 
 
 

 



Tab 6 
Creating Inspection Records 
 
Data Entry Guide 
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AHSM Sheep/Goats (Scrapie) Data Entry Menu Screen 
 
To move directly to instructions for a button, move your mouse pointer to the button and then 
use CTL + Left Click. 

 
Record Flock Events (Inspections) 

 
Any activity that takes place at a sheep/goat premises can be recorded as an Inspection flock 
event.  Scrapie Flock Certification Program (SFCP) inspections are recorded with event reasons 
as either for enrollment into the program or routine annual inspections as required by the SFCP 
program.  All other inspection events are recorded with the event reason HLTH (inspection for 
any non-routine reason).  Specific details about the event can be recorded in the remarks field. 
 
To begin, select the Record Flock Events (Inspections) button. 
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A Disease Program Events Form in data entry mode will appear. 
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Enter Species – OVI or CAP 
Enter Event Type – INSP 
Enter Premises ID 
Enter the Event Date – dd-mon-yyyy 
Enter Event Reason –  
 ENR (SFCP enrollment),  
 ROUT (SFCP routine/annual inspection, or  
 HLTH (health – any non-routine inspection) 
Record the Event Result –  
 Pass,  
 Fail, or 
 Incomplete  
Pay Code – Enter NA 
The remaining fields are optional including remarks 
Save the record 
 
Note you may add individual animals that participated in the event if desired (Create or View 
Samples Button) 
 

 
 
Return to Data Entry Menu Screen 
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Training Exercises 
 
The following exercises are designed to reproduce a natural work flow process that might 
happen in any state as they record and monitor data on goats and sheep.  The user is 
presented with a set of circumstances and then asked to use the system to record the 
information they have with minimal instructions on the data entry and retrieval process. 
 
Exercise Set 3 – Recording Inspections  
 
Today, your inspection report from the field comes back and the 2008 inspection of the 
flock that applied for enrollment is now complete.  A 2008 census is sent with the 
inspection report and will be used later when adding animals. 
 
Later you receive word that the flock has been approved by the board for acceptance into 
the SFCP. 
 
Tasks 
 

1. Go to the ‘Record Flock Events(Inspections)’ button on the main menu. Find the 
premises and flock that applied for enrollment into the SFCP. 

2. Record the 2008 inspection. Use today’s date as the inspection date. 
3. Go to the SFCP Management button on the main menu. Find the premises and 

flock that applied for enrollment into the SFCP. 
4. Close the ‘PEND’ status record and open a ‘COMP’ record. 

 
Record an inspection 
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Animals taking part in the inspection may be recorded by clicking on the ‘Create or View 
Samples’ button. 

 
 
If this were a ‘Test’ event you could click on the ‘Tests’ button to view only ‘Test 
Results’. 
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 1

AHSM Sheep/Goats (Scrapie) Data Entry Menu Screen 
 
To move directly to instructions for a button, move your mouse pointer to the button and then 
use CTL + Left Click. 
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Individual Animal Management 
 
Clicking on the Individual Animal Management button from the main data entry menu screen 
will take you to a pop-up screen with the following choices: 
 
Individual Animal Entry 
 Allows you to add animals to a premises inventory 
View Animal Lists and Record Deaths 
 Provides a list of current inventory and allows you to mark animals as dead.  
Animal Inventory Management 
 Record the movement (transfer) of animals from one premises to another when they are 
 sold, loaned, etc. to maintain a current up to date inventory of sheep/goat premises 
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Individual Animal Entry Button 
 
Selecting this button to either add new or view individual animal records on a premises. 
  
To Enter a New animal into the premises inventory 
 Enter the Current Prem ID and then the tab key.  Premises information will appear in the  
  gray display fields 
 Enter the breed of the animal (or select from the drop down list) 
 Enter the sex of the animal (or select from the drop down list) 
 Enter all available information you know about the animal such as when acquired, born, 
 previous premises (acquisition prem) and all animal ID’s into the white fields. 
 Save the Record 
 
To add an additional animal, click the + button (or down arrow) and repeat the process. 
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To Query a premises to view and/or edit existing animal records: 
 
Put the system in Query Mode (? Button) 
 Enter the Premises ID or other criteria such as Premises Name in the gray fields 
 Execute the query (EXE button) 
 
If animal records are present for the premises, an animal record will be displayed on screen.  
This form displays only one animal record at a time.  You can modify the record if needed, and 
then Save the record. 
 
To see additional animal records, use to down and up arrows on your keyboard to scroll through 
the individual animal records. 
 
The message at the lower left of the screen will indicate that there are more records available to 
view. 
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View Animal Lists and Record Deaths Button 
 
This will take you to a Query Screen to retrieve a premises and the animals that are currently on 
the premises 
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To Query a premises, enter the premises ID and execute the query (EXE button) 
 
A list of animals for the premises will be displayed 
 
In this example, two animals have been sold; there is still one animal on the premises. 
 
To mark the third animal as dead, select a disposition reason from the Change Disposition drop 
down list, and left click Save Disposition Changes button to save the record.    
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Inventory History Button 
 
The Inventory history button allows you to view a history of where the animal has been and 
improve the tracing of animals.  The database automatically records information when animal 
records are added or animals are transferred from one premises to another. 
 
Place your cursor in the animal record (line of the form) you are interested in.  Then select the 
Inventory History Button.  A history of the animal will appear. 
 

 
 
In the above example: 
Line 1 - the animal was originally on premises ID SDB, January 1, 2006.  It was sold for 
breeding to SDB2 on April 6, 2006. 
Line 2 – The animal was recorded as being transferred back to SDB on April 6, 2006 This was 
actually a data entry mistake. More on that later in the transfer of animals. 
Line 3 – The animal was sold for breeding to SDB5 on June 15, 2006 
Line 4 – The animal currently resides on premises SDB 5 as of June 15, 2006  
 



 

 8

Animal Inventory Management Button 
 
This screen allows the transfer of animals from one premises to another.  When you are informed 
that an animal was transferred from one premises to another, the information is recorded here. 
 
The screen is in Query Mode, click the OK button 
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Enter the premises ID or other information about the premises where the animal was transferred 
FROM (left side of the screen) 
Execute the query (EXE button) to retrieve the premises and a list of any animals that are 
currently recorded as part of the departing premises 
  
Enter the reason for the transfer, destination premises ID or flock ID, and the date of the transfer 
in the Destination premises fields (blue fields on right top of screen). 
 
For any animal(s) you want to transfer to the new destination premises, click on the check box 
“Transfer to Destination” 
 
When ready to complete the transfer, click on the Transfer Checked Animal(s) button on the 
lower right of the screen.  You have now created a record to indicate the check animal(s) were 
transferred from the departing premises to the destination premises.  You have also automatically 
a running history of where that animal has been. 
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What if you accidentally transferred the animal to the wrong premises?  The transfer record 
created in error cannot be deleted because a history of the animal has already been recorded in 
the database.  To correct: 
 
1) Query up premises where animal was incorrectly transferred to. 
2) Type in the original premises ID as the destination premises. 
3) Use MIS (mistake) as the disposition reason, enter the transfer date 
4) Click Transfer to Destination checkbox for the animal(s) 
5) Click the Transfer Checked Animal(s) button 
6) Now the animal is back to its original premises 
7) Query up the original premises. 
8) Transfer the animal again, but this time to the correct destination premises 
 
Here’s an example of an animals history when a mistake was made and corrected. 
 
Line 1 – Animal transferred from SDB2 to SDB3 (Sold for breeding) 
Line 2 – A mistake was made so animal transferred back to SDB2 from SDB3 
Line 3 – Correct transfer made from SDB2 to SDB4 (sold for breeding) 
Line 4 – Animal currently listed on premises SDB4 
 

 
 

Return to Data Entry Menu Screen 
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Training Exercises 
 
Exercise Set 4 – Entering and Moving Animals 
 
Tasks 
  

1. Go to Individual Animal Management Menu button on the main menu. Click 
on Individual Animal Entry.  Note you are immediately in ‘enter’ mode. You 
should begin to type in the premises ID of the premises from the first exercise. 
If you need the list of values you should click on the pull-down button. 

2. Enter the breed, sex and acquisition date.  Enter an animal ID. Use your state 
abbreviation with a number. Save the record.  Try to do this by not taking 
your hand off the keyboard. Enter at least 4 animals. 

3. After you have entered several animals on your new premises, close this form 
and return to the Animal Management pop-up menu. Click on ‘View Animals 
and Record Deaths’.  You are immediately in ‘query’ mode.  Search on the 
premises to which you just added animal.  This is a list view of all the animals 
on the premises.  You may mark an animal as ‘dead’ here. The pull down list 
of values on the ‘Change Disposition’ is limited to reasons why an animal is 
dead. 

4. Close this form and return to the Animal Management pop-up menu. Click on 
‘Move and Receive Animals’.  You are immediately in ‘query’ mode. Search 
on the premises to which you added animals. You must fill out the top portion 
then click on at least 2 animals to move. Move your animals to any premises 
that appears on the list.  The list is filtered to show only goat and sheep 
premises.  If you need to move your animals to several different premises you 
will need to perform this transaction as many times as you have differing 
destination premises or moving reasons. 

 
Individual Animal Management Menu 
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Individual Animal Entry: This screen opens up immediately ready to enter data.  You 
must enter the premises to which you are adding the animal first. The premises must exist 
in the database. 
 

 
 
Risk, Sign, Test Results on the bottom of the form are included for backward 
compatibility.  The fields are grayed out to prevent additional data entry, however the 
user may view existing records. 
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Animal Inventory List format: The user may mark an animal when it is dead and no 
longer in the current inventory. 
 

 
 
Animal Movement: The user must identify the departing premises first in order to see 
the current inventory.  The user must then identify where the animal is moving to. Click 
on the check boxes to move the specific animal. 
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New Search Functions 
 
The system now allows the user to use the ‘Searches’ tab for quick record searches and 
for navigating to original records for editing.  For the scrapie program the only searches 
that are open for use are the first two tabs listed on the left side of the page: 

 Premises Search  
 Contact Search 

The user must first identify the criteria they will use for their search by pulling down the 
list of value. Then the user identifies the value for that search critera. The system will 
automatically pull up search form when the user is sending over the premises ID or 
Premises Name to save time on the validation process.  
 
Premises Search 
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Herd/Flock Id Search Results 
 

 
 
 
Searches cont. 
 Contact Searches 
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Search Results 
 Premises Contacts 

 
 
Search Results 
 Herd/Flock Contacts 
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Flock Investigations and Plans
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Offspring Susceptibility Table

AA RRAV QRAA QRAR

AV QRVV QQAV QQVQ

AA QRAV QQAA QQAQ

ARVQAQ

Ram (136/171)Ewe

(136/171)

Highly Susceptible Rarely Susceptible Resistant
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Why investigate flocks?

 Infected/Source Investigations:
 RSSS positive traced to a flock

 Clinical suspect animal tests positive

 3rd eyelid positive test – on trace outs or genotyping

 Positive animal born or lambed in different flock

 Missing ewes – basic genotyping and review

 FUI (Flock Under Investigation):
 Animal from a source or infected flock added to a different 

flock
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Flock Plan

 Written flock management plan signed 
by the owner, an accredited 
veterinarian (if one is employed), and a 
state or federal representative in which 
each participant agree to undertake 
specific actions.
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Post Exposure Management and 
Monitoring Plan(PEMMP)

 Written agreement signed by the 
owner, an accredited veterinarian if 
employed and a state or federal 
representative in which each agrees to 
undertake specific actions.  

 Purpose is to reduce the risk of 
Scrapie and to monitor for the 
occurrence of Scrapie for five years.
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Flock Plans 

 Standard Genetic Plan 

 Options –Genetic Plan

 9CFR Plan-Exposure Based 

 Whole Flock Depopulation

 

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 



 7

Slide 7 

 

Standard Genetic Flock Plan

 Report and submit tissues from suspects

 Official ID all animals over 1 year of age

 Provide epidemiological information  to 
identify high risk and exposed animals

 Request breed associations, etc. to 
disclose records to APHIS or state
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Requirements of 
Standard Genetic Based Flock Plan

 Remove genetically susceptible exposed 
animals

 Clean and disinfect as per 9CFR
 Provide facilities and personnel needed 

to carry out requirements of flock plan
 Apply EID to retained sheep other than 

genetically resistant exposed sheep
 Agree to PEMMP
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Options – Genetic Plan

 Not recommended; not a good plan
 Owners who retain genetically susceptible 

exposed sheep
 Genetically susceptible exposed animals – 3rd

eyelid tested 
 Genetically susceptible exposed animals 

permanently restricted
 Genetically susceptible exposed animals must be 

bred to RR rams only
 Open EXPOSE flock status when INFECT or 

SOURCE status is released 
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9 CFR Flock Plan

 Based on current 9 CFR definitions

 Removes all high risk animals 
 Includes RR and QR animals (as defined 

in the CFR)

 Generally this plan removes more 
animals than the genetics-based plan 
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Whole Flock Depopulation

 Requested when:
 Cost effective 

 High risk of recurrence 

 Owner wants out of sheep business and 
requests depopulation –only approved if  
in the interest of the program

 Goat herds 

 Flocks with positive  RR sheep
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PEMMP Requirements

 Apply official ID to animals,  as required for 
sheep leaving any premises and maintain the 
required records

 Report animals showing signs suggestive of 
Scrapie and have tissues collected, if 
requested

 Make animals and records available for 
inspection

 Keep records for 5 years after death or removal
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Noncompliant flocks

 SOURCE or INFECTED flocks that decline to enter into 
a Flock Plan or PEMMP within 30 days of designation 
 Issue reason = NFP

 EXPOSED flocks that don’t make animals available for 
testing within 60 days of designation
 Issue reason = NT

 Flocks whose owner has misrepresented Scrapie status 
of an animal or any other info on an official document
 Issue reason = MS

 Flocks with 9 CFR movement violations within the last 5 
years
 Issue Reason = MV
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Notify Status

 For SOURCE or INFECTED flocks 
with records that are insufficient to 
trace all animals sold
 Issue reason = IR

 Flock’s record will automatically be 
removed from the Web page report 30 
days after the issue date of the 
NOTIFY status
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Noncompliant & Notify Reports

 http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal
_diseases/scrapie

 Links to Scrapie web page
 Noncompliant and Notify Reports

 Left hand side of the screen in a light blue box 

 SFCP here as well

 Flocks with open NONCOM (Noncompliant) or 
NOTIFY (posted for 30 days) in the SNGD 
appear on these web reports in real time
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Overview of Scrapie Epidemiology 
Case Management

GDB Scrapie Data 
Entry Course
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2

Initiation of an Epidemiologic Case

 Initiated for a report of a:
1. Clinical Suspect, or

2. Positive (or inconclusive) test result collected at 
slaughter as part of surveillance effort, or 

3. Positive (or inconclusive) test result collected on 
the farm as part of surveillance effort, or 

4. Positive  (or inconclusive) test result in a trace 
forward flock
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Flock A

Epidemiologic Case – Example of a Traceback of a positive 
from RSSS

3

Open INVEST Status
IR = SLT
Close INVEST Status
RR=TRB
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Flock A

Epidemiologic Case – Example of a Traceback of a positive 
from RSSS

FlockB

4

Open INVEST Status
IR = TRB
Close INVEST Status
RR=INF
Open INFECT Status
IR=TRB
Open PLAN Status
IR=GBFP 
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Flock A

Epidemiologic Case – Example of a Traceback of a positive 
from RSSS

FlockB

Flock C

5

Open INVEST Status
IR = TRB
Close INVEST Status
RR=SOU
Open SOURCE Status
IR=TRB
Open PLAN Status
IR=GBFP 
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Flock A

Epidemiologic Case – Example of a Traceback of a positive 
from RSSS

FlockB

Flock C

Flock F

Flock E

9

Open INVEST Status
IR = TRF
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Flock A

Epidemiologic Case – Example of a Traceback of a positive 
from RSSS

FlockB

Flock C

Flock F

Flock E

10

Open INVEST Status
IR = TRF
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8

Closure of an Epidemiolgic Case

 An epi case can be closed when
1. All trace back investigations from all premises 

identified are completed, and

2. All trace forward investigations have been 
entered and completed.
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Example of RSSS traceback from slaughter (abbreviated) 
 
Blue rectangle = Index flock – in this case the flock the RSSS positive was last on before she 
went to slaughter. 
 
Yellow triangles are trace back flocks 
 
Green circles are trace forward flocks 
 
Indented lines indicate data entry functions in SNGD. 
 
Using TEST status is optional.  These are listed in parentheses. 
 
IR = Issue Reason, RR = Release Reason 
 
Flock A  
Slide 3 
 
You receive an e-mail from the On-line TSE Laboratory Submission system alerting you that 
a scrapie-positive sheep was collected at a slaughter plant in your state through the 
Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance system (RSSS).  The report contains the official 
ID that was on the animal.  The ID originated from within your State.  A search of the SNGD 
reveals the flock that the tag belongs to.  Open a Status record for that flock: 
  

Open INVEST status, IR = SLT 
 Enter information about the RSSS positive animal 
 
The RSSS positive animal was in this flock but didn’t lamb, and wasn’t born here.  However, 
it commingled with the rest of the flock during lambing season.   
  

Release INVEST status, RR = TRB.  
Slide 4 – Flock A is clear to show “done” 

  
The flock owner says he purchased the RSSS positive animal from Flock B. 
 
 
Flock B Slide 4 still, click to fly in flock B 
  
 Open INVEST status, IR = TRB.  

Enter the ID of the animal being traced in the remarks section of the INVEST status 
record for this flock. 

 
The RSSS positive animal lambed in this flock, but wasn’t born here (So it’s an infected 
flock).    
 

Release INVEST status, RR = INF 
Open INFECT status, IR = TRB. Enter the ID of the RSSS positive animal that led to 
this infected flock in the remarks section of the INFECT status record for this flock.   
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The owner signs a Genetic Based flock plan. 
 
 Open PLAN status, IR = GBFP 
 (Open a TEST status for genotyping, IR GFP – This step is optional) 
 
The flock owner says he purchased the RSSS positive animal from Flock C. 
 
Flock C Slide 5, click to fly in flock C 
  

Open INVEST Status, IR = TRB. Enter the ID of animal being traced in remarks. 
 
This flock is determined to be the birth premises of the RSSS positive animal, therefore it is 
designated as a Source flock. 
  

Release INVEST status, RR = SOU 
Open SOURCE status, IR = TRB.  Enter the ID of animal born in this flock that 
makes it a source flock in the remarks section. 

 
The owner signs a Genetic Based flock plan. 
  

Open PLAN status, IR = GBFP 
 (Open a TEST for genotyping, IR = GFP) 
 
 
Start Trace forward investigations for flocks E and F. 
   
Flock E Slide 6, click to fly in flocks E and F, click again to highlight flock E 
   

Open INVEST, IR = TRF.  Enter IDs and/or other description (face color, number, 
etc) about the trace forward animals in the remarks section. 

   
Flock F Slide 7, click to highlight flock F 
 
   

Open INVEST, IR = TRF.  Enter IDs and/or other description (face color, number, 
etc) about the trace forward animals in the remarks section. 
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Managing a Case Investigation 
 
Data Entry Guide 
  



 

 1

AHSM Sheep/Goats (Scrapie) Data Entry Menu Screen 
 
To move directly to instructions for a button, move your mouse pointer to the button and then 
use CTL + Left Click. 
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Manage Investigation Statuses 
 
Background 
 
A Scrapie Epidemiologic Case Investigation may be initiated by: 
 

 Positive (or inconclusive) test result submitted from slaughter as part of surveillance 
(Event Rsn SLT) 

 
 Positive (or inconclusive) test result submitted from on the farm as part of surveillance 

effort (Event Rsn SURF) 
 

 Positive (or inconclusive) test result in a trace forward flock (Event Rsn TRF) 
 

 Presence or report of Clinical Suspect in a Flock  (Event Rsn SA) 
 
Creating a New Epidemiologic Case Investigation in AHSM (SNGD) 
 

 When an epidemiologic investigation originates and is initiated in your state for any of 
the above reasons, a new investigation event should be created in AHSM (Manage 
Investigation Statuses) 

 An Epi Case Nr is automatically created by the database 
 Status records for all subsequent premises investigations (within the state) need to be 

recorded under the initial epidemiologic case event.  
 

Adding Premises and Records to an Epidemiologic Case Investigation initiated in another state 
(Multi-state investigations) 
 

 When notified by another state of a trace back or trace forward of an animal to your state 
as a result an ongoing investigation initiated in another state, you will investigate the 
premises(s) of interest. 

 Database records (statues) about your investigations should be entered into the database 
under the investigation event previously created in the initiating state. 

 It is critical for the state that informs you of the traceback or trace forward animal to 
supply necessary information to so you can find the existing investigation under which 
you will enter records pertaining to your investigation. 

 The Epi Case Number is an ideal means with which to find the proper investigation event 
 Communication between states is key. 
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Creating a New Epidemiologic Investigation Event 
 

 Log-in to the AHSM database 
 Select: 

  1.  Data Entry Tab,  
  2.  Sheep and Goat Menu,  
  3.  Manage Investigation Statuses Button 
 

 
 

1 

2 
3 
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Fill in all required information (blue fields) including: 
 Disease = SCR 
 Species = OVI or CAP 
 Premises ID 
 Event Type = INVEST 
 Investigation Rsn = SLT, TRF, SA, SURF 
 Investigation Date = DD-MON-YYYY 
 SAVE the record 
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Saving the record will automatically create an open INVEST status on the premises 
 
You are also given the option of automatically creating an INFECT, SOURCE, or EXPOSE 
status, if appropriate.  If you say no, only an INVEST status will be opened 
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1.  Notice that once the record is saved, an Epi Case Nr is automatically assigned. 
 
