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PED: Background

• Not a new disease - first recognized in England in 
1971

• After this, documented in many European and Asian 
countries

• Since 2010, variant strains emerged in China
• Recently PED notified to OIE as emerging disease by:

United States Dominican Republic
Canada Colombia
Mexico Japan (re-emergence after a gap of 7 years)
Taiwan

• U.S. strains – Chinese origin  
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PED: Canada’s experience

• Collaborative efforts were/are key to management

• Early recognition that everyone had a role to play
• Industry/Industry Associations
• Private Veterinarians/Veterinary Associations
• Provincial/Territorial governments
• Federal governments
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Biosecurity
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PED Preparedness

• Canadian preparedness began immediately in May 
2013 when PED situation identified in US.

• Engagement/awareness activities

• Response plans

• Diagnostic capacity

• Hazard characterization
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Map showing provinces affected

63 cases



Response to PED entry

• First response was led by provinces and industry 
organisations and they have made tremendous efforts to 
respond to PED outbreaks.

• Disease reportable/notifiable in some provinces but all 
provinces have been on heightened alert.

• Provincial testing and diagnostic work played a key role.

• All stakeholders continue to recommend vigilance and 
the importance of following strict biosecurity protocols.
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Key considerations on CFIA role

While making decisions on the level and extent of CFIA’s 
engagement in the PED situation, the following were the key 
considerations:                             
•Not zoonotic
•Not a food safety concern
•Not a listed disease of the OIE
•Not a federally reportable disease in Canada

The decision was taken that CFIA is best positioned as 
collaborative facilitator.



CFIA actions

• CFIA provided technical, diagnostic and scientific 
support. 

• Access to PED vaccine for emergency use under 
veterinary supervision. 

• Continued engagement of stakeholders through the 
leadership of the CVO office.

• Continue to work with CBSA and provinces for border 
vigilance and importance of cleaning & disinfection for 
trucks.

• Science branch active participant in diagnostics and 
hazard characterization.
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• Epidemiological findings of the first cluster of cases 
identified feed as a possible source-OMAF and private 
vets.

• Testing by Ontario lab on Feb. 9, 2014 revealed that a 
particular lot of imported spray-dried porcine blood 
plasma used in feed pellets contained PEDV genetic 
material. 

• As a precautionary measure, the feed distributor issued 
a voluntary recall on Feb. 9, 2014 for all pelleted swine 
nursery feed products containing porcine plasma.

Potential feed link



PED Feed Investigation/Forum

• As feed is a national lead in CFIA, The CFIA’s 
National Emergency Operations Centre was activated 
on Feb 19, 2014 and remained in effect until all tracing 
and testing activities were completed.

• CFIA through the Office of the CVO, Canada 
facilitated a PED forum with the objectives of:

• Open dialogue on Canadian and US experience to date.
• Further engagement with stakeholders.
• Future directions and need for continued leadership.
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Trade impact

• Updating trading partners regularly and responding to 
questions.

• Some modifications to export certificates for live swine.

• Canada continues to export live pigs free of PED.
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Going forward

• Engagement with and regular updates to/from 
provincial and industry stakeholders to continue.

• Continued emphasis on biosecurity/surveillance/C&D.

• Assess need for regulatory changes or refinements.

• Monitor research.

• Lessons learned will inform actions for emerging 
disease threats in future.
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