Veterinary Services
Centers for Epidemiology and Animal Health

December 2008

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Highlights of Beef 2007-08
Part I: Reference of Beef
Cow-calf Management
Practices in the United
States, 2007-08
In 2007-08, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
National Animal Health Monitoring System
(NAHMS) conducted a study of U.S. beef cow-calf
operations. The Beef 2007-08 study focused on
health and management practices on U.S. beef
operations from 24 of the Nation’s major beefproducing States.* These States represented 79.6
percent of U.S. cow-calf operations and 87.8
percent of U.S. beef cows.
“Beef 2007-08 Part 1: Reference of Beef Cowcalf Management Practices in the United States,
2007-08” contains information collected from 2,872
U.S. cow-calf operations. The following are a few
highlights excerpted from Part I of the Beef 2007-08
study.
•

•
•

A higher percentage of operations with 200 or
more beef cows utilized specific production
practices to target a breed-influenced program
as a marketing channel for calves produced
compared with operations having fewer beef
cows.
The majority of operations (83.3 percent) kept
some form of records, and over 90 percent of
operations with 100 or more cows kept records.
More operations considered veterinarians a
very important source for both general
information and breeding and genetics
information (53.1 and 45.2 percent,
respectively) than any other information source.

• Nearly two-thirds of operations (66.1 percent)
used some form of individual animal identification
(ID) on at least some cows, and 79.1 percent of
cows had some form of individual ID (see table
below).
Percentage of Operations by Type of Individual
Animal ID Used on at Least Some Cows, and
Percentage of Cows by Type of Individual
Animal ID Used
Individual
ID Type
Hot-iron brand
Freeze brand
Ear notch
Electronic ID or
microchip
responder
Brucellosis
vaccination ear
tag (Bang’s tag)
Other metal
ear tag
Plastic ear tag
Ear tattoo
Other method
Any ID

Percent
Operations
12.2
2.4
4.8

Percent
Cows
20.5
3.9
9.8

0.8

1.2

24.2

38.1

1.6
50.4
8.1
0.7
66.1

2.1
57.5
7.7
0.9
79.1

*

Alabama, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia,
Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas,
Virginia, Wyoming
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On operations with 200 or more beef cows,
nearly 9 of 10 cows (88.8 percent) had
individual ID of any type, compared with about
6 of 10 cows (60.5 percent) on operations with
1 to 49 beef cows.
The majority of operations (53.8 percent) used
calf age and/or weight to determine when to
wean calves. Tradition was the next most
common reason used to determine when to
wean calves (11.9 percent of operations).
The percentage of operations that usually
provided information regarding their calf health
programs to buyers increased as herd size
increased (see figure below).

Percentage of Operations that Usually Provided Buyers with Information
About Their Calf Health Programs, by Herd Size
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2150 Centre Avenue
Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117
970.494.7000
E-mail: NAHMS@aphis.usda.gov
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nahms
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720–2600
(voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250–9410, or call (800)
795–3272 (voice) or (202) 720–6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.
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Mention of companies or commercial products does not imply
recommendation or endorsement by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture over others not mentioned. USDA neither
guarantees nor warrants the standard of any product
mentioned. Product names are mentioned solely to report
factually on available data and to provide specific information.

Of operations that usually reported information
to buyers regarding their calf health programs,
the percentage that usually provided written
documentation ranged from 32.6 percent of
operations with 1 to 49 beef cows to
53.1 percent of operations with 200 or more.
Overall, more than one-half of operations
(51.3 percent) had heard of the Beef Quality
Assurance (BQA) program. A higher
percentage of operations with 200 or more beef
cows had heard of the BQA program compared
with operations with fewer than 200 beef cows.
The majority of operations that attended BQA
training were either using BQA practices or
switched to them after training.
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