2.  Any animal identification information can be added to the remarks section 
 
3.  The Animal information section is not for data entry.  It is a query tool that will retrieve 
information on an animal if the animal was tested from RSSS and thus automatically recorded 
into the database 
 
4.  To view or create status records on this investigation, select the button on the bottom of the 
screen 
 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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You will be taken to a screen with information on the originating premises including: 
 
1. Premises Information 
2. Open Status Records 
3. Area to Release (Close) Status Information 
4.  Button to View Listing of Released (closed) status on the premises 
5.  Tab to add TEST status 
6.  Tab to add HOLD status 
7.  Button that allows you to view or add other premises related to the investigation 
 
 

 
 
All statuses related to the ORIGINATING premises will be added and updated on this screen. 
 
Selecting Add or View Related Premises (7) will allow you to add trace back and trace forward 
premises to the investigation 
 
 
 
 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 6 
7 
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Adding Additional Premises and Records to the Epidemiologic Investigation 
 
When you select the View List Related Premises button, you will receive the following screen.  
Click Yes 
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You will be taken to a very similar looking screen 
 
1.  Note: that this screen still has originating premises information on the top half, but to add 
status records for a new premises, the premises ID must either be entered, or a query performed 
to find the premises ID you want. 
 
 

 

1 
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When adding records pertaining to a new premises for the investigation, an INVEST status must 
ALWAYS BE CREATED before any other status can be added. 
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When the DSE determines the status of the flock, the INVEST status can be released (closed) by 
adding the appropriate release reason and date.  (and saving record) 
 
In this example the INVEST status is closed because the flock is determined to be infected 
(INFECT status) 
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1.  An INFECT status can then be added. 
 
2.  The View List Related Premises Button provides a listing of all statuses related to this epi 
investigation under this Epi Case Nr. 
 

 

1 

2 
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Results of View List Related Statuses 
 

 



 

 14

A Scrapie Epidemiological Investigation can be closed when: 
 

 All trace back investigations from all premises identified are entered and completed, and 
 All trace forward investigations have been entered and completed 

 
 
When is a new Epidemiology Case Initiated in AHSM? 
 
When a trace forward investigation results in the flock of interest determined to be INFECTED, 
a new case investigation should be initiated in AHSM (create new investigation event under 
Manage Investigation Statuses Button with a NEW Epi Case Nr) 
 
 

Return to Data Entry Menu Screen 
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Training Exercises 
 
Exercise Set 5 – Managing a Case Investigation 
Tasks 
Flock A  
 

1. You receive an e-mail from the On-line TSE Laboratory Submission system 
alerting you that a scrapie-positive sheep was collected at a slaughter plant in your 
state through the Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance system (RSSS).  The 
report contains the official ID that was on the animal.  The ID originated from 
within your State.  A search of the SNGD reveals the flock that the tag belongs to.  
Open a Status record for that flock: 

  
Open INVEST status, IR = SLT 

 Enter information about the RSSS positive animal 
 

2. The RSSS positive animal was in this flock but didn’t lamb, and wasn’t born here.  
However, it commingled with the rest of the flock during lambing season.   

  
Release INVEST status, RR = TRB.  

 
3. The flock owner says he purchased the RSSS positive animal from Flock B. 

 
 
Flock B  
  
 Open INVEST status, IR = TRB.  

Enter the ID of the animal being traced in the remarks section of the INVEST 
status record for this flock. 

 
The RSSS positive animal lambed in this flock, but wasn’t born here (So it’s an 
infected flock).    

 
Release INVEST status, RR = INF 
Open INFECT status, IR = TRB. Enter the ID of the RSSS positive animal that 
led to this infected flock in the remarks section of the INFECT status record for 
this flock.   

 
The owner signs a Genetic Based flock plan. 

 
 Open PLAN status, IR = GBFP 
 (Open a TEST status for genotyping, IR GFP – This step is optional) 
 

4. The flock owner says he purchased the RSSS positive animal from Flock C. 
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Flock C  
Open INVEST Status, IR = TRB. Enter the ID of animal being traced in remarks. 

 
This flock is determined to be the birth premises of the RSSS positive animal, 
therefore it is designated as a Source flock. 

  
Release INVEST status, RR = SOU 
Open SOURCE status, IR = TRB.  Enter the ID of animal born in this flock that 
makes it a source flock in the remarks section. 

 
The owner signs a Genetic Based flock plan. 

  
Open PLAN status, IR = GBFP 

 (Open a TEST for genotyping, IR = GFP) 
 
Back to Flock B 

5. Blood samples for genotyping have been submitted. 
  

(Close the TEST Status, RR = DTC) 
 (Open a TEST Status for depopulation, IR = NFP) 
 (Opene a TEST Status for second genotype of QR and RR animals, IR = GFP) 
 

Depopulate the intact QQ animals, and submit samples for IHC testing. Blood is 
now collected on retained QRs and RRs for the second genotype. 

 (Close the TEST Status, RR = DTC) 
 (Close the TEST Status, RR = DTC) 
 

Test results come back positive for two animals.  One was born in Flock B (Flock 
B should now be designated as a Source flock). 

  
Close INFECT status, RR = SOU 
Open SOURCE status, IR = TRB.  Enter  in remarks the ID of the positive animal 
that was born in this flock that made this a source flock. 

 
The second positive animal was purchased from flock C. 

 
6. The owner has completed cleaning and disinfection, and has provided records for 

tracing out high risk and exposed animals (he sold animals to flock D), and signs 
a Post Exposure Monitoring and Management Plan (the flock plan is now 
completed). 

  
 Close PLAN status, RR = FPC 
 Open PEMMP status, IR = GBPP 

Start Trace back investigations for flock C. 
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Flock C (already being investigated as a Source flock) 
 

7. Enter the positive animal above in the remarks section of the     
Source Status record for Flock C  

 
Start Trace forward investigation for flock D. 

   
Flock D 
   

8. Open INVEST, IR = TRF.  Enter IDs and/or other description (face color, 
number, etc) about the trace forward animals in the remarks section. 
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Open an Epidemiological Case: 

 
 

The animal portion of this form allows you to choose from the Scrapie RSSS. Other 
samples are not available with this version of the software. 
 
The first status record screen relates to the index flock or the flock that initiated the 
investigative case. The screen will show you all open statuses. You may flip through the 
records by using the << and >> icons . 
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By clicking on the ‘Released Status History on the Premises’ you will see a list of 
statuses previously opened and subsequently released.  The closed statuses may or may 
not relate to the current investigation. 
 

 
 
 By clicking on the ‘Add or View Related Premises’ button, you will see additional 
flocks/premises with open statuses involved in the Epi Case. 
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If you click on the ‘View List of Related Premises’ you can see all flock/premises 
involved in the Epi case with open statuses. 
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AHSM Sheep/Goats (Scrapie) Data Entry Menu Screen 
 
To move directly to instructions for a button, move your mouse pointer to the button and then 
use CTL + Left Click. 
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Add to Noncom Report & Add to Notify Reports Statuses 
 
Background 
 
Noncom Status – a Noncom status is applied to a flock when there is evidence that the flock 
owner is not in compliance with program requirements.  Noncom status is issued when the owner 
misrepresents flock status, has movement violations, has no Flock Plan, has non completed a 
flock plan, or is not in compliance with a flock plan, is not testing and/or conducting necropsies 
as required.  Status issue reason codes available for the above. 
 
Notify Status – a Notify status is used when there are inadequate records available to trace 
animals under investigation. 
 
The Add to Noncom Report and Add to Notify Report button will quickly allow you to add 
either status.  In addition to adding these statuses to the AHSM database, these statuses will also 
be reflected the web-based NOTIFY and NONCOM reports.  These reports alert the public to the 
potential increased risk of purchasing animals from these flocks.   
 
To add a new status, left click the appropriate button from the data entry main menu screen. 
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This screen works identically to other status screens. 
 
The Status Code (in this case NONCOM) will be entered into the form for you. 
 
Enter (or select from a list with the arrow to the right of the field) the issue reason. 
Tab and enter the issue date (dd-mon-yyyy). 
Save the record. 
 

 
 
 
Return to Data Entry Menu Screen 
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Accessing Scrapie Reports 
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 3
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Scrapie Status Report 
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Inspection Report 
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 9

Inventory Report 
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Animal Movement 
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Scrapie Tag Report 
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 15

Investigation Report 
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Accessing Scrapie Worksheets 
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 3
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Pending SFCP Enrollments 
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Inspections Due 
 

 
 
 

Premises retrieved on the Inspections Due worksheet include premises that: 
 

1. Belong to your local state. 
2. Have an active compliance program status, for example, COMP, SELECT, CERT 

or PEND. 
3. Have not had an inspection in the last year. 
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Flocks Under Investigation 
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Infected Flocks 
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Source Flocks 
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Flocks Under Plan 
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Accessing Scrapie Searches 
 



 2

Premises Search 
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 4

Contact Search 
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Inventory Animal 
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Sample Animal 
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Animal Movements 
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Status Trade History 
 

 



 13
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Positive Herds 
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SCR06-LWJ-04.14.08                                             USDA – APHIS – Veterinary Services          Page 1 of 6 

Veterinary Services Laboratory Submissions (VSLS) Module for 

Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance (RSSS) 

Creat ing Lab Submission Records using VSLS Web Forms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Screen 

After logging into the VSLS Module, you first see the Welcome Screen.  On it is a Navigation Box (see left).   
Your login profile determines which Action Items you will see in this box and be able to use. 

Change Password – Use to change your login password for the VSLS Module. 
Create Lab Submission – Use to start a new Lab Submission Record for your Scrapie RSSS specimens.  
Review Lab Submissions – Use to do any of the tasks below:   
• Open an incomplete Lab Submission Record in order to edit, finish, and electronically transmit it. 
• View a Lab Submission Record that has already been electronically transmitted to a testing laboratory.  
• View a Lab Submission Record that contains Scrapie RSSS test results that were reported by a testing laboratory. 

Enter Lab Results – Used by a testing laboratory to enter RSSS test results into a Lab Submission Record. 
(Note:  Procedures for this Action Item appear in a separate job aid, Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance 
(RSSS) – Entering Laboratory Test Results.)  
Generate Reports – Use to generate, view, save, and print Scrapie RSSS reports.  

Action Item:    Create Lab Submission                 Create Lab Submission       (more) 

The Create Lab Submission Action Item consists of these tasks: 
   a)  Completing the Create Lab Submission Form 
   b)  Completing the Collection Information Form 
   c)  Completing the Samples Form 
   d)  Completing the Review Submission Form 
 
 

  Completing the Create Lab Submission Form   

             Under Action Items, click on Create Lab Submission.     

             Create Lab Submission Form 

Fill out the data fields on this form as instructed below: 

• Program – Select Scrapie Eradication Program.   
This form then expands to display the following data fields.   

• Collection Type – Select Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance. 
• Referral # – Uniquely identifies a Lab Submission Record.   

Format: SSAAAMMDDYYYY (where SS=a State’s two-letter postal 
abbreviation, AAA=two or three initials of the submitter’s name, and 
MMDDYYYY=the date on which the physical animal specimens were 
collected). 
Example: COMTM07082007  (“Colorado, MTM, July 8, 2007”) 
Note: If you do more than one collection event on the same day, add a 
unique, one letter-suffix to the Referral # for each event’s Lab 
Submission Record. 
Examples: COMTM07082007A, COMTM007082007B, COMTM007082007C 

• Collection Date – Date on which the collection event was performed. 
The default is the current date.  To change, use one of these methods: 
∼ Click the pop-up calendar (       ) icon to specify the date. 
∼ Type “T” for today’s date, “T-4” for 4 days before today, “T+2” for 

2 days after today, etc.  Then press the Tab key. 
∼ Manually enter the date in this format:  mm/dd/yyyy 
Note: If you specify a date that is 30 days prior to or after the current 
date, you will see a warning message.  Or, if your date is 6 months prior 
to or after the current date, you will see an error message. 

            Use one of these commands: 

                                       Click, to open a new Collection Information Form. 

                Click, to cancel this Lab Submission and to return to the 
Welcome Screen.  Any data already entered will not be saved. 

  Completing the Collection Information Form   

            Submission Information Block  

This block is view-only and auto-filled with data that you entered earlier in 
the Create Lab Submission Form. 

        Premises/RSSS Collection Site Information Block 

Use Method A or Method B below to complete this block. 

Method A…Manually fill out each data field as described below: 
• Premises ID – National or State identification for this premises. 

Note: If you enter an invalid ID, a warning message will appear when 
you try to save this form. 

• Prem Name – Business or owner name associated with this premises. 
• Prem Type – Description of the operation conducted on this premises. 
• Address 1 – Primary address of this premises.  
• Address 2 – Secondary address information for this premises. 
• City – City in which this premises is located.  
• State – State in which this premises is located.  
• Zip – Zip code of this premises (5-digit or 9-digit version). 

Method B…Search for a Premises Record currently stored in the GDB. 
a. Next to Premises/RSSS Collection Site Information, click              . 

General Information/Tips 
• VSLS URL   http://cowebapps.aphis.usda.gov/vslabsub 
• VS IT Help Desk Phone #   1-877-944-8457 
• Assumptions   You have a login & password to the VSLS Module.   

 You also know how to use a web browser program. 
• Required fields   On each VSLS web form, you must enter information in 

each data field marked with a red label and asterisk (*).  Example: Referral #* 
• Pop-up Blockers   Before logging into the VSLS Module, turn off/ disable 

your web browser’s pop-up blocker feature.  

 

These buttons                                                                   appear in the top-right corner 
of each VSLS web form.  
• Home takes you to the Welcome/Home Screen. 
• Blank Worksheet displays a list of paper forms that you can view and print out.  
• Help provides links to relevant user documents and supporting information. 
• Logout exits you completely out of the VSLS Module. 

       Click, to use a data field’s List of Values.              Click, to use a pop-up calendar.    

       Click, to see help information about a specific data field/block on a VSLS form. 

1  
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        Create Lab Submission       (more)        Create Lab Submission       (more) 

b. A Premises Search pop-up form appears.  In it, you can enter one or 
more search values, using the methods described below:  

In a Menu Field Click the down arrow (       ) to display this field’s List of 
Values.  You must select from this list.  

In a Data Field Manually type in a search value.  You can insert the % 
wildcard symbol to represent any letters/numbers 
within a search value that you are not sure about.   
Example:  You think a person’s last name ends  
with STON.  In the data field, you would type %STON. 

In a Date Field Click the pop-up calendar (       ) icon to specify a date.   

c. After entering your search values, click on one of these commands:   

                       Click, to run the search.   Go on to Step 5d below. 

                                   Click, to cancel this search and to return to the  
        Collection Information Form. 

                              Click, to erase any values/wildcards from this form. 

d. A Search Results Block appears, listing all of the GDB Premises 
Records that matched your search values.   

Note: If this list is longer than one screen, use                        and               
                            to move up and down the list. 

e. Check the Prem ID hyperlink next to the Premises Record you want. 
You return to the Premises/RSSS Collection Site Block, which 
now displays this Premises Record. 

             Collector Information Block 

a. Use Method B, Method C, or Method D below to complete this block. 

Method B…Search for a Person Record currently stored in the GDB.  
(This is done the same way as for a Premises Record – see Method B in 
Step 5 above.)  

Method C…If you are the Collector (the individual who extracted the 
physical samples from the sheep/goat) AND you have a valid TSE 
Number, check the box next to the                                               prompt.  
This block then auto-fills with data from your own GDB Person Record.     

Method D…Manually fill out each data field as described below: 
• TSE Number – A Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy (TSE) 

identification number assigned to this person.   
Note: This data field is case-insensitive. 

• First Name – First name of the person collecting the samples. 
• Last Name – Last name of the person collecting the samples. 
• Company Name – Name of this person’s business (if applicable). 
• Email – Email address of this person/business. 
• Address 1 – Primary address of this person/business. 
• Address 2 – Additional address information of this person/business. 
• City – City in which this person/business is located. 
• State – State in which this person/business is located. 
• County – County in which this person/business is located. 
• Zip – Zip code for this person/business. 
• Phone – Telephone number for this person/business. 
• Fax – Fax machine number for this person/business. 
• Alt Phone – Another telephone number for this person/business. 

b. Optional…If you manually entered the Person Record (using Method D 
above), you can  click the                        button to verify the value shown 
in the TSE Number data field.  If this data field contains: 
• a valid TSE, you will see this message:   
• no number, contact the VS IT Help Desk.  

(See General Information/Tips on Page 1.)  
• a number and an error message saying it is invalid, contact the VS IT 

Help Desk. (See General Information/Tips on Page 1.) 
 
 

            Surveillance Information Block 

If you specify Species=Sheep, complete the following data fields: 
• Number of Mature Sheep Slaughtered Today –  

Total number of mature sheep (between 2 and 5 years of age) 
slaughtered today that had either official or unofficial IDs 

• Number of Mature Sheep Slaughtered w/ Official ID –  
Total number of mature sheep (between 2 and 5 years of age) 
slaughtered today that had official IDs.   In the second data field, specify 
whether this number is Actual or Estimated. 

• Number of Black and Mottled Sheep Slaughtered Today –  
Total number of sheep slaughtered today that had black or mottled face 
coloring.  In the second data field, specify Actual or Estimated. 

• Number Heads Sampled Today –  
Total number of sheep heads that were sampled today. 

If you specify Species=Goats, complete the following data fields: 
• Number of Goats Slaughtered Today –  

Total number of goats slaughtered today. 
• Number of Mature Goats Slaughtered Today –  

Total number of mature goats (between 2 and 5 years of age) 
slaughtered today that had either official or unofficial IDs. 

• Number of Mature Goats Slaughtered w/ Official ID –  
Total number of mature goats (between 2 and 5 years of age) 
slaughtered today that had official IDs. 

• Number Heads Sampled Today –  
Total number of goat heads that were sampled. 

            Remarks Block 
Click the       or        button to expand/collapse this block. 
• Enter any supplementary information about this submission.   
• This is a text block in which you can enter up to 4000 characters. 

            Finishing the Collection Information Form 

Use one of these commands: 

                                   Click, to save the data on this form and then open a 
new Samples Form.  Now go directly to Step 10 below. 

                                    Click, to delete this Lab Submission entirely and 
return to the Welcome Screen. 

  Completing the Samples Form   

            Submission Information Block 

This block is view-only and auto-filled with data that you entered earlier 
on the Create Lab Submission Form. 

            Add Sample Information Block 

Animal Details Sub-block: 
• Sample ID – Number assigned by the field personnel to uniquely 

identify an individual animal from whom specimens were collected.  
Multiple jars can have the same Sample ID, if the specimens in those 
jars were all taken from the same animal.  

• Designation – Reason why this particular animal was sampled.  Choose 
one of the values below: 

Clinical 
An animal which exhibits clinical signs of disease but, in the 
professional judgement of the Veterinarian, is unlikely to have Scrapie. 

Non 
Clinical 

An apparently healthy animal not showing any clinical signs of 
disease. 

Suspect 

A Central Nervous System (CNS) condemned animal, or any other 
animal which has CNS signs or other clinical signs that, in the 
professional judgement of the Veterinarian, are highly suspicious of 
Scrapie.  
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        Create Lab Submission       (more)        Create Lab Submission       (more) 

Note: The Designation value you select is very important.  You cannot 
combine Suspect Sample Records with Clinical and/or Non Clinical 
Sample Records in the same Lab Submission. The following are 
permitted: 
~ A Lab Submission that contains only Suspect Sample Records. 
~ A Lab Submission that contains only Clinical Sample Records. 
~ A Lab Submission that contains only Non Clinical Sample Records. 
~ A Lab Submission that contains a mix of Clinical and Non Clinical  
   Sample Records. 

• Face Color (sheep only) – Color of the sampled animal’s face. 
• Estimate % Black (appears only if Face Color=Mottled) – Percentage of 

the sheep’s face that is colored black.  
• Goat Type (goats only) – Purpose/products provided by the sampled goat.   

(Note: If you cannot determine the Goat Type because the samples came 
from a goat’s head that was already skinned, select Unknown-Skinned 
Head.) 

• Gender – Gender of the sampled animal.  
• Age – Age of the sampled animal.  Specify a number, followed by Years 

or Months, followed by Estimated or Recorded. 
• Condemned? – Select Yes if this animal was condemned during the 

collection event, or select No if it was not. 
• FSIS Condemnation Code (appears only if Condemned?=Yes) – A Food 

Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) code for the reason why the animal 
was condemned. 

Clinical Signs Sub-block:    

This sub-block appears only if this animal’s Designation=Clinical or 
Designation=Suspect.   
• In this sub-block, check one or more signs that describe this animal.  
• To display more choices, click on the less specific Clinical Signs link. 

Animal ID Details Sub-block: 
• Animal ID Value – The number or value that is imprinted on this animal’s 

identification tag or method. 
• ID Type – An identification method used for this sampled animal. 

