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Interstate travel of animals is
regulated by the “destination”
state in the U.S.

Renewal is a 2-step process
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either an online application or
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be processed.

Your feedback is important to us.
Please reply to the email you received
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suggestions or if you no longer wish to
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Avoiding Delays in the Endorsement of an International

Health Certificate for Companion Animals
By Caitlin Comparetta, DVM, Assistant Service Center Director, NIES Service Center 1

In our continued effort to provide you and your clients with quick and
efficient endorsement of health certificates for companion animals,

please see the “

on the APHIS Veterinary Services Endorsement Offices section

of the USDA APHIS Pet Travel Website (

). This document explains what documentation must
be included in the endorsement submission to one of our offices.
Failure to provide any of this documentation may result in a delay in
endorsement. Please note that USPS Priority and Express mail packages
are picked up every weekday morning, so health certificates being
returned via USPS will not be picked up by USPS until the following

business day.

Another common reason for an endorsement delay is discrepancies

USDA Confirms New World Screwworm
By Koren Moore Custer, DVM, MPH, Assistant Director, New
England

s In early October 2016, the
USDA APHIS confirmed
B the presence of New
World screwworm
(Cochliomyia hominivorax)
J in Key deer from the
National Key Deer Refuge
in Big Pine Key, Florida. This is the first time in over
thirty years that a localized infestation of this
organism has been identified in the United States.
Both federal and state animal health and wildlife
officials are working diligently to address this issue.

The New World screwworm infestation in FL
emphasizes the daily importance of your skill and
training as a private practitioner in reporting
unusual findings. The potential for this organism to
spread through internationally imported pets is
always present. Also important to note is the
potential for the spread of this infestation through
equine movements, in addition to livestock
transportation.

A real life example is a vigilant Massachusetts small
animal veterinarian who in 2007 identified unusual
looking larvae in a one year old Labrador Retriever,
imported that same day from Singapore, which
presented with two wounds. One wound was
located near the base of the tail and was infested
with larvae, and a second smaller wound on the
hock which was not infested and did not contain
larvae. The samples of maggots forwarded to

National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL)
through the USDA, APHIS, VS, and the
Massachusetts State Veterinarian, Dr. Lorraine
O’Connor were identified as Old World screwworm
(Chrysomya bezziana). While this Old Worm
species of screwworm is different from the New
World species just reported in Florida, both are a
threat to American animals and humans and could
survive and become established in some parts of
the US. This veterinarian was recognized by
Veterinary Services for their vigilance and prompt,
proper reporting of an unusual disease situation.
Screwworm myiasis can occur in any open wound,
and can affect any warm-blooded animal. The key
feature of this fly is that its larvae feed on living
tissue; untreated infestations can prove fatal. For
additional information on this organism, please
view the Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services website
If you suspect that this organism is infesting your
patient, please call either your
or your

do not submit samples

on your own!

between the information on the health certificate and the supporting
documentation. An example of this is the lot/serial number of the
rabies vaccine, as with the EU health certificate for dogs, cats, or

ferrets. To avoid this problem, verify that the rabies vaccine

information on the health certificate is the same as the information on
the rabies vaccine certificate given to the client. The EU also requires

that the rabies brand name and manufacturer name be recorded on the

health certificate.

We also want to make you aware that while the UK, Ireland, Finland
and Norway allow a dog’s Echinococcus multilocularis treatment to be
administered after endorsement, you cannot sign a post-dated Echino-
coccus multilocularis treatment (N.B., Malta requires the treatment to
be completed on or before the date of issuance of the health). If the
medication cannot be administered prior to your issuance of the health

certificate, you may enter the identification of the dog and name and

manufacturer of the product but do not sign your name and date the

treatment until the medication has been administered (see Example).

Transponder or

Anti-echinococcus

treatment

Administering veterinarian

Example of pre-entered

tattoo number of the

information for a dog
receiving treatment after

Name and
dog Date [dd/mm/yyyy] and ‘ . : £
manufacturer of the time of treatment [00:00] Name in capitals, stamp and signature
product
123456789123456 | Bayer Drontal Plus

endorsement.



http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_coordinator.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home/?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_vet_accreditation/ct_upcoming_conf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/archiveddistrict1av_newsletters.pdf
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Animal-Industry/Consumer-Resources/Reportable-Animal-Diseases/New-World-Screwworm
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/sprs_contact/field_office_contact_info.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/sprs_contact/field_office_contact_info.pdf
http://www.usaha.org/Portals/6/StateAnimalHealthOfficials.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/importexport?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_import_into_us/sa_entry_requirements/ct_us%2Bstate_and_territory_animal_import_regulations
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/importexport?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_import_into_us/sa_entry_requirements/ct_us%2Bstate_and_territory_animal_import_regulations
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/nvap/ct_renewal
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/nvap/ct_renewal
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/vs1-36a.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/sc1-pet-handout.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/sc1-pet-handout.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pet-travel
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pet-travel
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What is AgDiscovery?

Do you know a middle school or high school student (ages 12-17)
looking for:

a unique summer internship with
an opportunity to live and study on a

P, [ 11 e?w
\¥ \éﬁfé /" college campus

‘ a high school student looking to

COMINGSOON &

bttt improve their resume for college
AGD SCO_V RY 2017 | , parent looking for learning
Check back in January for . .
2017 program information opportunities for their teen
. Look no further... the USDA offers your
student, your teenager, an opportunity
of a lifetime. Complete information for
the 2017 program will be available in
. January 2017.
: AgDiscovery is a FREE outreach
program to help students explore
careers in animal science, veterinary
medicine, agribusiness, plant pathology, and much more. This 2-4 week
program allows participants to live on a college campus and learn about
agricultural science from university professors, practicing veterinarians,

industry representatives, and professionals working for the U.S.
government. Students who participate in AgDiscovery will gain
experience through hands-on labs, workshops, field trips, and other
group and team building activities.

A total of 22 universities are participating in the 2017 Program. You do
not have to live in the state you are applying to. In our District alone,
the following universities are participating in the 2017 Program, along
with universities as far away as the University of Hawaii and the
University of the Virgin Islands.

= Delaware State University

= North Carolina State University

= University of Maryland at College Park
= University of Maryland Eastern Shore
= Virginia State University

Applications must be postmarked by 1 Mar 2017.

COST: AgDiscovery is FREE. Students will pay only the cost of their
transportation to get from their home to the college campus for the
start of the session and back again at the end of the session. The cost of
tuition, room and board, and lab supplies for the program is covered by
various programs within APHIS.

Electronic Certificates of
Veterinary Inspection and

Coggins Forms for Free!

By Scott Squires, DVM, Assistant Service
Center Director, NIES Service Center 2
USDA APHIS VS through its
Veterinary Services Process
Streamlining (VSPS) system has
available to all accredited
veterinarians, animal health
technicians, NVSL- approved labs
and state animal health officials a
means to create electronic
certificates of veterinary inspection
(e-CVI) for interstate movement and
electronic Equine Infectious Anemia
(EIA) test records (e-Coggins /VS
form 10-11). The service is free to
all users so the price is right. System
access does require the user to have
level 2 E-authentication. This is a
relatively painless 2 step process.
For the first step go to

and follow
the instructions. The second step
requires a visit to a Local Registra-
tion Authority (LRA) usually located
in a local USDA office. To locate an
LRA go to

Once Level 2 E-authentication is
obtained accredited veterinarians
will have the ability to issue e-CVIs
and e-Coggins.

So why go through all this? Did |
mention it is free? It certainly can
save time. Once an animal or client
has been added to you profile it can

be accessed quickly and that
information will populate the CVI or
Coggins forms when selected. | have
reviewed many handwritten Coggins
forms and health certificates over
the years including some of my own
and let’s face it penmanship is not a
veterinarians strong suit. This
system produces high quality paper
copies that are legible. Well, all of it
except the signature. On the
Coggins forms, pictures of the hors-
es can be up-loaded and are printed
on the VS from 10-11. Most horse
owners like the pictures on the
form.

The system is available for species
other than horses but it is limited to
large animals. It cannot be used for
pets. Itis relatively easy to navigate
even for a technology-challenged
veterinarian like myself. Thereis a
user guide and videos available for
both e-CVIs and e-Coggins on our
website or follow the link.

Contagious Equine Metritis
(CEM)

By Lewis Dodds, DVM, Veterinary
Medical Officer, NC/WV

Contagious Equine Metritis
(CEM) is a sexually transmitted
disease of huge concern to the
equine industry. It’'s caused by
the organism Taylorella
equigenitalis, is highly
contagious and can be difficult
to detect, but does not affect
humans, or other livestock. CEM
is an OIE Listed disease and
every year thousands of horses
entering the US must be
quarantined and tested.
Isolation and quarantine for CEM
purposes occurs in pre-approved
and inspected facilities. The
facilities may be managed by
USDA, the state, a university or a
private enterprise.

Imported stallions and mares,
greater than 731 days of age,
from CEM affected countries,
must be quarantined and tested
before release, although some
exceptions do exist. For mares,
testing includes: a CF test and
three sets of swabs from the
clitoral fossa and sinuses, a
minimum of three days apart
over a 12 day period. The third
set should also include a swab
from the distal cervix or
endometrium of non-pregnant
mares. Mares are then treated
for five days. For stallions: a pre
-breeding set of swabs from the
prepuce, urethral sinus, fossa

glandis and distal urethra and
following negative cultures, the
stallion is bred to two
pre-qualified test mares, then
treated for five days. Test mares
are also tested with three sets of
swabs, starting three days post
breeding, and a CF test is
performed at day 21-28 post
breeding. If positive, mares or
stallions repeat the culture
protocol and procedures starting
21 days after the last treatment
(+/- systemic antibiotics).

Horses remain under State or
Federal supervision until testing
requirements have been met.
States may impose additional
requirements above the Federal
Standards, so always check with
the State Animal Health Official
for the state of import. All tests
and cultures must be submitted
to NVSL or an APHIS approved
laboratory. Horses are released
from quarantine following
negative cultures, CF results and
completion of treatment.

