
PLEASE NOTE:  The following information is provided by USDA APHIS Veterinary Services, Texas Export Section.  While much 
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Export of Horses from the United States to Canada 

 
Download the file needed to get your animal into the country  

• Go to http://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals  
• Click on Canada.  Select “more” at the bottom of the page, then on the next page select the equine 

category.   
 
Completing the health certificate VS Form 17-145 

• Ensure the box for the type of export is checked. 
• Ensure the place of origin is Texas and all addresses are completed. 
• The name and address of the consignee must include the Canadian zip code. 
• Ensure at least one certification statement is checked. 
• Check that the correct type of test, ELISA or AGID, is listed on the certificate. 
• The “date blood sample drawn” must match the “date blood sample drawn” on the Coggins. 
• The date the veterinarian signed the certificate (the date of examination) must be within 15 days of 

export for horses from Texas. 
• Write the page number on the right hand side of the box titled Health Certificate Number.  For 

example: Page 1 of 2.  
• Canada has additional declaration statements that must be on the certificate.  Review the website for 

updates.  Submit the attached page 2 with the certificate.  Sign page 2 and date the same as page 1.  
• The Coggins description must match the description on the certificate. 
• The veterinarian should list the age in years or by DOB.  The age may be listed in months.  For 

example:  10y or 120m or 4/5/2000 
• All markings on both horses are usually the same unless you can only see the markings from one 

side or the description states “partial” or “lateral”. 
• A photocopy of the Coggins is accepted with the original veterinarian’s signature, preferably in blue 

ink.  Written description is mandatory on Coggins, photographs alone are not acceptable. 
• Electronic Coggins are accepted with electronic signatures.   
• For Canadian horses returning to Canada on a Canadian health certificate, supplemental certification 

document will be provided by the CFIA endorsing office.  The supplemental certification will need 
to be attached to the Canadian health certificate after completion and endorsed by the USDA before 
return of the horse to Canada.  Canadian horses returning to Canada exported to the US for 
exhibition or pleasure purposes require an Owner’s Declaration included in the supplemental 
certificate.  The Owner’s Declaration does not need to be endorsed by the USDA. 

 
Fee Schedule for endorsement by USDA:  Endorsement fee $59.00 for each certificate. Make checks 
and money orders payable to: USDA, APHIS.  All credit cards are accepted.  Cash is not accepted.  
Please include a driver’s license number on all checks. 
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Export of Horses from the United States to Canada 

 
Completing the health certificate VS Form 17-140 
 
Ensure the form is complete   
Common errors include missing information from the following blocks: 
 

• Block 3:  Ensure the correct page number is listed.  Ex:  Pg 1 of 2. 
• Block 4: This is the date the veterinarian completed the inspection.  
• Block 5: U.S. Port of Embarkation must be completed. 
• Blocks 6 and 13:  Ensure a FIPS State code is used. These are listed on the back of the form. 
• Block 9:  Ensure the species is indicated.   
• Block 16: Destination Country and Code must be listed. 
• Block 18: The description on the Coggins must match the description on the certificate. 
• Block 18: The veterinarian should list the age in months.  The age will be accepted if it is listed by 

years.  For example:  10 yrs or 120 months. 
• A photocopy of the Coggins is accepted with the original veterinarian’s signature, preferably in blue 

ink. 
• Electronic Coggins are accepted with electronic signatures 
 

Fee Schedule for endorsement by USDA:   
$117.00  for the first animal l and $6.75 for each additional animal. 
Make checks and money orders payable to: USDA, APHIS.  All credit cards are accepted.  Cash is not 
accepted.  Please include a driver’s license number on all checks. 
 
Send your certificate(s) and payment to:   
USDA, APHIS, VS, 903 San Jacinto Blvd, Export Section, Room 262, Austin, TX 78701 
 
Completed certificates will be returned to you by regular mail unless a prepaid, pre-addressed, (addressed 
from you to you), air bill is provided. 
 
Always keep the tracking numbers so you can check with the delivery service to find out the status of your 
documents.   We do not provide the certificate status unless the certificate has been in our office for 4 
business days.    
 
Walk-ins 
You may drop your documents off.  We will either call you when they are completed, or, you may leave a 
prepaid, pre-addressed return air bill.  There is a minimum 48 hours processing time for all certificates.  

 
Contact Information 
Phone:  512-383-2411   Fax:  512 -916-5591   E-mail: expcerttx@aphis.usda.gov 
Website:  http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/area_offices/states/txie_info.html 
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