                               Click, to display a new row containing blank 
Animal ID Value and ID Type data fields.  
Note: All Animal ID Values and ID Types entered in this sub-block must 
apply to the same animal. 

         Click, to delete any data in its row.  A pop-up message will verify that 
you want to delete this information. 

Specimen Details Sub-block:  

• Container ID – A unique value that identifies the container or jar in which 
the specimen(s) were packed.  This value is the barcode number printed 
on the sticker that is affixed to the container.  You can enter this number 
by typing it manually or by using a barcode scanner/reader device to scan 
a barcode label. 

• Specimen Types – Type(s) of specimens collected from this animal.  By 
default, the appropriate specimen types have been selected for you.  
Uncheck any specimens that were not packed in the container. 

                                      Click, to display a new row containing Container ID 
and Specimen Types data fields.  
Note: All Container IDs and Specimen Types entered in this sub-block must 
apply to the same animal.    

         Click, to delete any data in its row.  A pop-up message will verify that 
you want to delete this information. 
 

Remarks Sub-block: 

Click the       or        button to expand/collapse this sub-block. 
• Enter any supplementary information about the sampled flock/herd, 

such as observations about the collection event, the premises that was 
visited, the housing/feeding conditions for the animals, etc.   

• This is a text block in which you can enter up to 4000 characters. 

After creating your first Sample Record, use one of these commands: 

                                             Click, to save the first Sample Record and to 
empty the Samples Form.  You will see this:                                                    
You can now create another Sample Record by repeating Step 11 above. 

                                     Click, to save the data on this Samples Form.  A 
Review Submission Form will now appear, containing all your data.  

                          Click, to open a Review Submission Form without saving 
any data currently displayed on the Samples Form.      

                                      Click, to delete this Lab Submission entirely and to 
return to the Welcome Screen. 

          Sample List Block 
After you create and save your first Sample Record, this block will appear 
on the Samples Form. 

a. To modify a Sample Record in this block, click the round radio button 
next to it, then select one of these commands: 

                 Click, to open the selected Sample record within an Edit  
     Sample Information Block.  You can now edit this record.  

                   Click, to copy information from the selected Sample Record  
    into a new Sample Information Block.  You can now modify  
    and complete this new record as needed. 

                     Click, to delete the selected Sample Record from both the  
     Sample List and this Lab Submission.  A pop-up message will verify  
     this deletion.  After you do so, you will see this message: 
 

b. After you finish editing or copying a Sample Record, use one of these 
commands to close the Edit Sample Information Block and to return to 
the Samples Form: 

                                  Click, to save the Sample Record you just edited. 

                                   Click, to cancel and leave unsaved any changes you 
     just entered for a Sample Record. 

c. To add another Sample Record, click                                              .    
You will see this message:    
The Samples Form is blank again.  Create a new record in it for the next 
animal by repeating Step 11 above. 

             Finishing the Samples Form 
After you have entered all of your Sample Records, do the following: 
a. Use one of these commands: 

                                           Click, to save the data you just entered.  A 
Review Submission Form appears, displaying, your data.  

                                Click, to open a Review Submission Form.  Any data 
that was in the Sample Information Block will not be saved.  

                                            Click, to delete this Lab Submission Record 
entirely and return to the Welcome Screen.  

b. Continue with Step 14 below. 

 

 

 

1 2

1 3



 

SCR06-LWJ-04.14.08                                             USDA – APHIS – Veterinary Services           Page 4 of 6 

        Create Lab Submission       (more)        Create Lab Submission       (more) 

  Completing the Review Submission Form   

          Submission Information Block 
• This block is auto-filled with data that you entered earlier.   
• If necessary, edit the Referral # and Collection Date data fields (refer 

back to Step 2 on Page 1).  

          Submission Created By Block 
This block is view-only and auto-filled with data from the login profile of 
the submitter (the individual who created this Lab Submission Record). 

          Collection Information Block 
To edit any data in this block, do the following: 
a. Next to Collection Information, click on             .             
b. The Collection Information Form appears.  Make your changes.  
    (See Steps 6-8 above for help.) 
c. When finished, use one of these commands: 

                                          Click, to save your changes.  The Samples Form 
appears; make any changes to it (see Steps 10-13 for help). 

                                               Click, to return to the Review Submission 
Form.  Any changes you made in this block are not saved. 

                                            Click, to delete this Lab Submission Record 
entirely and to return to the Welcome Screen. 

          Sample List Block 
This block lists any Samples Records you created earlier.  To edit them, use 
the                                                           buttons. 

             Payment & Laboratory Information Block  

Fill out the data fields in this block, using the guidelines below: 
• Conditions to test for – Auto-filled with the Scrapie option. 
• Laboratory – The processing laboratory that will test these samples.  
• Payment Certification – Payment method to use to reimburse the 

processing laboratory that is testing the samples. 
• Specimen Preservation – Method used to preserve the samples you are 

shipping to the processing laboratory.  
• # of Formalin Boxes – Number of boxes containing samples that have 

been packed/preserved using Formalin. 
• # of Other Boxes – Number of boxes containing samples that have been 

packed/preserved using non-Formalin methods. 

            Finishing the Review Submission Form 
At this point, you can do different actions by clicking on their buttons.  All 
possible actions are listed below -- but you may see only some of them, 
depending  on whether you are saving a Lab Submission for the first time or 
editing an existing Lab Submission.  

                             Click, to save any edits you made on the Review 
Submission Form. 

                                               Click, to complete the Lab Submission Record 
shown in this Review Submission Form and to transmit the record to the 
designated processing laboratory.   

a. A pop-up message asks you to verify this command.   

b. After a brief wait, you see this message: 

c. If this is the first time you saved the Lab Submission Record, a new Star 
# will appear at the top of the Review Submission Form.  A Star # is a 
Specimen Tracking And Reporting Number that uniquely identifies a Lab 
Submission Record that was successfully transmitted to a testing 
laboratory.  
 

 

 
  WARNING:  Once you mark a Lab Submission Record as complete, 
  its data becomes available for generating reports and for the  
  processing laboratory to enter test results into it.   

  If you must edit this Lab Submission Record AFTER it has already  
  been completed, do the  following: 

  i.    Click on                              . 

  ii.   A message describes how the Lab Submission Record must be  
        LOCKED while you are editing it.  Locking the record prevents  
        anyone else from using it at the same time you are.  Click on 
                                  . 

  iii. When you have finished editing this record, you must UNLOCK  
    it by clicking on                                  . 

  iv. Be sure to notify the processing laboratory about the changes you  
   made to this Lab Submission Record. 

                                      Click, to delete this Lab Submission Record 
entirely and to return to the Welcome Screen. 

                Click, to return to the Welcome Screen.  This Lab Submission 
will be saved as an incomplete record.  (To work on this Lab Submission 
again, you can find it in the Incomplete Lab Submissions list that appears 
on the Welcome Screen.) 

                                          Click, to display a printable Packing Slip and to 
bring up your web browser’s Print Dialog box. Use the Print dialog box to 
execute your print request.  You should print and pack one Packing Slip 
inside each shipment box of samples. 

                             (Available only after the processing laboratory has 
entered its test data into this Lab Submission Record.) Click, to view this 
Lab Submission Record’s specimen test results.  

 

 

          On the Welcome Screen, under Action Items, click on Review 
Lab Submissions. 

           Lab Submission Search-Review Submission Form 

Use this form to retrieve and display the Lab Submission Record you want. 

a. In the Search Criteria Block, you must fill out these two data fields:  
• Program – Select Scrapie Eradication Program. 
• Collection Type – Select Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surv. 

b. In this block, all other data fields are optional.  Use the guidelines below 
to complete them: 
• Referral # – Uniquely identifies a Lab Submission Record.   

Format: SSAAAMMDDYYYY (where SS=a State’s two-letter postal 
abbreviation, AAA=two or three initials of the submitter’s name, and 
MMDDYYYY=the date on which the physical animal specimens were 
collected). 
Example: COMTM01152007 (“Colorado, MTM, January 15, 2007”) 

• Star  # – Specimen Tracking And Reporting Number, which 
uniquely identifies a Lab Submission Record that was successfully 
transmitted to a testing laboratory.  
Format: EECnnnnn (where EE=the testing laboratory’s code, C=the 
RSSS disease surveillance program, and nnnnn=a system-generated 
sequential number). 

• Container ID – A unique value that identifies the container or jar in 
which the specimen(s) were packed.  This value is the barcode 
number printed on the sticker that is affixed to the container.  You 
can enter this number by typing it manually or by using a barcode 
scanner/reader device to scan a barcode label. 
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       Review Lab Submissions     (more)       Review Lab Submissions      (more) 

• Submission Status – Status of the Lab Submission Record that you 
want to open and view/edit: 

Incomplete 
 

A Lab Submission Record with this status has not yet been 
completed and electronically submitted to the laboratory that will 
test its physical specimens. 

Submitted 
to Lab 

A Lab Submission Record with this status has been completed 
and electronically submitted to its assigned laboratory.   The 
physical specimens reported on this Lab Submission Record 
have also been shipped to the same laboratory. 

Results 
Approved 

A Lab Submission Record with this status has been completed 
and electronically submitted to its assigned laboratory.  In turn, 
the laboratory has finished testing the physical specimens and 
has added the test results data to this Lab Submission Record. 

 
• Collection Date Between – Specify the starting and ending dates 

during which the collection event was performed. 
• Collection State – Select the state where the collection event was 

performed. 
• Collected By (Last, First) – Enter the last and first name of the person 

who collected the specimens. 
• Collection Site Name – Enter the name of the premises or business 

where the collection event was performed. 

c.  Use one of these commands: 

•             Click, to execute the search.  

•                                   Click, to empty the data fields in this search form    
(except Program and Collection Type). 

•                 Click, to cancel this search request. 

         Search Results Block   

This block displays a list of all Lab Submission Records that match your 
search values. You can reorganize this list in several ways: 

• If this list is longer than one screen, use                        and                           
                            to move up and down the list. 

• To change the sorting direction of the list, click once on any underlined 
column header (Referral #, # Animals Sampled, Collection Date, 
Collection State, Submission Status, or Date Submitted).  A clickable 
arrow appears next to it. 

Records in the list are currently sorted in ascending order (lower to higher). 

Records in the list are currently sorted in descending order (higher to lower). 

a. Check the radio button next to the Lab Submission Record you want. 

b. Use one of these commands: 

                                   Click, to open the selected Lab Submission Record.  
    Go directly to Step 4 below. 

                     Click, to exit the Search Results Block.  You will return  
     to the Welcome Screen. 

         A Review Submission Form appears.  (Note: In the Submission 
Information Block, you may see a Star #.   This is a Specimen Tracking And 
Reporting Number, which uniquely identifies a Lab Submission Record that 
was successfully transmitted to a testing laboratory. This number’s format is 
EERnnnnn (where EE=the testing laboratory’s code, R=the RSSS disease 
surveillance program, and nnnnn=a system-generated sequential number). 

 

 

The buttons on the Review Submission Form will differ, depending on its 
submission status. 

• If Submission Status=Incomplete, you will see these buttons: 

                 Click, to edit the Collection Information Block. 

                                                               Click on one of these buttons to  
     edit, delete, or add a sample to the Samples List Block.   

                                  Click, to save your most recent changes to this form. 

                                                    Click, to complete the Lab Submission  
     Record shown in this Review Submission Form and to transmit the  
     record to the designated processing laboratory.   
     a. A pop-up message asks you to verify this command.   

     b. After a brief wait, you see this: 

 WARNING:  Once you mark a Lab Submission Record as complete, 
  its data becomes available for generating reports and for the  
  processing laboratory to enter test results into it.   

  If you must edit this Lab Submission Record AFTER it has already  
  been completed, do the  following: 

  i.    Click on                              . 

  ii.  A message describes how the Lab Submission Record must be  
       LOCKED while you are editing it.  Locking the record prevents  
       anyone else from using it at the same time you are.  Click on 
                                 . 

  iii. When you have finished editing this record, you must UNLOCK  
    it by clicking on                                   . 

  iv. Be sure to notify the processing laboratory about the changes you  
  made to this Lab Submission Record. 

                                         Click, to delete this Lab Submission Record. 

                   Click, to return to the Lab Submission Search Form. 

• If Submission Status=Submitted to Lab, you will see these buttons: 

                                            Check the radio button next to the Sample  
    Record you want to see.  Then click this button. 

                                       Click, to edit this Lab Submission. 

                                 Click, to enter test results for specimens.                   

                                               Click, to display a printable Packing Slip and 
to bring up your web browser’s Print Dialog box. Use the Print dialog 
box to execute your print request.  You should print and pack one 
Packing Slip inside each shipment box of samples. 

                    Click, to return to the Lab Submission Search Form. 

• If Submission Status=Results Approved, you will see these buttons: 

                                           Check the radio button next to the Sample  
    Record you want to see.  Then click this button. 

                                      Click, to edit this Lab Submission. 

                                 Click, to view the test results for the specimens  
    in this Lab Submission.                   

                                              Click, to display a printable Packing Slip and 
to bring up your web browser’s Print Dialog box.  Use the Print dialog 
box to execute your print request.  You should print and pack one 
Packing Slip inside each shipment box of samples. 

                    Click, to return to the Lab Submission Search Form. 
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             On the Welcome Screen, under Action Items, click on Generate 
Reports. 

             In the Generate Report for Program data field, select Scrapie 
Eradication Program.  Then click                        . 

             A Scrapie Eradication Program Form appears, listing the available 
reports that you can generate. 

             Under Report Name, click once on the report you want to create. 

             If you chose a report that: 
• applies to only one Lab Submission Record, a Lab Submission  

Search-Run Report Form appears.   Go directly to Step 6 below. 

• summarizes or compiles data for multiple Lab Submission Records, you 
see two blocks onscreen:  Report Information and Report Parameters.  
Go directly to Step 7 below. 

             Run a report on a single Lab Submission by doing the following:  
a. In the Lab Submission Search-Run Report Form, complete as many data 

fields as possible in the Search Criteria Block.   

b. Click               . 

c. A Search Results Block appears with a list of any records that match 
your search criteria.  You can reorganize this list in several ways: 

• If this list is longer than one screen, use                        and                        
                            to move up and down the list. 

• To change the sorting direction of the list, click once on any underlined 
column header (Referral #, # Animals Sampled, Collection Date, 
Collection State, Submission Status, or Date Submitted).  A clickable 
arrow appears next to it. 

Records in the list are currently sorted in ascending order (lower to higher). 

Records in the list are currently sorted in descending order (higher to lower). 

 

d. Check the radio button next to the Lab Submission you want. 

e. Click                     . 

f. A PDF-formatted version of the report appears within a web browser 
window. 

         Run a report for multiple Lab Submissions by doing the following: 
a. Fill out the Report Parameters Block as instructed below: 

Required Fields Sub-block 
• NAHLN Testing Laboratory – Select once to highlight the 

laboratory that processed your samples. 
• Collection Date (Start) – The first day of a date range during which 

your samples were collected. 
• Collection Date (End) – The last day of a date range during which 

your samples were collected. 

Sort Options Sub-block 
• Sort by 1 – Optional – Choose a sort value.  This value will be 

sorted in the report alphabetically in descending order (A  Z).  
• Sort by 2 – Optional – Choose a sort value.  This value will be 

sorted in the report alphabetically in descending order (A  Z). 
 
 

Output Options Sub-block 
• Summary Only – Check this box to generate a report that only 

contains summary counts of the appropriate Sample Records.  
This report will not contain details such as specimen types, test 
names, and test results. 

• Output Type – Choose a file type for formatting your report: 

PDF Portable Document Format. 

EXCEL Excel spreadsheet format. 

HTML Internet web-page format. 

CSV 
Comma-Separated-Values format (in which the values 
are separated by commas). 

b. Click                      . 

c. If you specified Output Type=Excel or CSV, a File Download message 
box appears.  Use one of these commands: 

•                  Click, to display the formatted report onscreen. 

•                   Click, to store the report in a directory of your choosing. 

d. If you specified Output Type=PDF or HTML, the report appears within 
a web browser window.       

 
 
 

1  
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Veterinary Services Laboratory Submissions (VSLS) Module for 

Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance (RSSS) 

Entering Laboratory Test  Results using VSLS Web Forms 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome Screen 

After logging into the VSLS Module, you first see the Welcome Screen.  On it is a Navigation Box (see left).   
Your login profile determines which Action Items you will see in this box and be able to use. 

Change Password – Use to change your login password for the VSLS Module. 
Create Lab Submission – Use to start a new Lab Submission Record for your Scrapie RSSS specimens. *** 
Review Lab Submissions – Use to do any of the tasks below:   
• Open an incomplete Lab Submission Record in order to edit, finish, and electronically transmit it. *** 
• View a Lab Submission Record that has already been electronically transmitted to a testing laboratory. *** 
• View a Lab Submission Record that contains Scrapie RSSS test results that were reported by a testing laboratory. *** 

Enter Lab Results – Used by a testing laboratory to enter RSSS test results into a Lab Submission Record. 
(The procedures for this Action Item appear in this Job Aid.)  
Generate Reports – Use to generate, view, save, and print Scrapie RSSS reports. *** 

( ***  Procedures for these Action Items are documented in a separate job aid, Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance (RSSS) - Creating Lab 
Submission Records.) 

Action Item:       Enter Lab Results                              Enter Lab Results           (more) 

             Under Action Items, click the Enter Lab Results option.  A Lab 
Submission Search-Enter Lab Results Form appears.  You use this form to 
find the Lab Submission Record that you want to enter test results into. 

             In this form’s Search Criteria Block, enter as many search values as 
possible, according to the following guidelines: 
• Program – Select the Scrapie Eradication Program option.  
• Collection Type – Select Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surv. 
• Referral # – Uniquely identifies a Lab Submission Record.   

Format: SSAAAMMDDYYYY (where SS=a State’s two-letter postal 
abbreviation, AAA=two or three initials of the submitter’s name, and 
MMDDYYYY=the date on which the physical animal specimens were 
collected). 
Example: COMTM07082007  (for “Colorado, MTM, July 8, 2007”)  
Note: If a submitter created more than one Lab Submission Record on the 
same day, he/she may have added a unique, one letter-suffix to the end of 
each record’s Referral #. 
Examples: COMTM07082007A, COMTM007082007B 

• Star # – Specimen Tracking And Reporting Number, which uniquely 
identifies a Lab Submission Record that was successfully transmitted to a 
testing laboratory.  
Format: EECnnnnn (where EE=the testing laboratory’s code, C=the RSSS 
disease surveillance program, and nnnnn=a system-generated sequential 
number). 

• Container ID – A unique value that identifies the container or jar in which 
the specimen(s) were packed.  This value is usually the barcode number 
printed on the sticker that is affixed to the container. 

• Submission Status – Status of the Lab Submission Record that you want 
to open and view/edit: 

Submitted 
to Lab 

A Lab Submission Record with this status has been completed and 
electronically submitted to its assigned laboratory.   The physical 
specimens reported on this Lab Submission Record have also been 
shipped to the same laboratory. 

Results 
Approved 

A Lab Submission Record with this status has been completed and 
electronically submitted to its assigned laboratory.  In turn, the 
laboratory has finished testing the physical specimens and has 
added the test results data to this Lab Submission Record. 

 

•  Collection Date Between – Starting and ending dates during which the 
collection event was performed.  Enter , using any method below: 
∼ Click on the pop-up calendar (       ) icon. 
∼ Type “T” for today’s date, “T-4” for 4 days before today, “T+2” for 2 

days after today, etc. 
∼ Manually enter each date in this format:  mm/dd/yyyy  

• Collection State – State where the collection event was performed. 
• Collected By (Last, First) – Last and first names of the person who created 

the Lab Submission Record. 
• Collection Site Name – Name of the premises/business where the collection 

event was performed. 

            Use one of these commands: 
                  Click, to run the search using the values you just entered.   
Now go directly to Step 4 below. 
                                   Click, to empty the data fields in this block.   Any default 
values will still be displayed.  You can now enter new values into the blank 
data fields. 
                 Click, to cancel this search request.  Any data already entered will 
not be saved.  You return to the Welcome Screen.  

            A Search Results Block appears, listing all of the records that matched 
your search values.  You can reorganize this list in several ways: 
• If the list is longer than one screen, use                     and 

to move up and down the list. 
• To change the sorting direction of the list, click once on any underlined 

column header (Referral #, # Animals Sampled, Collection Date, Collection 
State, Submission Status, or Date Submitted).  A clickable arrow appears 
next to it. 

 Records in the list are currently sorted in ascending order (lower to higher). 

 Records in the list are currently sorted in descending order (higher to lower). 

 

General Information/Tips 

1  

2  

• VSLS URL   http://cowebapps.aphis.usda.gov/vslabsub 
• VS IT Help Desk Phone #   1-877-944-8457 
• Assumptions   You have a login & password to the VSLS Module.   

 You also know how to use a web browser program. 
• Required fields   On each VSLS web form, you must enter information in 

each data field marked with a red label and asterisk (*).  Example: Referral #* 
• Pop-up Blockers   Before logging into the VSLS Module, turn off/ disable 

your web browser’s pop-up blocker feature.  

 

These buttons                                                              appear in the top-right corner of 
each VSLS web form.  
• Home takes you to the Welcome/Home Screen. 
• Blank Worksheet displays a list of paper forms that you can view and print out.  
• Help provides links to relevant user documents and supporting information. 
• Logout exits you completely out of the VSLS Module. 