Veterinarians must be certified
to perform CEM work. For more
information visit

or contact your local USDA
APHIS VS field office.


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/civilrights/sa_agdiscovery_program/ct_agdiscovery_program
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/civilrights/sa_agdiscovery_program/ct_agdiscovery_program
https://identitymanager.eems.usda.gov/registration/index.aspx
https://identitymanager.eems.usda.gov/registration/index.aspx
https://identitymanager.eems.usda.gov/registration/index.aspx
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/nvap/ct_elec_cert
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/nvap/ct_elec_cert
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/nvap/ct_elec_cert
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/nvap/ct_elec_cert
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/sprs_contact/field_office_contact_info.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/sprs_contact/field_office_contact_info.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/sprs_contact/field_office_contact_info.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/sprs_contact/field_office_contact_info.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/sprs_contact/field_office_contact_info.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/downloads/sprs_contact/field_office_contact_info.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/horse-disease-information/sa_hot_issues/ct_contagious_equine_metritis
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/horse-disease-information/sa_hot_issues/ct_contagious_equine_metritis
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/horse-disease-information/sa_hot_issues/ct_contagious_equine_metritis
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/horse-disease-information/sa_hot_issues/ct_contagious_equine_metritis
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/horse-disease-information/sa_hot_issues/ct_contagious_equine_metritis
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/horse-disease-information/sa_hot_issues/ct_contagious_equine_metritis
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/horse-disease-information/sa_hot_issues/ct_contagious_equine_metritis
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NVAP presence at upcoming
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New England Veterinary Conference

Modules 4,9 & 12
September 16, 2016
Portland, ME

Massachusetts Veterinary Medical
Association

Module 9

October 15, 2016

Falmouth, MA

See upcoming NVAP presence at
conferences Nationwide here

You can now access past issues of
D1 newsletters on our website!

Newsletters

Tips Corner

¢ Accreditation Status Lookup
A new link/service has been
added to the National
Veterinarian Accreditation
Program (NVAP) website that
allows you, as an accredited
veterinarian to check on the
status of your accreditation.
Click here to check your status.

© You are eligible to submit your
accreditation renewal ONLY
within the six (6) months prior to
your Accreditation Renewal Date
(ARD) Do NOT submit any

renewal materials any earlier than

six (6) months before your ARD.

Expired Status — Renewal

Salmonella Education for Poultry Flock

Owners
By Chrislyn Wood, DVM,
Veterinary Medical Officer/Poultry Specialist, District 1

Have a backyard flock?
Don’t wing it.

LEARN HOW TO

Handle birds

safely. k

Safely clean

FIND OUT WHY

) Handwashing protects
you from
germs.

People owning backyard poultry for fresh eggs and
as a hobby continues to be on the rise. It is
important to educate poultry owners about the
disease risks associated with handling birds,
especially Salmonella.

This year, between January 4 to May 11, 2016, the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), several states,
and USDA APHIS, have investigated 7 multistate
outbreaks of human Salmonella infections linked to
contact with live backyard flock poultry. 324
infected people were reported with the Salmonella
outbreak strains from 35 states around the U.S. 66
were hospitalized with severe diarrhea, vomiting,
fever and abdominal cramps. 27% of the cases
were in children under the age of 5. http://
www.cdc.gov/salmonella/live-poultry-05-16/
index.html

May 2016, your new renewal date will be 10 May 2019

Chickens, ducks, turkeys, quail, and geese
commonly carry Salmonella and appear healthy.
Some people may not realize that cute baby chicks
and young poultry can also be carriers of the
bacteria as well. Basic practices such as proper
hand washing, not keeping poultry inside the
house, and supervising children around poultry are
very important.

Here are a few tips to educate poultry owners
against the risk of Salmonella http://www.cdc.gov/
Features/SalmonellaBabyBirds/

e  Always wash hands thoroughly with soap and
water after touching poultry or anything in the
area where they live and roam. Use hand
sanitizer if soap and water are not readily
available.

e Clean equipment and materials associated with
raising live poultry outside the house
(ex: cages, feeders, waterers).

e  Give live poultry their own space to live,
outside of your home.

e Children younger than 5 years old, older adults,
or people with weak immune systems should
not handle or touch chicks, ducklings, or other
live poultry.

e Don't snuggle or kiss the birds, touch your
mouth, or eat or drink around poultry.

e Don't let poultry inside the house, or especially
in areas where food or drink is prepared or
served, such as kitchens or outdoor patios.

e Don’t eat or drink in the area where the birds
live or roam.

These recommendations go along well with the
biosecurity recommendations to prevent your
poultry from getting sick as well. https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/
animal-disease-information/avian-influenza-
disease/birdbiosecurity

16
Date Change Septembe” i.o . 93«
. wo T W 2
Effective March 2016, a new st

process was implemented for the
reinstatement of expired
Accredited Veterinarians (AV).
Instead of the expired AV 2
maintaining the same renewal date (day and month),
under the new process the renewal date will be changed
to the date the reinstatement application is processed
(plus three years).

4

For example, if your original renewal date is 1 December

2015 and your reinstatement (renewal) is processed on 10

(three years from the date of your renewal processing).
Under the old process the new renewal date would have
been 1 December 2018. The new process allows for a
full three years between renewal cycles.

This new process only applies to Expired Status
Veterinarians. The process change will be seamless to
the AV. This is just a head’s-up to take note of your

new renewal date. Renewal reminders will still be sent to
your email on record six months, three months and one
month prior to your renewal date.

Please contact your NVAP Coordinator if you have
questions.

Your feedback is
important to us.
Please reply to the
email you received
the newsletter in
and let us know
your suggestions or
if you no longer
wish to receive the
newsletter.



http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_coordinator.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home/?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_vet_accreditation/ct_upcoming_conf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/archiveddistrict1av_newsletters.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/nvap/ct_areavet
http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/live-poultry-05-16/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/live-poultry-05-16/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/live-poultry-05-16/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/SalmonellaBabyBirds/
http://www.cdc.gov/Features/SalmonellaBabyBirds/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian-influenza-disease/birdbiosecurity
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian-influenza-disease/birdbiosecurity
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian-influenza-disease/birdbiosecurity
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian-influenza-disease/birdbiosecurity
http://www.cdc.gov/healthypets/resources/backyard-flock-8x11.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_coordinator.pdf
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Important Updates in Pet Export: New APHIS
Pet Travel Website and Discontinuation of
Endorsement of Health Certificates Requested

by Airlines

By Caitlin Comparetta, DVM,
Assistant Service Center Director, NIES Service Center 1

On Monday, July 18, 2016, APHIS’ new Pet Travel Website debuted.
This new website contains interstate and international regulations for
privately-owned companion animals (i.e., dogs, cats, ferrets, pet birds,
rodents, rabbits, hedgehogs/tenrecs, reptiles, amphibians not
intended for resale or research) and should be used as your primary
source for obtaining import regulations for these animals.

The international regulations are presented in an easily navigable
format with detailed step-by-step guides to better assist you and your
clients with meeting the import regulations. For those of you who
have not experienced the new website, it is available here: https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pettravel

NIES SERVICE CENTER 1
OFFICE LOCATIONS:

Albany, NY:

Serving: CT, ME, MA, NC, NH, NY,
NJ (mail-in), RI, VT, WV

USDA APHIS VS

Attention: Export

500 New Karner Road, 2nd Floor
Albany, NY 12205

Telephone (518) 218-7540

Fax (518) 218-7545

www.aavsb.org/DLR/

As of July 31, 2016, APHIS discontinued endorsement of any
documents not required by an importing country. This means that if an
importing country requires a country-specific health certificate and
does not request the use of an APHIS 7001 health certificate, APHIS
will not endorse an APHIS 7001 health certificate for the animal, even
if an airline has requested it. APHIS will continue to endorse the APHIS
7001 health certificate if a country-specific health certificate does not
exist or if the importing country requested the use of the APHIS 7001
health certificate. We ask that you help counsel your clients on this

policy.

not all animals 4§\ R
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Does your State Licensing Board Accept APHIS Approved Supplemental
Training (AAST) Modules as Continuing Education (CE)?
The following is a brief summary of which states allow AAST Modules to count as
CE when renewing your state veterinary license.

The states that do accept AAST Modules allow 1 Continuing Education Unit per
Module. If you have questions, please contact your State Licensing Board http://

Email vspsny@aphis.usda.gov

Robbinsville, NJ:
Serving: NJ In-person Appointments
(Mail-ins go to Albany, NY)

Brief summary of Specific Limits on Use of
Modules as State CE Units
(Contact State Licensing Board for Specifics)

USDA APHIS VS State
Attention: Export Department

Mercer Corporate Park

320 Corporate Blvd. Connecticut

Robbinsville, NJ 08691-1598
Phone (609) 259-5261

Fax (717) 782-3809

Email vspsnj@aphis.usda.gov

Harrisburg, PA:

Serving: PA

USDA APHIS VS
Attention: Export

2300 Vartan Way Suite 250
Harrisburg, PA 17110
Telephone (717) 540-2770
Fax (717) 782-3809

Email vspspa@aphis.usda.gov

Richmond, VA:
Serving:

DC, DE, MD, VA In-person Appointments

(Mail-ins go to Albany, NY)
USDA APHIS VS

Attention: Export

Federal Building

400 N. 8th Street, Ste. 726
Richmond, VA 23219
Telephone (804) 343 2567
Fax (804) 343 2599

Email vspsva@aphis.usda.gov

Not Accepted

District of Columbia

Unlimited hours per renewal cycle of online CE

Delaware Not Accepted

Maine Not Accepted

Maryland 6 hours max per renewal cycle for accreditation and
online CE

Massachusetts 6 hours max per renewal cycle for online CE

New Hampshire

3 hours max per renewal cycle for online or web-based CE

New Jersey

Not Accepted

New York

Not Accepted

North Carolina

3 hours max per renewal cycle to count as computer-based CE

Pennsylvania

7.5 hours max per renewal cycle to count as online CE

Rhode Island Not Accepted

Vermont Unlimited hours per renewal cycle of online CE

Virginia Unlimited hours per renewal cycle of online CE

West Virginia 4 hours max per renewal cycle to count as classroom CE



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pettravel
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pettravel
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/pettravel
http://www.aavsb.org/DLR/
http://www.aavsb.org/DLR/
http://www.aavsb.org/DLR/
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When International Import
Regulations for Live
Animals Are Not Met or
When Regulations Are Not

Known
By Caitlin Comparetta, DVM,VMO, NIES,

Service Center 1

As per the Code of Federal
Regulations’ standards for
accredited veterinarians, “an
accredited veterinarian shall keep
himself or herself currently
informed on Federal and State
regulations...governing the
movement of animals” and “an
accredited veterinarian shall not
issue, or allow to be used, any
certificate, form, record or report,
until, and unless, it has been
accurately and fully completed.”

