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What Is An Animal Product?
 Safeguard the health of domestic livestock
and poultry by inspecting and quarantining
animals and animal products to mitigate animal
disease risk through risk assessments and
sound science

Any material derived from the body of an animal.
Examples are fat, meat, skin, organs, blood, milk,
eggs, and lesser known products such as rennet,
gela n, and rendered animal meals.

 Facilitate trade, promote safe movement,
negotiate science-based import and export
requirements, and collaborate with other
agencies and departments to remove
technical barriers to trade

 Serve as the preeminent resource for
safeguarding the nation’s food supply from
agricultural select agents and toxins

 Cooperate and collaborate with international
animal health standard setting organizations
to develop science-based health measures for
safe trade

Contact Us

 Utilize science-based performance measures

For permit applicaƟons or status requests related to
animal products or by‐products, please contact us via
email at animalproducts.applica on@aphis.usda.gov.
For faster assistance, remember to include permit or
applica on numbers in your email.

and a focus on consistent, standard practices
carried out by a responsive workforce
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For quesƟons related to animal products or by‐products,
please email us at asknies.products@aphis.usda.gov.
We will respond within 48 business hours.
If email is not convenient, please feel free to contact us
using the informa on below:
4700 River Road, Unit 40
Riverdale, MD 20737
Fax: (301) 734‐8226
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APNS in AcƟon
PRESENTS TO CHINESE DELEGATION

MEETS WITH FAS

A delega on of nine Fellows from China visited

APNS provided general informa on about NIES for new

Riverdale on April 18 to learn more about APHIS’ role in

Foreign Agriculture Service (FAS) employees, as part of

regula ng and cer fying animal and plant products.

an ongoing training program to provide FAS new hires

Thought the primary focus was plants and plant prod‐

familiarity with diﬀerent APHIS programs.

ucts, VS provided a general presenta on on regula on
of animal product imports. They also answered ques‐

MEETS WITH BRAZILIAN REPRESENTATIVES

ons about the roles and rela onships of Customs and
Border Protec on (CBP), APHIS, and the Food Safety In‐

APNS met with representa ves from Brazil to discussed

spec on Service (FSIS).

the cer fica on requirements for diﬀerent types of bo‐
vine meat and meat products. The discussion also in‐
cluded cer fica on issues for beef products, resul ng in

PRESENTS AND MEETS WITH CHINA

Agriculture holds, and requirements for the U.S. import

May 3‐9, APNS representa ves provided presenta ons

of cooked perishable beef. APNS provided

to stakeholders in Hong Kong and Shanghai, China.

guidance on the above issues, updates on APHIS and

Presenta on recipients included the Interna onal

MAPA cer ficate nego a on, and sugges ons to

Serum Associa on, on importa on of fetal bovine serum

further improve trade.

(FBS) into the United States, and the USA Poultry and
Egg Export Council Member Conference Asia, on avian

MEETS WITH REGULATED INDUSTRY

influenza emergency response.

APNS Imports Staﬀ met with a representa ve from U.S.
During the visit, APHIS representa ves met with Hong

Pet Nutri on on April 13. U.S. Pet Nutri on has a

Kong’s Food and Environment Hygiene Department and

sister company in Thailand that manufactures pet food

Agriculture, Fisheries, and Conserva on Department,

and also supplies mul ple U.S. importers. The mee ng

regarding protocols for avian influenza regionaliza on

focused on import permit requirements.

and export of live horses to the United States. They also
met with China’s General Administra on of Quality

PARTICIPATES IN MARYLAND DAY

Supervision, Inspec on, and Quaran ne regarding the
upcoming avian influenza audit and review of Chinese

APNS joined others from VS to par cipate in Maryland

zoosanitary cer ficates for authen city.

Day, the University of Maryland’s largest community
outreach event. The event was a campus‐wide open
house, packed with exci ng events and exhibits in six
learning neighborhoods spread across the university. VS
provided informa on to par cipants about VS’ mission
and role in protec ng American agriculture.
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InternaƟonal Trade Data System (ITDS)
Implementa on of the Interna onal Trade Data System (ITDS) is underway now. Upon full implementa on, ITDS,
through the Automated Commercial Environment (ACE), will allow businesses to electronically submit the data re‐
quired by CBP and its Partner Government Agencies to import or export cargo through a "Single Window" con‐
cept. Through ACE as the Single Window, manual processes are streamlined and automated, paper is reduced, and
the trade community is able to more easily and eﬃciently comply with U.S. laws and regula ons. APHIS VS animal
product import data (excluding government‐to‐government cer ficates, which must be presented in paper) can be
submi ed through ACE. Currently, it is op onal for such APHIS import data to be submi ed via ACE; however, this
will become mandatory in the future (date has not yet been decided). We encourage all importers to contact their
broker to learn more about submi ng APHIS VS animal product import informa on through ACE, or to visit the
APHIS website, here. For technical ques ons regarding the submission of APHIS data, please contact
ace.itds@aphis.usda.gov.

Smuggling InterdicƟon & Trade Compliance (SITC) Program
NIES Educated on eCommerce SITC Applica ons

Illegally Imported Animal Product Seizure

SITC Oﬃcers Julie Hong‐Sakowski and Corey Marker, of the
SITC Internet Team (SIT), presented on monitoring internet
sites for prohibited agricultural commodi es, during a weekly
NIES Veterinary Medical Oﬃcer (VMO) training seminar. The
SIT explained that with ps from headquarters, the field, oth‐
er agencies, and industry they are able to follow up on leads
and significant seizures.