       Click, to use a data field’s List of Values.              Click, to use a pop-up calendar.    

       Click, to see help information about a specific data field/block on a VSLS form. 

3  

4  
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             Enter Lab Results           (more)               Enter Lab Results           (more) 

             When you find the Lab Submission Record you want: 

a. Click its radio button. 

b. Click on                            .  

             A Lab Test Results Form appears.  It contains the following blocks: 

Submission 
Information 

Auto-filled with data from the Lab Submission Record you 
retrieved earlier in Step 5 above. 

Lab 
Information 

Auto-filled with data from the Lab Submission Record you 
retrieved earlier in Step 5 above. 

Specimen 
List 

Displays the specimen record(s) that were reported in the Lab 
Submission Record you just retrieved. 

Referred 
Specimen 
List 

Appears only if a Lab Submission Record was originally 
saved with one or more of its specimens being referred to a 
second laboratory. To view/hide the contents of this block, 
click on the right arrow (      ) and down arrow (      ). 

The Lab Test Results Form itself will be in one of two modes: 

Data-entry 
mode 

The Lab Information and Specimen List Blocks contain 
blank or configurable data fields that you can edit. 

To make any changes, additions, deletions, or referrals, go 
directly to Step 7 below. 

View-only 
mode 

None of the data fields are blank or configurable. 

To make any changes, additions, deletions, or referrals, re-open 
this form in data-entry mode by doing the following steps: 

i. Click on                              . 

ii. A pop-up message warns you that this command locks the 
Lab Submission Record while you are editing it. You are 
reminded to unlock the record after you finish editing it so 
that other people can access it.  Click on                     to 
close the message. 

iii. The Lab Test Results Form re-opens in data-entry mode. 

iv. Go directly to Step 7 below. 

 

              With the Lab Test Results Form in data-entry mode, you can now 
do any of the following tasks in it: 

Task 7-1:  Enter Test Records for One or More Specimens 
Task 7-2:  Add More Test Records for an Individual Specimen 
Task 7-3:  Delete Unwanted Test Records for an Individual Specimen 
Task 7-4:  Reset the Specimen List Block 
Task 7-5:  Refer Specimens to Another Laboratory for Confirmation  
                 Testing 

Task 7-1:  Enter Test Records for One or More  Specimens 
a. In the Lab Information Block, edit the following data field as needed: 
• Date Specimens Received – Date on which your laboratory 

received the physical specimens reported in this Lab Submission 
Record. 

b. In the Specimen List Block, edit these data fields as needed: 
• Specimen Type to View – (Appears only if the Lab Submission 

Record contains multiple specimens of different types) – 
Default=View All.  Change this default value to see only those 
records in the list that match a specific Specimen Type.  

•                                                                                                   – 
Check this box if the Test Type, Test Result, and Date Tested 
values are the same for every specimen displayed in this block. 

•          – Click in this box to check or uncheck all specimens in this 
block at the same time.  Any commands you then use will apply to 
these checked specimens.     

• Sample ID – Number assigned by the field personnel to uniquely 
identify an individual animal from whom specimens were collected.  
Multiple jars can have the same Sample IDs, if the specimens in 
those jars were all taken from the same animal.  (Note: This field 
cannot be edited.) 

• Container ID – A unique value that identifies the container or jar in 
which the specimen(s) were packed. This value is usually the 
barcode number printed on the sticker that is attached to the 
container.  (Note: This data field cannot be edited.) 

• Specimen Type – The type of specimen from the sampled animal that 
was tested by your laboratory. 

• Test Type – Select the IHC option or leave blank. 
• Test Result – Result of the test that was performed on the specimen.  

(If Test Type=blank, select either Not Tested or No Sample Rcvd.) 
• Date Tested – Date on which the specimen was tested. 

(If Test Type=blank, do not enter a date into this data field.) 
• Test Status – Default=Pending.  (After a test result has been entered 

and saved for a specimen, this value automatically changes to 
Completed.) 

c. Use one of these commands: 

                                          See Task 7- 2 below for details. 

                                See Task 7-5 below for details. 

                         See Task 7-4 below for details. 

                                    Click, to save any changes you just made.  You 
remain on this form. 

                                                          Click, after you have made all of your 
changes to this Lab Submission Record AND have assigned each 
specimen either a test result or a Not Tested designation. This command 
saves your changes, unlocks the form (if necessary), and electronically 
notifies any designated personnel. 

                                  Click, to return to the previous screen/form. 

Task 7-2:  Add More Test Records for an Individual Specimen               
a. Check the box in the first (leftmost) column next to the specimen you 

want to add more tests to.   
b. Click on                                   .   
c. In the pop-up message, enter the number of additional tests for the 

checked specimen.  Click on                   . 
d. You return to the Lab Test Results Form.  The row containing the checked 

specimen will now display any additional tests you requested. 
e. Fill out the newly-added test results data fields, when ready to do so. 

Task 7-3:  Delete Unwanted Test Records for an Individual Specimen 
To delete an unwanted test record, click on its trash can icon (     ) within the 
Test Type column.  A pop-up message appears.  Click on                . 

Task 7-4:  Reset the Specimen List Block 
To empty the Test Type, Test Result, and Date Tested data fields in this 
block, click on                  .  You can now enter new data into these fields. 

Task 7-5:  Refer Specimens to Another Laboratory for Confirmation  
                 Testing 
a. Save the data you have entered so far on the Lab Test Results Form by 

clicking on                           .  The Test Status for any specimens that now 
have their test result data will change from Pending to Complete. 

b. Check the box in the first (leftmost) column next to each specimen you 
want to refer.   

c. Click on                          . 
d. A Test Referral Information Form appears.  In its Lab Information Block 

are these two data fields: 
• Submitting Laboratory – Auto-filled with the laboratory that 

performed the initial tests on the specimens. 
• Refer to Laboratory – Laboratory that will receive the referred 

specimen(s) in order to do additional testing.  Select a lab. 
e. Click on                   . 
f. Verify that the information in the Lab Information Block is correct.   

(If you need to change the Refer to Laboratory value, click on                       
                           .  The Refer Specimens Block appears by itself again to 
let you select a new laboratory.) 
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Veterinary Services Laboratory Submissions (VSLS) Module for 

Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance (RSSS) 

Entering Laboratory Test  Results using VSLS Web Forms 

 

 

 

             Enter Lab Results          (more)                 Enter Lab Results          (more)  

g. The Test Referral Information Form expands to display a Referral 
Information Block.  Verify that that the specimens to be referred are 
highlighted in green in the Original Specimens Submitted table (shown 
below).   

 

 

   

 

 

   These same specimens will also appear in the Specimens to Refer table 
(see below). 

 

 

 

 
h. To add or delete specimens from both tables, check or uncheck their 

boxes in the Original Specimens Submitted table only.  These 
changes then appear automatically in the Specimens to Refer table.    

i. Complete the following data fields: 
• Referral Date – Default=today’s date.  Change, if needed. 
• Referral Reason – Reason for sending the referred specimens to 

another laboratory: 

Test 
Confirmation 

If a specimen’s test results were inconclusive or positive, 
you must refer the specimen to NVSL for confirmation 
testing. 

Over 
Capacity 

If the Submitting laboratory cannot accept any more work 
due to its heavy workload, refer the specimen to: 
• another National Animal Health Laboratory Network 

(NAHLN) laboratory…this is the preferred option. 
• NVSL….only if absolutely necessary. 

Redirected If the Submitting laboratory cannot test a specimen for 
reasons other than overcapacity, refer the specimen to: 
• another NAHLN laboratory…this is the preferred 

option. 
• NVSL….only if absolutely necessary. 

• Remarks – Additional information that could be useful to the 
laboratory receiving the referred specimens.  

j. When finished, use one of these commands: 

                               (Appears only if you are creating referred specimen 
records for the first time) – Click, to save your new referred specimen 
records which have not yet been transmitted to a testing laboratory.  
Continue with Step 7k below. 

                                      (Appears only if you are editing referred specimen 
records that were already transmitted to a testing laboratory) – Click, to 
save the referred specimen records you just edited.   Continue with  
Step 7k below. 

                                  (Appears only if you have already created one or 
more referred specimen records) – Click, to delete the displayed lab 
referral record. A pop-up message asks you to confirm this deletion 
command.  You then return to the Test Referral Information Form. 

                                  Click, to return to the previous screen/form.                 

k. On the Lab Test Results Form, make any final necessary edits to these 
blocks: 

• Lab Information Block – (Refer back to Task 7-1, Step a for help.) 

• Specimen List Block – (Refer back to Tasks 7-1 through 7-4.) 

• Referred Specimen List Block -- Expand this block by clicking on the 
right arrow (      ). Click on either                                     or  
                           .   (See Task 7-5 for details.) 

 

           Finish the Lab Submission Record using one of these commands: 

                               Click, to save any changes you just made.  You remain  
on the Lab Test Results Form. 

                                                        Click, after you have made all of your 
changes to this Lab Submission Record AND have assigned each specimen 
either a test result or a Not Tested designation. This command saves your 
changes, unlocks the form (if necessary), and electronically notifies any 
designated personnel. 

                                Click, to return to the previous screen/form. 
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Veterinary Services Laboratory Submissions (VSLS) Module for 

Scrapie Genotyping 

Creat ing Lab Submission Records using VSLS Web Forms 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Screen 

After logging into the VSLS Module, you first see the Welcome Screen.  On it is a Navigation Box (shown at left).   
Your login profile determines which Action Items you will see in this box and be able to use. 

Change Password – Use to change your login password for the VSLS Module. 
Create Lab Submission – Use to start a new Lab Submission Record for your Scrapie Genotyping specimens.  
Review Lab Submissions – Use to do any of these tasks:   
• Open an incomplete Lab Submission Record in order to edit, finish, and electronically transmit it. 
• View a Lab Submission Record that has already been electronically transmitted to a processing laboratory.  
• View a Lab Submission Record that contains Genotyping test results that were reported by a processing laboratory.  

Enter Lab Results – Used by a processing laboratory to enter Genotyping test results into a Lab Submission Record.   
(Note: Procedures for this Action Item appear in a separate Scrapie Genotyping-Entering Test Results Job Aid.) 

Generate Reports – Use to generate, view, save, and print Scrapie Genotyping reports.  

Action Item:    Create Lab Submission                    Create Lab Submission      (more) 

The Create Lab Submission Action Item consists of these tasks: 
a) Completing the Create Lab Submission Form 
b) Completing the Collection Information Form 
c) Completing the Samples Form 
d) Completing the Review Submission Form 

 

   Completing the Create Lab Submission Form   

            Under Action Items, click the Create Lab Submission option.    

            Create Lab Submission Form 

Fill out the data fields on this form as instructed below. 
• Program – Select the Scrapie Eradication Program option.  

This form then expands to display the following data fields. 
• Collection Type – Select Genotyping. 
• Reason for Test – Reason why the flock is being tested. 
• Referral # - Uniquely identifies a lab submission. Manually enter this 

value using this format: your State’s two-letter abbreviation, two or three 
initials for your name, and the date (MMDDYYYY) on which the 
collection event was performed.  
Example: COMTM07082007  (for “Colorado, MTM, July 8, 2007”)  
Note: If you are doing more than one collection event on the same day, add 
a unique, one letter-suffix to each event’s Referral #. 
Examples: COMTM07082007A, COMTM007082007B, COMTM007082007C 

• Collection Date – Date on which the collection event was performed. The 
default is the current date.  To change, use one of these methods: 
∼ Click the pop-up calendar (      ) icon to specify the date. 
∼ Type “T” for today’s date, “T-4” for 4 days before today, “T+2” for 2 

days after today, etc.  Then press the Tab key to display the date. 
∼ Manually enter the date in this format:  mm/dd/yyyy 
Note: If you specify a date that is 30 days prior to or after the current date, 
you will see a warning message.  Or, if your date is 6 months prior to or 
after the current date, you will see an error message. 

            Use one of these commands: 

•                                        Click, to open a new Collection Information Form.  

•                 Click, to cancel this Lab Submission Record and return to the 
Welcome Screen.  Any data already entered will not be saved. 

   Completing the Collection Information Form   

            Submission Information Block 

This block is view-only and was auto-filled with data that you entered earlier 
in the Create Lab Submission Form. 

           Collected By Block 

Use Method 5A, Method 5B, or Method 5C below to complete this block. 

Method 5A… Search for a Person Record already stored in the GDB. 
a. Next to Collected By, click on               . 

b. A Person Search Form appears.  In this form, you can enter one or more 
search values, using the methods described below. 

In a Menu 
Data Field 

Click on the down arrow (       ) to display this data field’s List of 
Values.  You must select from this list.  

In an 
Ordinary  
Data Field 

Manually type in a search value.  You can use the % wildcard 
variable symbol to represent any letters/numbers within a search 
value that you are not sure about.   
Example:  You think a person’s last name ends with STON.   
In the data field, you would type  % STON. 

In a  
Date Field 

Use the pop-up calendar (        ) to specify a date.   

c. After entering your search values, click on              .  

d. The VSLS application uses your search values to retrieve a list of any 
matching Person Records.  If this list is longer than one screen, use          
                     and                              to see other screens in it. 

General Information/Tips 
• VSLS URL http://cowebapps.aphis.usda.gov/vslabsub 
• VS IT Help Desk Phone # 1-877-944-8457 
• Assumptions You have a login & password to the VSLS Module.   

 You also know how to use a web browser program. 
• Required fields On each VSLS web form, you must enter 

information into each data field marked with a red label and 
asterisk (*).  Example: Flock ID* 

• Pop-up Blockers Before logging into the VSLS Module, turn off/ 
disable your web browser’s pop-up blocker feature.  

 

These buttons                                             appear in the top-right 
corner of each VSLS web form.  
• Home takes you to the Welcome/Home screen. 
• Blank Worksheet displays a pop-up list of paper forms that you 

can view and print out.  
• Help provides links to relevant documents/information. 
• Logout exits you completely out of the VSLS Module. 

Click on a data field’s       to display a List of Values. 

Click on a date field’s       to display a pop-up calendar. 

1  
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          Create Lab Submission     (more)            Create Lab Submission      (more) 

e. Check the radio button next to the Person Record you want.  Then click 
on             .  You return to the Collection Information Form where the 
record is now displayed in this block. 

Or, if necessary, use the                  button to cancel your search request. 
You then return to the Collection Information Form. 

Method 5B… Use the My Collector’s History drop-down list to select the 
name and record of a collector that you have used before in previous Lab 
Submission Records. 

Method 5C… Manually fill out each data field as described below. 
• Person ID – Official identification # of the person who collected the 

sample(s). 
• First Name – First name of this Collector. 
• Last Name – Last name of this Collector. 
• Company Name – Name of this Collector or his/her business. 
• Email – Email address of this Collector/business. 
• Address 1 – Primary address of this Collector/business. 
• Address 2 – Additional address information of this Collector/business. 
• City – City in which this Collector/business is located. 
• State – State in which this Collector/business is located. 
• Zip – Zip code of this Collector/business. 
• Phone – Telephone number for this Collector/business. 
• Fax – Fax machine number for this Collector/business. 

             Designated Scrapie Epidemiologist Block 

Use Method 5A, Method 6B, or Method 6C below to complete this block. 

Method 5A… Search for a Person Record already stored in the GDB.  
(See the instructions for Method 5A in Step 5 above.)  

Method 6B… Use the My DSE’s History drop-down list to select the name 
and record of a Designated Scrapie Epidemiologist (DSE) that you have 
used before in previous Lab Submission Records. 

Method 6C… Manually fill out each data field as described below. 
• First Name – First name of this sampled flock’s DSE. 
• Last Name – Last name of this sampled flock’s DSE. 
• Company Name – Name of this DSE or his/her business. 
• Email – Email address of this DSE/business. 
• Address 1 – Primary address of this DSE/business. 
• Address 2 – Additional address information of this DSE/business. 
• City – City in which this DSE/business is located. 
• State – State in which this DSE/business is located. 
• Zip – Zip code of this DSE/business.  
• Phone – Telephone number for this DSE/business.  
• Fax – Fax machine number for this DSE/business.  

             Flock Owner Block 

Use Method 7A or Method 7B below to complete this block. 

Method 7A… Search for a Flock Record already stored in the GDB. 
a. Next to Flock Owner, click on               . 

b. A Flock ID Search Form appears.  In this form, you can enter one or more 
search values, using the methods described below. 

In a Menu 
Data Field 

Click on the down arrow (       ) to display this data field’s List of 
Values.  You must select from this list.  

In an 
Ordinary  
Data Field 

Manually type in a search value.  You can use the % wildcard 
variable symbol to represent any letters/numbers within a search 
value that you are not sure about.   
Example:  You think a person’s last name ends with STON.   
In the data field, you would type  % STON. 

c. Use one of these commands: 

•                 Click, to execute the search. 

•                Click, to cancel this search request. 

•                       Click, to empty the fields in this search form. 

d. A list of any Flock Records that match your search criteria appears.   

e. Check the radio button next to the Flock Record you want.  Click on             .  
This record now appears in this block on the Collection Information Form. 

Or, click on                 to cancel your search request. 

Method 7B… Manually fill out each data field as described below. 
• Flock ID – Unique identification value for the sampled flock. 

Note:  After you enter the Flock ID, VSLS will validate it.  If VSLS cannot 
do so, you will see an error message above the form.  (A validated Flock ID 
is required in order to save and transmit a Lab Submission Record.) 

• Flock State – State in which the sampled flock is located. 
• First Name – First name of the person who owns the flock that was tested 

during this collection event. 
• Last Name – Last name of this flock owner. 
• Address 1 – Primary address of this person/business. 
• Address 2 – Additional address information of this person/business. 
• City – City in which this person/business is located. 
• State – State in which this person/business is located. 
• Zip – Zip code of this person/business’s location.  
• County – County in which this person/business is located. 
• Email – Email address of this person/business. 
• Phone – Telephone number for this person/business.  
• Fax – Fax machine number for this person/business.   

             Flock Information Block 

• Flock Status – Description of the sampled flock’s status. 
• Total # of Samples – Number of samples being reported on and submitted 

with this Lab Submission Record. 
• # of Animals in Flock – Number of animals in the sampled flock. 
• Tested All Eligible Animals:     

Yes All animals in the flock whose ages met Scrapie program eligibility 
requirements were tested during this collection event. 

No Not all animals in the flock whose ages met Scrapie program eligibility 
requirements were tested during this collection event. 

             Contacts Block  

a. Click on                          to open a Submission Contact Information Form.  

b. Use Method 5A or Method 9B below to fill out the Contact Info Block.   

Method 5A… Search for a Person Record already stored in the GDB.  
(See the instructions for Method 5A in Step 5 above.)  

Method 9B… Manually fill out each data field as described below. 
• Contact Role – Description of this person’s role in relation to the 

sampled flock. 
• First Name – First name of this contact person. 
• Last Name – Last name of this contact person. 
• Company Name – Name of this person or his/her business. 
• Email – Email address of this person/business. 
• Address 1 – Primary address of this person/business. 
• Address 2 – Additional address information of this person/business. 
• City – City in which this person/business is located. 
• State – State in which this person/business is located. 
• Zip – Zip code of this person/business’s location.  
• Phone – Telephone number for this person/business.  
• Fax – Fax machine number for this person/business.  
• Alt Phone – Alternate telephone number for this person/business.  

c. Click on             .  Back on the Collection Information Form, this new record 
now appears in the Contacts Block. 

d. If desired, use any of the following commands to modify the Contacts 
Block. 

•                          Click, to create additional Contact Info Records. 

•             Click, to modify an existing Contact Info Record.  (First check the  
 radio button next to the record you want to edit. Then click this button.) 

•                Click, to remove a Contact Record from this Lab Submission  
 Record. 

 

7  

6  
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Veterinary Services Laboratory Submissions (VSLS) Module for 

Scrapie Genotyping 

Creat ing Lab Submission Records using VSLS Web Forms 

           Create Lab Submission     (more)            Create Lab Submission     (more) 

             Remarks Block 

• Enter any supplementary information about the sampled flock, such as  
observations about the collection event, the housing/feeding conditions for 
the flocks, etc.   

• This is a text block in which you can enter up to 4000 characters. 

          Finishing the Collection Information Form  

Use one of these commands: 

•                                   Click, to save your work on this form and then to 
open a new Samples Form. 

•                                           Click, to stop working on this form and to view 
the Review Submission Form instead.  

•                                      Click, to cancel this Lab Submission Record.  Any 
data you entered in it will not be saved. 

          Completing the Samples Form   

              Submission Information Block 

The fields in this block are auto-filled with the data you entered earlier in the 
Create Lab Submission Form. 

            Sample Information Block 

Sample Details: 
• Species – Species of the animal that was sampled. 
• Breed – Breed of the sampled animal. 
• Face Color – Color of the sampled animal’s face. 
• Sex – Sex of the sampled animal. 
• Age – Age of the sampled animal.  Enter a numeric value, followed by 

Years or Months, followed by Est(imated) or Rec(orded). 
• Designation – Reason why this particular animal was sampled. 

Animal Details: 
a. Enter the following information for the first sampled animal. 
• Animal ID Value – The number or value that is imprinted on this 

animal’s identification tag/method. 
• Id Type – An identification tag/method used for this sampled animal. 

b. To enter additional identification methods for the same animal, click on  
                                   .  A new row appears with blank data fields in it.  