If your patient is traveling
internationally and not meeting
the regulations USDA APHIS VS is
officially aware of for the
importing country, then to issue a
noncompliant health certificate
would be an accreditation
violation. While you cannot issue
a health certificate until the
regulations are met, the exporter
can contact a government official
of the importing country’s
embassy or border inspection
post to see if an exception can be
made for the animal. If the
official agrees that the import
regulations do not need to be
met, the exporter must obtain
written permission from that
official (e.g., an email or signed
letter). Once the exporter has
this documentation, a health

certificate can be issued.
Similarly, USDA APHIS VS cannot
endorse a certificate that is not
compliant unless permission has
been granted by the importing
country. The documentation the
exporter obtained must also be

presented to APHIS VS at the time

of endorsement.

When a country has not notified
USDA APHIS VS of their import
regulations for a given species,
our webpage (“IRegs”) for that
country will not contain
regulations for that animal.
(IRegs for Animal Exports) When
specific regulations are unknown,
the exporter can be advised to
contact the appropriate ministry
in the destination country for
specific requirements (e.g. an
embassy, inspection post at the
port of entry, ministry website).
In these cases, it is the exporter’s
responsibility to verify that any
and all requirements are met.
You may issue a health certificate
at your discretion.

Click here for your local NIES
office.
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Need to contact your NVAP
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newsletters on our website!
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Advances in Equine
Biosecurity-on the farm

and at the show
By Leslie L. Seraphin, DVM, District

Epidemiology Officer, NJ

In 2011, an outbreak of Equine
herpes myelopathy (EHM) at a
national cutting horse event
resulted in over 700 potentially
exposed horses moving to 21
states and provinces, exposing
242 premises. Spread from pri-
mary, secondary or tertiary ex-
posure to the initial event re-
sulted in 62 premises becoming
infected with EHM. Millions of
dollars were lost due to
cancelation of equine events.
Poor biosecurity practices were
identified as a risk factor for
infection - the more biosecurity
lapses, the higher the horse’s
risk.

Horse event venues can present
the “perfect storm” for an
outbreak and large scale
disease spread - stress, contact
with other horses, sharing
equipment such as cross ties
and hoses in wash stalls.
Veterinarians are urged to work
with event planners and
develop a plan to prevent
disease entry, prevent disease
spread, manage infected
horses, and facilitate
movement should a disease
outbreak occur. To guide the
discussion, the University of
Colorado and the Colorado
Department of Agriculture
created a Business Continuity
Plan for Equine events which is
available for free download at
http://
www.animalagriculture.org/
EDF2016/resources

Available on the same site is the

California Department of
Agriculture’s Biosecurity Toolkit
for Equine Events, a

comprehensive document
which includes template forms
and biosecurity signs.

On the farm, biosecurity may
not be discussed until a horse is
sick — even then,
recommendations are often
implemented inadequately by
many horse owners. Almost
80% of horse owners are not
part of any organized horse
group, making the equine
practitioner essential to
biosecurity education. Make a
review of farm biosecurity part
of the annual vaccination for
ALL farm visits. USDA has a
basic biosecurity fact sheet that
can be used to start the
discussion available at: https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/
publications/

animal health/2014/
fsc_equine biosecurity.pdf

Next, direct your clients to the
Biosecurity Calculator on the U
of Guelph’s website at
www.equineguelph.ca/Tools/
biosecurity.php. Through a
brief questionnaire, the
Calculator provides a printout
of specific improvements for
the farm’s biosecurity which can
be used for further discussions
at your next farm visit. For more
in depth biosecurity
information, information about
infectious equine diseases, and
reports of recent outbreaks in
the U.S., direct your clients to
The Equine Disease
Communications Center at
www.EquineDiseasecc.org.
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Clarification of Article,

EIA Test Charts Do’s & Don’ts
from March 2016 District 1
Newsletter

There were some questions from
accredited veterinarians regarding
clarification when filling out the codes
on the VS Form 10-11 (EIA Laboratory
Test) and cryptorchid equids.

VS Form 10-11 (EIA) directions https://
www.aphis.usda.gov/animal health/
vet_accreditation/downloads/
nvap_ref guide.pdf clearly state, “...to
indicate sex, use the codes listed on the
form” which are M, F, G and N. Other
certifications can be different since not
all regulatory bodies follow the FEI
standards. One should use/follow the
codes listed on the form being used.
However, the newer VS 10-11 EIA
forms ask for: M — Male; F— Female;

G — Gelding; SF — Spayed Female.
Regarding cryptochid equids, some
equines may exhibit sexual behavior
similar to intact males either because
the undescended testicle eventually
dropped into the scrotum with or with-
out the castration procedure, or be-
cause the retained testicle may still
produce testosterone. Regardless, one
or more testicles qualifies the individu-
al equine as a stallion.

The New Face of Pet Shops

By Scott N. Marshall, DVM, Rl State Veterinarian

To some people the term “pet shop” invokes an image of playful happy
puppies romping around waiting to be picked by a loving family who
will care for them the rest of their lives. To some people the term “pet
shop” conjures images of factory-like dog breeding operations working
behind the scenes to supply retail outlets with nothing more than a
high profit-margin commodity. Both images may be correct.

Animal Identification Number (AIN),
Device Managers

By Winston Culbreth, NC/WV, Animal Identification
Coordinator, Raleigh NC

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA)
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) has established traceability regulations
for livestock moving interstate for the purpose
of improving the ability of APHIS to trace
livestock whenever disease is found. The
program is based on the application of
identification devices with unique official
identification numbers to individual animals or
groups of animals.

An animal identification number (AIN) is imprint-
ed on official visual ear tags or encoded in
approved radio frequency transponders with the
USDA shield embedded into the tag. To see a
complete listing of Approved AIN Devices visit
the web at: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
traceability/downloads/ADT device ain.pdf
The animal identification device provides
essential information to support the
administration of animal disease programs and
allows animal health officials to trace an animal
within 48 hours. To learn more about Animal
Disease Traceability AIN Devices. See web links
at: http://www.aphis.usda.gov./traceability/

While accredited veterinarians can continue to
receive official identification devices through
their state animal health officials, they can also
obtain 840 AIN tags directly from an AIN device
manufacturer. In this case, they are acting as an
AIN tag manager and must establish a marketing

arrangement with the tag manufacturer and
assume responsibility for reporting the
distribution of tags to others or the direct
application of tags in animals to the Animal
Identification Management System (AIMS). AIN
device managers may be any person or
company, such as Farm equipment supplier,
producer organizations, and Accredited
Veterinarian. For more information see web
page: https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/aims/

Why would an Accredited Veterinarian want to
become an AIN Manager?

As an AIN Manager you can provide assistance to
your cliental with the selection and use of an
appropriate identification device as well as
purchasing tags from the manufacture for resell
to others.

How an Accredited Veterinarian can become an
Animal Identification Number Device Manager:

(1) Obtain a Non producer Participant Number
(NPN) See ADT web site:
adtis.help@aphis.usda.gov

(2) Obtain an eAuthentication account using the
web applications and services: See ADT web site:
https://identitymanager.eems.usda.gov/
registration/index.aspx

(3) Create AIMS User Account log into the AIMS
application online at: https://
vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/aims/

For more information on Animal Identification
contact the USDA APHIS VS Animal Identification
Coordinator in your local area.

operating unlicensed pet shops by allegedly buying litters of puppies
from commercial breeders, then transporting them to Rl and posting
them for sale on social media. We even see dogs being imported from

media.

foreign countries for the purpose of rescue or sale through social

This shift from a brick and mortar building industry with federal and
state regulatory oversight to an industry that is often web-based and
with relatively little oversight or accountability is the new face of the
pet trade. While there is little doubt that many rescues do spare dogs

While there are safeguards in place to protect animal health and wel-
fare in the commercial dog trade, the horrors of some commercial
breeders (a.k.a. puppy mills) have been well publicized. Many animal
welfare groups have cultivated the perception that all pet shops source
their puppies from substandard breeders. Additionally, some animal
welfare groups have promoted rescues as the moral best-choice for
sourcing dogs since rescues save dogs from certain euthanasia and are
not associated with the horrors of the commercial pet trade, namely
puppy mills. But is that always true?

In RI, the Department of Environmental Management licenses both pet
shops and rescues. We have seen a sharp decline in the number of pet
shops that sell dogs. We have also seen a sharp increase in the
number of dog rescues operating within the state. In addition to the
licensed rescues, we have investigated and successfully prosecuted
rescues for animal cruelty and have investigated people for allegedly

from euthanasia, there is also little doubt that others have taken
advantage of the anti-pet shop attitudes that have been cultivated.
Consumers want puppies. When there is a market for a commodity
there will always be suppliers to meet market demands.
Unfortunately, the drivers of the movement against the conventional
market may have unwittingly made things worse from an animal health
and welfare perspective by shifting the flow of the commodity into an
underground market that regulators have little oversight of, or
available resources to provide sufficient oversight. This is where
federally accredited veterinarians can have a significant role by
providing clients with information about sourcing puppies from
reputable/accountable sources, and by establishing relationships with
regulatory veterinarians to assist those regulatory veterinarians in
ensuring the health and welfare of puppies being sold in their
respective states.
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Need to renew?
www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap

New Director for District 1

Dr. Tom McKenna has
been selected as the
new Director for
District 1.

