USA COMMENTS
WORK PLAN FOR THE AQUATIC ANIMALS COMMISSION 


	AQUATIC CODE

	Chapter/Subject
	Activity
	Status 

	Items for review at the February 2020 meeting – horizontal chapters

	Glossary definitions of ‘Aquatic animal waste’ and ‘vector’	
	Propose a new definition of ‘Aquatic animal waste’.

Revise the definition of ‘Vector’.
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

The item is expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.

	Glossary definitions of ‘Competent Authority’, ‘Veterinary Authority’ and ‘Aquatic Animal Health Services’
	Revise the definitions in the Aquatic Code to harmonise with the Terrestrial Code.
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

	Listing of infection with decapod iridescent virus 1 (DIV1) ‒ Revised Article 1.3.3 of Chapter 1.3
	Assess infection with DIV1 against the criteria for listing aquatic animal diseases in Article 1.2.2.
	The disease has been found to meet the criteria for listing. 

February 2021 – review Member comments. 

The item is expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.

	De-listing of infection with infectious hypodermal and haematopoietic necrosis virus (IHHNV)
	Assess infection with IHHNV against the criteria for listing aquatic animal diseases in Article 1.2.2.
	September 2020 – The Commission concluded that the disease continues to meet the criteria for listing. 

February 2021 – review Member comments. 

	Listing of infection with tilapia lake virus 
	Assess the disease against the criteria for listing aquatic animal diseases in Article 1.2.2.
	February 2021 – review the final report of the ad hoc Group on tilapia lake virus (if circumstances allow completion of its work) and revise the assessment against the criteria for listing. 

	The USA believes it is important to list the TILV due to the risk it implies for international trade, as well as to list DIV1. If there is concern about the availability and access to controls (+) to be able to implement diagnostic techniques in the countries. We value the implementation of the electronic Ad hoc group and consider that they should address this issue.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]As a region of the Americas we believe it is important to list the TILV, due to the risk it implies for international trade, as well as to list DIV1. If there is concern about the availability and access to controls (+) to be able to implement diagnostic techniques in the countries. We value the implementation of the electronic Ad hoc group and consider that they should address this issue.

	

	New draft chapter on Biosecurity for aquaculture establishments (Chapter 4.X)
	Develop a new draft chapter on Biosecurity for aquaculture establishments.
	February 2021 – review Member comments. 

The item is expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.  

	New draft chapters on emergency disease preparedness and disease outbreak management
	Develop two new chapters for the revised Section 4, Chapter 4.X, Emergency disease preparedness, and Chapter 4.Y, Disease outbreak management.
	September 2020 - work to develop the article structure for the two new chapters.

February 2021 – finalise the structure to ensure a logical and complementary structure of the two chapters before undertaking detailed drafting. 

	Approaches for demonstrating disease freedom
	Make improvements to the standards of the Aquatic Code for demonstration of freedom from OIE listed diseases, including: 
1) Articles X.X.4. (free country) and X.X.5. (free zone or compartment) of each disease-specific chapter (except Infection with ISAV, for which numbering differs); 
2) Chapter 1.4 on Aquatic animal health surveillance. 
	February 2021 – respond to Member comments received on the Commission’s February 2020 meeting report and present the revised Chapter 1.4, Aquatic animal health surveillance, and the model Articles X.X.4, X.X.5 and X.X.6 for Member comments.

	Consideration of emerging diseases - Infection with carp edema virus (CEV)
	Review scientific information on the disease and assess it against the criteria for listing aquatic animal diseases in Article 1.2.2.
	The disease has been defined as an emerging disease by the Commission and, as such, Members should report it in accordance with Article 1.1.4 of the Aquatic Code.

February 2021 – review new scientific information and information received by Members. 



	Items for review at the February 2020 meeting – disease-specific chapters

	Safe commodities (Article X.X.3 of disease-specific chapters)
	Review the structure of this article to provide more clarity on the recommendations on safe commodities provided in these articles.
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

	Model Article 10.X.13 for the fish disease-specific Chapters 10.5, 10.6 and 10.10 (and Article 10.4.17 for Chapter 10.4)
	Revision of the article to clarify the intended purpose.
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

The item is expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.  

	Article 10.10.2 of Chapter 10.10 Infection with viral haemorrhagic septicaemia virus
	Update list of susceptible species in Article 10.10.2.
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

The item is expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.  

	Articles 11.3.1 and 11.3.2 of Chapter 11.3 Infection with Bonamia ostreae
	Update Article 11.3.1 and the list of susceptible species in Article 11.3.2.
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

	AQUATIC MANUAL

	Chapter/Subject
	Activity
	Status

	Items for review at the February 2020 meeting 

	General provisions
	Review and update the introductory chapters for fish diseases.
	September 2020 – review revised chapters.
February 2021 – review Member comments.