    Note: Every Animal ID Value and Id Type that you enter in this  
sub-block must apply to the same animal.   

           If needed, click on this to delete any data in the same row.  A pop-up 
message asks you to verify your deletion request. 

Specimen Details:   
a. Enter the following information for the first sampled animal. 
• Specimen Barcode – A unique value that identifies the collected 

specimen. 
• Specimen Type – The type of specimen collected from this animal. 

b. To enter additional identification methods for the same animal, click on  
                              .  A new row appears with blank data fields in it.  

    Note: Every Specimen Barcode and Specimen Type that you enter in this 
sub-block must apply to the same animal.   

           If needed, click on this to delete any data in the same row.  A pop-up 
message asks you to verify your deletion request. 

           Finishing the Samples Form 

After you complete the Sample Record for Animal #1, you have several 
actions to choose from:  

•                                         Click, to save the data you just entered for a single 
animal.   You should then see this message at the top of the form:  
                                              .    

The Samples Form is now blank again.  In it, repeat Step 13 above to create 
a new Sample Record for another animal. 

•                                  Click, to save the data you just entered and then go 
directly to the Review Submission Form. 

•                                    Click, to delete this Lab Submission Record entirely 
and return to the Welcome Screen.  

    Completing the Review Submission Form   

             Submission Information Block 

Manually edit some of the data fields, if allowed. 
• Program – Auto-filled with the Scrapie Eradication Program option. 
• Collection/Test Type – Auto-filled with the Genotyping option. 
• Submission Status – Auto-filled with Incomplete, Submitted to Lab, or 

Results Approved. 
• Reason for Test – Reason why the animal is being tested. 
• Referral # – Uniquely identifies the current Lab Submission Record. 
• Collection Date – Click on the pop-up calendar (      ) to edit the date on 

which the collection event was performed.                    

            Collection Information Block 

This block and its sub-blocks are auto-filled with data you entered earlier. 

a. If desired, click on             to re-open the Collection Information Form.   

b. In it, you can make changes to the Collected By, Designated Scrapie 
Epidemiologist, Flock Owner, Flock Information, Contacts, and 
Remarks Blocks. 

c. After you have made all your changes, use one of these commands: 

•                                 Click, to save your work on this form.  A new 
Samples Form then opens, which contains any current Samples Records. 

•                                       Click, to stop working on this form and to view 
the Review Submission Form instead.  

•                                  Click, to cancel this Lab Submission Record.   
Any data you entered in it will not be saved. 

         Samples List Block 

Displays a list of one or more Sample Records that you have entered and 
saved as part of this Lab Submission Record. 
a. To modify any Sample Record shown in the list, click on its radio button.  

Then click on one of these buttons: 

•        Click, to open a Samples Form whose Sample Information  
Block displays the Sample Record you selected.  

Make your changes to the Sample Record. Then click on                            
to save them, or on                          to cancel them.  You then return to 
the Samples Form, whose Sample Information Block is now blank. 

•           Click, to immediately delete the selected Sample Record from 
both the Samples List and from this Lab Submission Record. 
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         Create Lab Submission     (more)         Review Lab Submissions     (more) 

•                            Click, to open a new Samples Form.  In it, the 
Sample Information Block is blank and ready for you to enter your 
data. 

b. On the Samples Form, you can continue creating, modifying, and deleting 
Sample Records by using           ,             , and             .  (The Copy 
command duplicates most of the values of a selected Sample Record within 
a new Samples Form – this saves you from typing the same information 
repeatedly). 

         Payment & Laboratory Information Block 

Manually fill out each data field as described below.  
• Test Requested – Test to be done by the processing laboratory on all 

samples reported in this Lab Submission Record. 
• Payment Certification – Payment method for reimbursing the processing 

laboratory that is testing the samples.  
• Laboratory – The laboratory assigned to process these samples.  
• Lab Turn Around Time – Length of time for the processing laboratory to 

test these samples. 

         Finishing the Lab Submission Record  

Use one of these commands: 

•                              Click, to save any recent changes to the Lab Submission 
Record displayed in the Review Submission Form.  You then see this: 

•                                                Click, after you have finalized all of the data 
in this Lab Submission Record and are ready to electronically transmit it to 
the processing laboratory. 
Note:  A pop-up message asks you to confirm this submission.  After 
confirming, please allow a few seconds for the submission to be executed.  
You then see this message: 

•                                        Click, to delete this Lab Submission Record 
entirely.  You then return to the Welcome Screen.   

•                 Click, to return to the Welcome Screen.  This Lab Submission 
Record is now saved as an incomplete record.  

 

Action Item:    Review Lab Submissions       
Action Item:    Review Lab Submissions       
You can re-open an incomplete or submitted Lab Submission Record within a 
Review Submission Form in order to edit, finish, and transmit the record. 

            On the Welcome Screen, click on Review Submissions.   
A Lab Submission Search-Review Submission Form appears. 

            Click on         next to Search Criteria to see detailed instructions on 
how to enter search criteria into the different data field types on this form. 

            In the Program data field, select Scrapie Eradication Program. 

            In the Collection Type data field, select Genotyping. 

            The other data fields on this form are optional.  
• Referral # – Uniquely identifies a Lab Submission Record.  
• Specimen Barcode – A unique value that identifies the collected specimen. 
• Submission Status – Status of the Lab Submission Record: 

Incomplete 
 

A Lab Submission Record with this status has not yet been completed 
and electronically submitted to the laboratory that will test its physical 
specimens. 

Submitted 
to Lab 

A Lab Submission Record with this status has been completed and 
electronically submitted to its assigned laboratory.   The physical 
specimens reported on this Lab Submission Record have also been 
shipped to the same laboratory. 

Results 
Approved 

A Lab Submission Record with this status has been completed and 
electronically submitted to its assigned laboratory.  In turn, the 
laboratory has finished testing the physical specimens and has added 
the test results data to this Lab Submission Record. 

   

• Collection Date Between – Starting and ending dates during which the 
collection event was performed. 

• Collection State – State where the collection event was performed. 
• Collected By (Last, First) – Last and first names of the person who 

collected the specimens. 
• Collection Site Name – Name of the premises/business where the 

collection event was performed. 

             Use one of these commands: 

•             Click, to display a list of all Lab Submission Records that match
your search criteria.  Now go directly to Step 7 below. 

•                                   Click, to clear any search values (except Program 
and Collection Type) already entered on this form.  

•                  Click, to cancel this search. You return to the Welcome Screen. 

            A Search Results Block appears with a list of all Lab Submission 
Records that match your search criteria.   

• If this list is longer than one screen, use                       and                              
to move from one screen to the next. 

• You can also change the Sort direction of this list.  Double-click on any 
column header that is underlined (Referral #, Collection Date, Collection 
State, Submission Status, or Date Submitted).  A clickable arrow then 
appears next to the header. 

∼ An up arrow        means the records are currently sorted in ascending 
order (lower to higher).  

∼ A down arrow         means the records are currently sorted in descending 
order (higher to lower).  

            Check the radio button next to the Lab Submission Record you want. 

            Use one of these commands: 

•                                 Click, to open the selected Lab Submission Record.  
Now go directly to Step 10 below. 

•                  Click, to exit this form.  You return to the Welcome Screen. 

        A Review Submission Form appears that displays the Lab Submission 
Record you selected.  The submission status of this record determines what 
you can do next. 

• If Submission Status=Incomplete, you see these buttons: 

                 Click, to edit the Collection Information Block. 

                                                                    Click on one of these buttons to  
     edit, delete, or add a sample to the Samples List Block.   

                                 Click, to save your most recent changes to this form. 

                                                     Click, to save this entire Lab Submission 
     Record and electronically transmit it to the designated processing 
     laboratory.  A pop-up message asks you to verify this command.  You    
     then see this message: 

                                           Click, to delete this entire Lab Submission  
     Record. 

                     Click, to return to the Lab Submission Search Form. 

• If Submission Status=Submitted to Lab, you see these buttons: 

                                          First check the radio button next to the Sample  
    Record you want to see.  Then click this button.                  

                                            Click, to display a printable Packing Slip.  
Use the web browser’s File > Print menu command to execute your print  
request.  (You should print and pack one Packing Slip inside each shipment 
box of samples.) 

                   Click, to return to the Lab Submission Search Form. 

Action Item:    Review Lab Submissions      
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        Review Lab Submissions     (more)             Generate Reports             (more) 

• If Submission Status=Results Approved, you see these buttons: 

                                         First check the radio button next to the Sample  
   Record you want to see.  Then click this button. 

                               Click, to view the test results for the specimens in this 
    Lab Submission Record.                   

                                            Click, to display a printable Packing Slip.  
Use the web browser’s File > Print menu command to execute your print 
request.  (You should print and pack one Packing Slip inside each shipment 
box of samples.) 

                   Click, to return to the Lab Submission Search Form. 

 

 

 

            On the Welcome Screen, select Generate Reports. 

            In the Generate Report for Program data field, select Scrapie 
Eradication Program.  Then click on                       . 

            A Scrapie Eradication Program Screen appears that lists the available 
reports that you can generate. 

            Under Report Name, click once on the report you want to create.   
For Scrapie genotyping, the current choice is the Scrapie Genotyping Custom 
Report. 

            On the Scrapie Genotyping Custom Report Form, fill out the Report 
Parameters Block as instructed below. 

Report Columns Sub-block 

a. Available Columns – In the left list, click on the name of a column that 
you want to appear in the report.  Then click on the       arrow to transfer 
this column name to the right list. 

b. Repeat Step 5a above for each additional column to include in the report.  
You can select a maximum of 7 columns.  (You can add an eighth column 
by specifying a Sort by 1 value in Step 5d below.) 
Note:  If needed, use the       arrow to move a column back to the left list. 

c. Group Header – Heading to appear above all the report columns. 

d. Sort by 1 – Additional criterion that is used to sort the report data. 

Required Fields Sub-block 
• NAHLN Testing Laboratory – Select once to highlight the laboratory that 

processed your samples. 
Note:  To select multiple laboratories, hold down the CTRL key while 
highlighting each laboratory’s name. 

• State – State in which the samples were collected. 
• Collection Date (Start) – Starting day of a date range in which the samples 

were collected. 
• Collection Date (End) – Ending day of a date range in which your samples 

were collected. 

 

 

Output Options Sub-block 
• Summary Only – Check this box to generate a report that only contains 

summary counts of the appropriate Sample Records.  This report will not 
contain details such as specimen types, test names, and test results. 

• Output Type – Format to use when generating the report.  The choices are: 

PDF Portable Document Format Use Adobe Reader to open this file. 

EXCEL Excel Spreadsheet Format Use Excel to open/view it. 

HTML Hypertext Markup Language Use a web browser to open/view it. 

CSV Comma-Separated Values 
Format… (a plain text file in 
which the values are 
separated by commas) 

Use a database or spreadsheet 
application to open this file. 

            Click on                       .  The report is generated and displayed in a 
separate window onscreen.  

            If desired, use the web browser’s File > Print menu command to save 
this report to a location of your choosing. 

            For some formats, a File Download message box may appear.   
Use one of the following commands: 

•                  Click, to display the report onscreen. 

•                   Click, to save the report to a location of your choosing. 

•                   Click, to cancel the report generation. 

 

 

 
 
 

Action Item:     Generate Reports                 
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Scrapie Genotyping
Entering Laboratory Test Results  

using the VS Lab Submission Application

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome Screen Entering Laboratory Test Results 

• Change Password – Use to change 
your login password for the VS Lab 
Submissions application. 

• Create Lab Submission – Use to 
start a new Lab Submission.  

• Review Lab Submissions – Use to 
retrieve an existing Lab Submission.   
It can be incomplete or one that has 
already been submitted to a processing 
laboratory.  If you retrieve an 
incomplete Lab Submission, you can 
add to or modify its contents and then submit it.  

• Enter Lab Results – Used by a processing laboratory to enter Scrapie 
RSSS test results into a Lab Submission.  

• Generate Reports – Use to view a list of the RSSS reports that you 
can generate.  

• Note:  Your login profile will determine which Action Items appear on 
the Welcome Screen for you to use. 

        On the Welcome Screen under Action Items, click on the Enter 
Lab Results option.     

         A Lab Submission Search Form will appear.  In the Search 
Criteria  Block, fill out as many data fields as possible: 
• Program – Select the Scrapie Eradication Program option.   
• Collection Type – Select the Genotyping option. 
• Referral # - Uniquely identifies a Lab Submission Record. Manually 

enter this value in the following format: your State’s two-letter 
abbreviation, the initials for your name, and the date (MMDDYYYY) 
on which the collection event was performed.  
Example: COMTM01152007  (for “Colorado, MTM, January 15, 2007”) 

• Specimen Bar Code – Enter a partial or complete bar code number 
associated with a single specimen.  (Use the % symbol to replace any 
numbers you are not sure of.) 

• Submission Status – Select the Submitted to Lab option. 
• Collection Date Between – Click on the pop-up calendar (       ) next to 

each data field to specify the starting and ending dates during which the 
collection event was performed. 

• Collection State – Select the state where the collection event was 
performed. 

• Collected By (Last, First) – Enter the last and first name of the person 
who collected the specimens. 

• Collection Site Name – Enter the name of the premises or business 
where the collection event was performed. 

         Click on one of these commands: 

•                 Use to run the search, using the values you just entered.   
Jump now to Step        below. 

•                                  Use to empty the data fields in the Search 
Criteria Block.   Any default values will still be displayed. 

•                 Use to cancel this Lab Submission search and to return to the 
Welcome Screen.  Any data already entered will not be saved. 

        A Search Results Block will appear.  If more than one matching 
record is found, a list will be displayed. 

• Click on        to learn how to sort the results by clicking on each column 
heading.  

• If the list is longer than one screen, use the                         and 
                            buttons to move within it. 

Check the radio button next to the Lab Submission Record whose test 
results you want to enter.  Then click on the                          button. 

         A Select User Lab Form will appear.   
In the Acting on behalf of lab data field, select the name of your 
laboratory.  Then click on the                     button. 

• VS Lab Submission URL http://cowebapps.aphis.usda.gov/vslabsub 
• Scrapie Help Desk Phone # 1-877-944-8457 
• Assumptions You have a login & password to the VS Lab Submission   

 application.  You also know how to use a web browser program. 
• Required fields On each Lab Submission web form, you must enter 

information into each field marked with a red label and asterisk (*). 
• Pop-up Blockers Before accessing the VS Lab Submission application, 

turn off the pop-up blocker feature in your web browser.  

General Information/Tips 

These buttons                                        appear in the 
top-right corner on each Lab Submission web form.  

• Home takes you to the Welcome/Home screen. 
• Logout takes you completely out of the VS Lab 

Submission application. 
• Help provides links to relevant documents/info. 

Click on a data field’s  to display a List of Values. 

Click on a date field’s  to display a pop-up calendar. 
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Entering Laboratory Test Results - continued 

^ When entering a telephone or fax machine number, include both the area code as well as the number itself. 
^^ When entering a Zip Code, use either the 5-digit or 9-digit version.   

          A Lab Test Results Form will appear. 

Submission Information Block 

This block will be auto-filled with information from the Lab Submission 
Record you retrieved back in Step        on Page 1.     
 
Lab Information Block 

This block will be auto-filled with information from the Lab Submission 
Record you retrieved back in Step        on Page 1.    

Complete the following mandatory data field: 
• Date Specimens Received – Click on the pop-up calendar (       ) to 

select the date on which your laboratory received the physical specimens 
reported in this Lab Submission Record. 

Specimen List Block  

• Specimens to View – This data field defaults to the first three specimen 
barcodes reported in this Lab Submission.  You can change this default 
to a different set of specimen barcodes, if desired, by using the drop-
down List of Values. 

•                                                                                                   – Check 
this box if all test results for all of the specimens displayed in this block 
are the same. 

You may also see a pop-up message offering to automatically assign Lab 
Accession numbers to the specimens. 

Before entering test results for a specimen, make sure you check its box in 
the left column.  You can do this individually or by using the         feature. 

•          – Click in this box to check or uncheck all specimens in this block.  
Any commands you then select will apply to these checked specimens. 

• Specimen Bar Code – Unique bar code that identifies a specific 
specimen. 

• Specimen Type – Type of specimen collected and tested. 
• Lab Accession # – Enter the unique identification number that your 

laboratory assigns to this specimen.   
• Test Type – Use the drop-down List of Values to select the correct test 

performed on the specimen, or leave blank. 
• Test Result – Use the drop-down List of Values to select the correct 

value.  (If Test Type=blank, select the Not Tested option for this field.) 
• Date Tested – Click on the pop-up calendar (       ) to select the date on 

which the specimen was tested by the lab.   
(If Test Type=blank, do not enter a date into this data field.) 

• Test Status – This data field defaults to the Pending option. (After a test 
result has been entered and saved for a specimen, this value changes to 
Completed.) 

 

 In this block, you can add more tests to a specimen record:                  
a. Check the box next to the specimen you want to add more tests to.   
b. Click on the                                    button.   
c. A pop-up message asks you to enter the number of additional tests for 

the checked specimen.   
d. Enter the number of tests to add.  Then click on                   . 
e. You return to the Specimen List Block.  The row containing the 

checked specimen will now display the additional tests you specified.  
f. Fill out the newly-added test results data fields, when ready to. 

To empty all the data fields in the Specimen List Block, click on the.      
                   button. 

         Finishing the Lab Test Results Form 

Use one of these commands: 

•                                Use to save any test results you have entered so far 
for any or all of the specimens in this Lab Submission. You should see 
this message: 

•                                                         Use this command only after you 
have entered all test results for all specimens in a Lab Submission.  
After you use this command, the Lab Submission can no longer be 
edited, and is saved and submitted to the GDB.   

A pop-up message will ask you to confirm this command.  You should 
then see this message: 

A Search Results Block will appear that summarizes the data you 
just entered and submitted. 

•                                  Use this command to return to the Select User Lab  
Form. 

                          

          Click on                                     one or more times to return to the 
Lab Submission Search Form. 

          At this point, you can do any of several tasks: 

• To open a different Lab Submission and enter its test results, repeat 
Step        through Step        .   

• To create new Lab Submissions, review existing ones, or generate 
reports, click on the                button. 

• To exit the Lab Submission application, click on the                 button. 
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Scrapie Genotyping 
 

Entering Laboratory Test Results  
using the VS Lab Submission Application

 

 

 

Review Submission Form  

       Submission Information Block 

The fields in this block will be auto-filled with the data you entered earlier 
in the Create Lab Submission Form.   

You can edit the following two fields, if needed: 
• Referral # - Uniquely identifies a lab submission. Manually enter this 

value in the following format: your State’s two-letter abbreviation, the 
initials for your name, and the date (MMDDYYYY) on which the 
collection event was performed.  
Example: COMTM01152007  (for “Colorado, MTM, January 15, 2007”) 

• Collection Date – Click on the pop-up calendar (       ) to specify the date 
on which the collection event was performed. 

 

         Submission Created By Block 

The fields in this block will be auto-filled with the data entered by the 
person who created this Lab Submission Record.     

         Collection Information Block 

This block and its sub-blocks will be auto-filled with the data you entered 
earlier. 

Click on              to open this Lab Submission within a Collection 
Information Form. 

When you have made all your changes, select one of the following buttons: 

•                                     Use to save the data you just entered and then to go 
directly to the Review Submission Form. 

•                                          Use to return to the Review Submission Form.  
Any changes you made to the Samples Form are not saved. 

•                                       Use to delete this Lab Submission entirely and to 
return to the Welcome Screen.   

  

          Samples List Block 

Displays a list of one or more Sample Records that you have entered and 
saved in this Lab Submission. 

Click the radio button next to the Sample Record you want to change.  Then 
click on one of these buttons: 

•             Use to open an Edit Sample Information Form.   

• After you make all your changes, click on                           to save them, 
or on                             to cancel them.  You then return to the Samples 
Form. 

•               Use to immediately delete the selected Sample Record from 
both the Samples List and from this Lab Submission. 

•                                      Use to open a new Add Sample Information 
# Block.  Note that the number in the title bar of this block has 
increased by one.  

         Payment & Laboratory Information Block 

• Conditions to test for:  Auto-filled with the Scrapie option. 
• Laboratory – Laboratory that will test these samples. 
• Payment Certification – Payment method to use for reimbursing the 

processing laboratory that is testing the samples.  
• Specimen Preservation – Method used to preserve the samples you 

are shipping to the processing laboratory.  
• # of Formalin Boxes – Number of boxes containing samples that have 

been packed/preserved using Formalin. 
• # of Other Boxes – Number of boxes containing samples that have 

been packed/preserved using non-Formalin methods.  
 

       Finishing the Review Submission Form 

Do one of the following actions:   

•                                          Use after you have finalized all of the data in 
this Lab Submission and are ready to submit (email) it to the processing 
laboratory.   
Note:  A pop-up message will ask you to confirm that you are ready to 
complete this submission.  After you confirm, please allow a few 
seconds for the submission to be completed.  You should then see this 
message: 

•                                        Use to delete this Lab Submission entirely and 
to return to the Welcome Screen. 

•                Use to return to the Welcome Screen.  This Lab Submission 
will be saved as an incomplete record.  You can find and re-open this 
Lab Submission on the Welcome Screen. 