Dr. McKenna has a
long history as a
public servant in the
animal health arena.
For the past 18
months, he has served
as Surveillance,
Preparedness and
Response Services (SPRS) Assistant Director in New
England under Dr. Bill Smith. During his career he has
served in a number of crucial positions, most notably
the Director of the Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic
Laboratory, and prior to that, the Director of the
Foreign Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory at Plum
Island. Dr. McKenna is also well known for his caring,
people-oriented approach to management.

Need to contact your NVAP
coordinator click here

NVAP presence at upcoming
conferences in District 1:

Central Veterinary Conference - East
May 12-15, 2016 Virginia Beach, VA

See upcoming NVAP presence at
conferences Nationwide here

Your feedback is important to us.
Please reply to the email you
received the newsletter in and let
us know your suggestions or if you
no longer wish to receive the news-
letter.

from higher prevalence areas. For an area to
receive status, part of the application process
includes having a team of USDA and state
animal health personnel visit the area.

Cattle imports from Mexico to the U.S.
By Robert Brady, DVM, District Epidemiologist, Sutton, MA

The U.S. imports about a million cattle per year
from Mexico. USDA determines requirements
for importing livestock according to the disease
status of the area they are coming from.
Mexico has been free of foot and mouth
disease since the 1950s, so that is not a
concern. Brucellosis is prevalent in Mexico but
only found in the Greater Yellowstone Area of
the US, so requirements for breeding cattle are
very rigorous. Nearly all cattle imported from
Mexico are steers or spayed heifers, so they are
unable to transmit brucellosis. Bovine
babesiosis and the ticks that transmit it are
prevalent in Mexico, but have been eradicated
from the US (with the exception of a small area
in Texas along the border), so imported cattle
must be free of ticks and dipped in an
approved acaricide. Tuberculosis is prevalent
in Mexico but rare in the US, so USDA takes
several measures to minimize the chances that
imported Mexican cattle will be infected with
this disease.

TB is most prevalent in dairy cattle in Mexico,
so Holstein and Holstein cross feeder cattle are
excluded.

USDA seeks to facilitate commerce in livestock
while protecting our industry from disease.
Here is further information on

importing livestock into the US.

Official blue ear tags are used for Mexican cattle
exported to the U.S.

Cattle imported from Mexico must undergo
tuberculin skin testing based on the infection e
status of the area of Mexico where they o
originate. Depending on the status of the
area, they may require no testing, one test
within 60 days of import, testing of the entire &
herd of origin, or they may be ineligible for
import. Determining the status is based on
reported prevalence of the disease, effec-
tiveness of surveillance at slaughter and by
skin testing, management of infected herds,
and ability to control movements of cattle

Mexican cattle gather for expor to the U.S.

A Letter to the

Newsletter Staff
by Bruce Tarkington,
DVM, Cary, NC

A newsletter is a great
idea! I am retired and
no longer practice but
it always struck me
how hard it could be
to obtain information
when shipping a dog
or cat overseas. I'd
look at every
international shipment
as a potential mistake
that could lead to my
embarrassment or
worse. Even the peo-
ple I called at USDA
headquarters were at
times unsure what was
required and referred
me to the embassies. |
remember having
requirements read to
me over the phone and
then the USDA agent
laughing because it
was so vague neither
one knew what had
just been read. It was
for me to carry the
burden of
responsibility of a

poorly written form.
The written directions
would sometimes
even be in broken
English including
grammatical errors
which could all lead to
mistakes. I'd do the
best I could, hold my
breath, say a

prayer, sign it, and
send it to your office
for approval. I was
always lucky but I do
hope there is an effort
to give a well-
meaning veterinarian
in a busy practice a
way to get straight
forward reliable
information easily and
quickly that leaves
nothing to chance.
Veterinarians want to
do a good job and not
make mistakes that
could result in their
clients encountering
trouble having a pet
shipped overseas. It
appears to me you are
trying to do just that.
This is a good step
forward.

National Import-Export Services (NIES)

Service Center 1 Contact Info

New York — Service Center Headquarters

Serving: NY, NJ, MA, CT, RI, VT, NH, ME, NC

and WV
USDA-APHIS-VS

500 New Karner Road
2" Floor

Albany, NY 12205

Email: vspsny@aphis.usda.gov

Telephone: 518-218-7540

Fax: 518-218-7545

Virginia

Serving: VA, MD, DC and DE

USDA-APHIS-VS
Federal Building

400 N. 8" Street, Ste. 726

Richmond, VA 23219

Email: vspsva@aphis.usda.gov

Telephone: 804-343-2567

Fax: 804-343-2599

Pennsylvania
Serving: PA
USDA-APHIS-VS

2300 Vartan Way Suite 250

Harrisburg, PA 17110

Email:vspspa@aphis.usda.gov

Telephone: 717-540-2770

Fax: 717-782-3809



http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_coordinator.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home/?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_vet_accreditation/ct_upcoming_conf
mailto:vspsny@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:vspsva@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:vspspa@aphis.usda.gov
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-and-animal-product-import-information/ct_animal_imports_home

Volume 2, Issue 1 March 2016 Page 2 of 2

Salmonella Dublin on dairy

ogerations by Jason Lombard, DVM,
MS, APHIS, and Paul Virkler, DVM, Cornell
University

Salmonella Dublin has been associat-
ed with acute respiratory disease in
preweaned and weaned dairy calves
for decades in the United States. The
disease is usually characterized by
high fever and septicemia with
subsequent high mortality. There are
many factors associated with the
disease that make it difficult to
manage. Cows can become chronic
carriers of S. Dublin and
intermittently shed bacteria which
may persist in the environment. The
organism is generally multidrug
resistant and antibiotic therapy often
fails. Vaccines have not been
particularly promising in controlling
the disease.

As with any pathogen transmitted
primarily via the fecal-oral route,
hygiene is one of the most important
factors in controlling an outbreak.
Because milk can be contaminated
with S. Dublin, feeding unpasteurized
milk to preweaned calves can be a risk
factor for disease and lead to an
outbreak. Humans should not

consume raw milk, especially from
operations that have previously
diagnosed S. Dublin or are in the midst
of an S. Dublin outbreak.

The USDA’s National Animal Health
Monitoring System’s (NAHMS) Dairy
2014 study conducted S. Dublin
testing using bulk tank milk samples
from 230 operations and found that
8.0 percent of them had S. Dublin
antibodies present in the milk from
one-time sampling. The chart below
shows the higher herd-level
prevalence in large operations (500 or
more cows) and those operations in
the western United States (CA, CO, ID,
TX, and WA).

Although the evaluation of
herd-related factors associated with
antibodies to S. Dublin has not been
completed, initial results show higher
prevalence among herds that use
off-site heifer-raising facilities and
especially among those operations
that use facilities where heifers are
commingled with cattle from other
operations. The final S. Dublin analysis
from the NAHMS Dairy 2014 will be
published in spring 2016.
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Update on HPAI
By Jo Anna Quinn, DVM, MAM, Poultry
Health Specialist, Raleigh, NC

Since our last update on highly
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) in
the September 2015 newsletter there
is still much to report on HPAI in the
United States. The outbreak of highly
pathogenic H5 avian influenza that
was first detected in December 2014
and severely impacted poultry flocks
in the Midwestern and Western
areas of the United States was last
reported in poultry on June 17, 2015.
To summarize the outbreak, there
were HPAI detections in 21 states
involving 211 commercial poultry
flocks, 21 backyard poultry flocks,
several captive wild bird premises,
and numerous wild birds. Over 48
million birds were depopulated in the
process of controlling this outbreak.
Currently all control zones have been
released and all farms are eligible to
restock.

Before the outbreak was over,
Veterinary Services began the
process of planning for the possibility
of another outbreak. Several
meetings were held with state and
industry stakeholders. Numerous
discussions have been held on the
lessons learned from the outbreak
and what could be done to improve
preparedness and response

capabilities. A HPAI Preparedness and
Response Plan was developed and
may be found at our website here
along with additional information on
avian influenza.

Unfortunately we have had the
opportunity to put our plan to the
test with another detection of HPAI
that was confirmed on January 15,
2016. This detection was in a turkey
flock that was experiencing elevated
mortality and was located in
southern Indiana. The virus that was
detected in this flock was an H7N8
subtype and was not related to the
outbreak of 2014 — 2015. Area
surveillance detected 8 flocks that
were positive for a low pathogenic
avian influenza (LPAI) virus also of
the H7N8 subtype. One additional
flock was determined to be
suspicious and tests are pending to
determine its pathogenicity.
Veterinary Services has worked
closely on the incident response with
the affected poultry industry and the
Indiana State Board of Animal Health.
No new cases of HPAI or LPAI have
been identified since January 16.
Because of the quick action on the
part of industry, state and federal
personnel we are optimistic that this
outbreak will remain limited to one
HPAI infected flock.

Accreditation vs.
Authorization

Accreditation is a one-time
process which gives veterinarians
the authority to administer APHIS
regulations related to animal health
in the original State of application.
It also requires renewal every three
years to maintain accredited status.
Authorization is required in each
additional state in which you want
to conduct accredited duties. If you
wish to be authorized to perform
accredited duties in States other
than the State in which you were
first accredited, you are required to
complete an application,

VS Form 1-36A, for each addi-
tional State and submit the original
application to the appropriate
NVAP Coordinator.

(Original signature is required.)
You are required to be licensed or
legally able to practice in each
additional State where you seek
authorization to perform
accredited duties. You may be
required to attend a State-specific
orientation program that covers
animal health issues for each State
in which you seek authorization.
When approved, you will receive a
system-generated email indicating
your Authorization in the
additional State before accredited
duties may be done there. This
email will be followed by a letter
of authorization from the
Assistant Director. Note: If you
perform accredited duties in more
than one state, it is only necessary
to renew your accreditation one
time.