Based on a trace request from Texas SITC, NY
Metro SITC discovered 30 cases (352.8 kg) of
non‐compliant milk and documented a
pathway for smuggled milk from China. The
product was first found in a market by an
Aus n, TX SITC employee, who provided an
invoice for a company in Queens,
NY. Through repeated interviews
and follow up, the company
eventually admi ed they imported
66 cases of the milk without the
required VS permit or health
cer ficate. Entry documents
demonstrate the milk was not on
the manifest.

For SITC’s purposes, SIT:


Monitors virtual storefronts (stores with online catalogs
but not necessarily the ability to order online), as well as
buying/selling/trading on websites, forums, online
marketplaces, and social apps



Gathers data through forums, sites and social media



Collaborates with internet companies to exchange data,
ideas to close pathways, and gain seller compliance

A VS permit is required to import this sweetened milk prod‐
uct, as the it contains ingredients imported from China, which
is aﬀected by foot and mouth disease (FMD).

SITC currently has agreements with the three major
eCommerce sites, as well as increasing number of smaller
companies and start‐ups, to implement filters to block
prohibited items from being sold.
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Work Around the World
Gaining Market Access for U.S. Agricultural Commodities
THAILAND
March 2—USDA (APHIS, FSIS, FAS) and Thai government oﬃcials agreed to an export cer ficate for bone‐in beef and
beef products (excluding oﬀal) exported from the United States to Thailand. This cer ficate will be endorsed under
FSIS authority with some verifica ons made on behalf of APHIS.
CANADA
March 8‐9—APHIS and the Canadian Food Inspec on Agency (CFIA) par cipated in an animal health bilateral in
Albany, New York. NIES par cipated in discussions focused on a wide range of topics related to the import and
export of live animals and animal products. One of the posi ve outcomes of the bilateral include agreement
between APHIS and CFIA was a commitment to meet at least twice a year for an animal health bilateral.
BARBADOS
A er extensive work and coopera on between APHIS, FSIS, and the Agricultural Marke ng Service (AMS) to develop
and launch the new Pork Quality Assurance Source Verifica on Program (PQA Plus), the Barbados Chief Veterinary
Oﬃcer announced on April 7 that Barbados will now accept pork exported from the United States, based in part on
the PQA Plus program. This agreement will allow producers par cipa ng in the PQA Plus program to export fresh
pork products without addi onal tes ng or applica on of mi ga on treatments for Trichinella spiralis based
on assurances provided by PQA Plus and verifica on by USDA.
BRAZIL
May 4—The first shipment of fresh U.S. beef arrived in Brazil a er a 13‐year hiatus. APHIS, FSIS and FAS have worked
con nuously with Brazilian oﬃcials to regain market access, which they granted on August 1, 2016. Brazil had closed
its market to imports of U.S. fresh beef in 2003 due to bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) concerns, but the
possibility of reopening the market was revived a er the decision by the World Organiza on for Animal Health to
recognize the United States as a country with negligible risk with regards to BSE. The USDA led the process to regain
market access by facilita ng an audit by Brazilian oﬃcials to assess the U.S. beef produc on system, submi ng a
comprehensive response to the import ques onnaire requested by Brazil, and nego a ng the food safety and
animal health cer fica on requirements for export of beef and beef products to Brazil.
May 9‐11—APHIS and Brazil held an animal health bilateral mee ng in Riverdale, Maryland. APHIS raised issues
regarding poultry facility registra on, regionaliza on and compartmentaliza on, bovine embryos, and concerns with
recent Brazilian beef imports as well as the status of a U.S. pork cer ficate. Brazil also addressed poultry
regionaliza on, bovine embryo and semen, fetal bovine serum, and their request for expanded access for beef.
Both countries agreed to establish melines and ac on plans for the various market access and technical issues. For
example, Brazil agreed to present a proposal for treated fetal bovine serum within 30 days and APHIS agreed to
resend pending registra ons for poultry facili es. With regard to beef access, APHIS clarified risk assessment
requirements and recommended Brazil include all 12 new States rather than submi ng separate requests.
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USDA
e-Authentication

ATTENTION ALL CUSTOMERS!
In the very near future, NIES will be re ring the ePer‐
mits system in favor of CARPOL, a newer, more cus‐
tomer friendly system. However, to experience all the
benefits and features of the new system, we strongly
recommend that you become e‐Authen cated as early
as possible. The new system requires customers to be a
Level‐2 subscriber in order to retrieve even the sim‐
plest of items, such as finished permits. Please don’t
delay; become eAuthenƟcated today!

NIES Animal Products Permi ng and Nego a on
Services issues permits for animal origin material.
However, there are certain products that do not
require a permit from our oﬃce. Please see the list
below to see a list of materials that do not require a
USDA import permit, but will be reviewed at the
port of entry. You can also find this informa on at
h ps://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/
animalhealth/animal‐and‐animal‐product‐import‐
informa on

To apply for a USDA e‐Authen ca on account, please
visit our website at :
www.eauth.usda.gov

“But, They’re Holding My
Shipment……”
In striving to make our website more user friendly for
our customers we have updated guidance for the On
Hold Process. Hopefully, the changes will make the
process more eﬃcient for everyone that may have
products on hold. You can view the updated website
by visi ng the following link.

Applica on Fees to import an animal or animal
byproduct into the United States are as follows:

Application

Fee

New Application

$150

Renewal Application $97
On-Hold Applications $565
Amendments

$75

Fetal Bovine Permits $512
On Hold ‐ Shipment No fica on Applica on (for Ani‐
mal Products and By‐Products)
**Payment for services rendered is considered a
processing fee (non-refundable) and does not
guarantee permit approval or shipment release**
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