  

          Post-Lab Submission Tasks You Can Do                        

 You can now do any of the following actions:      

•                                       Check the radio button next to the Sample 
Record you want to see.  Then click this button.  A Sample Information 
Form will appear that displays the full Sample Record.  When ready, 
click on              to return to the Review Submission Form. 

•                                           Use to generate an electronic Packing Slip 
that you can print out and put inside the physical samples’ shipping 
boxes.  When you click this button, both a Print dialog box and a 
separate window containing a PDF-formatted Packing Slip will appear 
onscreen.  Use the Print dialog box to request your printouts. 

•                 Use to return to the Welcome Screen. 

•                 Use to return to the Welcome Screen to start another task. 

•                              Use to view this Lab Submission’s test results that 
have been posted by the processing laboratory.  
Note:  This button will appear on the Review Submission Form only 
after the laboratory has posted the test results. 
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Quick Start Guide:   
Scrapie Premises ID Cleansing Toolkit 
 
The purpose of the Scrapie Premises ID Cleansing Toolkit (referred to hereafter as the “Toolkit”) is to provide the Scrapie National 
Generic Database (SNGD) users with a helpful, web-based tool which assigns GDB Natco premises with a national premises 
identification number. 
 
Task 1:  Logging into the Toolkit Web site …………………………………………………………………………….. Page 1 
Task 2:  Tailoring your Search Criteria………………………… ……………………………………………………….. Page 2 
Task 3:  Beginning the Process of Validating Prem IDs ……………………………………………………………… Page 3 
Task 4:  Assigning an SPRS Business Account and an NAIS ID to a Premises ………………………………… … Page 4 
 
 

Task 1:  Logging into the Toolkit Web Site 
 

1.1 Connect your computer to the Internet. 

1.2 Start up your preferred web browser application, such as Microsoft Internet Explorer.    

1.3 In your web browser’s Address field, enter the following URL to go to the Toolkit web site:   

http://cofcvscmoore-dl.we.aphis.gov/premct_test/ 

If you access the APHIS network via a reverse proxy, use the URL shown below instead: 

http://gdbnatrpt.aphis.usda.gov/forms90/f90servlet?config=gdbnatrpt  

1.4 When the login screen (shown at right) appears, do the following:  

a. In the Username1 field, type your user name.                         

b. In the Password1 field, type your password.  

c. In the Database2 field, type the name of your database.   
1If your State has a Local GDB, then use the same Username/Password 
that you normally use to log into the GDB on your local database.  If your 
State does not use GDB, then you should request a new 
Username/Password by contacting the GDB Help Desk (see Appendix 
C). 

2Always use mdapnat (the literal name of the production database) in this field. 

 (If you have any questions about what login values to use, contact your system administrator.) 

d. Click on the Login button. 
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e. This should bring you to the Welcome screen (shown below). 

 

 
 

Task 2:  Tailoring Your Search Criteria 

2.1 In the Welcome screen click on the drop down arrow to display a list of values in which you can 
highlight and select the state containing the premises that you would like to search for. 

 Once you select a state the Welcome screen will refresh and display the statistics (see example 
below) for this states’ premises. 

                         

 

2.2 Click on the Validate Premises button.  This will lead you to the Address Validation and 
Standardization screen.   

 

In this screen you will have the opportunity to fill out any of the fields in the Search Criteria block in 
order to narrow your results.  The table below describes how to use each field: 

To search by: Type this: 

Premises ID Combine the %, with a prefix, suffix and/or characters of the premises for which 
you would like to search for. 

City Use the List of Values to select a city in which the premises you are searching 
for is located. 

County Use the List of Values to select a county in which the premises you are 
searching for is located. 

Zip Code Use the List of Values to select the zip code for the premises. 
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Note:  You may search more than one value at a time (see the example below, which will use  both the Prem ID and 
the Zip Code values to generate any search results).  All search options will generate a list of premises that fit the 
criteria entered. 

 

 The Address Validation and Standardization screen also has a check box where you have the 
option to “include Premises with Assigned NAIS IDs”.  By checking this box, all premises (those with 
and without NAIS IDs) will be included in your search results. 

 

2.3 Look in the Premises Information block.  If the premises 
that you want to validate:  

•••    Is being displayed go directly to Task 3 now.   

•••    Is not being displayed, click on the red arrow in the 
gray Search Results bar to advance to the next record.  
Continue clicking until the record you want is 
displayed. Then move onto Task 3. 

 

 

 

Task 3:  Beginning the Process of Validating Prem IDs 

3.1 Verify this premises record by doing the following: 

a. Review the data in the Premises Information block for accuracy and make any necessary 
changes. 

b. When ready, click on the Validate button. 

3.2 The screen will refresh to display additional information in a Validation Results block at the bottom 
of the screen.   See the example on the next page. 



06-23-2005      Scrapie Premises ID Cleansing Toolkit – Quick Start Guide v1.0 

 4

 

•••    If the Premises information data was validated successfully, you will find two green 
boxes on the screen, one in the Search Results bar and one in the Validation 
Results block. Proceed now to Task 4. 

•••    If the premises data could not be validated, a red box will be displayed in the 
Validation Results block at the bottom of the screen which contains helpful hints on 
how to change the address in order to make it valid.  After you have made your 
changes to the address, you may resubmit the address for validation by clicking the 
Revalidate button. 

 

Task 4:  Assigning an SPRS Business Account and an NAIS ID to a 
Premises 

4.1    In the SPRS Business Account block you have three options:    

•••    The Use current Premises 
Information…option will automatically 
create a business account for you based 
on the premise information.  Account 
creation only occurs during the final phase 
of this toolkit when a XML file is generated 
to load into your SPRS system. To use this 
option, just leave this radio button selected. 
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•••    The Use this SPRS…option allows you to manually enter an existing account number.  To use 
this option, click on the radio button and then manually type in the complete account number. 

•••    The Use default SPRS…option allows you to pool all premises in a state under a generic 
account number of your creation.  To use this option click on the radio button.  A pop-up box 
will appear in which you will need to specify what account number you want to use.  Once you 
choose an account number click OK. 

4.2 Once you have the premises Business Account number set up, click the Assign NAIS ID button.   

•••    If successful you should see a green bar (shown below) that displays the message that this 
premises “was successfully assigned a NAIS Id”.   

 

 

•••    If unsuccessful you will see a message to that effect. 

 

4.3  Note that under the green bar the screen displays information about a new record.  You can now 
repeat the validation process for the new record by repeating Tasks 3-4 in this Quick Start Guide.  
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NEW PROGRAM ORDER 

WHEN TO USE 
Use New Program Order to order AIN ID Tags for animals in the Scrapie program. (Other 
programs will be added in the future.) 

PERFORMING THE ACTION 

 

To create a new program order, click on New Program Order. 
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The New Program Order screen will be displayed. 

Your Nonproducer Participant Number is displayed in the NPN field. 

The default selected Disease Program is Scrapie. 

To create a new order within the selected program, click on the  button. 

 

 

The New Scrapie Program Order will be displayed. 

Since you are submitting the Program Order, your NPN appears in the Submitter NPN field. 

Since this is a new order, the Order Status is set to New. 
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From the Tag Recipient drop-down menu, select the type of entity that will be receiving the 
AIN Tags. If you are ordering tags for yourself, the Tag Recipient will describe who you are. 
If you are ordering tags for someone else, the Tag Recipient will describe the entity for whom 
you are ordering the tags. 

 

 

Type in the identification number for the entity that will be receiving the tags in the 
Flock/Person ID field. 

Select the state where the customer is located from the State drop-down menu. 

Then click on the  button. 
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The New Scrapie Program Order will display the Contact Information for the Tag Recipient. 

 

Select the type of contact from the Contact Type drop-down menu. 
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If you select CUSTOM as the Contact Type, type in the contact information in the appropriate 
fields. 
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Select the Manufacturer whose tags you want to order from the Manufacturer drop-down 
menu. The Device drop-down menu will list tags for the Manufacturer you selected. Select 
the type of tag you want to order from the Device drop-down menu. Type in the number of 
tags you want to order in the Order Quantity field. You may optionally enter the AINs you 
want applied to the AIN Tags in the Tag Sequence field. 

When you have completed all fields, click on the  button to submit the or-
der. 
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The order will be created and the Edit Scrapie Order screen will be displayed. Since this is a 
new order, the Order Status has been changed from NEW to OPEN. 

To make changes to the order, type in the new information in the appropriate fields or make 
new selections from the appropriate drop-down menus. Then click on the  but-
ton to save the changes to the order. 

To cancel the order, click on the  button. 

Note: An AIN Tag Manufacturer will not see the Scrapie Order Created screen. Clicking on 
the  on the New Scrapie Program Order screen will advance to the Fulfill 
Scrapie Order screen. 
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FULFILL SCRAPIE ORDER 

 

When an AIN Tag Manufacturer creates a new order, the Fulfill Scrapie Order screen will be 
displayed. 
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The Flock/Person ID will appear in the AIN ID Prefix field if the order is created by a Flock 
Owner (Customer Type = SFCP Participant). This ID will be added at the beginning of the 
AINs on the AIN ID Tags. If you want another identifier to appear on the tags, type in the de-
sired ID in the AIN ID Prefix field. If you don’t want any identifier added to the AIN, uncheck 
the AIN ID Prefix box. Note: If you are entering “840” AINs, uncheck the AIN ID Prefix box. 
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AINs are limited to 15 characters, and “840” AINs use all 15 characters. A space is added 
between the Device Prefix and the AIN. Make sure that the AIN ID Prefix plus space plus AIN 
total not more than 15 characters. 

Type in the first number in the AIN series in the Starting AIN field. The Number of AINs 
Shipped will default to the total number of AINs in the order. If you are shipping fewer than 
the total number of AIN Tags, type in the number of AIN Tags being shipped in the Number 
of AINs Shipped field. The Ending AIN field will automatically calculate. 

When you have completed all fields, click on the  button to fulfill the order. 
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Click on the AIN Collection tab to ship non-consecutive AINs. 

Type the AINs being shipped in the Non-Consecutive AINs field. Indicate a series of AINs 
with a hyphen, and separate AINs and series of AINs with a comma. 

Alternately, you can upload a file containing the non-consecutive AINs being shipped. Click 
on the  button, select the file containing the AINs being shipped, then click the 

 button. The file should be a text (.txt) file, and the AINs in the file should follow 
the same rules as for entering AINs manually.  

When you have completed all fields, click on the  button to fulfill the order. 

 

 

 

The Edit Scrapie Order screen will be displayed. Since the order has been fulfilled, no fields 
are editable, and the Order Status has been set to FULFILLED. 
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If the number of AINs entered in the Number of AINs Shipped field or the Non-Consecutive 
AINs field on the previous screens is fewer than the number of AINs in the Order Quantity 
field, the number of AINs shipped will be displayed in the Quantity Fulfilled field and the 
status will be set to PART_FULFILLED. 

To list the AINs which are included in this order, click on the  button. 

 

The AINs which are included in this order will be displayed. 
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SHIP PROGRAM AINS 

WHEN TO USE 
Use Ship Program AINs to report the shipment of Scrapie Animal ID Tags. (Other programs 
will be added in the future.) 

PERFORMING THE ACTION 

 

To process a program order, click on Ship Program AINs. 
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The Ship Program AINs screen will be displayed. 

Your Nonproducer Participant Number is displayed in the NPN field. 

The default selected Disease Program is Scrapie. 

To ship AINs within the selected program, click on the  button. 
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The Ship Scrapie AINs screen will be displayed. 
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If there is an AIN ID Prefix added to the AINs, check the AIN ID Prefix box, and type the pre-
fix in the AIN ID Prefix field. 

Type the AINs being shipped in the Non-Consecutive AINs field. Indicate a series of AINs 
with a hyphen, and separate AINs and series of AINs with a comma. Note: Only AINs con-
sisting of all numbers, with no letters or spaces, can be included in a series with hyphens. 
AINs with letters and/or spaces must be separated with commas. 

Alternately, you can upload a file containing the non-consecutive AINs being shipped. Click 
on the  button, select the file containing the AINs being shipped, then click the 

 button. The file should be a text (.txt) file, and the AINs in the file should follow 
the same rules as for entering AINs manually. 
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Note: Only AINs which have been previously associated with a Scrapie order can be used on 
AIN Tags. It is necessary that the AINs entered in the Non-Consecutive AINs field have been 
fulfilled for a New Scrapie Order. 

The Event Date will default to today’s date. Type in 
the shipping date in the Event Date field, if different 
from today’s date. Alternately, click on the calendar 
icon to select the shipping date from the Date Picker. 
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From the VS Customer Type drop-down menu, select the type of customer to whom the AIN 
Tags will be shipped. 

Type in the customer identification number for the entity to whom the tags will be shipped in 
the VS Customer ID field. 

Select the state where the customer is located from the Customer State drop-down menu. 

Then click on the  button. 
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The customer Contact Information will be displayed. 
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Select the type of contact from the Contact Type drop-down menu. 
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Type the NAIS Premises ID Number for the entity in the National Prem ID field. Then click 
on the  button. (This is required only for “840” AINs.) 
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The Premises information will be displayed. To record the shipment, click on the  but-
ton. 
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The Shipment will be recorded. 
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FIND PROGRAM ORDERS 

WHEN TO USE 
Use Find Program Orders to view orders for Scrapie Animal ID Tags placed by a specific 
submitter, or placed with a specific manufacturer. (Other programs will be added in the fu-
ture.) 

PERFORMING THE ACTION 

 

To locate program orders which have already been created, click on Find Program Orders. 
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The Find Program Orders screen will be displayed. 

The default selected Disease Program is Scrapie. 

 

 

You can find program orders for a specific submitter or for a specific manufacturer. Either 
type in the NPN for the submitter whose orders you want to find in the Submitter NPN field, 
or select the manufacturer whose orders you want to find from the Manufacturer drop-down 
menu. 

You can enter additional search criteria for orders. 

• Device – shows orders for a specific Animal ID Tag. 

• Customer ID – shows orders for a specific customer. 
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• Order Status – shows orders by status – new, part fulfilled, fulfilled, or cancelled. 

• Begin Date/End Date – shows orders created in a date range. 

When you have entered all the search criteria for the program orders you want to find, click 
on the  button. 

 

 

All program orders which meet your search criteria will be displayed. 

To view an order, click on the ID link. 
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OPEN orders may be updated or canceled. 

AIN Tag Manufacturers can fulfill OPEN and PART FULFILLED orders. (This function is not 
available to Scrapie Officials.) To process the order, click on the  button. 
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Scrapie Status Codes ‘Cheat Sheets’ 
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SCRAPIE STATUS CODE ‘CHEAT SHEET’ 
PART I 

 
Investigation Status Codes, Issue Reasons, Release Reasons on: 

 
ORIGINATING PREMISES 

 
 
Possible Initiating Investigation EVENT REASONS 
 
1.  SLT - Positive (or inconclusive) test result submitted from   
 slaughter as part of surveillance (RSSS) 
 
2.  SURF - Positive (or inconclusive) test result submitted from on the 
 farm as part of surveillance effort 

 
3.  TRF - Positive (or inconclusive) test result in a trace forward flock 
 
4.  SA - Presence or report of Clinical Suspect in a Flock 
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1.  SLT - Positive (or inconclusive) test result submitted from slaughter as 
part of surveillance (RSSS) 

 

*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable to trace 
sold animals further 
** may include dispersal sale if trace outs possible, land still in use 
***animal transited flock - did not lamb in flock and wasn’t born in flock 
 

INFECT  
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
RSSS trace SLT 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (CLOSE PLAN AND INFECT AT THIS TIME, 
OPEN PEMMP STATUS) 

FPC 

Infected flock subsequently determined to be a Source flock (CLOSE 
INFECT AND OPEN SOURCE STATUS) 

SOU 

or 
SOURCE 

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
RSSS trace SLT 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (CLOSE PLAN AND SOURCE AT THIS TIME, 
OPEN PEMMP STATUS) 

FPC 

or 
EXPOSE 

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Flock that retains high risk animals, no association with “V” strain GBPPHI 
Flock that retains high risk animals, presence of  “V” strain GBPPHV 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; All tissue necropsy 
tested, Scrapie NOT detected 

HRNND 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; Tissue from one or 
more animals NOT SUBMITTED for necropsy testing 
(Consult Regional Epi – leave EXPOSED open OR open INFECT 
status).  Open NONCOM status 

HRNNS 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died;  Tissues necropsy 
tested, one or more animals tested positive 

HRNTP 

INVEST (can go directly to INFECT, SOURCE, or EXPOSE status if known) 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Trace back of positive animal from slaughter SLT 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Infected animal traced to another flock from this flock, not flock of 
origin (enter flock to which traced and open INVEST for that flock) 

TRB 

All high risk animals tested, all negative  ESN 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

Unable to trace, not flock of origin and/or information provided is 
incorrect (Mandatory Remarks) 

UT 

Flock found to be infected** (MUST OPEN INFECT STATUS) INF 
Flock found to be source flock (MUST OPEN SOURCE STATUS) SOU 
Flock determined to be exposed flock*** (MUST OPEN EXPOSE 
STATUS) 

EXP 

Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 



 

5/4/2009 4

1.  SLT - Positive (or inconclusive) test result submitted from slaughter as 
 part of surveillance (RSSS) 
 

PLAN (open when owner signs flock plan) 
Issue Reason – should be indicative of type of flock plan Issue Reason Code 
Standard genetics-based flock plan  GBFP 
Genetics-based flock plan with “136-V” strain association GBFPV 
Genetics-based flock plan with retention of some QQs (or other high 
risk animals)  

GBFPHI 

Whole flock depopulation WFDFP 
Exposure-based flock plan (9CFR plan) EBFP 
Flock dispersal (C&D required, investigate trace outs) (*need template 
for this plan) 

DISP 

Pilot (Mandatory Remarks) PILOT 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 
New flock plan started (NEED TO OPEN NEW PLAN STATUS 
WITH APPROPRIATE PLAN IN IR) 

FPS 

 
 

PEMMP – replaces PEPLAN (open when owner signs PEMMP) 
Issue Reason – should reflect type of PEMMP Issue Reason Code 
Infected/Source flocks don’t retain high risk animals GBPP  
Infected/Source flocks that retain high risk animals, no association with 
“V” strain (close INFECT status and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ 
ISSUE RSN GBPPHI) 

GBPPHI  

Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals, presence of “V” 
strain (close INFECT status and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ ISSUE 
RSN GBPPHV) 

GBPPHV 

WFDFP with no repopulation for 5 years required NOREP 
WFDFP with repopulation permitted WFREP 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

PEMMP completed PPC  
*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable 
to trace sold animals further 
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2.  SURF - Positive (or inconclusive) test result submitted from on the 
 farm as part of surveillance effort 
 

*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable 
to trace sold animals further 
** may include dispersal sale if trace outs possible, land still in use 
***animal transited flock - did not lamb in flock and wasn’t born in flock 
 

INFECT  
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Positive Animal from on-farm surveillance SURF 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (CLOSE PLAN AND INFECT AT THIS TIME, 
OPEN PEMMP STATUS) 

FPC 

Infected flock subsequently determined to be a Source flock (CLOSE 
INFECT AND OPEN SOURCE STATUS) 

SOU 

or 
SOURCE 

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Positive Animal from on-farm surveillance SURF 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (CLOSE PLAN AND SOURCE AT THIS TIME, 
OPEN PEMMP STATUS) 

FPC 

or 
EXPOSE 

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Flock that retains high risk animals, no association with “V” strain GBPPHI 
Flock that retains high risk animals, presence of  “V” strain GBPPHV 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; All tissue necropsy 
tested, Scrapie NOT detected 

HRNND 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; Tissue from one or 
more animals NOT SUBMITTED for necropsy testing 
(Consult Regional Epi – leave EXPOSED open OR open INFECT 
status).  Open NONCOM status 

HRNNS 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died;  Tissues necropsy 
tested, one or more animals tested positive 

HRNTP 

INVEST (can go directly to INFECT, SOURCE, or EXPOSE status if known) 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Positive Animal from on-farm surveillance SURF 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Infected animal traced to another flock from this flock, not flock of 
origin (enter flock to which traced and open INVEST for that flock) 

TRB 

All high risk animals tested, all negative  ESN 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

Unable to trace, not flock of origin and/or information provided is 
incorrect (Mandatory Remarks) 

UT 

Flock found to be infected** (MUST OPEN INFECT STATUS) INF 
Flock found to be source flock (MUST OPEN SOURCE STATUS) SOU 
Flock determined to be exposed flock*** (MUST OPEN EXPOSE 
STATUS) 

EXP 

Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
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2.  SURF - Positive (or inconclusive) test result submitted from on the 
 farm as part of surveillance effort 
 

PLAN (open when owner signs flock plan) 
Issue Reason – should be indicative of type of flock plan Issue Reason Code 
Standard genetics-based flock plan  GBFP 
Genetics-based flock plan with “136-V” strain association GBFPV 
Genetics-based flock plan with retention of some QQs (or other high 
risk animals)  

GBFPHI 

Whole flock depopulation WFDFP 
Exposure-based flock plan (9CFR plan) EBFP 
Flock dispersal (C&D required, investigate trace outs) (*need template 
for this plan) 

DISP 

Pilot (Mandatory Remarks) PILOT 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 
New flock plan started (NEED TO OPEN NEW PLAN STATUS 
WITH APPROPRIATE PLAN IN IR) 

FPS 

 
PEMMP – replaces PEPLAN (open when owner signs PEMMP) 