Equine Infectious Anemia

Test Chart Do’s & Don’ts.
By Carol Woodlief, DVM, VMO, NCDA&CS

ElA is an infectious and potentially
fatal viral disease of horses. EIA Info
Sheet

The major regulatory actions to
control EIAV are carried out by
individual States. USDA created a
UM&R to facilitate the development
of a uniform control program for EIA.
The latest version (2007) can be
found here

However, the local veterinarian must
follow the states rules and
regulations regarding EIA testing.
Equine owners may not be allowed to
stay at an equine event, or may be
required to obtain another test if the
chart is questionable. The TOP EIA
test chart identification errors are
listed below.

White Markings, Whorls, Brands, or
Scars must be correct and included
on the equine silhouette. Make sure
to look at each equine every time and
add any changes that develop as the
animal ages. Do NOT copy the mark-
ings off of a previous chart.

Inadequate Electronic Chart Pictures
Zoom in on the animal only. DO NOT
include the entire barn or the person

holding the horse. Only the entire
horse for the left and right sides and
only the front view of the head.

NO blankets or saddles can be on the
equid for the picture.

Avoid muddy conditions. Make sure
all white markings on legs are seen
before you take pictures.

Sufficient lighting: Avoid shadows
from the sun or taking pictures inside
a barn alley.

Include the written description. DO
NOT write, “see attached photos.”

Gender must be listed correctly.
Follow the chart’s gender listing:
which could include any of the fol-
lowing: F= FEMALE, M = MARE (not
male), G = GELDING, S = STALLION.

Complete description. Be sure to
have the correct color, age, and
breed included.

Tattoos, brands, and microchips
must be included. Be sure to include
any and all forms of identification on
the chart.

As you are completing an EIA form,
any details that can distinguish one
black horse from 5 other black horses
is critical. A correct EIA chart can be
used as proof of ownership and
identification of stolen horses.
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Need to contact your NVAP
coordinator click here

See upcoming NVAP presence at
conferences Nationwide here

Additional Information
about NVAP

VS Form 1-36A

Why the NVAP Is Important

During the past decade, the United
States has seen the incursion of several
foreign animal diseases (FADs). In
most cases, the FADs have been
eliminated successfully with the
veterinary practitioner as the first
line of defense. Additionally, there
has been an increase in live animal
exports over the last 4 years, with the
number of export document requests
growing from roughly 4,000 to 15,000
since 2005. Most of these requests
start with the efforts of an accredited
veterinarian. Now more than ever,
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
service (APHIS) is dependent on
accredited veterinarians for carrying
out many of the programs and services
designed to safeguard public and
animal health.

As an accredited veterinarian
participating in the NVAP, the training
you received covered a variety of
current animal health issues and
APHIS disease programs. This
information is vital to understanding
and performing your responsibilities as
an accredited veterinarian. The scope
of responsibility of an accredited
veterinarian could include the
following topics, which are found in
the National Veterinary Accreditation

International Health

Certificates — Know Your Role

Among the various
responsibilities that you have
accepted as an accredited
veterinarian is the authority to
issue health certificates for the
international movement of
animals. In fact, for many of
you this may be the primary
reason you elected to pursue
accreditation given the
importance of this service to
your clientele. While your local
NIES office is set to provide
assistance to you and your
clients in this regard, it is
important to understand that
you have the primary
responsibility to review the
import requirements of the
destination country and obtain
and complete the appropriate
health certificate and other
documentation (if required).
This includes assuring that the
health certificate has been
completed accurately and
contains all required infor-
mation. You are not simply
providing a signature.
Remember: once the certificate
is signed you “own it”, and are
responsible for any errors or
omissions.

According to the relevant
sections of the Code of Federal
Regulations, Title 9, §161.4

(Standards for accredited
veterinarian duties):

(b) An accredited veterinarian
shall not issue, or allow to be
used, any certificate, form,
record or report, until, and
unless, it has been accurately
and fully completed, clearly
identifying the animals to
which it applies, and showing
the dates and results of any
inspection, test, vaccination, or
treatment the accredited
veterinarian has conducted,
except as provided in
paragraph (c) of this section,
and the dates of issuance and
expiration of the document.
(This section has been
abbreviated.)

(h) An accredited veterinarian
shall keep himself or herself
currently informed on Federal
and State regulations that are
provided to him or her by the
Veterinarian-in-Charge, or by a
State official through the
Veterinarian-in-Charge,
governing the movement of
animals, and on procedures
applicable to disease control
and eradication programs,

including emergency programs.

(Note: the term “Veterinarian-
in-Charge” is no longer in use.
For import-export matters that
official is the Service Center
Director.)

For those interested, the
complete requirements and
standards for accredited
veterinarians can be found
online in the e-CFR 9

Subchapter J.

National Import-Export Services

(NIES)

Service Center 1 Contact Info

New York — Service Center
Headquarters

Serving: NY, NJ, MA, CT, RI, VT, NH,
ME, NC and WV

USDA-APHIS-VS

500 New Karner Road

2" Floor

Albany, NY 12205

Email: vspsny@aphis.usda.gov
Telephone: 518-218-7540

Fax: 518-218-7545

Virginia
Serving: VA, MD, DC and DE

USDA-APHIS-VS

Federal Building

400 N. 8" Street, Ste. 726
Richmond, VA 23219

Email: vspsva@aphis.usda.gov
Telephone: 804-343-2567

Fax: 804-343-2599

Pennsylvania
Serving: PA

USDA-APHIS-VS

2300 Vartan Way Suite 250
Harrisburg, PA 17110
Email:
vspspa@aphis.usda.qgov
Telephone: 717-540-2770
Fax: 717-782-3809

Always check the IREGs page for
the most current regulations

Travel with a Pet helpful info for
your clients

Reference Guide. NVAP Reference
Guide

* Control and Eradication for serious
livestock diseases—brucellosis,
tuberculosis, transmissible spongiform
encephalopathies (scrapie, bovine
spongiform encephalopathy, or chronic
wasting disease), and Johne’s disease.

* Poultry diseases such as avian
influenza and exotic Newcastle dis-
ease.

* Horse diseases and programs such as
equine infectious anemia, equine viral
arteritis, and the Slaughter Horse
Transport Program.

Seneca Valley Virus

written by Ross Free, DVM, MPH, Epidemiologist

This summer, several states have seen an increase in
clinical cases of Seneca Valley Virus (SVV) in
swine. SVV is a virus in the Picornaviridae family,
the same family as Foot and Mouth Disease Virus
(FMDV) and Swine Vesicular Disease Virus
(SVDV). SVV is not a new disease to the United
States, as it has appeared sporadically since 1988.
However, the virus has appeared more recently this
year in both the United States and Brazil. SVV is
believed to cause an increase in pre-weaning

also cause snout and foot lesions in growing and

mortality (in piglets less than 7 days old) and can

adult swine that are clinically indistinguishable from
Foot and Mouth Disease. For this reason,
veterinarians who see any vesicular lesions in swine
should immediately call their State Animal Health
Official or the USDA APHIS Veterinary Services
area veterinarian’s office. All cases of vesicular
disease must be sampled by the state or federal
veterinarian’s office to rule out Foreign Animal
Diseases like FMDV and SVDV. More information
about SVV can be found on the Swine Health Infor-
mation Center site at www.swinehealth.org.



http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_coordinator.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home/?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_vet_accreditation/ct_upcoming_conf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/sa_vet_accreditation/ct_add_info/!ut/p/a1/jY_LDoIwEEW_xQ8wHSvyWPJueYiJUWs3pAHEJgoECQu_XiSuTERmN5Nz7-QgjhjilehlKTpZV-L23rmaBgnBKwsw9feGC3R79GI90tYJUQbgPAC2bxJFiwBA0TFQxyKOZsQAVJ2Xhx9jwr98MOMBbmM
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/vs1-36a.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_ref_guide.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_ref_guide.pdf
mailto:vspsny@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:vspsva@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:vspspa@aphis.usda.gov
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_export_from_us%2Fsa_live_animals%2Fct_iregs_animal_exports_home
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/importexport/sa_animals/sa_pet_travel/!ut/p/a1/rVHLUoMwFP2WLlxmEh7lsYRWKfSldtSSTSZAWqIQKKSd9u8N2Bl10aozZpPc5Jybe86BGK4hFvTAt1TyStCiq7FFouVE13ykh0Fw66NwcTe7t6eRjh5MBYgVAF1YHvrOX05DS_GfH5E_GWtoZcAXiCFOhaxlDmN
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/importexport/sa_animals/sa_pet_travel/!ut/p/a1/rVHLUoMwFP2WLlxmEh7lsYRWKfSldtSSTSZAWqIQKKSd9u8N2Bl10aozZpPc5Jybe86BGK4hFvTAt1TyStCiq7FFouVE13ykh0Fw66NwcTe7t6eRjh5MBYgVAF1YHvrOX05DS_GfH5E_GWtoZcAXiCFOhaxlDmN
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?gp=&SID=847819f830aa908808ce2916fc61aba8&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title09/9CIsubchapJ.tpl
http://www.swinehealth.org
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APHIS Form 7001 for
Interstate Movement of
Animals

Must you be an “accredited veteri-
narian” to sign a health certificate for
interstate movement of small animals
as well as livestock? Entry
requirements can vary significantly
from state to state.

Individual state information is availa-
ble online at USDA APHIS
Veterinary Services, U.S. State and

Territory Animal Import Regulations

You should be able to determine the
requirements for the destination state
by the species of the traveling ani-
mal.

Most states have their own health
certificate used for this purpose;
however, the United States Interstate
and International Certificate of
Health Examination for Small
Animals (APHIS Form 7001) is an-
other option.

Obtain airline-specific requirements
from the airline carrier to be used for
movement of small animals by air.
Some airline carriers have additional

required statements of health. If an
airline requires additional infor-
mation for their own purposes it
should be separate and on a form
other than the APHIS 7001. Ideally,
these go on an airline issued form or
the practice’s letterhead/form.

