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Highlights of Small Enterprise 
Swine 2007 Study 
 
In 2007, the National Animal Health Monitoring 
System (NAHMS) conducted a study of swine 
operations with fewer than 100 pigs. Previous 
swine studies in 1990, 1995, 2000, and 2006 
examined a wide variety of husbandry practices 
and biosecurity measures common to swine 
operations throughout the country. However, these 
studies focused primarily on swine operations with 
100 or more pigs and in States with a significant 
proportion of the U.S. swine population. The 
objective of the Small Enterprise Swine 2007 study 
was to describe the health and management 
practices of operations with fewer than 100 pigs. 
The study covered States that participated in 
previous national swine studies plus those States* 
considered at risk for exposure to feral swine and 
transmission of classical swine fever (CSF) and 
pseudorabies (PRV).  
 Thirty-one States participated in the study. 
These States accounted for 88.3 percent of swine 
and 84.4 percent of operations with fewer than  
100 pigs nationally. The study was conducted from 
August 2 to September 18, 2007. The following are 
highlights excerpted from the Small Enterprise 
Swine 2007 study. 
 
Operation demographics 
 
• Nearly three-fourths of operations  

(74.0 percent) had fewer than 25 pigs. 
• Overall, one-third of operations (38.9 percent) 

had sows or gilts for breeding. Only 28.6  
percent of small operations (1 to 24 pigs) had 
sows or gilts for breeding on July 1, 2007, 
compared with at least two-thirds of medium 
(25-49 pigs) and large (50-99 pigs) operations 
(66.6 and 70.4 percent, respectively).  

                                                 
* Regions 
Northeast: Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin 
Central: Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, South Dakota 
West: Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, New Mexico, Washington 
South: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas 

 
 
 
 

 
• Less than one-half (45.1 percent) of operations 

in the South region had market hogs, while  
60 to 70 percent of operations in other regions 
had market hogs. 

• Nearly one-third (30.2 percent) of operations 
had boars or young males for breeding. About 
one-fifth of all operations (21.3 percent, or more 
than two-thirds of the 30.2 percent of operations 
with boars) had only one boar or young male for 
breeding. 

• Operations in the South and Central regions 
were more likely to have boars than the West 
region. 

• Overall, almost one-half (49.0 percent) of 
operations had at least one pig in all  
12 months. More than three-fourths of medium 
and large operations (76.9 and 78.8 percent, 
respectively) had pigs present for all 12 months 
during the previous year.  

 
General management 
 
• Two-thirds of operations (66.0 percent) had no 

farrowings and one-fourth (24.7 percent) had 
one to nine farrowings. Therefore, less than  
10 percent of operations had 10 or more 
farrowings in a year. 

• Overall, litters produced from July 2006 through 
June 2007 contained an average of 8.8 piglets, 
of which 8.0 were born alive and 7.3 were 
weaned. 

• More than one-third of operations  
(34.7 percent) were 5 miles or more from 
another swine site, compared to less than  
10 percent of operations (9.3 percent) in the 
NAHMS 2006 study, which studied operations 
with 100 or more hogs and pigs. 

• About one-fourth of operations (25.9 percent) 
were within 1 mile of another swine site, 
compared to over one-half of operations  
(52.8 percent) in the NAHMS 2006 study. 



• Source of income was a less important reason
for raising pigs for small farms compared to
large farms.

• Twenty-nine percent of operations had a local
veterinarian visit at least once during the year.
This did not vary by size.

• One-half of all operations (48.1 percent) used a
purchased commercial diet.

• A higher percentage of operations in the West
and South regions (65.5 and 61.8 percent,
respectively) used a purchased commercial diet
as a feed source than in the Northeast or
Central regions (36.1 and 33.0 percent,
respectively).

• Almost one-fourth of small operations
(23.4 percent) fed table waste to pigs,
compared with 15.1 percent of medium and
13.8 percent of large operations.

• Overall, 6.6 percent of operations let pigs out
on harvested fields to glean crops.

Feral swine 

• Overall, 23.9 percent of operations indicated
the presence of feral swine in their counties.
One-half of operations in the South region
(50.0 percent) indicated the presence of feral
swine in their county, a much higher percentage
than in any other region.

• For operations with feral swine present in the
county, less than 40 percent of operators had
some, much, or extreme concern regarding
diseases transmitted by feral swine, either to
their pigs (37.3 percent of operations) or to
people (24.1 percent).

• For operations that had feral swine present in
the county, 29.1 percent of operations had seen
feral swine on the operation.

• For operations that had feral swine present in
the county, feral swine were seen on more than
one-third of operations in the South region
(35.0 percent) and on 6.3 to 11.5 percent of
operations in other regions.

• For operations on which feral swine were seen
on the operation during the previous 12 months,
feral swine were seen three or more times on
more than one-half of operations (58.6 percent).

Swine movement 

• Overall, more than two-thirds of operations
(69.5 percent) brought pigs onto the operation,
either temporarily or permanently, during the
previous 12 months. A higher percentage of

operations in the South region than in other 
regions brought no pigs onto the operation 
during the previous 12 months (41.5 percent 
compared with a range of 21.3 to 30.7 percent). 

• Nearly 9 of 10 pigs (89.1 percent) brought onto
the operations during the previous 12 months
were weaned or feeder pigs.

• A higher percentage of large and medium
operations moved pigs directly to commercial
slaughter (42.0 and 34.1 percent, respectively)
or sold pigs via auction or dealer (42.8 and 34.2
percent, respectively) than small operations
(20.6 and 10.4 percent, respectively).

________________________________ 

For more information, contact: 

USDA:APHIS:VS:CEAH 
NRRC Building B, M.S. 2E7 
2150 Centre Avenue  
Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117 
970.494.7000 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nahms

#543.0209 

____________________________________ 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is 
derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who 
require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720–2600 
(voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250–9410, or call (800) 
795–3272 (voice) or (202) 720–6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

Mention of companies or commercial products does not imply 
recommendation or endorsement by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture over others not mentioned. USDA neither 
guarantees nor warrants the standard of any product 
mentioned. Product names are mentioned solely to report 
factually on available data and to provide specific information. 
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