Issue Reason – should reflect type of PEMMP Issue Reason Code 
Infected/Source flocks don’t retain high risk animals GBPP  
Infected/Source flocks that retain high risk animals, no association with 
“V” strain (close INFECT status and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ 
ISSUE RSN GBPPHI) 

GBPPHI  

Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals, presence of “V” 
strain (close INFECT status and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ ISSUE 
RSN GBPPHV) 

GBPPHV 

WFDFP with no repopulation for 5 years required NOREP 
WFDFP with repopulation permitted WFREP 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

PEMMP completed PPC  
*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable 
to trace sold animals further 
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3.  TRF - Positive (or inconclusive) test result in a trace forward flock 
 

INVEST – should be opened when first receive report of trace animal 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Trace forward of high risk/required animals from infected flock  TRF  
Release Reason – these are arranged in a hierarchy – choose the 
first (topmost) release reason that applies if more than one apply 

Release Reason Code 

All exposed animals were necropsied (or third eyelid tested) and one or 
more was found to be positive; flock designated as infected (open 
INFECT status) 

ESIFP 

All exposed animals were necropsied (or third eyelid tested) and one or 
more was found to be positive; flock NOT infected 

POS 

Missing ewe investigation conducted with one or more animals found to 
be positive (open INFECT status) 

METP 

One or more high risk QQ ewes retained (and third eyelid negative) 
(open EXPOSE status with basic PEMMP) 

QQRES 

One or more less susceptible (QR) ewe retained that has been restricted 
by the DSE (open EXPOSE status with basic PEMMP) 

QRRES 

All exposed animals necropsied, all found negative with no high risk 
animals retained  

ESN 

All animals traced were RR or unrestricted QR sheep or some were 
necropsied and found negative and the rest were RR or unrestricted QR, 
or were males 

LO 

Missing ewe investigation conducted with negative results (open basic 
PEMMP) 

METN 

Exposed animal no longer in flock and did not lamb, or were missing 
males  

MDNL 

Unable to trace (Mandatory remarks) UT 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
 

INFECT (required for INVEST statuses w/ release reason ESIFP or METP) 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Exposed female animals necropsied or 3rd lid tested, infected  ESIFP 
Missing ewe investigation w/ positive results (if positive was born in 
flock then SOURCE status should be opened instead) 

METP 

Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (close PLAN and INFECT STATUS at this time, 
open PEMMP) 

FPC 

Infected flock subsequently determined to be a Source flock (close 
INFECT and open SOURCE STATUS) 

SOU 

or 
SOURCE (required for INFECT release reason SOU) 

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Missing ewe investigation w/ positive results in animal born in flock METP 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 

or 
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3.  TRF - Positive (or inconclusive) test result in a trace forward flock 
 

EXPOSE 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Flock that retains high risk animals, no association with “V” strain GBPPHI 
Flock that retains high risk animals, presence of  “V” strain GBPPHV 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; All tissue necropsy 
tested, Scrapie NOT detected 

HRNND 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; Tissue from one or 
more animals NOT SUBMITTED for necropsy testing 
(Consult Regional Epi – leave EXPOSED open OR open INFECT 
status).  Open NONCOM status 

HRNNS 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died;  Tissues necropsy 
tested, one or more animals tested positive 

HRNTP 

 
PLAN (open when owner signs flock plan) 

Issue Reason – should be indicative of type of flock plan Issue Reason Code 
Standard genetics-based flock plan  GBFP 
Genetics-based flock plan with “136-V” strain association GBFPV 
Genetics-based flock plan with retention of some QQs (or other high 
risk animals)  

GBFPHI 

Whole flock depopulation WFDFP 
Exposure-based flock plan (9CFR plan) EBFP 
Flock dispersal (C&D still required) DISP 
Pilot (Mandatory Remarks) PILOT 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 
New flock plan started* (NEED TO OPEN NEW PLAN STATUS 
WITH APPROPRIATE PLAN IN ISSUE REASON) 

FPS 

*use this option if, during the course of conducting the initial flock plan you find information that results in the 
change inn the type of flock plan required (i.e. GBFP to GBFPV or GBFP to WFD, etc.) 
 

PEMMP – replaces PEPLAN (open when owner signs PEMMP) 
Issue Reason – should reflect type of PEMMP Issue Reason Code 
Infected/Source flocks don’t retain high risk animals GBPP  
Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals (close INFECT 
STATUS and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ ISSUE RSN GBPPHI) 

GBPPHI  

Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals, presence of “V” 
strain (close INFECT STATUS and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ ISSUE 
RSN GBPPHV) 

GBPPHV 

WFDFP with no repopulation for 5 years required NOREP 
WFDFP with repopulation permitted WFREP 
Missing ewe investigation complete MEPP 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

PEMMP completed PPC  
*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable to trace 
sold animals further 
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4.  SA - Presence or report of Clinical Suspect in a Flock 
 

 
EXPOSE  

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Inconclusive test result INC 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
All animals designated for test were negative INCTN 
One or more animal designated for test were positive (Open INFECT or 
SOURCE status) 

INCTP 

Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
 

INFECT  
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Clinical Suspect SA 
One or more animals tested as part of investigation initially found to be 
inconclusive were positive 

INCTP 

Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (CLOSE PLAN AND INFECT AT THIS TIME, 
OPEN PEMMP STATUS) 

FPC 

Infected flock subsequently determined to be a Source flock (CLOSE 
INFECT AND OPEN SOURCE STATUS) 

SOU 

or 

INVEST – open when first receive notification of clinical suspect 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Presence of clinical suspect in flock SA 
Presence of animal with inconclusive test results in a flock (Open 
EXPOSE STATUS) 

INC 

Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Clinical suspect was negative at necropsy NS 
Clinical resolution of suspect, not scrapie CRS 
Clinical suspect tested positive, results in new infected flock (open 
INFECT status) 

INF   

Clinical suspect tested positive, results source flock (open SOURCE 
status 

SOU 

Clinical suspect tested positive, but not born in flock and did not lamb 
in flock, no further action 

NINF 

Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
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4.  SA - Presence or report of Clinical Suspect in a Flock 
 

SOURCE  
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Clinical Suspect SA 
One or more animals tested as part of investigation initially found to be 
inconclusive were positive and were born in the flock 

INCTP 

Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 
 
 

PLAN (open when owner signs flock plan) 
Issue Reason – should be indicative of type of flock plan Issue Reason Code 
Standard genetics-based flock plan  GBFP 
Genetics-based flock plan with “136-V” strain association GBFPV 
Genetics-based flock plan with retention of some QQs (or other high 
risk animals)  

GBFPHI 

Whole flock depopulation WFDFP 
Exposure-based flock plan (9CFR plan) EBFP 
Flock dispersal (C&D still required) DISP 
Pilot (Mandatory Remarks) PILOT 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 
New flock plan started (NEED TO OPEN NEW PLAN STATUS 
WITH APPROPRIATE PLAN IN IR) 

FPS 

 
 

PEMMP – replaces PEPLAN (open when owner signs PEMMP) 
Issue Reason – should reflect type of PEMMP Issue Reason Code 
Infected/Source flocks don’t retain high risk animals GBPP  
Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals (close INFECT 
STATUS and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ ISSUE RSN GBPPHI) 

GBPPHI  

Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals, presence of “V” 
strain (close INFECT STATUS and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ ISSUE 
RSN GBPPHV) 

GBPPHV 

WFDFP with no repopulation for 5 years required NOREP 
WFDFP with repopulation permitted WFREP 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

PEMMP completed PPC  
*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable 
to trace sold animals further 
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SCRAPIE STATUS CODE ‘CHEAT SHEET’ 
PART II 

 
Investigation Status Codes, Issue Reasons, Release Reasons 

 
PREMISES RELATED TO THE INVESTIGATION 

 
 
Possible INVEST Status Code ISSUE REASONS  
 
1.  TRB – Trace back of Positive animal 
 
2.  TRF – Trace forward of high risk/exposed animal 
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1.  TRB – Trace back of Positive animal 
 

*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable 
to trace sold animals further 
** may include dispersal sale if trace outs possible, land still in use 
***animal transited flock - did not lamb in flock and wasn’t born in flock 
 

INFECT  
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Positive Animal from on-farm surveillance TRB 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (CLOSE PLAN AND INFECT AT THIS TIME, 
OPEN PEMMP STATUS) 

FPC 

Infected flock subsequently determined to be a Source flock (CLOSE 
INFECT AND OPEN SOURCE STATUS) 

SOU 

or 
SOURCE 

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Positive Animal from on-farm surveillance TRB 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (CLOSE PLAN AND SOURCE AT THIS TIME, 
OPEN PEMMP STATUS) 

FPC 

or 

INVEST (can go directly to INFECT, SOURCE, or EXPOSE status if known) 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Positive Animal from on-farm surveillance TRB 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Infected animal traced to another flock from this flock, not flock of 
origin (enter flock to which traced and open INVEST for that flock) 

TRB 

All high risk animals tested, all negative  ESN 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

Unable to trace, not flock of origin and/or information provided is 
incorrect (Mandatory Remarks) 

UT 

Flock found to be infected** (MUST OPEN INFECT STATUS) INF 
Flock found to be source flock (MUST OPEN SOURCE STATUS) SOU 
Flock determined to be exposed flock*** (MUST OPEN EXPOSE 
STATUS) 

EXP 

Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 



 

5/4/2009 13

1.  TRB – Trace back of Positive animal 
 

EXPOSE 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Flock that retains high risk animals, no association with “V” strain GBPPHI 
Flock that retains high risk animals, presence of  “V” strain GBPPHV 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; All tissue necropsy 
tested, Scrapie NOT detected 

HRNND 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; Tissue from one or 
more animals NOT SUBMITTED for necropsy testing 
(Consult Regional Epi – leave EXPOSED open OR open INFECT 
status).  Open NONCOM status 

HRNNS 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died;  Tissues necropsy 
tested, one or more animals tested positive 

HRNTP 

 
 

PLAN (open when owner signs flock plan) 
Issue Reason – should be indicative of type of flock plan Issue Reason Code 
Standard genetics-based flock plan  GBFP 
Genetics-based flock plan with “136-V” strain association GBFPV 
Genetics-based flock plan with retention of some QQs (or other high 
risk animals)  

GBFPHI 

Whole flock depopulation WFDFP 
Exposure-based flock plan (9CFR plan) EBFP 
Flock dispersal (C&D required, investigate trace outs) DISP 
Pilot (Mandatory Remarks) PILOT 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 
New flock plan started (NEED TO OPEN NEW PLAN STATUS 
WITH APPROPRIATE PLAN IN IR) 

FPS 

 
PEMMP – replaces PEPLAN (open when owner signs PEMMP) 

Issue Reason – should reflect type of PEMMP Issue Reason Code 
Infected/Source flocks don’t retain high risk animals GBPP  
Infected/Source flocks that retain high risk animals, no association with 
“V” strain (close INFECT status and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ 
ISSUE RSN GBPPHI) 

GBPPHI  

Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals, presence of “V” 
strain (close INFECT status and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ ISSUE 
RSN GBPPHV) 

GBPPHV 

WFDFP with no repopulation for 5 years required NOREP 
WFDFP with repopulation permitted WFREP 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

PEMMP completed PPC  
*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable 
to trace sold animals further 
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2.  TRF – Trace forward of high risk/exposed animal 
 

 
 

INFECT (required for INVEST statuses w/ release reason ESIFP or METP) 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Exposed female animals necropsied or 3rd lid tested, infected  ESIFP 
Missing ewe investigation w/ positive results (if positive was born in 
flock then SOURCE status should be opened instead) 

METP 

Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed (close PLAN and INFECT STATUS at this time, 
open PEMMP) 

FPC 

Infected flock subsequently determined to be a Source flock (close 
INFECT and open SOURCE STATUS) 

SOU 

or 
SOURCE (required for INFECT release reason SOU) 

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Missing ewe investigation w/ positive results in animal born in flock METP 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 

or 

INVEST – should be opened when first receive report of trace animal 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Trace forward of high risk/required animals from infected flock  TRF  
Release Reason – these are arranged in a hierarchy – choose the 
first (topmost) release reason that applies if more than one apply 

Release Reason Code 

All exposed animals were necropsied (or third eyelid tested) and one or 
more was found to be positive; flock designated as infected (open 
INFECT status) 

ESIFP 

All exposed animals were necropsied (or third eyelid tested) and one or 
more was found to be positive; flock NOT infected 

POS 

Missing ewe investigation conducted with one or more animals found to 
be positive (open INFECT status) 

METP 

One or more high risk QQ ewes retained (and third eyelid negative) 
(open EXPOSE status with basic PEMMP) 

QQRES 

One or more less susceptible (QR) ewe retained that has been restricted 
by the DSE (open EXPOSE status with basic PEMMP) 

QRRES 

All exposed animals necropsied, all found negative with no high risk 
animals retained  

ESN 

All animals traced were RR or unrestricted QR sheep or some were 
necropsied and found negative and the rest were RR or unrestricted QR, 
or were males 

LO 

Missing ewe investigation conducted with negative results (open basic 
PEMMP) 

METN 

Exposed animal no longer in flock and did not lamb, or were missing 
males  

MDNL 

Unable to trace (Mandatory remarks) UT 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
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2.  TRF – Trace forward of high risk/exposed animal 
 

EXPOSE 
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Flock that retains high risk animals, no association with “V” strain GBPPHI 
Flock that retains high risk animals, presence of  “V” strain GBPPHV 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; All tissue necropsy 
tested, Scrapie NOT detected 

HRNND 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died; Tissue from one or 
more animals NOT SUBMITTED for necropsy testing 
(Consult Regional Epi – leave EXPOSED open OR open INFECT 
status).  Open NONCOM status 

HRNNS 

All high risk retained animals culled and/or died;  Tissues necropsy 
tested, one or more animals tested positive 

HRNTP 

 

PLAN (open when owner signs flock plan) 
Issue Reason – should be indicative of type of flock plan Issue Reason Code 
Standard genetics-based flock plan  GBFP 
Genetics-based flock plan with “136-V” strain association GBFPV 
Genetics-based flock plan with retention of some QQs (or other high 
risk animals)  

GBFPHI 

Whole flock depopulation WFDFP 
Exposure-based flock plan (9CFR plan) EBFP 
Flock dispersal (C&D still required) DISP 
Pilot (Mandatory Remarks) PILOT 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 
New flock plan started* (NEED TO OPEN NEW PLAN STATUS 
WITH APPROPRIATE PLAN IN ISSUE REASON) 

FPS 

*use this option if, during the course of conducting the initial flock plan you find information that results in the 
change inn the type of flock plan required (i.e. GBFP to GBFPV or GBFP to WFD, etc.) 
 

PEMMP – replaces PEPLAN (open when owner signs PEMMP) 
Issue Reason – should reflect type of PEMMP Issue Reason Code 
Infected/Source flocks don’t retain high risk animals GBPP  
Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals (close INFECT 
STATUS and open EXPOSE STATUSw/ ISSUE RSN GBPPHI) 

GBPPHI  

Infected/Source flocks that do retain high risk animals, presence of “V” 
strain (close INFECT STATUS and open EXPOSE STATUS w/ ISSUE 
RSN GBPPHV) 

GBPPHV 

WFDFP with no repopulation for 5 years required NOREP 
WFDFP with repopulation permitted WFREP 
Missing ewe investigation complete MEPP 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Premises sold (not currently used for sheep or goats), flock sold out, no 
records* 

PS 

PEMMP completed PPC  
*this is not the same as untraceable or a dispersal sale, premises has been sold and records are unavailable 
to trace sold animals further 
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SCRAPIE STATUS CODE ‘CHEAT SHEET’ 
PART III 

 
Investigation Status Codes, Issue Reasons, Release Reasons 

 
OPTIONAL STATUS CODES 

 
 
1.  HOLD 
 
2.  TEST 
 
3.  NOTIFY 
 
4.  NONCOM 
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The following are optional flock statuses that may be used 
locally for tracking/scheduling purposes, but are not 

required for use as part of the Scrapie Program. 
 
HOLD – use this if a quarantine or hold order has been placed on the 
entire flock on specified animals within the flock 
Issue Reason – should reflect the reason the specific hold was 
placed  

Issue Reason Code 

Whole flock  WFHLD 
High risk only HRHLD 
Animals designated for test, non-exposed only (Mandatory 
Remarks) 

ADTHLD 

Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan completed FPC 
Diagnostic sampling completed  DSC 
High risk animals removed HRR 
Other (Mandatory Remarks) OTH 
 
TEST – use to indicate tests pending within a flock or subset of animals 
Issue Reason – should reflect the nature of current tests 
pending (need 1, 2 and D (discrepancy resolution) suffix for 
genotypes, 1 and 2 for lids) 

Issue Reason Code 

Genotype testing as part of missing ewe investigation GMEI 
Eyelid testing as part of missing ewe investigation LMEI 
Necropsy testing as part of missing ewe investigation NMEI 
Genotype testing of clinical suspect GSA 
Eyelid testing of clinical suspect LSA 
Necropsy testing of clinical suspect NSA 
Genotype testing of exposed trace animal GTR 
Eyelid testing of exposed trace animal LTR 
Necropsy testing of exposed trace animal NTR 
Genotype testing as part of flock plan GFP 
Eyelid testing as part of flock plan LFP 
Necropsy testing as part of flock plan NFP 
Genotype testing for surveillance GSRV 
Eyelid testing for surveillance LSRV 
Necropsy testing for surveillance (If INF on two eyelid attempts) NSRV 
Genotype testing for research (Mandatory Remarks) GRES 
Eyelid testing for research (Mandatory Remarks) LRES 
Necropsy testing for research (Mandatory Remarks) NRES 
Genotype testing other (Mandatory Remarks) GOTH 
Eyelid testing other (Mandatory Remarks) LOTH 
Necropsy testing other (Mandatory Remarks) NOTH 
Genotype testing of rams (ewes?) for flock improvement GRAM 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Diagnostic Testing Complete DTC 
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Flocks for which owner does not have appropriate records to 
conduct trace out or trace back  
 

NOTIFY (release after 30 d or leave) 
Issue Reason Issue Reason Code 
Inadequate records IR 
Release Reason  Release Reason Code 
Expired status EX 
 

Flocks for which owner will not cooperate (reference UM&R 
or tutorial for further explanation) 
 

NONCOM 
Issue reason Issue reason code 
Owner declines to enter flock plan or PEMMP within 60 days of 
being designated 

NFP 

Owner not in compliance with flock plan or PEMMP NCP 
Owner of exposed flock fails to make animals available for 
testing within 60 days of notification 

NT 

Owner who fails to submit required postmortem samples as 
mutually agreed 

NN 

Owner or employee has misrepresented scrapie status of an 
animal* 

MS 

Owner or manager has moved animal in violation of 9CFR 54 
within last 5 years* 

MV 

Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Flock plan started or complied with FPS 
PEMMP started or complied with PPS  
Animals made available for necropsy NEC 
Tissues made available for testing TST 
Expired status EX 
 
*these issue reasons require a judge to have found the person in violation or have a signed 
consent agreement 
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SCRAPIE STATUS CODE ‘CHEAT SHEET’ 
PART IV 

 
Scrapie Flock Certification Program (SFCP) STATUS CODES 

Issue Reasons, Release Reasons 
 
 
1.  PEND 
 
2.  COMP 
 
3.  SELECT 
 
4.  CERT 
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Scrapie Flock Certification Program 

 
 

PEND (open when owner applies for enrollment) 
Issue Reason –  Issue Reason Code 
Application pending approval APP 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Accepted into program ACC 
Administratively closed ADM 
Dropped out of SFCP DO 
 
 

COMP/ SELECT (close PEND Status when open COMP or SELECT) 
Issue Reason –  Issue Reason Code 
Met requirements  MET 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Advanced to certified status (COMP flocks only) ADV 
Administratively closed ADM 
Dropped out of program DO 
Infected Flock INF 
Source Flock SOU 
 
 

CERT (close COMP/SELECT Status when open CERT) 
Issue Reason –  Issue Reason Code 
Met requirements MET 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Administratively closed ADM 
Purchased from lower status BLS 
Contact with lower status CLS 
Dropped out of program DO 
Infected Flock INF 
Source Flock SOU 
 



Appendix 1A 
Scrapie Flock Certification 
Program 
 
Cheat Sheets 
  



 1

 
Scrapie Flock Certification Program 

 
PEND  

Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
Application pending approval. Open when owner applies for 
enrollment. 

APP 

Release Reasons for PEND/APP Release Reason Code 
Accepted into program ACC 
Administratively closed ADM 
Owner voluntarily withdraws application  WDRAW 

SUSPEND  
Issue Reason  Issue Reason Code 
SFCP status suspended—Flock Under Investigation and/or in 
exposed status. (Close COMP, CERT, SELECT, EXPORT, or 
EXPCERT status with release reason of FUI. Open INVEST 
and/or EXPOSE status with appropriate issue reason code.) 

FUI* 

SFCP status suspended—Pending downgrade due to 
compliance irregularities. Not Meeting Standards. (Close 
COMP, CERT, SELECT, EXPORT, or EXPCERT status with 
release reason of NMS.) 

NMS** 

Release Reasons for SUSPEND 1 Release Reason Code 
Reinstated with same date. (Enter new COMP, CERT, 
SELECT, EXPORT, or EXPCERT status with issue reason of 
MET) 

REIN 

Downgraded to lower status and/or status date. (Enter 
COMP or EXPORT status with new status date.) 