The 7001 is available as a fillable
PDF from the USDA. A certificate
number is not required for interstate
movements. The issuing
veterinarians should not assign their
own number nor should they call
USDA Veterinary Services for a
number. Veterinarians may complete
the APHIS Form 7001 on the com-
puter, then print it, sign it, and dis-
tribute it as follows:

e  The signed original should be
presented to the owner.

e  Contact the destination state and
the originating state to determine
if either requires a copy. A list
of State Veterinarian office
addresses can be found at:
http:www.usaha.orgPortals/6Stat
eAnimalhealthOfficials.pdf

Responsibilities of Accredited
Veterinarians Preparing 7001’s

e  Must be completed in compli-
ance with federal requirements
(9 CFR Part 161),

e  Must comply with the
requirements of the state of
destination, and

e  Must be complete and legible.

Releasing Your Contact
Information to the Public

There are times the public may need
to locate an accredited veterinarian
for the purpose of moving animals
interstate or internationally. The
National Veterinary Accreditation
Program (NVAP) allows Accredited
Veterinarians to specify if they want
their information released to the
public or not. There is no preferen-
tial treatment in releasing Accredited
Veterinarians information as long as
it is done on a random basis. Once
the postal code(s) and Category (I or
IT) are provided by the individual
requesting an Accredited
Veterinarian in their area a report is

executed selecting only those that
have answered in the affirmative
indicating their contact information
may be released to the public. Five
(5) names are randomly selected and
provided to the individual. Each
Accredited Veterinarian record is
double-checked to again verify the
Accredited Veterinarian selected
“Yes” to release their information.
ONLY the Accredited Veterinarians’
name, business address and business
main phone are released. No other
information is provided to the public.
The following statement is included
when releasing the business
information: “These accredited
veterinarians were chosen randomly
and none are being recommended.”

Your feedback is important to us. Please reply to the email you received the newsletter in and
let us know your suggestions or if you no longer wish to receive the newsletter.

AQUACULTURE
written by

K. Scott Squires, DVM, VMO

What exactly is aguaculture
and why should veterinarians
care?

The National Aquaculture Act
of 1980 (Public Law 96-362, 94
Stat. 1198, 16 U.S. Code
(U.S.C.) 2801, et seq.) defines
aquaculture as “the
propagation and rearing of
aquatic animals in controlled
or selected environments,”
and includes species of “finfish,
mollusk, crustacean, or other
aquatic invertebrate,
amphibian, reptile, or aquatic
plant.”

Now we have a definition for
aquaculture so let’s look at
why veterinarians should care?
Propagation of aquatic species
is one of the fastest growing
segments in agriculture
worldwide. Yesin
“agriculture”. Historically,
aquaculture has not been
considered as agriculture. It
has typically been associated
with wildlife. Currently, about
46% of all seafood produced
for human consumption is
farmed as opposed to being
wild caught. In the near
future, farmed aquatic species
will overtake wild caught
aquatic species and become
the primary source of seafood
for human consumption.

Interesting information but
why should veterinarians care?
As stated previously, the aqua-
culture industry is growing
rapidly and it is transitioning
into more of an agricultural
industry rather than “wildlife”.
So where do veterinarians fit
into this relatively new agricul-
tural industry?

The answer is the same place
they fit in traditional livestock

industries. First and foremost
veterinarians have a unique
skillset that is used to provide
veterinary medical care for a
variety of species. This skillset
includes diagnostics,
preventative health,
bio-security and development
of treatment protocols.
Accredited veterinarians also
carry out regulatory functions
associated with animal
movement and regulated
diseases.

Accredited veterinarians are an
extension of USDA APHIS and
routinely carry out a variety of
regulatory functions. APHIS is
the country’s lead agency for
the protection of aquatic
animal health. APHIS conducts
activities for the prevention,
detection, control, and
eradication of diseases and
pests of livestock, including
farmed aquatic animals, under
the authority of the Animal
Health Protection Act of 2002.
Activities such as biosecurity,
veterinary support, and
disease surveillance are all
preventive measures that help
protect the aquaculture
industry from the impact of
potential disease outbreaks
and accredited veterinarians
are essential in this effort.

In response to aquatic animal
disease issues in the US and
abroad, APHIS has rolled out
two initiatives, the aquatic
animal health plan (AAHP) and
the commercial aquaculture
health program standards
(CAHPS). Both give guidance in
protecting American aquacul-
ture. Also, there are three
NVAP Modules related to
aquaculture.

For more information on these
programs or other aquaculture
related information visit the
following links.

Module 13: Aquatic Animal
Health Regulations and Health
Certification

Module 14: Evaluation of
Aquatic Animals for Detection
of Reportable Diseases and
Pathogens

Module 15: Preventing Disease
Introduction and Spread in
Aquaculture



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/importexport?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_import_into_us%2Fsa_entry_requirements%2Fct_us%2Bstate_and_territory_animal_import_regulations
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/importexport?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_import_into_us%2Fsa_entry_requirements%2Fct_us%2Bstate_and_territory_animal_import_regulations
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/importexport?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_import_into_us%2Fsa_entry_requirements%2Fct_us%2Bstate_and_territory_animal_import_regulations
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/library/forms/pdf/APHIS7001.pdf
http://www.usaha.org/Portals/6/StateAnimalHealthOfficials.pdf
http://www.usaha.org/Portals/6/StateAnimalHealthOfficials.pdf
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AQHC/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AQHC/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AQHC/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AAD/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AAD/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AAD/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AAD/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AQBIO/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AQBIO/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AQBIO/index.htm
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NVAP Corner

Need to renew?
www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap

Need to contact your NVAP
coordinator click here

Why not go paperless!
What is VSPS?

Veterinary Services Process
Streamlining (VSPS) provides a
consistent and standard method of
data capture at all levels and
provides data dissemination to the
appropriate existing databases. This
provides a more comprehensive
analysis tool for animal tracking and
disease analysis which in turn,
would allow VS to respond quickly to
any threats to animal health in the
United States.

VSPS Was designed for use by...

Importers

Veterinarians

Veterinarian Assistants
State Animal Health Officials
Lab Technicians

Veterinarians Can...

Print Accreditation Certificate
Validate Contact Information
View Export Requests
Request Health Certificate
Select Export Protocols

View State Protocols

View Interstate Movement
Requests

Add Interstate Movement
Requests

Import Data from other
Veterinary Practice Products
Update User Profile

Maintain Personal Address Book
Import Data from Personal
Address Book

See Page 2 for more info on VSPS

The National Animal
Health

Emergency Response
Corps (NAHERC)

USDA NAHERC is the
nation’s largest
emergency response
organization designed
to provide surge
capacity and
sustainment of
Federal veterinary
assistance during an
animal disease event.
In 2001 USDA APHIS

Veterinary Services
established the
NAHERC to respond to
exotic animal disease

outbreaks and other
disasters affecting live-
stock, poultry,
companion animals
and wildlife. In the
same year, the
NAHERC was activated
and responded to the
2001 United Kingdom
foot and mouth
disease outbreak.

In 2002 NAHERC
responded to the low
pathogenic avian
Influenza out-
break in Virginia,
and in 2003 the

NAHERC

responded to the
exotic Newcastle
disease outbreak in
California.

When an animal
health emergency
occurs, having an
immediate response is
necessary to protect
both animals and
people in support of
ongoing Federal
efforts. USDA looks to
many sources to
obtain veterinary
personnel needed to
help meet the critical
staffing needs of such
an emergency.

For more information
contact:

naherc@aphis.usda.gov

You may brush up on
your knowledge
regarding emergency
responses with the
following Module
#19, ‘Animal Health
Emergency Response’

“NAHERC provides great
opportunities to do things

you don’t normally do as a
vet...to travel...and act as

\

(3 liaison between USDA and

farm owners.” -Dr. Jane Ridky

U.S. National Guard veterinary homeland

defense officer and NAHERC volunteer

NVAP presence at upcoming conferences District 1

2015 New England Veterinary Conference
September 25, 2015 Portland, ME

Massachusetts Veterinary Medical Association
October 28, 2015 Framingham, MA

Pennsylvania Veterinary Medical Association 3

Rivers Clinic

November 7-8, 2015 Pittsburgh, PA

2015 Potomac Regional Veterinary Conference
November 13-15, 2015 White Sulphur Springs, WV

North Carolina Veterinary Conference
November 6-8, 2015 Raleigh, NC

See upcoming conferences Nationwide here

Update on HPAI

written by Jo Anna Quinn, DVM, MAM
Poultry Health Specialist

When the first case of highly pathogenic
avian influenza (HPAI) was diagnosed in
Washington in December, 2014 | don’t think
anyone thought that we would have an
outbreak of the magnitude that we did. To
date, there have been HPAI detections in 21
states involving 211 commercial poultry
flocks, 21 backyard poultry flocks, several
captive wild bird premises, and numerous
wild birds. Over 48 million birds have been
depopulated in the process of controlling this
outbreak. There have been significant
impacts on international trade.

The good news to report is that there have
been no new detections of HPAI in poultry in
the United States since June 17, 2015.
Positive signs of recovery are evident. Many
farms have been cleaned and disinfected and
many have met the conditions for restocking.
Control zones are being released.

Much work by many people has gone in to
the control of this outbreak. Although there
have been no recent positive farms, there is
still plenty of activity within Veterinary
Services. We continue to work with the
affected farms to help them meet the
requirements for restocking and quarantine
release. Planning for a possible fall outbreak
is ongoing. Several meetings with state and
industry stakeholders have occurred where
discussions have centered on lessons learned
from the current outbreak as well as
planning for future outbreaks.

APHIS recently released an updated
epidemiology report on the outbreak. The
entire report as well as additional
information on avian influenza may be found
at our website.

Birds with HPAI may show swelling of
the head, eyelids, comb, and wattles.

