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NAHMS Beef 2017 Study

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) National
Animal Health Monitoring System (NAHMS) is planning
for the launch of Beef 2017, its fourth national study of
U.S. beef cow-calf operations. Beef 2017 will take an in-
depth look at U.S. beef cow-calf operations and provide
the industry with new and valuable information regarding
animal health and management trends in the U.S. beef
industry from 1993 to 2017.

Study focus

NAHMS used a multipronged approach to elicit the
priority information needs related to the U.S. beef cow-
calf industry. NAHMS asked beef industry stakeholders,
including beef producers, veterinarians, allied industry
members, researchers, academia, and government
officials to provide input and define the highest priority
information needs related to the U.S. beef cow-calf
industry. Based on this process, three study objectives
were identified for the Beef 2017 study.

1. Describe trends in beef cow—calf health and
management practices, specifically
e Cow health and longevity,
e Calf health,
¢ Reproductive efficiency,
e Selection methods for herd improvement
including tests of genetic merit, and
e Biosecurity

2. Describe management practices and producer
beliefs related to
e Animal welfare,
e Emergency preparedness,
e Environmental stewardship, and
e Record keeping and animal identification
practices.

3. Describe antimicrobial use practices (stewardship)
and determine the prevalence and antimicrobial
resistance patterns of potential food-safety
pathogens.
e Types and reasons for use of antimicrobial
drugs by animal type

e Stewardship
» Use of alternatives for disease control
= Use of Beef Quality Assurance principles
= Veterinarian-client-patient relationship
= Information sources
e Enteric organism antimicrobial resistance
assessments (e.g., Salmonella, E. coli,
Enterococcus)

What participation involves

From October through December 2017,
representatives from the USDA'’s National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS) will contact randomly selected
beef cow-calf operators in 24 States (see map below) for
phase 1 of the study. NASS representatives will conduct
personal interviews with all participating operations that
have one or more beef cows. For operations that choose
to continue to phase Il of the study and are eligible to do
so, representatives from USDA’s Veterinary Services will
visit from January through March 2018 to administer the
phase Il questionnaire. Representatives will also offer a
range of biologic sampling activities in which producers
can choose to participate.?!

NAHMS Beef 2017 study

[ |9tates participating in study

! The list of biologic sampling activities to be offered is being
determined. Examples from past studies include testing calves for
persistent infection with bovine viral diarrhea virus and testing
harvested forage samples for nutrient content.
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Benefits of participating in the Beef 2017 study

Participating beef cow-calf operators will receive
e Summary reports from the study that will provide
national and regional benchmarks for their
operation,
e Information sheets derived from study data that
discuss the findings and their implications, and
e Results from biologic sampling activities.

The beef industry and other stakeholders will benefit
from
e Current and scientifically valid estimates of
management practices, disease prevalence, and
other information important for trade and the
health of the U.S. beef industry (e.g.,
benchmarking), and
e Data on trends regarding the implementation of
beef health management practices and the
antibiotic susceptibility of selected enteric
bacteria.

A scientific approach

NAHMS collects and reports accurate and useful
information on animal health and management in the
United States. Since 1990, NAHMS has developed
national estimates on disease prevalence and other
factors related to the health of U.S. beef cattle, sheep,
goat, dairy cattle, swine, equine, poultry, bison, captive
cervid and catfish populations. The science-based
results produced by NAHMS have proven to be of
considerable value to the U.S. livestock, poultry, and
aquaculture industries, as well as other animal health
stakeholders.

NAHMS studies are

National in scope,
Science based,
Statistically valid,
Collaborative,
Voluntary, and
Anonymous.

Privacy

Because NAHMS studies rely on voluntary
participation, the privacy of every participant is
protected. Only those collecting the data know the
identity of the respondent. No name or contact
information will be associated with individual data, and
no data will be reported in a way that could reveal the
identity of a participant. Data are presented only in an
aggregate manner.

For more information, contact:
USDA-APHIS-VS-CEAH-NAHMS
NRRC Building B, M.S. 2E7

2150 Centre Avenue

Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117
970.494.7000
http://nahms.aphis.usda.gov
#734.1016

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in
all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income
is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination,
write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

Mention of companies or commercial products does not imply
recommendation or endorsement by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture over others not mentioned. USDA neither guarantees nor
warrants the standard of any product mentioned. Product names are
mentioned solely to report factually on available data and to provide
specific information.
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