1
2
3
Annex 5
USA COMMENTS
[bookmark: _GoBack]DRAFT CHAPTER 3.1.

QUALITY OF VETERINARY SERVICES
Article 3.1.2. 
Fundamental operating principles
Veterinary Services should comply with the following interrelating principles to ensure the quality of their activities: 
1.	Professional judgement
The personnel should have the relevant qualifications, expertise and experience to give them the competence to make sound professional judgements.
2.	Independence and objectivity
Care should be taken to ensure that personnel are free from any undue commercial, financial, hierarchical, political or other pressures which might adversely affect their judgement or decisions. The Veterinary Services should, at all times, act in an objective manner.
3.	Impartiality
Veterinary Services should be impartial. In particular, all the parties affected by their activities have a right to expect that their services are delivered reasonably and without discrimination.
4.	Integrity
Veterinary Services should maintain a consistently high level of integrity. Any fraud, corruption or falsification should be identified and addressed.
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5.	Transparency
Veterinary Services should be as transparent as possible in all their governance and technical activities, including but not limited to, disease reporting, policy and programme decision-making, human resources and financial issues.
6.	Scientific basis
Veterinary Services should develop and implement their activities on a scientific basis, incorporating relevant inputs from fields such as risk analysis, epidemiology, and economics and social science.
7.	Intersectoral collaboration
Veterinary Services should operate in a One Health approach, sharing professional knowledge and experience with all relevant sectors and actors while optimising the use of resources.
General comment: We ask that the OIE add a definition of “One Health” to the Glossary of the Terrestrial and Aquatic Animal Health Codes.  OIE Member countries need to have a shared understanding of all that encompasses One Health. 
Regarding Intersectoral Collaboration, we believe that the OIE is uniquely positioned to convene, coordinate and lead a multisectoral international collaborative effort in partnership with the OIE Member countries, non-OIE Member countries, wildlife management authorities, international agencies including the tripartite (FAO, OIE, WHO), and other relevant stakeholders representing the environment, biodiversity and conservation sectors to become actively engaged in joint activities. 
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