
Scrapie Surveillance 
USDA initiated the National Accelerated Scrapie Eradication Program in 2001 with the goal of 
eradicating scrapie from the U.S. sheep and goat populations. Since 2003, surveillance for the 
program has been conducted primarily through the Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance 
(RSSS) program, which targets sheep and goat populations that have been recognized as having 
higher than average scrapie prevalence. 

Other scrapie surveillance also targets scrapie-exposed and potentially exposed sheep and goats 
found through investigations of infected animals; clinical-suspect animals and other mature 
sheep and goats submitted to veterinary diagnostic laboratories; rabies-suspect animals that test 
negative for rabies; and voluntary on-farm testing of flocks with risk factors for scrapie or as part 
of the Scrapie Flock Certification Program. 

The NVSL Pathobiology Laboratory in Ames, Iowa performs confirmatory testing on all samples 
identified as suspect (potential positive) by the scrapie-approved NAHLN laboratories. 

More information on VS' involvement in Scrapie can be found here. 

 

http://www-author.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/nahln/downloads/cwd_scrapie_lab_list.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wcm/connect/aphis_content_library/sa_our_focus/sa_animal_health/sa_animal_disease_information/sa_sheep_goat_health/sa_scrapie/ct_scrapie_home
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