
National Scrapie Eradication Monthly Report

National Scrapie Eradication Program
May Monthly Report

Fiscal Year 2023

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

Veterinary Services
Strategy and Policy, Ruminant Health Center

Small Ruminant Health

June 15, 2023



* As of May 31, 2023. 

States Free of Classical Scrapie Cases > 7 Years
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Surveillance Goals

The annual target is to test at least 40,000 animals each year for scrapie. As of May 31,
2023, 16,811 animals have been sampled for scrapie testing in FY 2023.

• 15,786 RSSS samples and 1,025 on-farm samples
• Of which 10,828 were sheep and 5,983 were goats.

Scrapie Testing Results1 – No classical scrapie has been confirmed in goats or sheep
in FY 2023.

1Samples collected between October 1, 2022 and May 31, 2023, and confirmed by June 15, 2023.

15,786 Total 1,025 Total



Surveillance
Surveillance minimums are based on estimated breeding sheep and goat populations in
each State and their risk level.

Components of Scrapie Surveillance

• Regulatory Scrapie Slaughter Surveillance (RSSS) started April 1, 2003. It is a
targeted slaughter surveillance program which is designed to identify infected
flocks.

• Samples have been collected from 735,896 animals since April 1, 2003.
• As of May 31, 2023, 15,786 samples have been collected in FY 2023, 10,315

from sheep and 5,471 from goats.

Surveillance 1
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Components of Scrapie Surveillance (continued)

• RSSS Genotyping started in November 2018 as a pilot project to decrease the costs
of scrapie IHC testing in a subset of submission by only testing those animals that
are genetically susceptible to scrapie. DNA is first analyzed to determine the
genotype at codon 171, and tissue samples are only IHC tested if the sheep
is genetically susceptible, not if it is genetically resistant/less susceptible.

• As of May 31, 2023, 1,412 have been genotyped in FY 2023; 1,083 (76.7%) of
these were not genetically susceptible.

• In FY 2019 - 2022, a total of 13,197 sheep were genotyped; 9,363 (70.9%) of
these were not genetically susceptible.

• On-farm Surveillance includes both regulatory testing of scrapie exposed and 
potentially exposed sheep and goats and testing sheep and goats on farm for 
routine surveillance.  

• As of  May 31, 2023, 513 sheep and 512 goats have been tested on-farm for FY 
2023. 



Cumulative Number of Animals Sampled by Month
FY 2023*

* As of May 31, 2023. Includes RSSS and On-farm sampling.



Comparison by Month of RSSS Samples Collected in FY 
2023* to Average of FY 2017 – FY 2022

* As of May 31, 2023. 

Number of animals sampled during current fiscal year (2023)                                                  
Number of animals sampled by month for the past six fiscal years (2017-2022), prorated to 
represent the annual goal of 40,000 animals when added to the expected number of on farm 
samples. 



RSSS and On-Farm Surveillance Testing by Species
FY 2023*

* As of May 31, 2023.



Total RSSS Samples Collected by State
FY 2023*

States with no 
RSSS collection 
sites

* As of May 31, 2023



SheepPercent of Sampling Minimum Achieved in
FY 2023* - RSSS and On-farm Surveillance Sheep

* As of  May 31, 2023. Percentage of sampling minimum achieved is based on 63% of the annual sampling minimum.



GoatsPercent of Sampling Minimum Achieved in
FY 2023* - RSSS and On-farm Surveillance Goats

* As of  May 31, 2023. Percentage of sampling minimum achieved is based on 66% of the annual sampling minimum.



FY 2023* Sheep 
and Goat State 

Sampling 
Minimums and 

State Collections 
- District 1

* As of May 31, 2023.  Note that all surveillance samples may not yet have been credited to the State. Partial sample 
counts are due to the credit incentive program implemented in FY 2023.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/scrapie/downloads/phase1-scrapie-incentive-program.pdf


District 2

FY 2023* Sheep 
and Goat State 

Sampling 
Minimums and 

State Collections 
- District 2

* As of May 31, 2023.  Note that all surveillance samples may not yet have been credited to the State. Partial sample 
counts are due to the credit incentive program implemented in FY 2023.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/scrapie/downloads/phase1-scrapie-incentive-program.pdf


District 3

FY 2023* Sheep 
and Goat State 

Sampling 
Minimums and 

State Collections 
- District 3

* As of May 31, 2023.  Note that all surveillance samples may not yet have been credited to the State. Partial sample 
counts are due to the credit incentive program implemented in FY 2023.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/scrapie/downloads/phase1-scrapie-incentive-program.pdf


District 4

FY 2023* Sheep 
and Goat State 

Sampling 
Minimums and 

State Collections 
- District 4

* As of May 31, 2023.  Note that all surveillance samples may not yet have been credited to the State. Partial sample 
counts are due to the credit incentive program implemented in FY 2023.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/scrapie/downloads/phase1-scrapie-incentive-program.pdf
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