Nasal discharge is a sign of HPAI.



http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/sa_animal_disease_information/sa_avian_health/ct_avian_influenza_disease/!ut/p/a1/lVLLcoIwFP2aLjGRoOBSpVWs1Glti2bDhBAgU0goRB39-ga1jl1I2-zuvefMnEcABiuABdnylCguBcmbGffD2WJqdkfQ9CbLwT30nt4ffGduo8XU
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_coordinator.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home/?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_vet_accreditation/ct_upcoming_conf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/emergencyresponse/sa_animal_response/!ut/p/a1/rZFLT4NAFIV_iwuXZEaewxJa5dGiRiUFNmQYBhgDA4Wpsf76UkxcWYqJs7sn58w9-S5IQAQSjj9YiQVrOa7Pc6Kn_pMr39lQ9hzn3obe48P22dj4MvSM0RDPGDbasvzKsVzV2EIIVTTKa9tdG2YAoacvy8MLz4
mailto:naherc@aphis.usda.gov
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AHER/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AHER/index.htm
http://aast.cfsph.iastate.edu/AHER/index.htm
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NATIONAL
SCRAPIE
ERADICATION
PROGRAM
(NSEP)
written by Lech Szkudlarek, DVM, VMO and
Gail Skamarack

Scrapie is the oldest known Transmissible Spon-
giform Encephalopathy (TSE) disease, affecting
sheep and goats. Today the disease is widely
distributed worldwide. Our goal is to identify
and eliminate the last cases in the US in order
to be designated scrapie-free by the World
Organization for Animal Health (OIE). The US
recognizes only Australia and New Zealand as

free of classical scrapie.

In 1992, the scrapie regulations in 9 CFR part 54
and part 79 were revised through a
collaborative effort with States, Tribal Nations
and allied industry and established a voluntary
Scrapie Flock Certification Program (SFCP). The
National Scrapie Eradication Program became a
regulation in September 2001, requiring official
identification of sheep/goats upon change of
ownership/movement off the farm. APHIS

The accredited veterinarians’ role:

e adhere to State and Federal identification and
traceability regulations

e report all clinically suspect animals

e support scrapie surveillance by assisting
producers with sample collection and live
testing of animals

e educate producers on State and Federal
scrapie regulations

For more information about scrapie and NSEP:

provides free official sheep/goat eartags;

request at 866-USDA-TAG. The NSEP also
established the Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter
Surveillance (RSSS) program, which began in

April 2003.

USDA APHIS Scrapie Web Page

http://www.eradicatescrapie.org/

http://www.sheepusa.org/

http://www.oie.int/

National Import-Export Services

The importance

(NIES)
Service Center 1 Contact Info
New York — Service Center

Headquarters
Serving: NY, NJ, MA, CT, RI, VT, NH,
ME, NC and WV

USDA-APHIS-VS

500 New Karner Road

2" Floor

Albany, NY 12205

Email: vspsny@aphis.usda.gov
Telephone: 518-218-7540

Fax: 518-218-7545

Virginia
Serving: VA, MD and DE

USDA-APHIS-VS

Federal Building

400 N. 8" Street, Ste. 726
Richmond, VA 23219

Email: vspsva@aphis.usda.gov
Telephone: 804-343-2567

Fax: 804-343-2599

Pennsylvania
Serving: PA

USDA-APHIS-VS

2300 Vartan Way Suite 250
Harrisburg, PA 17110
Email:
vspspa@aphis.usda.gov
Telephone: 717-540-2770
Fax: 717-782-3809

Always check the |IREGs page for the
most current regulations

and purpose of
keeping your con-
tact information

up to date

The National
Veterinary
Accreditation Program
(NVAP) automatic
renewal reminder
system sends all
accredited
veterinarians e-mail to
remind them to renew
their accreditation. The
reminders are sent out
6, 3, and 1 month(s)
prior to the accredita-
tion renewal date, and
we want to ensure that
you receive these
reminders to avoid a
lapse in your status.

Also, we have recently
launched a quarterly
newsletter that is
primarily intended to
be sent out in an
e-mail; another
important reason to
maintain up-to-date
contact information.

It is best to provide
personal email
addresses since the
school email or clinic
email addresses are
not always permanent
or accessed regularly.
The good news is that

updating your personal
information has never
been easier with our
new on-line system in
VSPS. The four easy
steps are the same for
the on-line renewal
system with steps one
and two only needing
to be completed once.
However, you can also
update your contact
information by
contacting your Area
Office with a telephone
call, email, or in
person, or submitting a
paper VS Form 1-36A
application in regular
mail is an acceptable
way to update your
information too.

Your feedback is greatly appreciated and
continues to be extremely important to us.
Please reply to the email you received this
newsletter in and let us know your
suggestions. If you no longer wish to receive
these newsletters, reply to the email and we
will remove you from the distribution list.

Getting Access to
the VSPS online

system

Veterinary Services’
online no cost
Veterinary Services
Process Streamlining
(VSPS) system can
assist you as an
accredited
veterinarian in many
ways. There are
different applications
within the VSPS
system. There are
applications to access
your accreditation
record where you can
renew your accredita-
tion, update your
contact information,
change your
accreditation category
and apply for
authorization in a new
State, complete
Interstate CVI's and
electronically submit
Coggins tests.

In order to access
VSPS obtain either a
level 1 or 2
EAuthentication
(EAuth) account.
There is a difference
between EAuth levels
and accreditation
categories. The EAuth

access needed
depends upon how
you would like to
utilize VSPS. If you
would only like to use
VSPS to maintain your
accreditation record
you will need level 1
EAuth, however if
you would like to
utilize the Interstate
CVI and/or the
Coggins applications
as well you will need a
level 2 EAuth account.

If you are interested
in obtaining access to
VSPS here are some
helpful resources to
get you started.

Link to VSPS https://
vsapps.aphis.usda.go

v/vsps/nvap/

home.do

VSPS User Guide

Getting Started in
VSPS video

EAuthentication info
https:
www.eauth.usda.gov

/mainPages/

eAuthSiteMap.aspx



https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/nvap/home.do
https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/nvap/home.do
https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/nvap/home.do
https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/nvap/home.do
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vsps_int_lib/downloads/vsps_interstate_user_manual.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/video/story.html
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/video/story.html
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/mainPages/eAuthSiteMap.aspx
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/mainPages/eAuthSiteMap.aspx
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/mainPages/eAuthSiteMap.aspx
https://www.eauth.usda.gov/mainPages/eAuthSiteMap.aspx
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/vs1-36a.pdf
mailto:vspsny@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:vspsva@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:vspspa@aphis.usda.gov
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_export_from_us%2Fsa_live_animals%2Fct_iregs_animal_exports_home
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/sa_animal_disease_information/!ut/p/a1/tZFLU4MwFIV_SxcumUReSZb0CW2xjrW2sMkECCUOBAqpo_56Q3Whi9a68O7unXPunPkOiMEOxJK9iD1Topas7PfYpfOVb94OoRnM1mQCg7unaYiXyFr5thZEWjCaeb6NlhBCG5swGA_9MSIhhIF7nR-eGQ_
http://www.eradicatescrapie.org/
http://www.sheepusa.org/ResearchEducation_OnlineEducation_Scrapie
http://www.oie.int/
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Need to renew? See Page 2
www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap

Need to contact your NVAP
coordinator click here

What is the difference between
Category I and Category II ?

Category I animals:

All animals except: food and fiber spe-
cies, horses, birds, farm-raised aquatic
animals, all other livestock species, and
700 animals that can transmit exotic
animal diseases to livestock. Category I
animal species examples: dog, cat,
laboratory animal (rat, mouse, gerbil,
guinea pig, and hamster), non-human
primate, rabbit, ferret, mink, gopher,
hedgehog, amphibian/reptile, native non-
ruminant wildlife, and marine mammal.

Category II animals: All animals.
Category Il animal species examples:
food and fiber animal species (cow, pig,
sheep, goat, all ruminant), horse (mule,
ass, pony, zebra), all bird species and
poultry, farm-raised aquatic animal
species, livestock species (bison, captive
cervid, llama, alpaca, antelope, other
hoofed animal), zoo animals that can
transmit exotic animal diseases to
livestock.

NVAP presence at upcoming
conferences in District 1

2015 AVMA Annual Convention
July 10-14, 2015 Boston, MA

2015 Hambletonian Continuing
Education Seminar
August 6-7, 2015 East Rutherford, NJ

Pennsylvania Veterinary Medical
Association Keystone Clinic
August 13-16, 2015 Hershey, PA

North Carolina Veterinary
Conference
November 6-8, 2015 Raleigh, NC

Pennsylvania Veterinary Medical
Association 3 Rivers Clinic
November 7-8, 2015 Pittsburgh, PA

2015 Potomac Regional Veterinary
Conference

November 13-15, 2015

White Sulphur Springs, WV

See NVAP presence at upcoming
conferences Nationwide here

On The Watch
for HPAI

Chrislyn Wood Nicholson, DVM,
VMO/Poultry Specialist District 1

USDA

*| Veterinary
Services has
been very
busy
responding
the Highly
Pathogenic Avian Influenza
(HPAI) outbreak in several
states since December 2014,
including Washington,
Oregon, Idaho, California,
Missouri, Arkansas, South
Dakota, Wisconsin,
Minnesota and lowa. To date
(May 4™ 2015), there have
been 119 confirmed premises
in the US with HPAI, with
108 occurring just this past

month in April. Recently, the
HPAI virus has severely
affected the commercial tur-
key industry in Minnesota and
large scale layer chicken
complexes in lowa and
Wisconsin, with this HPAI
H5N2 strain. The virus is
mainly spread by wild
migratory birds, such as ducks
and geese, as they are a
natural reservoir host. The
commercial turkey and layer
farms infected with the

disease have had a mortality
rate of close to 98-99%. The
virus is very contagious and
has the ability to spread very
quickly on a farm and
throughout multiple barns,
killing nearly all the poultry
generally within a week. More
than 300 USDA VS
employees have been
deployed to help respond to
the HPAI outbreak in the west
and Midwest US.

