
RE: Import Alert: Removal of HPAI restrictions for avian commodities originating from or transiting 
Japan 
  
Issuance Date: November 17, 2017  
Effective Date: October 16, 2017 

Effective immediately, and until further notice, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Veterinary Services (VS) is removing the quarantine requirement on 
the importation of hatching eggs of avians, which includes  hatching eggs of poultry, from Japan. There 
are no changes to the U.S. import process for avian hatching eggs other than what is being described 
here; all other live avians, except those from Canada, must be quarantined upon U.S. arrival.   VS has 
updated the list of countries in which it considers free of Newcastle to include Japan. The list can be 
found at: Newcastle Disease Free 

All unprocessed and processed avian meant, meat products, edible by-products as well as egg products 
originating from or transiting Japan imported as cargo, must be accompanied by adequate proof of 
origin. "Proof of origin" is documentary evidence of an animal product's origin such as an official 
government meat inspection certificate; an official government certificate of origin; a commercial label; 
a bill of lading, an invoice; or a document on official letterhead prepared by the manufacturer, shipper, 
or seller. Processed avian meant, products and edible by-products as well as eggs and egg products for 
personal use originating from or transiting through Japan entering in passenger baggage are restricted. 

Inedible avian commodities (other than birds' nests) from Japan will continue to require a VS import 
permit as part of the entry documentation.  

For any other questions, please contact a local Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ), Veterinary 
Regulatory Support (VRS) Agriculture Quarantine Inspection (AQI), Veterinary Medical Officer (VMO), or 
PPQ VRS headquarters staff in Riverdale, Maryland at (301) 851-2295. 
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-and-animal-product-import-information/import-live-animals/ct_exotic_newcastle_disease