	
	The use of environmental DNA methods for aquatic animal disease surveillance.
	February 2021 – Develop a discussion paper on guidance for the use of environmental DNA methods for aquatic animal disease.

	Update and reformat disease chapters using the new template
	Infection with Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans (Chapter 2.1.3).
	February 2021 – expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.

	
	Infection with spring viraemia of carp virus (Chapter 2.3.9).
	February 2021 – expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.

	
	Infection with infectious haematopoietic necrosis virus (Chapter 2.3.4).
	February 2021 – expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.

	
	Infection with viral haemorrhagic septicaemia virus (Chapter 2.3.10).
	February 2021 – expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.

	
	Infection with Gyrodactylus salaris (Chapter 2.3.3).
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

Expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.

	
	Infection with salmonid alphavirus (Chapter 2.3.6).
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

Expected to be proposed for adoption in May 2021.

	
	Infection with HPR-deleted or HPR0 infectious salmon anaemia virus (Chapter 2.3.5).
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

	
	Infection with koi herpesvirus (Chapter 2.3.7)
	February 2021 – review Member comments.

	
	Infection with epizootic haematopoietic necrosis virus (Chapter 2.3.1)
	February 2021 – draft updated and reformatted chapter for Member comments.

	
	Infection with Aphanomyces invadans (epizootic ulcerative syndrome) (Chapter 2.3.2)
	February 2021 – draft updated and reformatted chapter for Member comments.

	
	Red sea bream iridoviral disease (Chapter 2.3.8)
	February 2021 – draft updated and reformatted chapter for Member comments.

	Sections 2.2.1, 2.2.2 and a new 2.2.3bis of Chapter 2.4.3 Infection with Bonamia ostreae 

	Amend Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2 and developed a new Section 2.2.3bis of Chapter 2.4.3, Infection with Bonamia ostreae in line with the recommendations of the ad hoc Group on Susceptibility of mollusc species to infection with OIE listed diseases
	February 2021 – review Member comments.
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AQUATIC CODE  

Chapter/Subject  Activity  Status   

Items for review at the February 2020 meeting  –   horizontal chapters  

Glossary definitions of  ‘Aquatic animal waste’  and ‘vector’    Propose a new  definition of ‘Aquatic  animal waste’.     Revise the definition of ‘Vector’.  February 2021  –   review Member comments.     The item is expected to be proposed for  adoption in May 2021.  

Glossary definitions of  ‘Competent Authority’,  ‘Veterinary  Authority’  and ‘Aquatic Animal  Health Services’  Revise the definitions in the  Aquatic  Code   to harmonise with the  Terrestrial  Code.  February 2021  –   review Member comments.  

Listing of infection with  decapod iridescent virus  1 (DIV1)  ?  Revised Article  1.3.3  of Chapter   1.3  Assess infection with DIV1 against the  criteria for listing aquatic animal  diseases in Article 1.2.2.  The disease has been found to meet the  criteria for listing.      February 2021  –   review Member comments.      The item is expected to be propose d for  adoption in May 2021.  

De - listing of infection  with infectious  hypodermal and  haematopoietic necrosis  virus (IHHNV)  Assess infection with IHHNV against  the criteria for listing aquatic animal  diseases in Article 1.2.2.  September 2020  –   The Commission  concluded that the disease continues to  meet the criteria for listing.      February 2021  –   review Member comments.   

Listing of infection with  tilapia lake virus   Assess the disease against the criteria  for listing  aquatic animal diseases in  Article 1.2.2.  February 2021  –   review the final report of  the  ad hoc   Group on tilapia lake virus (if  circumstances allow completion of its work)  and revise the assessment against the  criteria for listing.   

The USA  believe s   it is   important to list the TILV due  to the risk it implies for  international trade, as well as  to list DIV1. If there is  concern about the availability  and access to controls (+) to  be able to implement  diagnostic techniques in the  countries. We value the  impl ementation of the  electronic Ad hoc group and  consider that they should  address this issue.    As a region of the Americas we believe it  is important to list the TILV, due to the  risk it implies for international trade, as  well as to list DIV1. If there is  concern  about the availability and access to  controls (+) to be able to implement  diagnostic techniques in the countries.  We value the implementation of the  electronic Ad hoc group and consider  that they should address this issue.     

New draft chapter on  B iosecurity for  aquaculture  establishments (Chapter  4.X)  Develop a new draft chapter on  Biosecurity for aquaculture  establishments.  February 2021  –   review Member comments.      The item is expected to be proposed for  adoption in May 2021.    

New draft chapters on  emergency disease  preparedness and Develop two new chapters for the  revised Section 4, Chapter 4.X,  Emergency disease preparedness, September 2020  -   work to develop the article  structure for the two new chapters.    