So what does this mean to you
as a local veterinarian?? Well,
if you see any backyard
poultry or pet birds in your
practice, you should be aware
of HPAI by knowing the signs
to look for, who to call if you
suspect a case, and have
education on biosecurity to
provide to your clients to help
prevent this disease in their
bird flock. The clinical signs
of birds affected with all
forms of Al may show one or
more of the following: Sudden
death without clinical signs;
Lack of energy and appetite;
Decreased egg production;
Soft-shelled or misshapen
eggs; Swelling of the head,
eyelids, comb, wattles, and
hocks; Purple discoloration of
the wattles, combs, and legs;
Nasal discharge; Coughing,
sneezing; Lack of
coordination; and Diarrhea.

With the highly pathogenic
form of avian influenza that
has been affecting the large
commercial turkey and
chicken farms, extremely
quick death loss is the main
sign noted.

If any of your bird clients
contacts you with any of the
previously mentioned disease
signs, please contact your
local USDA APHIS VS
office, State Department of
Agriculture, animal diagnostic
laboratory immediately to
report the sick birds. Here is
the toll-free number that can
be dialed to reach the local
USDA VS office within your
state: 1-866-536-7593.

USDA VS has a plethora of
information about disease

prevention on our website:
http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov/

We are watching the HPAI
outbreak situation very
closely, and it is likely to
arrive in the Atlantic flyway /
East coast very soon,
especially due to the
migratory wild bird spread.
Please visit the websites
mentioned for additional
information and questions.
Thanks for doing your part to
help look for and control this
serious disease!

Biosecurity Tips

Keep vour distance Isolate your birds from visitors

and other birds.

Keep it clean Prevent germs from spreading by
cleaning shoes, tools and equipment.

Don't haul disease home Also clean vehicles and

cages.

Don't borrow disease from your neighbor Avoid

Know the warning signs of infectious bird diseases

Watch for early signs to prevent the spread of disease

Report sick birds Report unusual signs of disease

or unexpected deaths.

More information about the current HPAI situation

and additional handouts, question and answer sheets,

and video / audio recordings can be found here

sharing tools and equipment with neighbors.

(Go to www.usda.gov, and click on Avian Influenza
under the Popular Topics)



javascript:popme('/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/swellingeyes.htm');
javascript:popme('/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/swellingeyes.htm');
javascript:popme('/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/swellingeyes.htm');
javascript:popme('/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/purple.htm');
javascript:popme('/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/purple.htm');
http://healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov/
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/vet_accreditation/downloads/nvap_coordinator.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home/?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_vet_accreditation/ct_upcoming_conf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/links/step1.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/links/step2.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/links/step3.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/links/step4.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/links/step5.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/birdbiosecurity/biosecurity/links/step6.pdf
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=avian_influenza.html
http://www.usda.gov

Volume 1, Issue 2 June 2015 Page 2 of 2

Top 10 International Animal Health Certificates Errors

1. Failure to check with a
VS-NIES office or the
IREGs pages of the USDA-
APHIS website for the
most current information
before completing a health
certificate.

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/

animal-health/export

2. Assuming the
information the owner has
obtained is accurate and not
taking responsibility to as-
sure, in fact, that it is.

3. Failure to line-out and
initial inapplicable
statements on European
Union health certificates;
failure to add page numbers
to these same certificates.
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/

regulations/vs/iregs/

animals/downloads/

ee_updated ann_new_eu n

on_commercial.pdf

4. Not including the
required bilingual
statements on health

certificates for certain
Central and South Ameri-
can countries.

5. Omitting the country
and other information
under Consignee
(destination). APHIS-VS
cannot endorse a certificate
that lacks a destination
country.

6. Submitting multiple
copies of health certificate
when, in fact, only 1 can
and will, be endorsed.

7. Completing a health
certificate for an animal
knowing it is not compliant
with the regulations of the
importing country.
Assuring compliance is a
significant regulatory
responsibility that comes
with USDA accredita-
tion.

8. Not adhering to the
date format required by
the importing country.

Renewal Instructions in a Nutshell

The renewal process is a two-step process:

9. Incorrect or incomplete
information: e.g. microchip
numbers, vaccination dates,
birthdates/ages, scientific
names (genus + species),
etc.

10. Information not
consistent across all
required documents (e.g.
health certificate vs.
laboratory reports). Such
as: markings/description,
ear tag numbers, tattoos,
microchip numbers, etc.

You can refresh your
knowledge by reviewing
Module 9 — Interstate and
International Health
Certificates for Category I
Animals at:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/

animal-health/nvap/take

National Import-Export Services
(NIES) — Service Center 1
Contact Information

New York — Service Center
Headquarters

Serving: NY, NJ, MA, CT, RI, VT, NH,
ME, NC and WV

USDA-APHIS-VS

500 New Karner Road

2" Floor

Albany, NY 12205

Email: vspsny@aphis.usda.gov

Telephone: 518-218-7540
Fax: 518-218-7545
Virginia

Serving: VA, MD and DE

USDA-APHIS-VS

Federal Building

400 N. 8" Street, Ste. 726
Richmond, VA 23219

Email: vspsva@aphis.usda.gov
Telephone:  804-343-2567
Fax: 804-343-2599

Pennsylvania
Serving: PA

USDA-APHIS-VS

2300 Vartan Way Suite 250
Harrisburg, PA 17110

Email: vspspa@aphis.usda.gov
Telephone: 717-540-2770
Fax: 717-782-3809

Step (2) Complete and submit a Renewal Application (VS Form

1-36A):

Step (1) Complete your required number of APHIS Approved

Supplemental Training (AAST) Modules: three (3) Modules for
Category I, or six (6) Modules for Category II. Choose any of
the 23 Modules.

(a) The Modules are available free on the NVAP Website
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-health/nvap/take, or

(b) By ordering the CD or paper versions for the cost of
production and mailing. Contact your NVAP Coordinator,
or

(c) They are also available as lectures at veterinary meetings and
conventions (see related article).

(a) Submit On-line*, or
(b) Paper Form* — Submit via mail or cause the renewal appli-
cation to be delivered directly to your NVAP Coordinator.

*These are the only two methods allowed for submitting your
Renewal Application.

Additional renewal information may be found here:
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal health/vet accreditation/
renew.shtml

Additional Signature Requirement information may be found here
(under Related Links):
When Originals, Faxes, and/or Electronic Submissions Are Accepted

Thank you for making our 1st newsletter a great success. Your feedback was greatly appreciated and continues to be
extremely important to us. Please reply to the email you received this newsletter in and let us know your suggestions.
If you no longer wish to receive these newsletters, reply to the email and we will remove you from the distribution list.
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The National Veterinary
Accreditation Program (NVAP)
is administered by the VS
division of USDA APHIS in
collaboration with State
counterparts. It was established
to allow private practitioners to
assist Federal veterinarians in
performing regulatory work. The
mission of NVAP is to provide
private veterinary practitioners
with information to protect the
public’s health and well-being.
Veterinarians interested in
becoming accredited should
contact their local coordinator.

e Need to renew?
www.aphis.usda.gov/
nva

e Need your National
Accreditation Number
(NAN)?

Contact your local coordinator

District 1 Coordinators

NJ

Melissa Rehl
Melissa.M.Rehl@aphis.usda.gov
(609) 259-5262

MA, ME, NH, RI, VT, CT

Elizabeth Smith
Elizabeth.A.Smith@aphis.usda.gov

Welcome to the District 1 Accredited Veterinarian Newsletter

Welcome to our first USDA APHIS Veterinary Services District 1 Accreditation
Newsletter. Our goal is to provide you with newsletters that will provide
information assisting you in performing your accreditation duties. The newsletter
is being sent to all accredited veterinarians with a current email address on file.
We will be providing you with information that will assist you with your
accreditation duties. This newsletter will also provide information on animal
exports, disease statuses, outbreaks and more.

VS Reorganization

(508) 363-2298

DE, DC, MD, VA

Robin Greene
Robin.T.Greene@aphis.usda.gov
(804) 343-2568

PA

Bridget Urrutia
Bridget.K.Urrutia@aphis.usda.gov
(717) 651-3786

NY

Brenda Via

Brenda.S.Via@aphis.usda.gov
(717) 540-2772

NC, WV

Jeff Denton
Jeffery.T.Denton@aphis.usda.gov
(919) 855-7705

The Animal and
Plant Health
Inspection Service
(APHIS) Veterinary
Services (VS)
underwent
reorganization in
Nov 2013. It allowed
Veterinary Services
(VS) to reduce costs,
streamline activities
& processes which
promoted greater
efficiency &
effectiveness
throughout the
agency. Under this
new structure, VS
was organized into 4
units:

Surveillance,
Preparedness &
Response Services
(SPRS) created 6
districts to provide
leadership for
implementation of
all VS surveillance,
preparedness, and
response field
activities. Within
each District,
Assistant Directors
(formerly known as

AVICs) serve as
contacts for State
Animal Health Officials
& local stakeholders.

National Import
Export Services
(NIES) created 6
service centers as well
as several animal
quarantine facilities
which deal primarily with
VS’ import & export
activities, from policy
setting to inspection at
ports of entry.

Science, Technology &
Analysis Service (STAS)
deals with building
scientific, technical &
analytical foundation to
support VS in meeting its
mission.

Program Support
Services (PSS) was
created to provide key
support services for VS
personnel & stakeholders.

To learn more about the
reorganization of VS
please visit this
website: http://

www.aphis.usda.gov,
animal health/downloads,

vs_reorg basics.pdf

What’s Happening

Want to learn more about the
Animal Disease Traceability
Rule?

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/
traceability/downloads/
ADT standards.pdf

New European Union (EU) pet
certificate went into effect
12/29/14. For more info go to:

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/

regulations/vs/iregs/animals/

High Path Avian Influenza Info
Learn more about recent avian

influenza findings in the Pacific
flyway

Your feedback is extremely important to us. Please reply to the email you
received this newsletter in and let us know your suggestions. If you no

longer wish to receive these newsletters, reply to the email and we will re-
move you from the distribution list.
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