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This National Veterinary Stockpile (NVS) Inventory Management File (IMF) Create A Networked Solution Guide contains the steps to create a networked IMF solution.  A networked solution will enable users to work within the IMF at the same time from different computers.  A networked solution consists of a ‘front-end’ which contains the GUI interface (and located on each user’s computer), and the ‘back-end’, which contains the table information (and located on the network).  

To create a networked solution:
· Requirements
· A computer with Access 2010 or later. 
· Windows XP SP3 or later
· Storage on a network that all IMF users have read and write access and can connect to (at least 2 GB of free space)
· Obtain the IMF and supporting files from the protected portion of the NVS website (http://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvs)
· NVS IMF,
· NVS IMF Installer Read Me Guide, 
· NVS IMF Quick Reference Guide,
· NVS IMF Item Management Guide, and
· NVS IMF Scenario Guide. 
· Prepare the IMF for use.
· Copy the above files to the NVS IMF folder on your desktop.
· Open the IMF
· Select the Reports button.
· Select the Network Solution button.
· Select the Split Data button.
· A wizard will display asking you to save a ‘back-end’ database to a location.  Select a location on your network/LAN that will be accessible to others using the IMF.
· After completing the split, close the IMF.
· Send a copy of the ‘front-end’ IMF to those who will use the networked IMF.   The file you created has the properly linked tables.  
· If you find you are not able to connect to the data tables, the ‘front-end’ may not be properly linked to the ‘back-end’.  To relink
· Select the Reports button.
· Select the Network Solution button.
· Select the Relink Tables button.
· Select the Select All button, the Always Prompt For New Location checkbox and then select OK.
· The ‘front-end’ will now be properly linked to the ‘back-end’ data.
· Notes
· You must have an active connection to the network that contains the ‘back-end’ database for the IMF to work.  
· The IMF can support many simultaneous users, but tool degradation may exist.
· The ‘back-end’ database is not secured via a password.  Anyone with access to the database may be able to edit it.
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