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n 1921 the USDA established the veter-

inary accreditation program so private

practitioners could assist federal vet-
erinarians in controlling animal diseases.
The USDA could not monitor our nation’s
horses for emerging or foreign animal dis-
eases or fulfill the regulatory requirements
for interstate and international movement
of horses without these accredited equine
practitioners’ help.

Today’s National Veterinary Accredi-
tation Program (NVAP) is administered
nationally, but authorization to perform
accredited work is granted on a state-by-
state basis. Creating a national system has
helped the USDA Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) standardize
the accreditation procedures and require-
ments, allowing for more uniform admin-
istration of the program.

So how does the program work? Ac-
credited equine practitioners examine
your horses and complete interstate cer-
tificates of veterinary inspection or ICVIs
(often referred to as health certificates)
when your horses travel interstate. These
qualified individuals have a complete un-
derstanding of the process and know the
requirements of horses’ destination states.
Under the new Federal Animal Disease
Traceability Rule, the ICVI is “... an offi-
cial document issued by a Federal, State
or Tribal Animal Health Official, or ac-
credited veterinarian for the animals that
are being shipped interstate.” On a much
more complex scale, the accredited equine
practitioner is also needed when you ship
horses internationally.

Should a single equine patient exhibit
clinical signs consistent with those of a
potentially catastrophic foreign animal
disease, such as African horse sickness, ac-
credited equine practitioners immediately

Did you know your horse’s Coggins test requires
a federally accredited veterinarian’s signature?

notify federal and state officials so diagno-
sis, quarantine, and eradication efforts can
begin if necessary and as soon as possible.
Regarding your horse’s Coggins test, the
federal and most states’ equine infectious
anemia (EIA) laboratory test submission
forms require the signature of a “federally
accredited veterinarian.”

With the September 2001 terrorist at-
tacks fresh in our minds and the incur-
sions of several foreign animal diseases
(including West Nile virus in horses) into
the United States in which accredited vet-
erinarians played key roles in the “front
line” of diagnosis and treatment, many na-
tional veterinary organizations called for
a strengthening of the NVAP. The Animal
Health Safeguarding Review of the Na-
tional Association of State Departments of
Agriculture (NASDA) cited a need to “re-
design and upgrade the NVAP” and sug-
gested that “... the accreditation program
be the core for emergency preparedness
and the response plan.”

The USDA responded, and in 2010 the
NVAP unveiled several enhancements.
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Three are especially important to horse
owners. The first enhancement is the
establishment of two accreditation cat-
egories: Category I and II. Equine prac-
titioners seeking accreditation fall into
Category II, which requires more exten-
sive training than Category 1. The second
enhancement is mandatory supplemental
training every three years for accredi-
tation renewal. Supplemental training
comes in the form of educational mod-
ules available on the Internet and at vet-
erinary conferences. Modules specifically
pertaining to horses include preparing
equine international health certificates,
determining equine fitness to travel, and
detecting equine foreign animal diseas-
es. Regular renewal assures that NVAP
has the most recent contact information
to be used in emergency or disease out-
break situations. The third enhancement
is accreditation specialization, or the es-
tablishment of a “qualified accredited
veterinarian” (QAV) status for Category
II-accredited veterinarians. In the future,
accredited equine practitioners with QAV
status will be able to perform official and
specialized testing on your horse for dis-
eases such as contagious equine metritis
on the USDA’ behalf.

If you need an accredited equine vet-
erinarian, search “NVAP” in your web
browser or go to www.aphis.usda.gov/
nvap and then select the second link: If
You Are Trying to Locate an Accredited
Veterinarian. €
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