DOWN 

 Infected flock. (Close COMP, CERT, SELECT, EXPORT, or 
EXPCERT status with release reason of INF or SOU. Open 
INFECT status.) 2 

 INF  

Source flock. (Close COMP, CERT, SELECT, EXPORT, or 
EXPCERT status with release reason of INF or SOU. Open 
SOURCE status.) 2 

SOU 

Removed  from program 3 REMOVE 

 
* For issue reason of FUI, if high-risk animal did not lamb in flock, or positive animal did not 
lamb or was not born in the flock, the former status is reinstated without a change in status date. 
If a missing ewe investigation was conducted and animals designated for test were negative, the 
status date is changed to the date high-risk animal left the flock unless the suspended status date 
is more recent.  In addition, for suspended Certified or Export Certified statuses, the status 
should be downgraded to COMP or EXPORT if the resulting status date is less than 5 or 7 years 
old respectively. 
 
** For issue reason of NMS, status could either be reinstated or downgraded, depending upon 
the nature of the compliance irregularities and a determination by the State’s Scrapie Board.  
 



 2

 
COMP/ SELECT/EXPORT (close PEND Status and open COMP,  

SELECT, or EXPORT) 
Issue Reason –  Issue Reason Code 
Met requirements  MET 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Advanced to certified status (COMP and EXPORT flocks only) ADV 
Converted from non-export category to export category or from 
export category to non-export category.  (Open applicable status 
with issue reason of MET.) 4 

CONV 

Administratively closed ADM 
Owner voluntarily withdraws from SFCP WDRAW 
SFCP status suspended— 
Flock Under Investigation and/or in exposed status. (Open 
SUSPEND/FUI and INVEST and/or EXPOSE status). 

FUI 

SFCP status suspended—pending downgrade due to compliance 
irregularities. Not Meeting Standards. (Open SUSPEND/NMS 
status.) 

NMS 

Infected flock.  (Open INFECT status) INF 
Source flock.  (Open SOURCE status) SOU 
 
CERT or EXPCERT (close COMP, SELECT, or EXPORT status and 

open CERT or EXPCERT) 
Issue Reason –  Issue Reason Code 
Met requirements MET 
Release Reason Release Reason Code 
Converted from non-export category to export category or from 
export category to non-export category.  (Open new status with 
issue reason of MET. 4   Leave CERT status open until flock 
reaches EXPCERT status.) 

CONV 

Administratively closed ADM 
Owner voluntarily withdraws from the SFCP WDRAW 
Purchased from lower status BLS 
Contact with lower status CLS 
SFCP status suspended— 
Flock Under Investigation and/or in exposed status. (Open 
SUSPEND/FUI and INVEST and/or EXPOSE status). 

FUI 

SFCP status suspended – pending downgrade due to 
compliance irregularities. Not Meeting Standards. (Open 
SUSPEND/NMS status.) 

NMS 

Infected flock.  (Open INFECT status) INF 
Source flock. (Open SOURCE status) SOU 
 
1) When SUSPEND is closed with REIN or DOWN release reason code, the enrollment 

date for the flock should stay the same; only the status date (forward date) may change.  
 
2) SUSPEND/FUI status can be bypassed if, at the onset of the investigation, infected or 

source status is designated.  
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3) If an animal that is designated for test dies in an enrolled or certified flock without 
testing or is not made available for testing as required, the flock is removed from the 
program.  

 
4) For flocks that convert into the Export Monitored category before October 1, 2009, the 

status date is the flock’s current status date or a five year old status date, whichever is 
more recent.  After October 1, 2009 the status date will be the date of conversion from 
Complete Monitored or Certified Status to Export Monitored status 
(COMP/MET/CONV or CERT/MET/CONV); the enrollment date remains the same as 
before the conversion. 

 
Tracking Dates 

 
a) Enrollment date—does not change unless a flock is removed from the program and then 

reapplies  
b) Status date of Complete or Export Monitored flock—changes when animals are acquired 

from non-enrolled flock or flock of lower status 
c) Status date for flocks converting to Export Monitored category 

i) Conversion before October 1, 2009: 
(1) Complete Monitored flocks—status date does not change 
(2) Certified flocks—status date is a five year status date 

Example:  
 Enrollment date for flock was April 1, 1995. 
 Purchase ewes from lower status flock on May 22, 1996—status date 

changed to this date. 
 No other purchases. Certified on August 22, 2002 
 Converted to Export Monitored category on July 15, 2007. Status date would 

be July 15, 2002. 
ii) Conversion after October 1, 2009: 

(1) Status date is the date of conversion from Complete Monitored or Certified status 
to Export Monitored 

d) In order to advance from Export Monitored to Export Certified the status date must be 
more than 7 years.  

  Using the example above, the flock could be eligible for Export Certified 
status anytime after July 15, 2009, if the flock has met all the requirements 
for the Export Certified category.  
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Application 
for SFCP 

APHIS-VS Office 
 Premises Record 
 Prem_Supplemental Record 

(Flock ID or Tag ID in User 
Field 1) 

 App Pending (PEND) status 
 Insp Req (INSP) status 

Application to State Scrapie Board 
 Review w/i 60 days 
 Approve Application 

Producer Orders Tags 
 from tag man web 

page 
 unless sheep 

already  tattooed  

Application Approved 
 Enrollment Date = Status Date 
 Tag/Flock ID User Field 1 assigned by 

VS Office becomes SFCP Flock ID 

 Flock Enrolled (COMP/SELECT) 
 SFCP Flock ID in Prem_Supp 

User Field 1 

Annual Inspections (11-13 mo.) 
(based on enrollment date) 

Meets? 

No Yes

 No Scrapie 
 Not Source Flock 
 Acquisitions or 

commingle only with 
equal status or CERT 

Status date changed to: 
 date brought into compliance, or 
 From non-participant flocks, 

Status date = date animals 
acquired or commingled 

 From enrolled flocks, Status date 
= most recent status date 

Scrapie 
Found 

Meet requirements 5 Years 
 Apply for CERT status (COMP 

status only, not SELECT 
 CERT when approved by 

Scrapie Board (not automatic) 

Remove from SFCP 

Continue 
Next Page 

 Open COMP/SELECT status 
 Close PEND status 

Inspection Conducted 
 (Inventory & ID) 

Go to Epi Investigation 
(Flow Chart III) 

If determine that enrolled 
flock is EXPOSED: 

 Submit tissue from all 
animals ≥ 18 months  
of age once they die 
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CERT Flock 
Enrolled (COMP) Flock meet 

requirements 5 Years 

Acquire Non-
CERT ♀ 

Acquire 
Exposed ♂  

Acquire CERT 
♀ Animal or 

unexposed ♂ - 
OK 

Lose CERT status 
 Enrolled (COMP) status 
 Status date changes:  
 From non-participant 

flocks, Status date = date 
acquired or commingled 

 From enrolled flocks, 
Status date = most recent 
status date 

Lose CERT status 
 Enrolled (COMP) status 
 Status date changes: 
 From non-participant 

flocks, Status date = date 
of acquisition 

 From enrolled flocks, 
Status date = most recent 
status date 

SELECT Flock 
(slaughter lamb producers) 

 

Acquire 
INFECT or 
SOURCE 
animals 

Designated as 
INFECT or 

SOURCE flock 

Acquire 
Enrolled Flock 
Animals - OK 

Exposed Flock Remove from SFCP 
(Regulatory 
Program) 

Enrolled Flock (COMP/CERT) Requirements 
 Immediately report Scrapie suspects 
 Collect and submit proper tissues for DX 
 ID animals ≥ 1 Year 
 Maintain Records 5 years after die or moved 
 Notify about acquisitions that lower status within 

30 days 
 Notify about all other acquisitions at time of 

annual inspection 
 Male acquisitions: 

o OK if proper ID and on inventory, and  
o NOT Scrapie (+), suspects, exposed, 

high-risk, or resided in SOURCE, 
INFECT, EXPOSED, TRACE Flocks 

 Female acquisitions: 
o Must be from same status date or 

higher or status date will change 
 May not use germ plasm from Scrapie + 

animals 
 May use semen from lower status animals 
 May use embryos if status date of source flock 

≥ status date of receiving flock  

SELECT Requirements 
 ID and list all Males ≥ 1 year on inventory 
 Maintain Records on Males ≥ 1 year 
 Annual Inspections (11-13 mo.) 
 Routine Monitoring 

o tissues submitted from animals 
necropsy ≥ 4 years, and 

o If ≤ 1000 females, 1 animal/year, or 1 
per 1000 females in flock 

 Pre-Slaughter Inspection 
 Immediately report Scrapie suspects 

Go to Epi Investigation 
(Flow Chart III) 

Submit tissue from 
all animals ≥ 18 
months of age 
once they die 



Appendix 2B 
Regulatory Program – 
Investigation of Clinical Suspects 
 
Process Flow 
  



FLOWCHART II - Regulatory Program – Investigation of Clinical Suspects (possible Sx of Scrapie) Process Flow UM&R VII C & D 

Page 1 of 2 
 10/8/04 Post Scrapie Mtg Review 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clinical Suspect Reported

AVIC notifies State Vet (vice versa)

State may restrict movement 
of suspect animal (hold 
order) at any time 

DSE or VMO contacts producer
 Schedule premises visit 
 Provide Scrapie education 

DSE or VMO conducts premises 
visit to examine suspect animal 

Does the animal exhibit possible 
signs of Scrapie? 

YESNO 

Scrapie Suspect

Will owner consent to necropsy?

YESNO

Tissue to Lab 

Is test Scrapie Positive?

YESNO 

STOP 

 
STOP 

Suspect Animal 
 Testing 

Required 

Is animal alive? 

YES NO 

Necropsy 

Tissue to Lab 

Is test Scrapie Positive? 

YES NO 

 
STOP 

 Observe 

 Reinspect at least  
once every 4 weeks  

Continued on next page 

Go to Epi Investigation 
(Flow Chart III) 

Owner allow 3rd Eyelid test? 

State WILL restrict movement of 
suspect animal (hold order) 

VMO preps to submit samples 
 Form 5-29 (genotype) 
 Form 10-4 (DX) 

Go to Epi Investigation 
(Flow Chart III) 

Indemnity paid if VS believes 
animal is a suspect 
 Unless owner refuses 

necropsy and animal dies 

YESNO

Non Compliant Flock
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 3rd Eyelid Test 
 Genotyping Test 

Tissue to Lab

Is 3rd Eyelid test Positive?

YESNO

Was test result confirmed by NVSL 

YESNO

Go to Epi Investigation 
(Flow Chart III) 

Necropsy

Test Positive?

YESNO

STOP 

Animal still alive? 

 Observe 

 Reinspect (minimum of 
every 4 weeks or more 
often if needed)  

Animal showing 
clinical signs? 

NO 

 
STOP 

Unofficial Test 
“presumptive” 

Official Test 
“confirmed” 

YES 

NO – Animal DiesYES 

Go to Epi Investigation 
(Flow Chart III) 
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Confirmed Scrapie (+) reported by NVSL 
(necropsy or 3rd Eyelid) 

DSE/VMO investigates Positive animal: 
 Trace to SOURCE flock (where born) 
 Trace to other INFECT flock (where lambed) 

DSE/VMO conducts Epi Investigation 
Premises visit within 7 days 

Designate as 
INFECT flock 

YES

NO 

 NVSL reports (+) to Area 
 NVSL genotypes individual (blood) 
 AVIC notifies State 

 Confirm ID of positive animal 
 Owner notified & provided Scrapie info 
 Flock inspected & inventory & animals 

officially identified 
 State HOLD order to restrict movement 
 
*If DSE believes that further testing is 
needed to designate the flock, consult with 
Regional Epidemiologist  

Was Positive animal 
born in flock? 

Is there any possibility that ewe 
could have lambed in the flock? 

YES NO 

 
STOP 

Designate as 
SOURCE flock 

Continue Next 
Page 

Continue Next 
Page 

NOTE: If the flock meets the 
definition as both INFECT and 
SOURCE flock, then designate 
as SOURCE flock
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What age was 
animal DX as Pos? 

> 72 mo< 72 mo 

TRACE to birth 
(SOURCE) flock 

Is birth flock in same 
VS area? 

NO YES

Notify AVIC in Area 

Designate birth flock 
as SOURCE flock 
and initiate new 
investigation of 
SOURCE flock 

INFECT Flock 
(continued) 

SOURCE Flock 
(continued) 

Is the Positive animal a ♀ ≥ 
12 month of age? 

Has Positive animal resided 
in the flock its entire life? 

Did the ewe lamb or could have 
lambed in another flock(s)? 

YESNO

Other Flock(s) INFECTED 
Initiate new investigation of 
other INFECTED flock(s) 

NO YES

YES NO

Continue Index Flock 
Investigation 

Designate birth flock 
as SOURCE flock 
and initiate new 
investigation of 
SOURCE flock 

TRACE to other flock(s) 
where animal has 

resided 
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Index Flock Investigation 
(continued) 

Determine date of Infection: 
 INFECTED flocks = date of acquisition of Positive animal 
 SOURCE flocks = date of birth of Positive animal (if birth date cannot be 

determined, 5 years prior to the date of diagnosis should be used) 

Determine: 
 Which animals where born on the premises after the infection date 
 Which other animals resided on the premises while a positive female 

animal resided on the premises 

Do any of the animals identified above 
no longer reside on the premises? 

NO YES These animals must be 
TRACED to their final disposition 

Go to Investigation of Flock 
Receiving High-Risk Animal 

(FLOW CHART IV) 

Discuss and Select Flock Plan based on 
the flock situation and owner preference 

Does the owner want to keep these 
animals? 

NO YES

Genetic based Flock Plan 
(unless owner insists on 9 CFR plan) 

Discuss Whole Flock Depopulation with 
Regional Epidemiologist and determine: 
 Is depopulation in the interest of the 

government?, and 
 Are there adequate funds available? 

YES – Request/receive approval and 
depopulate SEXUALLY INTACT sheep 

Get Approval from NCAHP (Scrapie 
Program Assistant) to Genotype sheep 

NO

Continue
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Genotype sheep 
(sexually intact only) 

DSE analyzes all available information (genotype, exposure history, 
and other information to categorize risk for each exposed animal 

Genotype ResultsClinical 
Suspect 

Not in 
Flock 

Low-Risk 
Exposed 

AARR VVQQ 
AVQQ 
AAQQ 
Goat 

AVQR AAQR 

Genetically 
Resistant 

Exposed sheep 

Confirm genotype 
at 2nd lab - then 

can move 
unrestricted 

Remove 
Indemnify 

Test 

Considered genetically 
susceptible exposed 
(high risk) until traced 
& genotyped 

TRACE to current flock 
within 45 days 

Does DSE want to 
restrict genetically 
less-susceptible 
exposed ewes? 

(QR ewes) 

Genetically 
Susceptible 

Exposed sheep 

Genetically Less 
Susceptible 

Exposed sheep 

Confirm genotype 
at 2nd lab - EID 
then can move 

unrestricted 

All positives 
AV or VV?

 
STOP 

HIGH-RISK 
Animal 

NOYES

YES

YES

NO 

Consult with: 
 AVIC 
 State Vet 
 Reg Epi 
 Natl  Epi 
 

Receive 
Approval? 

 Remove, Indemnify, & Test, OR 
 Restrict & Test (3rd eyelid) 

Is Flock Plan completed w/I 60 days 
and complied with? 

NO YESNon-Compliant Flock 

Close Status 
(PLAN, INVEST, SOURCE, 

INFECT) 
 

PEMMP (PEPLAN) 
Required 

EXPOSED Flock 
(If retain any restricted 

animals) 
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Regulatory Program – 
Investigation of a Flock that 
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Process Flow 
  



FLOWCHART IV - Reg Program - Investigation of Flock Receiving a High-Risk/Exposed Animal (as defined by CFR) Process Flow UM&R VII F 

Page 1 of 3 
10/8/04 Post Scrapie Mtg Review 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRACE determines High-Risk animal 
received into flock 

Investigation of receiving flock needed

APHIS and/or State 
notify each other 

DSE or VMO contacts producer

 High-risk animals restricted by 
State 

 State may also restrict entire 
flock or other animals required 
for test  

 Premises visit scheduled within 
7 days 

 Info provide to owner about 
Scrapie 

 Owner report immediately if 
animal dies or danger of dying 

DSE or VMO conducts premises 
visit (investigation)  

Verify high-risk received 

Exposed Flock

NO Can animal be positively identified?

YES

 
STOP 

Does owner want to retain ewe?

YESNO

Verify High-Risk animal received? 
(unknown genotype or QQ) 

YESNO

Go to  
Exposed Ewe Missing 

Flowchart (page 3) 

Necropsy (IHC) & Indemnify ID & Genotype & Categorize

Exposed ♂ animal(s) received: 
 No effect on flock status 
 No PEMMP required 
 Investigation closed when 

verified only ♂ received and 
animal is officially IDed and 
genotyped 

 Genetically susceptible (QQ) 
♂ restricted to move by permit 
only or owner may request 
indemnity and destruction 

DSE initiates trace 
based on 
epidemiologic report 
showing exposed 
animals moved to 
another flock  
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Necropsy (IHC) & Indemnify ID & Genotype & Categorize 

genetically 
resistant exposed 

ewe (RR) –
confirm result at 

second lab

genetically 
less-susceptible 

exposed ewe (QR) –
confirm result at 

second lab, EID ewe 

genetically 
susceptible exposed 

ewe (QQ) – EID if kept 
(recommend necropsy) 

Is there any possibility that ewe 
could have lambed in flock? 

NO YES 

POS NEG POS NEG 

INFECTED flock 

 
STOP 

 
STOP 

STOP 

3rd eyelid test 
(at > 14 mo.) PEMMP only if 

ewe restricted 

POS NEG 
(or insufficient) 

Basic 
PEMMP 

Is there any possibility that ewe 
could have lambed in flock? 

YESNO

Full PEMMP
No 

PEMMP 
No 

PEMMP 

 Animals restricted until 
14 mo. of age 

 When > 14 mo. of age 
must be 3rd eyelid tested 
prior to movement off 
premises. Includes all 
QQ born same or 
subsequent lambing 
season that exposed 
ewe lambed 

 Necropsy all such QQ 
culled or found dead > 
14 mo. of age

5 years all test NEG Any test POS

Release 
PEMMP 

Animals not made 
available for testing Non-Compliant Flock

Owner may elect necropsy 
at any point. If the animal is 
negative flock will be 
released from PEMMP. 

Go to Epi Investigation 
(Flow Chart III) 

 
To continue investigation 

of this flock 
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Exposed Ewe Missing or 
Can’t Positively Identify 

Can you verify that ewe 
did not lamb and is not in 

flock? 

YES 

NO 

Release EXPOSED 
status 

ID and genotype (after consulting with Reg Epi): 
 all sheep born in flock during the same or 

subsequent lambing season as missing ewe  
 any ewe that may be the “missing” ewe 

3rd eyelid test all QQ 
> 14 mo. 

POS 
NEG or Insufficient 

DSE (in consultation with regional epi) 
determines more testing needed? 

YES 

NO

Basic PEMMP including a list of animals required for 
additional testing (NSF or QQ ewes to young to test). 
Additional testing: 
 3rd eyelid test “too young to test” when > 14 mo. 
 3rd eyelid test must be neg. before sale except to 

slaughter 
 Necropsy all listed animals culled or found dead 

> 14 mo. of age or of any age that have lambed 

Necropsy these QQ or in rare cases all QQ ewes 
when indicated by the potential exposure and 

approved by regional epidemiologist. 

NEG

Release EXPOSED status 
Basic PEMMP 

Infected 
Flock 

YES NO

Infected 
Flock

Release EXPOSED status 
continue Basic PEMMP Animals not made 

available for testing 

Non-Compliant Flock 

Does risk or other factors justify necropsy in this flock? 
Do regional epidemiologist and owner agree with your assessment? 

NO YES

Are all tests NEG for 5 yrs?

YESNO 

Release PEMMP status 

POS

NSF 
 (Non-sufficient 

follicles) 

 Submit for necropsy animals with insufficient 3rd eyelid test result 
 May send to slaughter without testing (if < 14 mo.) 

Are all animal identified 
for testing negative? 

Go to Epi 
Investigation 

(Flow Chart III) 
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Regulatory Program – Necropsy 
  
Process Flow 
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Laboratory Positive Scrapie (other than from Clinical suspects) from: 
1. Necropsy (dead on farm)  2. RSSS routine surveillance at slaughter  3. Slaughter suspects (RSSS/FSIS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NO

1. Necropsy (Dead on Farm) 

Submit tissues and 10-4 to Lab 

Tissue to Lab 

Is test Scrapie Positive? 

YES NO 

 
STOP 

Epidemiology Investigation 
Go to Flow Chart III 

2. RSSS Routine Surveillance 

RSSS Submission Form

Tissue to Lab 

Is test Scrapie Positive? 

YES 

STOP 
TRACE to flock of origin

OTLS 

3. Scrapie Slaughter 
Suspects (RSSS/FSIS) 

Tissue to Lab

Is test Scrapie Positive?

YESNO

 
STOP 

Submit tissues and 10-4 to Lab

Submit 10-4 via OTLS or mail

Epidemiology Investigation 
Go to Flow Chart III 

Epidemiology Investigation 
Go to Flow Chart III 

TRACE to flock of origin
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